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PREFACE 


Having  adverted,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Memoir 
witb  which  this  Volume  opens,  to  some  of  the  circum- 
stances which  hare  contributed  to  dday,  till  so  late  a 
period,  the  publication  of  Documents  illustrating  the 
public  and  private  cliaractcr  of  my  Brother,  I  need 
not  here  recur  to  that  subject  Though  conscious 
that  my  abilities  are  not  adequate  to  the  task  which 
I  liave  undertaken,  I  feci  it  to  ))e  a  duty  to  rescue  the 
name  ot  Castlereagh  irom  the  caiunmies  and  abuse 
which  have  been  so  long  and  so  industriously  cast 
upon  it  by  political  adversaries  and  pardoned  rebels. 

This  object  cauuot,  in  niy  opinion,  l>e  more  effec- 
tually accomplished  than  in  submitting  to  the  public 
the  select  Correspondence  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  from 
the  commencement  of  his  offidal  career  to  the  dose 
of  his  laborious  and  useful  life.  The  first  division  of 
this  Collection,  relating  exclusively  to  the  ^ffiurs  of 
Ireland,  will  occupy  four  volumes,  two  of  which  are 
])efore  tlie  reader.  The  prominent  points  comj)re- 
hended  in  these  Volumes  are — the  liebeHiou  ot  the 
United  Irishmen,  and  the  abortive  attempt  at  invasioii 
by  the  French^  the  proceedings  adopted  for  effecting 
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the  important  measiure  of  the  Umon  with  Great 

Britain,  ;iiul  arrangements,  coniniercial  and  fiuaucml, 
preparatory  to  it ;  the  state  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
and  of  the  P^bjterians;  and  the  insane  ontfareak 
of  the  younger  Emmett,  surpassed  in  imbecility  only 
by  that  which  we  have  just  witnessed.  Till  the 
consummation  of  the  Union^  Lord  Castlereagh  hiied 
the  arduous  and  responsible  office  of  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant;  and  hence  malevolence  and 
party  rancour  perversely  imputed  to  him  personally, 
as  the  principal  organ  of  the  Executive  Govenunenti 
all  the  severitieB  that  took  place  in  Ireland  during 
the  Rebellion. 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  objected,  tliat  inconve- 
nience to  the  puUic  interests  is  liable  to  accrue  firom 
divulging  the  Correspondence  of  Statesmen  who  have 
been  employed  in  the  serv  ice  of  the  Ciown :  that  this 
may  be  the  case  I  freely  admit,  unless  a  sufficient 
time  has  elapsed  after  the  events  and  negodations 
in  which  they  were  engaged:  but,  in  the  present 
iiitsUncc,  tli(  halt  century  that  has  int<»i*vened,  and  the 
exercise  of  a  proper  discretion,  will,  I  trust,  fiimish  a 
satisfiMitoiy  plea  for  the  course  that  I  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  pursue. 

In  these  Documents,  for  the  most  part  cunlidential 
at  the  time,  will  be  found  incontrovertible  evidence  of 
what  Lord  Castlereagh  was,  of  what  he  did,  of  what 
he  thought :  all  is  unreservedly  exposed  in  traits  not 
premeditated,  not  calculated  for  effect,  or  that  could 
be  deemed  likely  ever  to  emerge  from  the  privacy  to 
which  they  were  destined  by  the  writer.  The  necessity 
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of  this  privacy,  which  was  then  rendered  imperative 
bj  tlic  interests  of  the  Government  and  the  public 
flenrice^  Time,  in  the  lapse  of  nearly  fifty  years,  has 
surely  removed. 

If,  at  a  crisis  like  tlie  present,  when  Treason  is  again 
stalking  abroad  in  unhappy  Ireland,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  dissolving  that  Union  which  it  cost  the 
Irish  Government  and  my  Brother  long  and  most 
laborious  exertions  to  accomplish — if,  I  say,  at  such 
a  crisis,  I  engage  in  the  cherished  undertaking,  it  is 
in  the  confident  belief  that  I  am  thereby  rendering  a 
beneficial  service  not  only  to  the  Empire  at  large,  but 
especially  to  my  uutbrtunate  Country, — alternately  the 
dupe  of  priests  and  political  agitators,  and  sometimes 
of  both  together^by  means  of  the  useful  suggestions 
and  information  which  may  be  derived  fix)m  this  work 
by  the  governors,  and  the  awful  warnings  which  it 
holds  out  to  the  governed.  So  striking,  indeed,  is  the 
coincidence  between  the  state  of  the  country  at  the 
period  to  which  these  Papers  relate  and  at  the  present 
day,  that  numerous  passages  might  be  supposed  to 
apply  to  scenes  and  occnirences  which  have  been 
recently  passing  before  our  eyes.  In  addition  to 
these  motives,  I  feel  assured  tliat  these  Volumes  will 
be  hailed  by  History  as  no  ordinary  ofieriug;  and,  on 
this  point,  I  am  gratified  to  have  my  opinion  corrobo- 
rated by  that  of  a  competent  judge,  my  friend  Alison, 
to  whose  inspection  I  submitted  the  manuscript. 

^  I  oonnot  adequately  express  the  gmtification  and  intereet 
which  these  Papers,  one  and  all,  have  afiorded  me— I  consider 
them  as  intahuM  materials  for  History,  of  which  I  hope  in 
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luture  laigely  to  avail  mjselt  ThoM  regaidbg  the  Union 
and  Government  of  Ireland  dnring  the  BebdlioOt  *ad  after 
it,  are  of  the  h^heat  importanoe;  eepeeially  from  the  vehe- 
mmt  manner  in  whioh  that  meanire  has  dnoe  been  awailedj 

and  the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  get  it  repealed. 

*<  You  must  allow  me  to  add,  that  I  think  the  Life 
adiiilrably  done;  in  such  a  way,  indeed,  as  leaves  no  room 
for  regret  that  even  the  great  Novelist  had  not  undertaken 
the  task.  I  was  very  much  Btnick  with  several  kttera 
it  contained,  particularly  the  beautifully  cxpre^fjod  one 
from  Sir  R.  Peel,  and  the  feeling  one  from  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  immediat<>ly  nf^cr  the  melancholy  catastrophe. 
But,  more  than  all,  I  was  impreetJcd  with  the  touching  and 
highly  interesting  account  of  his  life  from  your  own  pen, 
which  none  hut  a  member  of  the  family  could  have  done  so 
well,  which  elevates  him  so  much  above  what  those  unac- 
quainted with  his  private  character  were  aware  of,  and  which 
does  equal  credit  to  the  head  and  heart  of  both  Brothen^ 
who,  in  their  lespeedve  careen^  have  deserved  so  well  of 
their  oountiy." 

Lord  Castlereagli  was  one  of  that  constellation 
of  Britifih  Statesmen  which  shed  a  lustre  oyer  die 
commencement  of  the  preset  oentmy.  He  was 
associated  with  Pitt,  Corn wal lis,  Grenville,  Dundas, 
Wellesley,  Canmiig,  and  Wellington;  ofmostof  whom 
we  have  honourable  and  ample  memorials  in  their 
collected  Speeches  or  Despatches,  or  in  Biographical 
Menii)irs  or  public  monuments.  No  record  that 
Castlereagh  has  lived  jet  exists. 

Life  is  precarious,  especially  when  it  has  extended 
to  my  advancing  years;  and  I  am  sensible  that  I 
should  deserve  to  be  taxed  with  ingratitude,  were  1 
to  quit  the  world  without  leaving  behind  me  some 
memento,  however  unworthy,  of  one  who  ever  ap- 
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proved  himself  towards  me  as  the  most  affectionate 
of  Brothers;  whose  good  opinion  and  protection 

enabled  iiie  to  serve  my  Sovereign  and  my  Country ; 
and  whose  memory,  while  the  breath  of  hie  is  vouch* 
safed  to  me,  I  siiall  never  cease  to  revere. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  observe  that  I  lay  no  claim 
to  liteniry  abilities — I  am  neither  an  Alison  nor  a 
Disraeli.  It  is  true,  however,  that,  as  a  soldier,  I 
have  ventured  to  write  from  the  Peninsula,  from  the 
fig] It  of  nations  at  Leipzig,  from  the  Campaigns  in 
Germany,  and  from  the  Congresses  of  Europe ;  but,  for 
any  literary  deficiencies  which  the  critical  eye  may 
discover  in  that  portion  of  these  Volumes  proceeding 
from  tlie  ])eii  of  the  Editor,  I  trust  that  I  shall  meet 
with  indulgence,  and  that  I  shall  be  forgiven  for 
liaving  stepped  out  of  my  professional  character,  on 
account  of  the  irresistible  motives  by  which  I  have 
been  actuated. 
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Notwitbatindiiig  all  the  care  whidi  liaa  been  exercised,  some  few 
of  the  Letters  in  this  Collection  are  out  of  the  strict  cbrouolc^cal 
onler,  which  it  \vas  projK)«kxl  to  observe;  but  thcv  nrc  not  so  far  mis- 
piacoi  as  to  break,  m  the  aiightest  degreei  the  continuity  of  the  sieries. 

Yol.  p.  372.  The  letter  flmn  Mr.  Wiekhom  to  Lord  Cisdereegfa 
tlHmld  be  dated  September  1798^  not  1791. 

Vol.  L,  p.  419.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Fdbam  to  Lord  Oaalkrei^ 
ahoald  be  dated  November  2,  not  November  98. 
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VISCOUNT  CASTLEREAGH, 

SECOND  HAiU^UESS  OF  LONDONDERRY, 


The  ancestor  of  our  family  was  a  uatiYe  of  Scotlaad, 
He  was  one  of  the  Stewarts  of  Wigtonshire^  seYeral 
of  whom  held  the  rank  of  High  Stewards  of  Scotland ; 
OIK"  of  them  ascended  the  Scottish  throne  m  1371. 
Sir  Alexander  Stewart  was  raised  to  the  Peerage 
by  James  1.^  with  the  titles  of  Baron  of  Garlies  and 
Earl  of  Gralloway.  John  Stewart,  descended  from 
Sir  Thomas  Stewart,  of  Minto  (ancestor  of  the  Lord 
Blantjre),  settled  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  James  1^ 
who  granted  to  his  kinsman  the  Duke  of  Lenox  and 
to  his  relations  that  large  tract  of  land  in  the  Comity 
of  Donegal  lying  between  Lough  Foyle  and  Lough 
Swilly,  which  had  been  forfeited  during  his  reign  and 
that  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

This  the  King  divided  into  eight  manors,  two  of 
which  he  granted  to  the  Duke ;  and  a  third,  by  the 
name  of  the  manor  of  Stewart's  Courts  otherwise, 
Ballylawn,  together  with  the  territory  and  precincts 
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of  Banyreach,  to  John  Stewart,  Esq.,  a  relaliye  of 

the  Duke's,  and  to  his  heirs  for  ever;  which  manor, 
together  with  the  whole  of  the  laiid  aimexed,  de- 
scended, in  T^olar  lineal  suoceoaion,  to  Bobert  fiist 
Marquees  of  Londondmy.  On  this  manor  the  said 
John  Stewart  erected  the  Castle  of  Ballylawn,  and 
settled  it  with  Protestant  inhabitants  (trom  Scot- 
land?), wh^by  he  became  entitled  to  hold  a  Court- 
Baron  and  to  other  important  privileges. 

The  great  grandson  of  this  Joh  i  Stewart  and 
great  grandfather  of  the  first  Marquess  (wlio  died  in 
1821)  was  Colonel  William  Stewart,  of  Ballylawn 
Castle,  who  raised  a  troop  of  horse,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, during  the  siege  of  the  City  of  Londonderry 
by  King  James  II.,  and  was  of  essential  service  to 
the  Fkotestants,  by  protecting  those  who  were  well 
affected  to  King  WilUam  III.,  and  checkiiis:  the  depre- 
dations of  James's  army,  whose  supplies  he  com- 
pletely cut  off,  <m  one  side,  and  considerably  damped 
tiie  operations  of  the  siege.  In  the  Parliament 
af^;erwards  held  in  Dublin  by  King  James,  he  was 
attainted  by  name,  and  his  estates  were  declared 
forfeited;  but  this  decree  was  not  carried  into  eflSsd, 
and  the  estates  descended  unimpaired  to  Colonel 
Stewart's  heir. 

This  Colonel  Williiini  Stewart  married  the  daughter 
of  William  Stewart,  of  Fort  Stewart,  in  the  County 
of  Donegal,  and  died,  leaving  issue— 1st.  Thomas, 
his  heir;  2nd.  Alexander;  ^rd.  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  Cultra,in  the  County 
of  Down.   Thomas,  the  elder  of  the  two  sons^  suc- 
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ceeded  to  Bally  lawn  Castle,  and  served  as  a  captain 
in  the  regiment  of  hia  relation,  Lord  Mountjoy.  He 
mftnied  Maary,  the  second  daughter  of  Barnard  Waid, 
Esq.,  ancestor  of  the  Viscount  Bangor ;  and,  d^nng 
without  issue  in  1740,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother 
Alexander,  bom  in  1700,  who  represented  the  City 
of  Londonderry  in  Parliament,  and  purchased  the 
estate  of  Mount  Stewart,  in  the  County  of  Down 
(formerly  the  Mount  Alexander  estate),  from  the 
OolviUe  fiunily.  In  June,  1737,  he  married  his  cousin 
Mary,  only  daughter  of  Alderman  John  Cowan^  Esq., 
of  Londonderry,  sister  and  heir  of  Sir  Robi  rt  Cowan, 
Knight,  Grovernor  of  Bombay,  who  died  April  2, 1781 ; 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Robert. 

Rob^ii  Stewart  was  bom  September  27,  17B9;  re- 
presented the  County  of  Down  in  two  Pai  linnients; 
was  sworn  of  thcFiivy  Council,  and  appointed  a  trustee 
of  the  Linen  Board  during  the  administration  of  the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  and  was  made  Governor  and 
Gustos  liotulorum  of  the  Counties  of  Down  and  Lon- 
donderry in  1801  and  1 803.  He  was  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  Baron  of  Londonderry,  November  18, 1789 ; 
of  Viscoimt  Castlereac^h,  October  6,  1795;  of  Earl 
of  Londonderry,  August  9,  1790;  and  of  Marquess 
of  Londonderry,  January  22, 1816.  He  married,  first, 
Lady  Sarah  Frances  Se3rmour  Conway,  second  daugh- 
ter of  Francis,  first  Earl  of  Hertford,  who  died  July 
17,  1776,  and  by  whom  he  had  issue  two  children, 
viz.,  Alexander  Francis,  who  was  bom  in  1767,  and 
died  in  1769 ;  and  Robert,  the  bite  Marquess  of  Lon- 
donderry, whose  biogiaphy  is  the  subject  of  this  record. 
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Fy  Ms  second  wife,  sister  of  Lord  Camden,  he  liad 

issue  the  third  Marquess,  and  several  other  children. 

Kobert,  only  surviving  child  of  Lord  Londonderry 
by  his  first  marriage,  was  bom  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1769 — a  year  further  memorable  by  the  birth  of  two 
of  his  most  conspicuous  coiitemporahes — Napoleon 
Buonaparte  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  His  fiither 
having  then  no  higher  rank  in  the  Peerage  than  that 
of  Baron,  his  son  was  known  in  eailv  life  as  the 
Honourable  Robert  Stewart.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  Armagh;  and,  at  seventeen,  (1786)  was 
entered  at  St.  John's  CoUege,  Cambricl<re.  Even  in  his 
youth,  he  was  distinj^uished  ])y  a  remai  kable  intrepi- 
dity of  character,  which  was  particularly  displac  ed  on 
one  occasion,  when  he  ventured,  and  almost  lost  his  life, 
to  rescue  a  schoolfellow  from  a  watery  grare.  The 
circumstance  occurred  near  Mount  Stewart,  on  the 
Lough  of  Stranglbrd.  The  two  schoolboys  were  fond  of 
sailing ;  and  the  record  of  the  efforts  of  young  Stewart 
to  save  his  companion  may  still  be  seen  in  the  Temple 
of  the  Winds,  at  the  lauiily-seat,  written  upon  a  picture 
of  the  Lough  of  Straugibrd:  it  is  as  follows : — 

This  viow  of  Strangford  Lough  is  tor  ever  ineinorable  for 
the  providoutial  escape,  on  August  5,  1 786,  of  Robert  Stewart, 
aged  seveiitern  years,  and  of  Henry  Starrock,  a  boy  of  twelve: 

Who,  sailing  on  the  Lake,  and  being  overset  in  a  thunder- 
ttorm  nearly  three  miles  from  the  shore,  floated  on  the  water 
more  than  an  hour,  till  they  were  taken  ap  in  a  boat  by  the 
aotivity  and  collected  conduct  of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Cleland,  who 
happened  to  accompany  the  Ber.  Mr.  Sturrock  to  the  Temple, 
and,  misaing  their  vessel,  flew  to  the  beach,  put  off  to  their  assist- 
anoe,  and  saved  them  as  they  were  in  the  instant  of  perishing. 
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Bobert  Stewart  had  loit  the  power  of  bis  limbs,  from  the 
ec^dness  of  the  water,  and  almost  his  sight. 

Henry  Sturrock  was  totally  senseless:  the  former  an  in- 
different swimmer — tlip  latter  never  swam  before  in  his  life— 
and,  when  he  attempted  it  after  his  recovery,  waa  fuund  inca- 
pable of  supporting  himself  a  moment  on  the  sudace. 

Let  not  these  particulars  of  a  deliverance  almost  mira- 
culoas  pass  without  just  emotions  of  [gratitude  to  the  Almighty 
Preserver,  and  let  it  teach  a  due  reliance  on  his  Pruvideuce  in 
the  greatest  of  dangers. 

Kcspectiiig  his  conduct  while  at  the  University,  the 
following  is  the  substance  of  some  remarks  received, 
in  1840,  firom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bushby,  of  Saint  John's 
College  :— 

It  was  towards  the  end  of  1786  that  Mr.  Stewart  went  to 
reside  tliere,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Pearce,  afterwards  Dean 
of  Ely.  That  he  applied  himself  witli  great  diligence  and 
success  to  the  appointed  studios  of  tliat  place  appears  from  his 
position  in  the  classes  aft^r  eveiy  examination.  In  that  College, 
an  examination  of  the  students  took  place  every  half  year,  in 
the  elements  of  Mathematics,  In  certain  portions  of  dassical 
Authors,  and  In  Logic,  and  Moral  Philosophy.  Mr.  Stewart^s 
name  was  among  the  first  on  eveiy  Ojscasion ;  and,  at  the  third 
ezambation,  in  December,  1787,  being  the  last  which  he 
passed,  he  Was  first  in  the  first  dass. 

It  is  gratifying  [adds  Dr.  Busbby]  to  observe  these  eariy 
tokens  of  his  fiiture  distinction,  especially  as  they  supply  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  any  disparaging  remarks  which  may  have 
been  miide  with  re<;ar(l  to  his  early  education  and  vvaut  of  pro- 
ficiency in  the  studies  proper  tor  his  ruiik  and  station. 

I  has  f  i]ot  been  able  to  a^iceilain  the  cause  why  he  left 
College  50  Hoon  ;  wliether  it  was  that  he  was  in  a  liurry  to 
travel  abroad,  or  that  some  opportunity  was  offered  in  Ireland 
for  his  entering  Parliament.  I  have  inquired  of  a  good  many 
persons  who  remember  him  here,  and  they  all  agr«e  in  the 
same  account  of  him,  testify  iug  atf  to  his  gentlemanly  appearance 
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and  mariners,  hie  diligence  in  study,  and  the  propriety  of  his 
conduct,  in  all  rt'spectn.  I  need  give  only  two  short  extracts 
from  letters  which  members  of  our  Collcp^  have  written  to  me. 

"  With  respect  to  the  late  Lord  Londonderry,  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me  to  bear  testimony  to  his  particularly  studious 
habits  and  attention  to  the  aubjects  of  College  examination,  at 
that  day  hardly  requiied  in  men  of  his  laok.  His  most  inti- 
mate and  almost  insepanble  oompanion  was  the  preeent 
Marqaaas  of  Bristol,  wlio  ynm  also  greatly  distingniahed  m  a 
reading  man  in  that  year.^ 

Another  writer  8a3r8 : — 

"  I  was  in  the  same  year  with  the  late  Lord  Londonderry,  and 
remember  that  he  always  distinLniishcd  himself  at  the  Collojije 
examinations.  I  also  well  remember  his  mild  and  gentlemanly 
manners.'^ 

After  leaving  College,  and  making  the  gfand  tour, 

which  was  at  that  time  looked  upon  as  an  indis- 
pensable part  of  the  education  of  a  gentleman,  he 
began  to  evince  an  ardent  desire  to  engage  in  political 
affiurs.  Hia  father  determined  to  afford  him  every 
facility  in  his  power  to  att<iiu  the  obje<  t  of  his 
wishes^  and  Mr.  Stewart  was  induced  to  otfcr  liimself 
as  a  candidate  to  represent  the  County  of  Down,  in 
which  his  Other's  estates  were  principally  situated, 
and  where  his  influence  could  be  exerted  with  the 
greatest  probability  of  success.  The  election  was 
fiercely  contested.  Lord  Hillsborough  (afterwards 
Marquess  of  Downshire)  was  anxious  to  return, 
maiuly  on  his  own  interest  and  that  of  his  friends, 
two  members  for  that  great  northern  CH)uniy.  The 
independent  landed  proprietors  resisted  this  attempt, 
and  united  their  influence  in  support  of  Stewart  and 
Ward,  by  which,  atler  an  arduous  sU'uggle  of  two 
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months*  diumdon,  and  an  expense  to  Lord  London:- 

derry  of  £60,000,*  Mr.  Stewart  was  returned  with 
Lord  Downshire's  nominee ;  but,  as  it  was  only  during 
his  canvass  that  he  attained  the  leg;aL  age  to  sit  in 
Parliament,  his  eligibility  was  challenged. 

This  celebrated  coutest  caused  great  excitemeut 
at  the  time  in  Ireland,  and  brought  Mr.  Stewart  first 
into  public  notice  in  his  own  countiy*  Shordj 
afterwards,  he  entered  the  militia  of  the  Coimty  of 
Londondeny,  in  which  he  received,  on  the  26th  of 
April,  1793,  the  ccmmussion  of  Lientenant^Colonel, 
from  his  nncle,  the  Bight  Honourable  ThomasGonolly, 
Lieuteuant-Colonel  Commandant  of  that  regiment. 

In  the  following  year,  he  married  Lady  Emily  Anne 
Hobart,  youngest  daughter  and  oo-beuress  of  John 
second  Earl  of  Buckinghamddre,  a  lady  whose  con* 
genial  di.spDsition,  amiability*  and  talents,  madi  her 
his  constant  partner  in  every  act  of  kindness  or  boun- 
tiful charity  to  which  his  generous  nature  incessantly 
prompted  him. 

Tliat  he  was  popular,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
cii'cumstance  of  his  having  given  a  written  pledge  on 
the  hustmgs  that  he  would  rapport  the  cause  of  Par* 
liamentaiy  Bdbrm;  but  the  extent  to  which  he  de» 

*  The  expenw  of  this  contested  election  occurred  at  a  moment  when 

Mr.  Stewart's  father  wfu?  about  to  hiiild  a  large  fhmily  mansion  at  Mount 
Stewart.  The  niotu  )  intk  ruied  lor  this  latter  object  was,  however,  spent 
upon  tlie  son's  ckt  ticm  ;  and  the  patriotic  father,  who  had  made  the 
additional  sacrifice  uf  selling  a  fine  loilection  of  old  family  jwrtraits, 
in  order  to  raise  the  t>um  required  to  ensure  his  son's  success,  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  valuable  life  in  an  old  barn,  with  a  few  rooms  added ; 
bat  hi  mm  tb«  independcnoe  of  the  Coimty  cf  Dmm  vcwncd  Aom  tht 
nonqpoly  of  cne  toflj,  wlio  bad  faltherlo  daimed  both  kt  teati. 
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flired  to  cany  refom  I  am  not  able  to  record.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  hk  wishes  on  this  subjeet 

were  not  so  extravagant  as  those  of  some  other  poli- 
jticians  of  Lis  time. 

When  taunted,  iat  a  later  period,  by  the  Whigs,  for 
'What  ihey  were  pleased  to  tern  his  apostacy  from 
the  cause  of  reform,  lie  w«as  aceustoined  to  justify 
himself  in  the  foUowiog  manner:  —  It  was  true, 
he  would  say,  that  he  was,  in  1790,  an  advocate  for  a 
reform  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons ;  and  some  per* 
sons  might  be  surprised  when  he  said  that,  notwith- 
standing the  events  of  the  last  twentj-Uve  years,  which 
had  been  by  no  means  calculated  to  encourage  the 
general  principle  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  Irish  House  of  Commons 
then  stood,  he  should  again  support  Farliam^tary 
Beform»  He  supported  it  then  on  the  piactical 
ground  thAt  a  dissoiuticm  of  Parliamait  did  not  pro- 
duce the  same  effect  in  Irehiiid  that  it  did  in  England ; 
but  when,  in  1793,  the  constituencies  were  enlarged 
by  tJie  admission  of  the  Catholics  to  the  right  of 
voting,  he  had  stated  that  thenceforward  he  should 
not  vote  for  any  Pai'liameutaiy  refomi. 
'  It  has  been  asserted,  by  his  political  opponents, 
that  he  changed  his  opinions  respectmg  Reform 
as  soon  as  he  was  called  into  office;  whereas,  it 
is  notorious  that  this  alteration  in  his  sentiments 
took  place  in  1793;  and  that  he  did  not  take  office 
until  1797,  four  years  afterwards.  In  justification  of 
the  propriety  of  such  conduct,  we  have  even  the 
opinion  of  his  opponent,  ^Ir.  Ponsonby,  who  declared 
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that  he  would  support  the  cause  of  Parliamentary 

Heforra  in  Ireland,  but  that  on  no  account  would  he 
consent  to  a  reform  in  the  English  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Stewart  took  an  early  opportunity  of  showing 
to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  memher  that  it  was 
by  no  means  his  intention  to  remain  inactive.  The 
first  occasion  which  presented  itself  tor  a  display  of 
his  political  knowledge  and  rhetorical  powers  was  a 
debate  on  the  question,  whether  Ireland  had  a  right 
to  trade  with  India,  notwithstiinding  tlie  monopoly  of 
the  British  East  India  Company.  On  this  occasion^ 
he  displayed  a  soundness  of  understanding  and 
powers  of  reasoning  that  eomnumded  for  him  a  de* 
gree  of  respectftil  attention,  with  which  young  ajid 
uninitiated  poUticiiins  are  mreiy  honoured.  His  dSlmt 
was  noticed  by  Lord  Charlemont  in  terms  of  very 
decided  approbation. 

For  a  few  sessions,  Mr.  Stewart  voted  generally 
with  the  Opposition.  However,  tlie  turbulent  de- 
vek^ment  of  the  state  of  Ireland  rendered  it  neces* 
sary  for  him  to  come  to  some  decided  conclusions. 
Accordingly,  when  the  system  oi  btroiig  measures 
was  adopted  by  the  Irish  Admimstration,  in  order  to 
olenee  rebellion  by  terror,  or  extinguish  it  by  sey erity^ 
we  find  Lord  Castlereagh  among  the  warmest  of  its 
supporters. 

The  Marquess  of  Buckingham,  who,  in  conse* 
quence  of  a  breach  with  the  Irish  Parliament,  on  the 

Regency  question,  suddenly  quitted  his  post  and  the 
country,  and  exposed  himself  to  the  censiu^e  of  both 
Houses,  was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Westmorland, 
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irhoBie  YiceroyaHy  ma  an  era  of  fierce  poStical  eon* 
ffict,  as  well  witii  the  OppocBtum  as  with  the  ad^ 

vocates  of  ParliaineDtaiy  Kefonn  and  Catholic 
Emancipation  out  of  doors. 

The  Dissenters  of  the  North  and  the  CaiholiGS  of  the 
other  three  provinces  suddenly  united  their  inta^ts 
with  tliose  ot  the  Presbyterians;  and,  although  very 
consaderahle  conoesdons  were  made  to  the  CatholicB| 
by  relaxations  of  the  penal  laws,  certain  grants 
of  political  privileges,  and  oilier  auit4ioratiiig  mea- 
sures, with  a  view  to  detach  them  from  the  northern 
reformers,  the  fiivonrs  which  they  had  recdved  were 
considered  by  them  as  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  joint  and  zealous  advocacy  of  the  Dissenters  in 
their  behalf.  They  re&ised,  theretbre,  to  detach 
ihemselTes  from  the  cause  of  their  northern  allies, 
and  pledged  themselves  also  to  the  furtherance  of 
Farliamentni  v  Keform. 

"  lu  this  state  of  aiiairs,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by 
the  British  Calnnet  to  adopt  some  measures  of  con- 
ciliation, in  order  to  avert  the  dangers  which  threat* 
ened  the  general  security  and  peace.  Lord  VVest- 
moriand  was  recalled,  and  Earl  Fitswilliam  was  sent 
avowedly  with  the  olive  branch,  as  the  harbinger  of 
peace,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  faction,  and  to  concede 
to  the  people  such  measures  of  Catholic  Eiiiaucipation 
and  Parliamentary  Keform  as  were  consistent  with  the 
due  security  of  the  State.  On  his  anival,  tnm- 
quilUty  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  restored,  with  all 
but  the  Orange  party,  who  were  not  disposed  to  re- 
gard him  with  much  cordiality  or  reject. 
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Mr.  Grmttan  annofiinoed  the  purposes  of  Lord 

Fitzwilliam's  administration.  The  call  of  that  gen- 
tleman aad  his  political  adherents  to  the  coiincih^  of 
the  new  Viceroj  was  hailed  as  a  certam  eamsst  of 
the  expected  boons;  and^  on  ibe  motion  of  Mr.  Grat- 
tan,  three  millions  were  voted  to  the  aid  of  Great 
Britaiu  iu  support  of  the  war.  But  scarcely  had  the 
Bill  fiur  this  grant  passed  through  both  Houses  of 
the  Irish  Parliament,  when  the  promises  of  Lord 
Fitzvviiiiam  were  decLired  to  have  been  made 
without  the  authority  of  the  Government.  It  was 
insisted  that  bis  BzoeUency  had  quite  mistaken 
bis  instniedons,  and  bad  pledged  that  which  was 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  Protest- 
sat  Government  in  Church  and  State,  and  the  per- 
manent eouneetion  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland* 
The  consequences  of  this  misunderstanding  might 
easily  be  anticipated.  Alter  tins  alleged  violation  of 
the  arrangement,  which  he  represented  himself  as 
having  been  commissioned  to  bold  out^  EarlFitewilliam 
deemed  his  continuance  in  the  Viceroyalty  impossible, 
and  desired  his  recal.  He  left  the  country ;  and 
thus  gave  place  to  £arl  Camden,  with  Mr.  Pelbam 
(afterwards  Lord  Chichester)  as  his  chief  secretary. 

On  the  first  night  of  the  official  appearance  of  the 
latter,  Mr.  Grattan  determined  to  bring  forward  the 
Catholic  question,  although  he  was  ahnost  certain 
that  it  could  not  succeed.  Pelham  immediately 
rose  ill  reply,  and  sUitcd,  witli  great  heat  and 
emphasis,  that  "  concessions  to  tlie  Cathohcs  seemed 
only  to  increase  their  demands;  that  what  they  now 
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sought  was '  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  a 

Protestant  Constitution :  that  concession  must  stop 
bomewiiere ;  it  bad  akeaclj  reached  the  utmost  limit — 
it  could  not  be  allowed  to  proceed — and  here  ha 
would  plant  his  foot,  and  never  consent  to  recede  an 
inch  farther." 

The  debate  was  contiuued  through  the  nighti  and 
until  eight  in  the  morning,  with  most  unusual  warmth 
and  eloquence,  and  the  question  was  lost  ¥Vom  that 
moment,  the  popular  feeling,  with  its  despemte  de- 
cision, and  a  system  of  horrors,  commenced;  and 
Mr.  Pelham  returned,  in  cUsgust,  to  EngUuid. 

The  promotion  of  his  father  in  the  Peerage, 
conlerred  on  -Mi*.  Stewart,  in  1797,  the  title  of 
Viscount  Castlereagh;  and,  in  the  same  year,  Lord 
Camden,  (whose  sister  was  the  second  wife  of  Lord 
Londonderry,)  appointed  him  Keeper  of  tlie  Privy 
Seal  in  Ireland.  On  the  sudden  depaitui'e  of 
Mr.  Felham,  Lord  Castlereagh  was  induced,  by  the 
L<»d-Lieutenant,  to  imdertake  the  duty  of  Chief 
Secretary  to  his  Excellency,  as  the  hcmn  fp^nens  of  Mr. 
Pelham;  and,  while  pertbrming  the  functions  ot  tliat 
arduous  office,  the  rebeUion  raised  by  the  United  Irish- 
men, encouraged  by  the  hope  of  assistance  from  France, 
called  for  the  exercise  of  all  liis  enero:y,  finnness,  and 
perseverance.  To  ci*ush  this  unnatiual  spirit,  which 
threatened  nothing  less  than  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Empire,  Grovemment  deemed  it  necessary  to  re* 
sort  to  measures  of  erreat  vigilance  and  preciiution; 
and  on  Lord  Castlereiigh,  as  the  oi^ganof  the  Govern- 
ment, fell  with  undue  weight  the  unpopularity  of  all 
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such  meftsnres.  To  this  circumstance  may  be  referred 
many  of  the  slanders  with  which  political  malignity 
has  BO  frequently  sought  to  stigmatize  his  name,  for 
his  presumed  conduct  at  this  period. 

Mr.  Pelham,  who  still  coiitiuued  to  hold  the  office 
of  Secretary,  being  at  length  induced  by  illness  to 
resign  it,  Lord  Castlereagh  was  appointed  his  sue- 
eessor  in  April,  1799;  and,  the  British  Cabinet  con- 
ceivine:  that  a  military  Lord- Lieutenant  would  be  more 
advantageous  for  the  state  of  Ireland,  Lord  Camden 
desured  to  be  relieTed  from  his  veiy  arduous  duties. 

Lord  Camden  was  succeeded  by  the  Marquess 
Cornwallis,  who,  on  the  strong  reeonnnendation  of 
the  British  Cabinet,  continued  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
Us  post  of  Chief  Secretary.  Tliis  able  and  efficient 
Viceroy,  after  deliTeri&is;  the  country  from  the  horrors 
of  French  invasion,  soothed  the  spirit  of  party,  and 
published  an  amnesty  to  all  the  rebels  in  arms  (mur- 
derers excepted),  who  should  surrender  their  weapons 
and  swear  allegiance  to  his  Majesty.  The  rebellion  soon 
terminated,  and  tranquillity  was  once  more  I'estored. 

Lord  Castlereagh's  conduct  in  effecting  the  Union 
between  this  country  and  Ireland  was  tiie  next  topic 
oi  popular  outcry  against  him.  Of  tlie  policy  of  this 
measure,  there  appeal's  to  have  been  a  variety  of 
opinions.  It  is  curious,  however,  to  remark,  that 
some  of  the  most  influential  parties  who  so  obstinately 
disputed  with  Government  the  ground  w  hlch  they  at 
last  yielded,  and  who  solemnly  denounced,  as  an 
enemy  to  his  country,  the  author  of  this  measure^ 
did  not  afterwards  refuse  to  give  a  tacit  concurrence 
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widi  die  Irish  policy  which  Lord  Caatferoig^'s  official 

duty  imposed  upon  liim. 

The  Letters,  Dei^wlches,  and  numeroiia  Papers 
from  his  pen,  on  afanost  all  the  paints  embraced  in 
that  great  measure  introduced  into  the  portion  of  this 
collection  specially  devoted  to  the  subject,  show  with 
what  untiring  assiduity  all  the  efforts  of  his  mind 
mere  engaged  in  not  only  developing  the  grand  prin* 
ciples,  but  ill  elaborating  the  details,  so  diverse  in 
nature  and  importance,  of  a  great  political  arrange- 
ment,  undertaken  with  the  beneficent  des^  of  ex« 
tending  to  &eland  all  the  advantages  of  order,  commer- 
cial prosp(  rity,  and  security  which  the  Britisli  ])ortion 
of  the  Empire  enjoyed,  by  a  legislative  incoi-poration. 
The  measure,  when  first  submitted  to  the  Parliament 
cf  Ireland,  was  roughly  repulsed;  and,  if  it  met  with  a 
better  reception  vvhcu  laid  a  second  time  before  that 
legislature,  it  is  not  going  too  iar  to  aiErm  tiiat  to  the 
tact,  manag^ement,  assiduity,  and  eserdons  of  Lord 
Castlereagh,  its  final  success  is  mainly  to  be  attributed. 

So  higldy  were  the  serv  ices  rendered  by  him  in  the 
conduct  of  that  delicate  and  arduous  business  appre* 
cialad  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  British  Cabinet  generally, 
that,  as  his  Correspondence  with  its  most  influential 
members  abundantly  proves,  they  were  desirous, 
with  a  prophetic  toeboding  of  his  ftiture  usefulness^ 
to  secure  for  ham  a  permanent  position  in  the  House 
of  Commons  of  the  United  Parliament.  Hence  their 
advice,  that  the  promotion  in  the  Peerage  promised  to 
his  &ther,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  eminent  services 
of  the  son,  should  not  be  churned  tiD  a  future  period. 
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The  great  measure  of  the  Union  being  completed, 
Lord  Cornwailis  resigned  the  Viceroyalty ;  and  Lord 
Castlereagh,  being  thus  released  from  his  official 
dattea  in  Ireland,  tnuiaferred  his  residence  to  London; 
but  the  retirement  of  ^Ir.  Pitt,  with  whose  sentiments 
respecting  the  Catholics  he  entirely  coincided,  de- 
layed his  appointment  to  office  till  July,  1802, 
when  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  under  Mr.  Addington's  administration. 

^Vhen  Mr.  Pitt  resumed  the  direction  of  affairs. 
Lord  CastLereagh  continued  to  premde  over  the  Boai^ 
of  Control,  till,  in  1805,  he  was  appointed  Secietary 
of  State  for  the  War  and  Colonial  Department. 
Party  prejudices  had  already  begun  to  operate 
against  him  so  strongly,  that,  on  this  occasion,  he 
fiuled,  after  an  expensive  contest,  to  obtain  his  xe-elee> 
tion  for  the  County  of  Down. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Castl^reagh  resigned^ 
with  the  rest  of  his  colleagues ;  but  the  eminent  public 
situations  which  he  afterwards  held  naturally  led  him 
to  take  a  proiuinent  part  in  the  discussions  of  the 
United  Parliament^  in  which  he  lost  nothing  of  the 
high  character  for  talents  which  he  had  acquired,  while 
iit  the  liead  of  the  administration  in  the  Sister  Country. 
Although  there  were  at  times  inequalities  in  bis  style 
of  speaking,  on  some  occasions,  when  it  fell  to  his  lot 
to  Ining  forward  questions  of  great  national  import* 
ance,  he  rose  with  the  magnitude  of  eveiy  subject 
that  he  took  in  hand,  and  gave  an  ample  dis])lay  of 
doquence,  of  ingenious  aigument,  and  of  political  in- 
formation*  Amidst  the  long  and  violent  opposition 
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which  he  had  to  encounter  m  Parliament,  he  had  a 

merit,  which  few  other  Statesmen  possessed — ^that  of 
being  uniformly  consifitent  in  his  politics*  He  not  only 
app^ired  to  entertain  a  magnanimous  contempt  for 
popularity,  but,  while  he  met  the  taunts  of  his  oppo* 
nents  with  a  iiiin<^led  feeling  of  phicid  hulititrence 
and  proud  deiiauce,  he  never  ahated  one  particle  of 
flie  rigorous  determination  with  which  he  set  about 
the  adoption  of  any  public  measure  whidi  he  con- 
ceived necessary  for  giving  increased  strength  to  the 
Government.  With  these  bold  and  fU^cisive  qualities, 
no  man  who  presided  on  the  Ministerial  bench  ever 
treated  his  opponents  with  more  good  temper  and  gen- 
tk'inaiily  complacency.  In  his  intercourse  with  persons 
of  ill]  parties  and  his  inferiors,  he  ^vns  easy  of  access 
and  dignified;  so  that  those  who  disliked  him  as  a 
politician  could  not  avoid  entertaining  a  high  degree 
of  pailiaUty  for  him  as  a  man,  for  the  sua^'ity  of  his 
manners  and  his  amiable  disposition. 

On  the  resignation  of  the  Grey  and  Grenville  ad* 
ministration  in  1807,  and  the  formation  of  that  of 
Mr.  Percival,  Lord  Castlereagh  was  replaced  in  his 
former  situation  of  Minister  of  the  War  Department| 
in  which  he  continued  till  the  Walcheren  expedition 
and  his  duel  ^^^th  Mr.  Canning,  which  singular  event 
removed  him  once  more  from  oiiice. 

It  is  impossible  to  pass  over  in  silence  the  latter 
transaction,  which  took  place  in  1809,  and  which 
excited  the  strongest  interest  at  the  time. 
'  About  tiie  middle  of  that  year,  Lord  Castlereagh 
chaiged  Mr.  Canning  with  want  of  iaith  and  honour 
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in  his  eondact  towards  him ;  alleging  that  Mr.  Can- 
iiiug  obtained  a  promise,  on  his  personal  solicitation^ 
that  Lord  Castlereagh  should  he  removed  from  office; 
and  that,  with  this  promise  in  his  pocket,  he  not  only 
concealed  the  whole  affair  from  Lord  Castlereagh, 
but  permitted  iiim  to  continue  in  this  state  oi  delusion, 
to  conduct  the  entire  management  of  the  campaign, 
and  to  engage  in  a  new  expedition  to  Walcheren 
of  the  most  impoitiiut,  extensive,  and  complicated 
nature,  under  the  tull  persuasion  that  he  enjoyed  Mr. 
Canning's  liberal  and  6oiu^/<^  support^  and  tfaatof  all 
his  colleagues. 

Thus  placed  in  a  most  painftil  position  by  the 
unprecedented  conduct  ot  a  member  of  the  same 
cabineti  Lord  Castlereagh  considered  that  he  had  but 
one  coarse  to  pursue — to  vindicate  both  his  offi* 
cial  and  private  character;  and  he  sent  immetliateiy 
for  his  friend,  the  late  Marquess  of  Hertford.  Com- 
munications for  a  hostOe  meeting  took  place,  preceded 
by  a  correspondence,  which  was  then  made  public. 
Mr.  Canning  answered  the  demand  for  a  meeting 
without  delay.  The  conduct  of  Lord  Castlereagh 
was  unquestionably  that  of  a  man  of  high  honour; 
while  he  had  most  distressing  circumstances  to  con- 
tend with,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  sentiments  of  his 
sovereign,  for  his  rehition  and  friend,  Lord  Camden, 
who  foimed  one  of  the  cabinet,  was  also  aware  o(Mr, 
Canning's  proceedings  :  this  was  peculiarly  felt  by 
Lord  Castlereagh.  On  the  conduct  of  his  adversary 
it  would  not  become  the  writer  of  these  pages  to 
make  any  comments. 
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Lord  OastJerea^h  afterwards  addressed  the  King 

oil  the  hubject  ut  the  trans«actioiis  which  led  to  this 
unfortunate  quarrel.  The  reply  ot  liis  Majesty  was 
as  follows: — 

Windsor  Castle,  October  3,  1809. 

The  King  has  received  Lord  Castlereagh''8  letter  of  the  1st 
instant ;  and,  before  his  Majesty  enters  into  transactions  of 
which  he  mast  ever  lament  the  occurrence  and  the  couse- 
quencee,  he  thinks  it  neceeeary  to  assure  Lord  Castlereagh 
that  be  readily  admits  that,  sitaated  as  he  is,  he  oonld  not 
with  propriety  haye  made  his  representation  to  the  King  in 
any  other  than  the  direct  mode,  which  he  has  adi^ted. 

The  King  does  not  recollect  any  communication  to  him  of 
Mr.  Canning's  letter  of  the  24th  March  last,  to  which  Lord 
Castlereagh  refi»s  i  nor  kat  want  of  seal  or  of  efficiency,  on  the 
part  ef  Lord  Cadlereagh^  in  ike  execution  of  the  duHee  ^  hie 
departmeni,  ever  been  nrged  to  his  Majesty,  as  a  ground  for 
the  arrangement  wliich  was  suggested.  The  Buke  of  Portland 
stated  verbally  to  the  King,  in  May  last,  that  difficulties  had 
arisen  from  Mr.  Canniiii;'s  representation,  that  the  duties  of 
the  Foreign  and  the  Colonial  DtpaiLinents  clashed,  and  that, 
unless  some  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the  removal  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  he  hail  i  i  ason  to  helieve  that  Mr.  Canning: 
would  resicoi  his  situation  iii  the  liovunmieut.  This  was  the 
reason  assigned  to  his  Majesty ;  and,  in  June.  Lord  Wellesley's 
name  was  first  submitted  to  him,  as  tlic  eventual  successor  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  the  continuance  of  whose  services,  as  a 
member  of  the  Government,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  secured  by 
lK>me  further  arrangement.  It  was  not  intended  that  the  com- 
munication to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  what  was  in  agitation  should 
haye  been  subject  to  the  delay  which  progressively  took  place, 
from  circumstances  into  which  the  King  does  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  enter. 

The  King  has  no  hesitation  in  assuring  Lord  Castlereagh 
ihat  he  has  at  all  times  been  satisfied  with  the  Zealand  €u$iduiiy 
with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  eaWeitf  eitua- 
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l»0fif  wliich  he  liaa  filled,  and  with  the  exertions  which,  under 
every  difficulty,  he  has  made  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty '*s 
and  the  country's  interest. 

His  Majesty  um^i  ever  approve  the  principle  which  slndl 
secure  the  support  and  protection  of  Government  to  officers 
exposing"  their  reputation  as  well  a«  t)ipir  lives  in  his  service, 
tr/ien  their  characters  and  amduct  are  attacked  and  aspersed 
upm  loose  and  insufficient  (/rounds ;  icithout  adterting  to  em- 
barrassments and  local  difficulties,  of  which  thote  <fn  the  tpot  can 
cUofie  form  an  adequate  judgment. 

His  Majesty  haa  never  been  induced  to  admit  that  Lord 
Castlereagh  was  wanting  in  zeal  or  exertion  in  providing  for 
the  reinforcement  of  his  army  in  Portugal.  On  the  contrary, 
Lord  Caetlereagh  muet  remember  that  the  King  waa  not  dis- 
poaed  to  question  the  correctness  of  the  representations  made 
by  the  kte  Sir  John  Moore,  which  subsequent  experience  has 
•  too  fuUy  confirmed ;  and,  although  he  was  induced  to  yield  to 
the  advice  of  his  confidential  servants,  he  never  could  look 
with  sattsfiMstion  to  the  prospect  of  another  British  army  being 
committed  in  Spain,  under  the  possible  recurrence  of  the  same 
difficulties. 

It  was  also  this  impression  which  prompted  the  King  to 
acquiesce  in  the  appointment  of  so  young  a  Lieutenant-General 

as  Lord  Wellington,  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Portu^l, 
as  lie  hoped  tliat  this  considi  rati  on  would  operate  with  others, 
against  any  considerable  aiigiiii  utiiiiuii  of  that  army,  although 
that  augmentation  has  been  since  gradually  produced  by  events 
not  then  foreseen. 

In  making  this  obsfrv^ition,  the  King  is  far  ti'om  meaning 
to  roflpct  upon  Lord  ^V  ellington,  of  whose  zealous  services  and 
abilities  he  has  the  most  favourable  opinion,  and  whose  subse- 
quent conduct  has  proved  him  deserving  of  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  I  but,  as  Lord  Castlereagh  lias  laid  .«;o  much 
str^s  upon  this  point,  his  Majesty  has  considered  it  due  to 
himself  and  to  Lord  Castlereagh  to  show  clearly  that  ho  had 
never  entertained  an  idea  that  there  had  been  any  neglect  on 
his  part  in  providing  for  that  service. 
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The  above  letter  is  a  conyincing  evidence  of  the 

great  difficulties  wliich  Lord  Castlcreagh  encountered 
in  recomiueudiug  the  appoiutuient  of  so  young  a 
general  officer  as  Sir  Arthur  Weiiesley  was  at  that 
time,  over  the  heads  of  so  many  senior  generals,  to 
the  command  of  the  army  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Au(]  yet,  what  might  the  state  of  things  now  ])e,  hut 
for  Lord  Castlereagh's  foresight,  judgment,  and  de- 
cision, against  all  the  opposition  which  he  met  with 
in  this  arrangement  1 

Immediately  before  the  meeting  between  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Canning,  the  former  resigned 
his  office,  and  his  antagonist  (who  was  womided) 
also  retired  fre)m  the  department  of  foi*eign  afiaii's, 
which,  before  the  end  of  the  same  year,  was  tmns* 
ferJ  to  his  Lordsbip,  who,  on  the  luJsBuuUion  of 

Mr.  Percival,  ()])Uiiiied  that  iullueiice  in  liis  Majesty's 
councils,  and  occupied  that  office,  which  he  continued 
to  hold  till  his  death :  being  Foreign  Minister  at  a 
time  when  our  exertions,  military  and  diplomatic, 
were  innM  extensive  and  most  strikingly  successful; 
and  our  negociator,  when  Europe,  raised  by  our  call, 
and  led  by  our  example,  was  disposed  to  allow  a  pre- 
ponderant influence  to  British  counsels. 

In  no  pait  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  ministerial  career 
were  his  influence  and  efforts  exerted  with  greater  ad- 
vantage, to  the  interests  and  the  glory  of  his  country, 
than  when  the  Spanish  people  rose,  in  defence  of  their 
national  independence,  against  the  general  op])ressor 
of  Europe.    To  his  counsels,  I  boldly  assert,  it  was 
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cbiefly  owing  that  the  British  Cabinet  decided  to 

afford  hearty  and  effective  assistance  in  that  iu  iluous 
struggle,  in  spite  of  the  violent  outcries  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Opposition  against  our  interference,  and 
their  prophetic  denunciations  that  this  interference 
coukl  oiily  involve  the  country  in  disasters  and  dis- 
grace. It  was  Lord  Castlereagh,  too,  who  had  tlie 
firm  mind  to  uphold  the  conimander  whom  he  had 
selected  throughout  all  his  operations  and  plans  in  tiic 
Peninsula,  and  wannly  to  second  liiin  in  the  boldest 
and  most  decisive  of  his  military  arrangements. 

How  much  the  steady  perseverance  maintained  in 
tiiose  plans  must  have  contributed  to  embarrass  tiie 
mOitary  operations  of  Napoleon  in  other  quarters — 
against  Austria,  in  1809;  against  Russia,  in  1812; 
against  the  Allies,  in  1813 — to  disappoint  the  dreams 
of  his  boundless  ambition,  and  to  falsify,  by  its  glori- 
ous success,  the  forebodings  of  those  soi-disant  liberals 
who  had  taken  that  destroyer  of  all  liberty  under  theur 
especial  protection,  is  too  obvious  to  every  attentive 
observer  of  the  passing  events  of  that  period  to  need 
further  comment. 

In  Dec^ber,  1813,  in  consequence  of  the  revolu^ 
tion  which  took  place  in  Holland,  Lord  Gastiereagh 
set  out  for  that  country,  in  iiis  way  to  join  the  Sove- 
reigns allied  against  France,  as  Plenipotentiary  Ex- 
traordinary, with  full  powers  to  treat  for  a  general 
peace;  and  he  accordingly  attended  the  conferences 
on  this  subject,  held  at  Chatillou,  which  ended  in 
March,  1814. 

The  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  which  was  afterwards 
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concluded,  induced  the  determination  of  adding  Lord 

Castlereagh  to  Paris.  He  immediately  called  iipou 
the  Empei'or  of  Russia,  who,  I  believe,  strongly  urged 
and  invited  him  to  sign  it;  but  he  exeased  himself  by 
saying,  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  the  instructtons 
of  liis  Govcninieiit,  neither  did  his  own  private  opinion 
iucliue  him  to  do  so. 

This  Treaty  appeared  to  him  impolitic  and  danger- 
ous, inasmuch  as  it  left  Buonaparte  the  tide  of  Em- 
peror, whieli  Euglaiid  had  uever  recogiiivSed ;  and 
gave  him,  for  a  retreat,  a  sovereignty  much  too  near 
France,  and,  lastly,  much  too  huge  an  allowance, 
which  would  enable  him  again  to  intrigue  and  disturb 
the  peace  of  Europe.  However,  as  soon  as  Buonaparte 
was  sent  off  for  Elba,  Lord  Castlereagh,  as  principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreigu  Afibirs,  ultimately 
decided  on  signing  the  Treaty  of  Taris  of  the  30th  of 
March,  1814,  which  gave  a  transient  peace  to  Europe. 

As  the  representative  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  en- 
suing Congress  of  Vienna,  in  addition  to  the  further- 
ance of  other  great  ohjects.  Lord  ( "astlereagh  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  obtain  tlie  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade;  and  even  proposed  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  colonial  produce,  from  all  parts,  where 
that  trade  was  continued.  This  proposition,  how- 
ever, ])roduced  vehenu  nt  remonstrances,  especially 
from  Spain:  and  all  that  he  could  obtain  was  a 
gradual  abolition. 

Oji  the  13th  of  February,  Iblo,  he  left  Vienna, 
after  long  conferences  with  the  foreign  plenipoten- 
tiaries, in  wliich  the  principal  points  of  nc^tiation 
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were  settled.  Before  his  departure,  Lord  Castlereagh 

delivered  to  the  .Vllied  Sovereijms  the  medals  which 
the  PriucG  Ee2:eut  had  caused  to  be  struck  in  com- 
memoratioii  of  that  Congress*  He  proceeded  direct  to 
Paris,  in  order  to  have  interviews  with  Louis  XVlIl* 
I  should  iiieiition  that  lie  had,  hi  the  preceding  yeiu*, 
been  honouicd  with  the  order  of  the  Garter,  as  a 
testimonial  firom  his  Sovereign  of  his  acknowledged 
services.  From  Paris,  proceeding  to  England,  he 
lauded  at  Dover  the  3rd  of  March,  auiidbt  the  acchi- 
mations  of  the  people. 

On  this  occasion,  one  of  the  London  journals  prot- 
nounced  this  emphatic  eulogy : 

Never  perhaps  wu  man  charged  with  a  more  delicate  and 
more  important  mission,  or  possessed  more  advantages  for  exe- 
cuting it.  Witli  consummate  ability,  lio  coiiibiuos  ull  the 
graces  of  the  most  exquisite  j)olitem\ss.  Moderate,  but  firm, 
he  conceives  laudable  projects  only,  and  executes  them  by 
honourable  miMns,  He  is  a  statesman  without  jruile,  a  courtier 
without  falsehood  ;  sueli  a  man  is  a  fflorv  to  liis  country  :  and, 
if  lOni^laud  is  proud  of  a  Nelson,  of  a  WeUiiigton,so  ought  she 
to  be  of  having  produced  a  Castlereagh. 

On  Lord  Castlereagh's  return  to  England,  he  laid, 
on  the  16th  of  June,  a  copy  of  that  Treaty,  and  the 

documents  relating;  to  those  tmnsactions,  so  glonoiis 
for  his  country,  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Comi- 
mons.  When  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  the 
House,  on  his  return  from  the  most  important  mis- 
sion with  which  a  British  uegociator  was  ever  en- 
trusted, all  the  members  present,  according  to  the 
report  of  eye-witnesses,  rose  as  by  unanimous  con- 
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cert)  and  received  him  with  cheers  bo  enthusiasdc,  as 
to  be  unparalleled  in  the  proceedings  of  even  that 

assembly.  Tlie  unequivuail  tokens  of  ap]tiu]>atiou 
bestowed  on  his  Lordship,  on  his  return  to  his 
official  and  legishitive  duties  at  home,  seemed,  how* 
ever,  only  to  sharpen  the  acrimony  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  arrai2:nius;  his  conduct  and  that  of  the  Allied 
Sovereigns.  In  tliese  attacks,  Mr.  Wliitbread  pai*- 
ticularly  signalized  himself;  and  by  one  of  them,  on 
the  20l3i  of  March,  lie  drew  from  Lord  CastJereagh  an 
emphatic  rebuke  for  his  unjust  comdemnation,  on 
imperfect  or  fidse  information,  of  the  proceediugs  of 
the  British  government  and  its  aUies,  a  triumphant 
vindication  of  both,  and  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
motives  of  such  of  the  great  measures  as  iiad  been 
settled  by  the  Congress.  From  this  speech,  corrected 
by  hmwelf,  aad  which  h»>  never  been  printed,  I  sbdl 
venture  tu  make  a  few  extracts. 

I  am  eonfidflot  [aatd  his  Lordship]  tliat  the  House  inll  join 
iHth  me  in  the  sentiment  that  the  question  ibis  night  is  not 
whether  the  partieahu*  interests  of  this  country  have  been  op* 
held  and  preserved,  and  in  what  degree  they  have  been  so 
upheld  and  preserved,  by  that  administration  to  which  I  have 
the  huuour  of  belonging  at  this  perilous  inuiueut — for  periloiii> 
indeed  must  it  be,  if  one  alternative  of  the  catastrophe  alluded 
to  by  the  honourable  goutlemau  as  now  peiiJiiig  in  France 
ehoald  by  possibih'ty  be  reaUzed,  thonn^h  all  cireuiiistanc^a 
tvith  which  we  are  aecpiaintcd  lead  to  a  different  and  more  for- 
tunate conclusion — but  the  question  is  no  less  than  whether 
the  councils  of  tho^e  sovereigns  upon  whom  onr  prospect  of 
safety  and  tranquillity  depends  have  conducted  themselves 
with  integrity  and  wisdom  during  the  coarse  of  the  late  import- 
ant disoussions. 
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I  tnirt  the  House  will  fed  thftt  I  am  bound,  under  its  in- 
dulgence, to  attempt  to  refote  the  many  unfounded  aMertione 
and  unfiur  insinuations  that  have  be«i  thrown  out  by  the 
honourable  member.  Of  the  mode  in  which  he  has  brou«rht 
forward  this  question  I  mean  not  to  .  complain.  I  am  sure 
that  he  is  too  manly  to  disguise  in  my  prwence  any  sentiment 
tli;tt  ho  has  been  induced  to  utter  in  my  absence;  for,  if  there 
be  any  point  of  uuiou  between  us,  separated  a.s  we  are  and 
always  have  been  in  political  sentiment,  it  is,  perliaps,  that  as 
he  has  had  no  hesitation  in  nuikiiig  cliarges  a<;ainst  me  in  the 
course  of  my  public  life,  so  1  liave  had  as  little  liesitation  in 
repelling  those  chariireH  whenever  they  have  been  brought  for- 
ward. But,  tlidUgh  I  may  have  always  felt  some  sympathy 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  mode  in  wliicli  he  made 
his  attacks,  because  it  enabled  me  as  openly  and  undinguisedly 
to  vindicate  myself,  yet,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
nation  is  now  placed,  I  must  protest  against  that  species  of 
attack :  1  protest  against  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  service ; 
for  the  sake  of  the  character  of  the  councils  of  the  sovereign ; 
for  the  sake  of  not  depriving  the  executive  government  of  the 
means  of  acting,  of  which  it  is  most  important  they  should  not 
be  deprived,  in  conducting  negociationa  abroad:  and  I  feel 
that«  on  my  return  to  ParUameni.  I  should  abandon  my  duty 
if  I  did  not  protest  against  this  novel  and  most  injurious 
system — ^novel,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  in  the  constitutional 
history  of  the  country,  and  most  injurious  to  the  execution  of 
the  public  service.  I  deny  that  it  is  competent  for  any  mem« 
ber  of  Parliament,  in  the  absence  of  all  regular  and  authentic 
information,  from  a  morbid  jealousy  and  unfounded  suspicion, 
to  presume  the  disgrace  and  dishonour  of  his  country,  arising 
from  the  supposed  protli':;acy  of  the  government.  It  is  rather 
too  nmeh,  1  tliink,  to  aajiume  blame  against  the  ministers  of 
his  own  sovereign  j  to  put  them  upon  their  defence  ;  to  demand, 
under  such  circumstances  and  at  such  a  moment,  a  justification 
against  accusations  grounded  solely  \\\>^m  misrepresentations 
and  upon  the  irarbled  stat-ements  tliat  liis  industry  is  able  to 
collect,  or  upon  such  illicit  information  as  he  may  receive  iroui 
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the  agents  of  foreign  powen,  pending  negoeiatidnB  abroad, 
which  those  agents  do  not  Tenture  to  avow  by  pnblie  and 
authentic  acta  In  the  &ce  of  Europe. 

I  contend,  and  I  am  sure  the  Hoose  will  ftel  with  me^  that 
no  government  is  competent  to  meet  in  negociation  those  of  the 
other  soveieigtts  of  Europe,  if  it  is  eo  humbly  situated  In  its 
own  conntiy  as  not  to  be  allowed  to  conduct  an  aflUr  to  a  dose 
before*  it  is  called  upon  to  justify  itself,  or  if,  on  the  production 
of  every  single  doounient  of  which  any  member  is  able  to  obtain 
possession,  lie  is  to  be  allowed  to  call  upon  the  ministers  of 
the  sovcn'i<:;ii  to  avow  or  to  disavow  it.s  autheiiticity.  If,  upon 
documents  thus  brouglit  forward,  ministers  in  Parliament  are 
to  be  called  upon  to  vindicate  their  conduct,  and  to  review  that 
of  foreign  powers  at  periods  most  inconvenient  to  the  public 
service,  in  order  to  relieve  themselves  from  cluirgcs  ma  l*  ii{H»n 
insulated  and  unconnected  topics,  without  regard  to  the  l(  ii(  ral 
bearings  of  the  i^^reat  transartinii*^  in  whicli  they  are  engaged, 
it  is  obviously  impossible  that  tiie  aflairs  of  any  State  can  be 
conducted  with  either  cliaracter  or  eftect. 

In  this  instance,  I  beg  leave  to  decline  the  shield  which  the 
honourable  member  has  so  kindly  attempted  to  afford  me.  It 
is  not  my  wish,  whatever  may  be  his,  to  be  conmdered,  under 
the  present  circumstances  and  after  what  has  passed,  as  only 
an  individual  member  of  tin;  government.  I  disdain  to  shelter 
myself  from  any  responsibility  that  ought  to  attach  to  the 
fimctions  which  I  was  commissioned  to  discharge,  by  being 
considered  as  an  individual  member  of  the  councils  of  my  sove- 
reign ;  all  of  whom  were  equally  liable  to  such  responsibility 
with  myself.  I  should  be  ashamed  presumptuously  to  arro- 
gate to  myself  any  responsibility  not  belonging  to  the  office 
thftt  I  hold,  or  to  assume  any  pre-eminence  in  those  councils 
to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong :  but,  circumstanced  as  I  have 
been,  I  feel  that  I  could  not  accept  the  cover  that  has  been 
offered,  without  a  de^rradation  of  my  personal  chanu  ter  

If  I  were  to  lead  the  House  to  suppose  that,  in  the  arduous 
transactions  in  which  1  have  l)een  engaged,  1  luul  at  any  t'lmo 
suffered  the  machine  of  Congress  to  stand  still,  in  order  to 
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Bcreen  my  conduct  and  dctenninations  under  the  cover  of  pre- 
vious instmctionB  from  my  government,  wlien  the  pnblio  inte* 

rests  might  suffer  from  delay,  or  that  I  had  withheld  that  im- 
pulse which  tho  ill ihit  lice  of  Great  Britain,  when  applied  with 
decision,  was  ('.ilcnlated  to  give,  I  should  think  that  T  had 
grossly  betr.ayed  the  tmst  reposed  in  me. ...If  it  shall  appear, 
as  the  honourable  nieuiber  has,  on  this  night  and  on  many 
others,  contended,  tliat  the  honour  of  the  Crown  lias  been 
sullied,  that  iIk^  -  o  jd  faith  of  the  country  has  been  broken,  or 
that  her  policy  and  interests  have  been  disrenrarded.  and  her 
character  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  1  desire  to  be  con- 
sidered as  alone  responsible ;  I  am  ready  alone  to  meet  the 
attack  and  to  repel  the  chaige. 

Lord  Casdereagh  then  proceeded  to  explain  the 

state  of  the  iie<z;ociations  relative  to  tlio  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade — a  point  for  which  our  pleuipoteutiary 
had  been  particularly  instructed  to  press  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  other  powers,  even  with  offers  of  terri- 
torial, cessions  and  pecuuiary  sacriiices:  he  argued — 

If  foreign  powers  have  withstood  those  temptations  held  out 
for  their  conditional  acceptance,  whilst  our  exertions  .should  bo 
continued  without  relaxation  to  brini^  them  to  a  more  favour- 
able decision,  it  is  but  fair  and  just  for  Parliament  to  conclude 
that  there  were  serious  dillieulties  in  the  way  of  those  govern- 
ments immediately  lending  themselves  to  our  wishes,  and  that 
we  are  bound  to  make  allowances  for  the  mtitives  which  in- 
duced them  not  to  embark  in  what  they  held  to  be  to  them  a 
dangerous  experiment.  With  a  view  to  the  anccess  of  the  ob- 
ject iteel^  we  ought  not  to  disgust  them  hy  our  inconsiderate 
reproaches. 

Though  the  SUve  Trade  is  not  actually  abolished,  yet  I  have 
the  satislhction  to  announce  that  a  great  step  has  been  made 
towards  its  suppression.  The  eight  powers  who  were  parties 
to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  have  published  a  solemn  declaration  that 
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it  was  fit  that  this  detestable  traffic  should  be  swept  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  The  claim  which  particular  powers  who  still 
traffic  in  slaves  make  for  themselves,  is  that  so  much  time  shall 
be  allowed  for  Its  discontinuance  as  is  necessary  for  the  wel- 
fiu«,  seearitj,  and  internal  tianqaillity  of  their  respective 
doDiinionH,  and  more  particularly  their  colonies  j  and  they 
pledge  themselves  to  the  world  then  to  pat  an  end  to  this  ne- 
fiirions  trade.  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  oongratnlate  the 
House  on  this  important  reaolt.  It  will  be  obvions  that  no 
-  small  step  has  been  gained,  by  indndnf^  every  power  in  Europe 
not  only  to  prononnoe  against  the  general  principle  of  the 
traffic  in  humaa  beings,  but  to  pronounce  in  iavour  of  its  actnai, 

final,  and  early  extinction  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  have 

hitherto  made  the  least  progress  towards  the  final  accomplish- 
ment  of  the  object,  have  declared  eight  years  to  be  the  utmost 
interval  before  it  is  abolished  by  them,  and  I  do  not  despair 
tliat  even  this  period  may  yet  be  reduced.  With  re.s])eot  to 
France,  altliough  1  have  not  yet  been  able  to  persuade  the 
French  government  to  depart  from  their  ori^jinal  deLeniiina- 
tion,  yet,  from  all  the  intercourse  I  have  had  with  the  minister 
of  his  Most  Cliristiau  Majesty,  my  belief  is  that  they  are  sin- 
cerelv  desirous  to  nut  the  earliest  termination  to  this  trade 
that  they  can  recHueile  to  the  general  opiuioo  and  the  prevail- 
ing prejudices  of  their  own  nation, 

I  should  not  have  satisfied  Parliament,  or  indeed  my  own 
sense  of  public  duty,  if  I  had  not  made  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure a  partial  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  particularly  north 
of  the  Line.  But  I  do  not  myself  consider  this  important 
question  as  yet  terminated  at  Vi'  iiTi a ;  for  some  of  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries, for  instance,  that  of  Portugal,  had  not  time  to  re- 
ceive sufficient  instructions  on  the  subject  from  their  govern- 
ment, and  th'erefore  did  not  deem  themselves  authorised  to 
determine  upon  it.  Measures  have,  in  consequence,  been 
taken  to  adjourn  the  Congress,  as  &r  as  the  Slave  Trade  is 
concerned,  and  to  establish  a  commission,  composed  of  accre- 
dited agents,  in  London  or  Paris,  to  continue  the  negoctations 
upon  the  subject. 
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Havins^  disposed  of  Uie  question  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
Lord  Castlereagh  passed  to  the  cousidemtion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  in  regard  to 
European  States. 

Every  jrentleiii'iii  in  the  Housw  must  be  aware  that  the 
Congress  wius  asHciiihled  for  the  purpose  of  carryino'  into  effect 
the  peace  of  Paris,  u  \H'nee  which  received  the  approbation  of 
even  tlie  honourabio  ij;* ntlenian  :  not  that  T  mean  to  imply 
that  he  is  bound  to  apphiud  any  proceedings*  tliat  have  been  since 
founded  upon  it,  if  he  thinks  them  not  deserving  of  applause* 
The  fair  question  then  is,  whether,  taking  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
as  the  basis  upon  which  the  late  deliberations  at  V^ienna  were 
established,  and  npon  the  general  principles  of  which  those  de- 
Uberations  were  to  be  pursaed,  whatever  declarations  might  at 
other  times  have  been  issued — whether,  I  saj,  under  all  the 
circumstancea  of  the  case,  those  who  were  eng^[ed  in  this  gnat 
undertaking  have  fairly  and  honourably  executed  the  task  im- 
posed upon  them,  and  what  judgment  the  House  and  the  world 
at  lai^,  for  whom  they  acted,  ought  to  pfononnce  upon  their 
conduct. 

I  am  prepared  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  thai 
issue :  I  will,  at  the  proper  moment,  disguise  none  of  the  eii^ 
cumstancss  of  the  case ;  I  will  then  disclose  every  particle  of 
intelligence  upon  every  single  point ;  I  will,  at  the  proper  time, 
avow  them  openly ;  and  if,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  am  ac- 
cused of  witliholding  any  portion  of  these  transactions,  it  is 
only  because  it  i.s  not  possible  for  me,  witli  a  due  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  puUlu'  st  rvice,  to  lay  them  all  open  to  the  view 
of  the  world.  But,  on  every  part  of  this  complicated  question, 
1  will  be  |)r(^pared  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman  :  I  will  be 
prepared  to  vindicate  it  airaiust  the  foul  calunmies  with  which, 
no  doubt  from  misappreiiension  and  misinformation,  he  has 
thought  fit  to  impugn  the  councils  of  his  country,  and  to  bring 
charges  of  the  most  nefarious  character  against  other  govern- 
ments that  have  been  parties  to  those  transactions,  without  the 
slightest  foundation  for  his  accusations,  and,  as  I  will  take 
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leav«  to  flay,  whli  great  prejudice  to  the  geoeral  intereflta  and 
wel&ie  of  Europe.  In  the  commenoement,  the  Houfle  will 
aDow  me  to  protest  agaiuet  the  prindple  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  attempted  to  bjdown  for  the  Boyereigne  of 
Europe.  as  he  contende,  they  had  inued  a  Declaration, 
under  the  construction  of  which  all  the  ancient  goyemroente 
of  Europe  which  Time  had  swept  away  were  to  be  re-created  ; 
that  those  nide  and  shapeless  ^brics^  which  had  Ions:  been 
thrown  down,  and  liad  loni;  ceasod  to  exist  in  anv  tangible 
ibrm.  were  to  be  ret'oudtnicted  witliout  anv  rousideration  of 
the  real  tendency  of  such  a  reconstruction  j  that  those  scat- 
tered fras^ments  were  aijain  to  bo  sought  out  of  the  obs<"nrity 
of  past  aires,  and  af^ain  to  bo  put  together,  without  rolloctiug 
upon  the  |>robabl<'  consoquoncos — upon  the  corruj)ti<»!is  that 
had[ri''\vii  u]i  iHub'r  tlio  sliado  ol  those  antiquated  and  ruinous 
institutions — without  recollecting  how  far  those  very  govern- 
ments had  tended  to  produce  the  calamities  by  which  Europe 
had  been  so  long  and  so  severely  yiuted,  and  which  might  in 
time  have  the  yery  effect  of  re-creating  the  dangers  which  we 
haye  just  escaped — I  say,  if  the  Declaration^^  of  the  sovereigns 
were  to  be  so  construed  and  understood,  I  should  have  felt 
ashamed  that  my  countiy  had  belonged  to  a  confederacy 
founded  upon  such  a  principle  of  imbecility. 

The  true  question  is — and  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  too  much  of  a  statesman  and  too  manly  in  his  under- 
standing not  to  meet  me  upon  that  issue — ^whether  the  delibe- 
rations  and  decisions  of  Congress  were  guided  by  an  ascertamed 
and  worthy  principle ;  whether  the  basis  of  a  solid  and  lasting 
pacification  was  or  was  not  in  itself  unsound;  and  whether, 
fbr  the  sake  of  the  attainment  of  any  partial  or  selfish  views, 
any  of  the  parties,  but  more  especially  this  ootmtry,  had  be- 
trayed the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  confidence  of  Europe. 
It  is  upon  these  f^rounds,  and  those  only,  tliat  1  mean  to  argue 
the  question,  and  to  refute  the  assertions  and  positions  of  the 
honourable  member  

I  apprehend  that,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  negociations 
lately  held  for  the  attainment  of  a  general  peace,  it  was 
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perfectly  imdentood  that  tlie  pnrpoBe  of  the  flovereigns  of 
Europe,  after  the  eontests  they  had  eodured,  was  to  eetabUirii 

and  reoi^nize  the  two  great  monarchies  of  Europe,  that  had 
been  almost  anniiiilatod  as  monarchies,  to  accomplish  the  de- 
signs of  the  late  ruler  of  France — I  mean,  Austria  and  J*russia. 

The  object,  as  all  gentlemen  must  be  aware,  was  to  gain  and 
permanently  secure  greater  safety  on  both  flanks  of  the  two 
States  which  were  to  form  the  iiiiinediate  hulwarks  of  Europe, 
to  give  adequate  j)ower,  by  means  of  the  additional  strength 
which  they  should  supply  to  that  State  of  Nortli  (Tormany 
which  should  be  charged  with  the  preservation  of  that  portion 
of  the  Continent.  It  was  also  desirable  that  a  strons^  barrier 
should  be  interposed  hetweeo  the  States  of  Italy  and  France, 
to  prevent  them  also  from  ever  arraying  themselves  against 
eaoh  other.  It  was  further  wished  that  Switzerland  should  be 
re-established  in  her  influence  and  independence,  to  keep  up 
the  cbaio  of  communication,  and  that  (Germany  might  be  again 
confederated  in  the  same  system,  to  render  it  an  impr^abh» 
bulwark  between  the  great  States  in  the  East  and  West  of 
Europe.  The  question  is :  Have  these  arrangements  been  oal- 
euUited  to  produce  such  a  state  of  things  as  all  proftsssd  to  be 
desirous  of  creating ;  or  hare  particular  powers  been  unjustly 
aggrandized,  and  have  the  Potentates  acted  at  the  Congress  in 
the  honest  and  fiuthfbl  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
and  of  the  general  purpose  which  it  was  their  interest  to  keep 
in  view  ? 

And  here  I  will  beg  leave  to  protest  against  another,  and, 
as  I  conceive,  uiilaii  mude  in  which  the  honourable  member 
endeavoured  to  influence  the  House  upon  tliis  subject.  He 
read  a  letter  written  by  the  French  minister,  in  reference  to  a 
particular  question,  in  which  th^  writer  contends  that  the  im- 
portant point  was  not  to  he  decid* d  by  throwing,  as  it  were,  ' 
thp  whole  population  of  Europe  into  a  general  fund,  and  deal- 
ing it  out  in  such  quantities  as  might  supply  the  wants  of  the 
various  sovereigns  whose  power  was  to  be  augmented.  I  mean 
not  to  deny  that  the  letter  may  have  been  written  ;  and,  if  so, 
it  was  done  in  general  opposition  to  the  allotment  of  the  whole 
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of  Saxony  to  Praasia  as  a  territoiial  aggtandizement.  If  there 
were  not  powetflilly  operatii^  drenmatanoea,  I  ahoaki  be  the 
fiiat  to  admit  tluiA  no  ealeolation  of  mere  popnlation  oodd 
joBtify  enoh  a  meaBure:  bnt,  while  I  admit  that  the  prineiple 
of  population  onght  not  to  prevail,  if  merely  the  morality  of 
the  question  were  at  isene,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the 
importanoe  of  population^  and  of  the  wealth  eonsequeat  upon 
it,  is  great,  when  we  are  ai^uing  the  question  of  a  Wanoe  of 
power  in  Earope,  and  what  shall  be  considered  a  just  distribn- 
tion  offeree  between  the  sovereigns  who  are  to  be  eharged  with 
maintaining  the  tranquillity  of  the  Continent. 

ReferriDg  next  to  the  case  of  Genoa,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  said; 

The  accusation,  as  the  House  will  recollect,  is  that  this 
rountrv  and  her  allies  have  been  js^uilty  of  a  breach  of  faith  to- 
wards Genoa        Mo.-t       mnly  do  I  declare  to  the  Houne, 

that,  if  there  has  hemi  anv  lueachof  taitli,  it  is  not  tliis  goveni- 
ment  that  is  to  bo  chari^ed  with  the  oftVticp;  but  tliose  who 
impugn  our  proceedings  must  heap  their  wrath  upon  me.  It 
is  far  better  that  I  should  be  accused,  and  suflfer  all  the  odiam 
that  may  belong  to  this  prooeeding,  than  that  what  I  eonceiTe 
to  be  the  vety  so.ul  and  prindple  of  the  existence  of  much  of 
our  influence  among  foreign  powers  should  be  hazarded  upon 
the  subject.  If,  upon  any  solid  and  substantial  grovnd,  the 
good  &ith  of  England  can  be  called  in  qaestion  among  the 
nations  of  the  Oontbent^  I  do  believe  that  one  great  source  i£ 
our  power  and  inflnenee  is  gone^  that  the  lilb  and  sonl  whidi 
has  animated  the  public  affiuis  of  this  country  is  lost  and  dead  ^ 
that  we  should  loee  that  respect  and  esteem  among  fi>reign 
nations  which  have  been  one  of  the  ohief  foundations  of  our 
brilliant  snooesses.  Without  that  charaeter  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  for  unimpeachable  good  fotth  and  integrity  in 
her  engagements,  I  am  persuaded  that  we  never  could  have 
achieved  those  results  for  the  preservation  of  the  independence 
of  Europe  which  the  great  powers  of  the  Continent  know  that 
we  liave  achieved,  and  for  the  benefits  resulting  from  whic^ 
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they  are    mainly  indebted  to  this  country,  and  for  which,  I  can 

assure  the  House,  they  are  duly  and  fully  sensible  

To  a  certain  degree,  I  admit  that  the  honourable  gentleman 

is  well  fennded  in  his  fiMsts ;  bnt«  partly  for  the  sake  of  aiga> 

ment»  partly  from  misinformation,  he  has  so  dressed  them  np  in 

ornaments  not  belonging  to  them,  that  it  is  sometimes  yeiy 

diffienlt  to  recognise  the  original  &ct  in  the  drapery  in  whidi 

he  has  involTcd  it. 
It  is  trae,  as  he  has  endeaYoored  to  show,  that^  at  a  period 

somewhat  remote,  before  I  was  honoured  with  the  seals  of  the 
foreign  department,  GoTcmment  had  received  inteltigeooe  which 
induced  them  to  belicTO  that  a  spirit  fayonrable  to  the  general 
sense  of  Enrope  existed  in  Italy ;  that  there  existed  a  strong 
disposition  to  throw  off  the  French  yoke.  We  undoubtedly 
ftlt  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  these  ihvourable  symptoms, 
and  to  lend  any  assistanoe  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of 

more  inij)ortaiit  objects  That  tliis  alleged  diHpositioii  of  the 

people  of  Italy  ever  assumed  any  such  appi-arance  as  that 
stated  by  the  lionourabic  uiernber,  T  have  no  knowledge :  that 
the  form  of  the  Government  t/)  be  established  was  actually 
fixed  ;  that  the  Sovereign  w  ho  was  to  preside  over  it  was  named  ; 
and,  in  short,  that  the  re<jular  existence  of  a  new  independent 
kingdom  \va.s  determin« d  iqi  un,  1  never  liad  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose But  T  conclude  tliat,  if  any  effort  were  to  be  made  tor 

independence  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps,  it  must  have  been 
an  Italian  effort,  and  nothing  else  :  because  we  had  not  then 
any  large  disposable  force  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  Austria, 
compelled  by  the  events  of  war  to  retire,  had  at  that  time  no 

footing  in  Italy  In  point  of  fact,  were  the  expectations  raised 

with  respect  to  Italy  realized  ?    I  can  assure  the  House  that 

they  never  were  revived  in  the  smallest  degree  

Never  were  assurances  so  little  fulfilled  as  those  which  the 
British  Goveniment  received  inm  the  Italians,  never  were  any 

so  futile  in  the  result  The  expectations  of  assistance  on  the 

part  of  Italy  were  fidsified  to  such  a  degree,  that^  while  one 
half  of  the  armies  of  France  was  empbyed  in  a  disastrous  war 
in  Spain,  and  the  other  half  marched  into  Kussia  and  there 
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destroyed,  at  the  time  wlun  lial^  literally  stripped  of 
troops,  in  urdn  t  I  a  ainplish  the  amHitioua  designs  of  the  ruler 
of  France,  net  a  uiaa  io.se  in  Italy,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
other.  liuonapaj't<\  at  tlint  time,  when  he  hrid  scarcely  a  soldier 
to  maintain  his  autliority  tlierc,  ha<l  it  been  dispute  1.  jM  isscssed 
Italy  in  a  state  of  perfeet  and  implicit  obedience.  Notwith- 
standing the  spirit  of  die>atrection  which  had  been  so  much 
talked  of,  and  which,  as  the  honourable  gentlemAU  aays,  had 
aotually  led  to  the  establishmeDt  in  idea  of  a  new  goyemment 
under  %  new  head,  Buonaparte  had  as  complete  possession  of 
wrery  part  of  Italy  as  onr  Government  has  of  the  county  of 

York,  or  any  other  the  most  loyal  diatriet  of  the  kingdom  

The  Italians  did  not  vaiae  an  arm  in  their  own  eaoae ;  and, 
for  any  benefits  that  result  from  the  anbTenion  of  that  an* 
thority  under  which  they  had  so  long  groaned,  they  are  in- 
debted to  the  Allies  |  Ibr  themaelyee  they  did  and  attempted 
nothing  • 

His  Mijesty^B  Government,  finding  that  the  expectations  in- 
dulged were  not  in  the  slightest  degree  aooomplished,  made  a 
total  ehange  in  the  destination  of  the  fbree  with  which  they 
designed  to  second  the  supposed  efforts  of  the  people  of  Italy : 
it  was  sent  to  Spain  to  aid  the  Duke  of  Wellington  

Does  not  the  Hoose  reoolleet  the  period  when  Austria  joined 
the  great  eonftderacy  of  the  AlUes,  and  when  all  were  sensible 
that  the  rescue  of  enslayed  Europe  depended  upon  the  deter- 
mination of  that  great  Power,  which,  by  exerting  itself  at  that 
moment  on  the  side  of  independence,  could  put  an  end  to  the 
bondage,  or,  by  continuing  inactive,  perliaps  perpetuate,  but 
certainly  long  retard,  the  liberty  and  ha])piness  of  all  surround- 
ing nations  ?  At  such  a  moment,  it  was  part  of  tiie  wise  poliey 
of  this  country  —  a  policy  which,  I  hope,  she  will  ever  |  ur-no 
— to  attach  Austria  to  the  cause  that  we  had  so  loim  espoti-cd. 
There  wa.s  not,  there  could  not  be,  a  second  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  wa.s  not  only  the  evident  policy  under  the  circum- 
stances, but  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case.  The  assistance 
which  Austria  eould  bring  into  the  field  was  not  to  be  put  in 
competition  for  a  moment  with  an  actual  insurrection^  if  it  had» 
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M  we  were  led  to  expeet^  really  broken  oai;  far  all  men  Ibit 
thai  Anatria  wbb  in  tmtli  the  great  hinge  on  which  the  ftte  of 
mankind  must  ultimately  depend.... 

The  House  cannot  he  ignonuit  that  all  the  united  powen 
were  to  have  bat  one  common  intereat,  to  aot  £>r  the  ancoeaa  of 
one  common  canae^  to  atand  or  fidl  together^  and,  abore  all, 
that  no  partienlar  State  waa  to  enter  into  any  anangement, 
or  to  join  in  any  particular  act  fbr  ita  own  exoluaiTe  benefit. 
Whatever  other  Powera  may  haye  done,  and  I  aaaore  the 
HoQse  that  I  know  no  reoaon  to  impugn  their  conduct  in  this 
respect,  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  acts  of  Great  Britain 
have  not  been  guided  by  any  wish  to  gratify  national  and  sepa- 
rate views  and  iutorost.s,  Init  to  pursue  a  liberal  uiiil  enlarged 
Hystcm  of  moral  policy,  wiiicli  liad  in  view  her  owii  welfare, 
BO  far  only  a-s  it  secured  tlie  liberty  and  happiness  of  all  the 
otiier  i'owt  rs         wlidin  she  was  combined.... 

Tlie  Hou?>e  will  perceive  that  the  wIi<»U>  of  the  honoui-able 
gentlemairs  arLnitnont  is  that  we  were  liomiil  \n  uKiintaiii  Italijin 
independence — his  argument  is  distinct  and  regular  in  its  form. 
He  charges  the  Oovemmeut  with  a  breach  of  faith,  inasnmcli 
as  we  have  consented  to  what  has  been  accomplished  in  regard 
to  Genoa,  when,  in  truth,  we  were  bound  to  maintain  the  inde* 
pendenoe  of  Italy  againat  the  Austrian  power. 

I  maintain,  on  our  part,  that  no  man  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  Europe,  eitlter  now  or  at  a  former  period,  could  support 
for  a  moment,  with  any  show  of  reason,  the  position  that  our 
alliance  with  Auatrta  admitted  of  the  possibility  of  maintaining 
Italy  independent  aa  a  aeparate  kingdom.  What  waa  our  en- 
gagement with  Auatria!  Did  it  not  go  to  the  full  extent  of 
reatoring  Auatria  to  the  aame  aitnation  of  territorial  importance 
in  which  ahe  before  atood  in  Italy  f  Such  a  treaty  waa  wholly 
incompatible  and  inconaiatent  with  the  riaion  of  Italian  inde* 
pendence  presented  to  the  honourable  member,  and  which  he 
wiahea  to  foaten  upon  the  country  aa  a  matter  of  good  fiuth, 
which,  by  her  late  deciaiona,  ahe  Ima  negleoted  and  abandimed. 


With  respect  to  the  Prodamatioii  issued  by  Lord 
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William  Bentinck,  on  wbich  so  miieh  stress  bad  been 

laid,  Luiti  Castlereagh  insisted  that 

Hu  words  were  to  be  nndeFstood  with  aome  limit ;  and  when 
he  promiaee  independenee  to  the  Genoese,  it  eoidd  only  be  sueh 
independence  as  the  engagements  and  good  fidth  of  his  GoYera- 

ment  could  allow.    He  could  continue  nothui|i(  on  his  own  eole 

authority,  and  no  man  could  understand  him  to  intend  it,  espe- 
cially when  it  must  be  so  incompatible  with  the  general  scheme 
and  system  of  luiropoan  politics.  I  am  positive  that,  by  the 
Proclamation,  he  never  meant  to  convey  such  nn  idea  as  to 
guarantee  an  independence  that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to 
bestow....... 

Having  thus,  in  the  judgment  of  the  House,  I  liope,  a  liltlo 
relieved  ourselves  t'rom  the  charge  of  a  breach  of  good  faith,  at 
least,  as  far  as  the  gejieral  principles  on  which  we  proceeded 
were  concerned,  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  other  points,  assured 
that  the  House  will  go  along  with  me  in  feeling  that  so  far  this 
oottntry  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  the  pubUc  faith. 
— (Cheers  from  Mr.  Whitbread.) 

Does  the  honourable  member  dispute  that  position  ?  If  be 
does  dispute  it^  all  I  can  say  is  that  he  is  the  most  determined 
Sfeeuser  of  the  councib  of  his  country,  without  either  fact  or 
argument  on  his  side,  that  eyer  came  within  my  knowledge.... 

Setting  aside  the  question  whether  the  Genoese  did  or  did 
not  know  of  the  intention  to  annex  their  territmy  to  Piedmont 
long  before  it  was  carried  into  effeet,  upon  which,  howcTer, 
then  cannot  be  the  least  doubt,  I  am  prepared  to  contend 
that  the  Powers  aesembled  in  Oongran  at  Vienna  decided 
wisely  with  respect  to  Europe,  and  rightly  in  respect  to  Genoa; 
that,  in  fact,  it  was  ft  resolution  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
happiness  of  the  Genoese  and  to  the  general  welfare  and  secu- 
rity of  Kurope.  It  was  held  to  be  a  point  of  so  much  importance 
to  Europe,  that  1  have  no  objection  to  state  that  the  union  of 
Genoa  and  Piedmont  was  looked  upon  as  a  matter  determined 
by  the  various  Allied  Powers  before  they  quitted  Paris. 

Will  the  honourable  gentleman  say— whether  there  were  or 
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wete  not  any  Mcret  aitieles— tbat  the  Sovenqgns  of  Europe 
were  not  jaetiiied  In  then  haTing  any  potnto  on  whieh  their 
minde  were  not  made  np  !  If  eo  he  contends,  I  ahall  take  leave 
to  enter  my  protest  against  any  sneh  opinion. 

I  eet  a  high  value,  most  assnredly,  on  tlie  good  opiuion  of  the 
hononrahle  gentleman ;  I  am  always  happy  to  meet  with  bis 
approbation,  and  the  more  so  because  I  seldom  have  that  good 
Ibrtune:  hut,  whatever  may  be  that  value,  and  whatever  the 
weight  and  deference  due  to  his  censure,  it  is  not  to  prevent 
the  kingtioins  of  Europe  from  taking  measures  for  their  own 
gecurity  and  happiness.  I  confess  that  I  am  not  quite  so  fond 
of  popularity  as  to  wish  for  it  at  that  expense ;  but,  wlien  he 
asks  nie  whether  there  were  not  secret  articles  in  tho  Treaty 
of  Paris,  I  answer  that,  if  there  were  any  which  tlic  parlu  s  to 
it  were  not  ready  at  the  time  to  declare  and  avow,  I  should  be 
willing  to  allow  Europe  and  its  Sovereigns  to  incur  that  exe- 
cration to  which  the  honourable  gentlenifui  is  so  ready  to  con- 
sign them. 

The  House  will  be  aware  that,  whatever  those  articles  might 
be,  their  application  was  not  finally  and  entirely  decided  ;  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  they  were  not  proclaimed.  I  admit 
very  willingly  that  there  were  circumstances  understood  between 
the  Powers  at  Paris  that  did  not  form  part  of  the  ostensible 
Treaty ;  and,  so  they  acted  np  to  those  principles^  it  cannot 
be  contended  that  any  deception  was  employed,  that  any  iraud 
was  practised,  upon  ^e  people  of  Europe.  So  fu  am  I — and 
I  should  think  most  reasonable  men  would  concur  with  me— 
from  hhiming  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  for  entering  into  this 
understanding  upon  various  topics,  that  I  should  have  thought 
it  very  unwise  and  a  great  indiscretion  not  to  have  come  to 
some  sort  of  previous  decision. 

The  honourable  gentleman  asks  me  whether  in  the  Treaty  there 
was  any  thing  respecting  Holland.  I  admit  that  there  was  ;  and, 
if  any  reproach  be  due  on  that  account,  I  desire  that  I  may  bear 
inv  lull  liare  of  the  blame,  and  the  more  so,  because  1  believe  I 
may  say  that  it  was  principally  owing  to  me  that  Holland 
mentioned ;  and  1  biiuuld  iiave  despaired  of  the  cause  of  the 
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country  if  I  had  uot  done  bo,  and  bi  t  rayed,  as  I  think,  a  cri- 
mioal  oonfidenoe  in  the  mimBten  of  France,  if  I  had  noi 
brought  them  to  an  anderatanding  of  the  essential  interests  of 
this  oonntiy  with  regard  to  Holland  before  I  parted  with  the 
essential  aeearitiea  whteh  I  still  retained  in  my  hands.  At  the 
same  time,  I  was  not  to  depiiye  France  of  the  sitnation  in 
which  I  wished  to  place  her.  I  wished  to  make  her  an  im- 
portant and  deliberating  party  to  the  Treaty  $  and  the  Honso 
will  allow  me  to  state  here  that  no  confidence,  no  fiuth,  that  I 
phused  m  the  conduct  of  (he  French  Govemment,  either  with 
respect  to  the  Slave  Trade,  or  to  any  other  snbjcct,  has  been 
abused.  France  has  eondacted  herself  throughout  these  pro- 
ceedings— and  I  hope  this  &ct  will  produce,  in  the  mind  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  a  practical  sense  of  the  fitness  and  neces- 
sity of  preserving  that  Government,  if,  by  any  efforts  of  this 
country  not  inconsistent  with  moral  and  national  prudence,  or 
with  what  we  owe  to  another  great  people,  we  are  able  to  sup- 
port it — France,  I  say,  has  conducted  herself  in  a  nianner  that 
must  give  tlie  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  wlio,  1  am  sure, 
will  feel  the  propriety  of  aiding  and  snpportinir  a  Government 
that  has  given  }>cace  to  the  world,  ami,  I  y  fbe  situation  in 
which  it  has  been  placed  among  the  nations  of  luuropo,  is  able 
and  willing  to  maintain  it  

France  adopted  all  the  engagements  and  fundamental  trea- 
ties which  the  Allies  had  made  among  themselves,  and  which 
were  not  generally  disseminated.  She  came  to  Congress,  in  no 
way  fettered  in  her  decisions,  or  influenced  in  her  judgment,  a 
free  agent  to  deliberate  upon  the  important  topics  to  be  there 
decided.  She  did  not  come,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  sa^ 
posed,  to  throw  loose  the  bonds  that  united  together  the  Euro- 
pean powers  in  interest  and  actimi  $  but  as  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent State^  to  partake  in  the  deliberations  and  to  form  her  own 
decision  how  &r  she  should  support  the  Treaty  of  the  Allies, 
and  how  fiir  its  engagements  were  consistent  with  the  graend  sal- 
vation of  Europe  and  the  particular  re-establishment  of  France. 

If  we  had  not  obtained  that  prerious  recognition  on  her  part 
respecting  the  future  plans  of  Congress,  what  would  have  been 
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the  oonaeqnenee  ?  France  would  hsTe  come  to  the  OongTeBa 
in  mimi(»I,  not  a  friendly  power.  If  for  no  other,  thia  wai 
enrelj  an  adequate  reaaon  for  obtaining  thoae  atipidationa,  and 
for  not  making  them  the  aabject  of  eommnnteation  to  Pariia* 
ment.  They  were  not  withheld,  beeanae  thero  waa  m  them 
any  principle  of  which  Enxope  or  her  negoeiatoia  need  bo 
aahamed,  but  beeanae  such  a  diadoanre  woidd  haye  been  at^ 
tended  with  many  evil  consequences,  and  the  House  must  be 
aenaible  that  they  were  not  in  a  shape  to  be  properly  made  the 

subject  of  deliberation  

In  the  speech  ul  the  honuuiiible  gentleman,  every  State  in 
]Miii)|je  has  been  made  the  subject  of  charge  and  accusation, 
lie  lias  elevated  iiiniself  into  the  situation  assunit  d  by  a  person 
in  the  National  A8??enibly  of  France — a  gentleman  wIjo  cou- 
eidered  that  he  acted  under  a  freneral  delei^atiou  from  man- 
kind,  the  ambassador  of  tlio  huui;iu  mce — who  took  upon 
lumstlt  til  censure  or  applaud,  to  deliberate  or  pronounce  upon 
any  or  every  subject  ihat  came  under  discussion.  The  honourable 
member  is,  I  know,  very  diU'erent  in  many  respects  from  that 
individual ;  but  he  seems,  on  this  occasion  particularly,  to  have 
undertaken  the  task  of  judging  for  ail  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  of  aetting  himself  in  opposition  to  every  goTemment  in 
Europe.  He  has  employed  himael^  not  on  the  preaent  occa- 
sion alone^  I  believe  I  may  aay,  not  only  in  making  a  constitu- 
tional oppoaition  to  the  administoition  of  his  own  country,  but 
he  doea  appear  to  mo  to  have  added  to  it  the  duty  of  attaeking 
all  the  goTommenta  of  Europe  in  anooeaaiott,  and  of  defiuning 
and  vilifying  the  peraona  of  all  the  aovereigna* 

ReyertiDg  to  the  subject  of  Genoa,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  entered  into  fturther  exphinations  relative  to 

the  proceedings  of  Lord  William  Bentinck,  and  par- 
ticularly referred  to  his  Proclamation,  which  had 
afforded  such  a  fertile  theme  for  obloquy. 

Of  course,  1  should  have  been  slad  if  tlie  Proclamation 
is^tued  to  the  Ueuoese  had  been  more  precisely  worded,  con- 
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Bidaring  the  use  thiit  Ins  beea  made  of  it ;  I  alioold  have  been 
glad  if  there  eolild  not  have  been  two  ^^tnions  aboat  it,  and 
that  it  bad  oooTeyod  to  the  Oenoese,  as  no  doabt  was  the 
meaning  of  the  person  who  pat  iifbithf  withont  the  possibility 
of  mistake,  thai  the  government  whidi  he  then  restored  was 
only  to  exist  provisionally,  and  until  the  decision  of  the  allied 
poweia  was  known,  ss  to  any  alterations  or  modifioatioiui  which 
they  might  think  it  right  to  make.  Bat  I  contend  that,  to 
those  who  view  this  instrument  &irly  and  candidly,  withoot 
prejudice  on  one  side  or  the  other,  it  will  be  per^ctly  dear 
upon  the  fiioe  of  it,  that  nothing  more  was  meant  than  I  have 
stated.  I  insist  that  it  is  evident  that  Lord  William  Bentinck 
meant  the  (jienoese  to  understand  tliat  tlie  government  whicli 
he  restored  should  only  be  revived  j)rovi8iouany.  In  the  very 
prea!nl)lc  to  the  Proclamation,  his  Lordship  declares  that  he 
re-estabUshes  it,  not  because  he  is  aullmi  i/id  to  tliat  efi'uct,  but 
because  he  thinks  it  most  cousistent  with  tlie  <roneral  plans 
and  |tur|M>yt:a  thf  iilli-  d  j)o\ver.«'.  He  revives  flic  old  govem- 
iiient,  but  that  act  is  not  to  take  trom  the  allies  all  power  to 
decide  and  act  upon  their  own  understanding  of  their  own 
general  principles  

As  for  any  claim  that  tlie  Genoese  have  upon  us  for  zeal 
and  energy  in  the  liberatiou  of  themselves  and  for  assistance 
afforded  to  our  forces,  that  falls  to  the  ground ;  they  ceHainly 
have  none.  They  have  indeed  a  claim  upon  our  good-will  | 
and  our  conduct  has  been,  I  trust,  such  as  to  evince  it :  but, 
as  for  any  claim  upon  the  good  faith  or  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  country,  even  for  maintaining  that  form  of  government 
which  the  British  general  had  cetablished,  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  there  is  nothing  in  it. 

What  was  done  on  the  airival  of  the  troops  was  no  more 
than  this A  general  officer  came  out  of  the  place  merely  to 
desire  that  the  town  might  not  be  bombarded.  On  the  part 
of  the  natives,  it  was  a  dry  and  unconditional  surrender,  and 
as  complete  a  conquest  of  the  place,  by  every  principle  of  war 
and  the  laws  of  nations,  as  ever  was  effected  in  any  oountry  of 
t(he  world... ... 
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To  show  that  the  Grenoese  ihemiselyes  had  put  upon 

J^uni  William  Beutiiick's  Proclamation  tliat  construc- 
tion which  it  was  intended  to  bear,  his  Lordship 
related  what  had  passed  between  himself  and  an 
envoy  whom  they  called  their  minister  plenipoten- 

tiiii'v,  and  who  was  sent  to  Paris  to  commuuieate  their 
wishes  to  his  Lordship. 

On  waiting;  upon  nn*,  he  put  into  my  hand  a  very  detailed 
note,  expreesive  of  the  i^eneral  teeling  of  tiie  Genoese  ;  and, 
when  this  document  ih  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  the 
honourable  member  will  not  find,  even  in  this  note  of  their 
own  plenipotentiary,  that  the  (tcnoese  speak  as  if  they  thought 
that  Lord  William  Bentiuck  had  given  them  a  fixed  and 
regular  gOTernmont.  What  was  the  object  of  the  visit  of  this 
envoy  to  lue  at  Paris,  but  to  solicit  that  which,  accozdiog  to 
the  hoDonrable  geDtleman,  had  been  given  by  our  officer,  and 
given  irrevocably,  without  a  breach  of  fiiith  on  the  part  of  the 
government  ? 

I  shonld  think  that  I  ^deserved  censure  for  my  want  of 
candour.  If  I  had  not  been  quite  explicit  with  him.  I  told 
him  that,  so  &r  from  Lord  William  Bentinck^'s  having  given 
them,  or  having  the  power  to  give  them  permanently,  their 
old  form  of  government,  he  had  positive  orders  from  his  own 
country  to  the  contrary.  I  endeavoured  to  explain  to  him 
why  it  could  only  have  been  a  provisional  government,  and 
why  Lord  Williwn  Benttnck  could  not  be  understood  to  revive 
it.  I  told  him  that,  if  the  British  officer  had  thought  there 
was  any  reason  to  doubt  the  understanding  of  the  people  upon 
the  point,  it  wiis  his  duty  to  undeceive  them.  T  even  put  it  to 
the  minister  of  the  Genoese,  whether  in  truth  they  were  de- 
ceived by  it ;  and  he  admitted,  what  is  undoubtedly  the  fact, 
that  titey  iivvt  r  wt re  deceived  upon  the  subject  from  the  iirat 
moment  to  the  present ;  they  always  understood  that  what 
Lord  William  lientinck  gave  theui  was  a  pi  (j  visional  govern - 
meut  and  uothiug  more.    Whatever  use  may  have  been  made 
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of  this  PkDclanuition  at  home,  to  bring  aeeimttoDS  of  a  breach 
of  fitith  against  the  goTemment,  or  whatever  nae  may  have 
been  made  of  it  abroad,  with  the  more  yenial  view  of  eetabUah- 
iug  a  eUim  to  the  good  offices  of  the  eonntry ;  etill  I  am  con- 
fident that,  from  the  time  the  Britioh  army  came  before  the 
place  to  the  time  when  I  saw  their  envoy  in  Pane,  the  Genoeoe 
were  never  for  one  moment  deceived  as  to  the  probabUity  of 
thehr  nltimate  annexation  to  Piedmont, 

The  Genoese  plenipotentiaiy  delivered  in  to  me  a  regdar 
argumentative  reply  to  what  had  passed  in  our  conversation  ; 
and  it  is  important  to  show,  not  merely  that  I  was  perfectly 
explicit  upon  the  isubject  with  him,  but  tliat  he  not  only  then 
clearly  comprehended  that  the  <^oveiiiiijent  of  Genoa  was  not 
permanent,  but  that  it  could  liot  be  so,  and  that  Lord  William 
iientiuck  had  never  intended  that  it  should  be  so.  So  clearly 
was  tlje  subject  understood  by  the  envoy,  and  so  fully  iliJ  I 
explain  the  different  points  to  him,  that  lio  actually  dlHcussed 
with  me  the  qualifications  under  which  Genoa  should  be  annexed 
to  Piedmont. 

Before  I  proceed  further,  1  beg  leave,  in  the  broadest  and 
most  distinct  manner,  to  refute  the  assertion  of  the  honourable 
member,  that  the  aUied  powers  have  departed  from  the  general 
principles  which  they  laid  down  for  their  guide;  that  they 
have  departed  from  their  Declarations,  and  have  been  actuated 
by  the  aame  desire  of  conquest,  and  the  same  love  of  n<rirran- 
dizement,  which  they  had  taken  up  arms  to  cmsh.  The  ailiee 
disclaim  having  been  actuated  by  any  such  motives ;  they  deny 
that  they  have  had  any  rule  of  conduct  but  what  was  coneifltent 
with  general  peace  and  security ;  they  have  acted  upon  the 
largest,  broadest,  and  meet  generous  principles  i  and,  in  the 
general  scope  and  scale  of  their  conduct,  I  deny  that  they  have 
departed  from  any  of  the  great  principles  laid  down  in  their 
Deelarations. 

But,  can  the  House  believe  that  they  were  such  diildren 
in  theur  conduct,  so  unfit  for  the  high  situation  in  which  they 
were  placed,  when  the  tranquillity  and  happiness  of  the  whole 
world  depended  upon  them,  as  to  enter  into  eugagenienti»  and 
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lay  themselveB  under  geoeral  obligatioDs  to  do  what  would  be 
&tal  to  the  very  objects  which  they  had  in  view  I  Will  the 
House  believe  that  they  could  for  a  moment  engage  themaelTce, 
by  restoring  old  and  forgotten  systema  of  government,  to 
defeat  their  own  projects  of  peace  and  security  to  Europe  f 
Wonld  they  ao  stultify  themselTee  before  the  foee  of  Europe 
and  the  woild,  as  to  enter  into  a  pledge  that  would  disqualify 
them  from  changing  the  fiuse  of  Europe  into  that  happy  state 
whieh  might  be  beet  ealonlated  for  ensuring  the  wel&ce  and 
ihe  tranquillity  of  oiankmd  ? 

Such  an  undemtanding  of  the  Declarafttooa  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  appears  to  me  so  absurd,  so  utterly  ineompatible 
with  any  thing  like  sound  eommon  sense,  that  I  should  have 
thought  that  it  eonld  not  for  a  moment  be  seriously  enterUuned 
by  any  man  possessing  half  the  judgment  and  shrewdness  of 
the  honounibl©  member,  without  his  havinir  a  most  perverted 
taste  for  ruiinin*^  down  goveruments  and  vilitjinof  sovereigns, 
which,  in  the  times  we  live  in,  ia  at  least  iudeceut  and  dan- 
gerous  

Every  body  knows  that  Genoa  is  most  important  as  a 
military  position  ;  tliat,  iu  fact,  it  is  the  most  important 
military  possession  in  the  north  of  Italy,  and  that  more  de- 
pends on  h(»Ming  that  post  tlian  upon  the  retention  of  almost 
any  other  place  in  tho  wholo  of  Italy.  Assuredly,  this  con- 
sideration was  not  and  ought  not  to  have  been  neglected  by 
(1)0  allies  in  deciding  upon  the  question ;  and  I  apprehend  that, 
whether  their  determination  be  right  or  wrong,  at  least  none 
of  the  sovereii^s  or  their  ministers  ean  be  charged  with  im- 
proper motives  in  this  case ;  for  never  could  there  be  any  deci* 
sion  less  open  to  the  imputation  of  improper  inducements  than 
the  decision  with  regard  to  Genoa.  As  for  as  this  eountij 
W88  peculiarly  concerned,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
if  we  had  not  pursued  that  generous  and  noble  line  of  policy 
which  aU  the  powers  laid  down  for  themselves,  the  separate 
interests  of  Great  Britain  mig^t,  no  doubt,  have  been  pro- 
moted by  the  re-establtehment  of  an  insulated  commercial 
republic  like  Genoa  in  that  dtuation :  and  be  it  remembered 
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-also  that,  throughont  aU  these  negoeiations,  the  Geooeee  hare 
been  inYariablj  willing  to  unite  themeelYee  with  England  $  our 
ships  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  with  everj  commereia! 
fiwility ;  and,  if  we  would  have  consented  to  their  union  with 
us,  they  would,  I  beliere,  have  willingl  j  entered  into  it.  But, 
Jiad  we  been  ^ded  by  these  distinet  and  unworthy  Tiews  of 
selfish  advaQtage,  the  allied  powers  of  the  continent  would 
certainly  have  had  reason  to  complain  that  we  were  pursuing 
onr  own  comniercial  speculations,  and  breaking  loose  from  the 
great  principles  by  which,  from  the  beginning,  we  professed  to 
have  been  actuated. 

But,  m  far  as  the  fate  of  Genoa  was  a  British  qnostion, 
1  have  no  licsitation  to  say  that,  so  far  as  a  Britisli  iniiiistrr 
could  lend  iiim-ielf  to  fucli  an  object,  it  was  our  iiitiTest  to 
keep  (jcnoa  separate  from  the  rest  of  Italy;  but,  in  deciding 
upon  this  point  by  all  the  parties,  there  never  was  a  question 
on  whicli  it  was  possible  to  impute  h'ss  unworthy  motives  than 
those  tlmt  governed  this  determination.  There  was  not,  in 
fact,  a  single  power  that  could,  by  any  near  probability,  have  a 
base  or  sordid  motive  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  has 
been  complained  of.  France,  indeed,  might  have  some  motive 
for  deciding  the  point  the  other  way,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
ancient  contest  between  Genoa  and  Piedmont.  But,  during 
the  whole  negociation,  France  did  not  improperly  interpoee  in 
any  way,  and  condueted  herself  throughout  with  unimpeach- 
able honour  and  integrity :  indeed,  as  I  have  before  said,  not  a 
single  person,  in  deciding  the  &te  of  Genoa,  had  any  other 
object  in  yiew  than  the  general  security.  The  motive  of  the 
determination  was  a  sincere  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a 
barrier  between  France  and  Italy,  which  ought  to  be  made 
effectual  on  the  side  of  Piedmont.  The  object  was  to  commit 
the  defence  of  the  Alps,  and  of  the  great  road  leading  round 
them  by  the  Gulf  of  Genoa,  between  France  and  Italy,  to  the 
same  power  to  which  it  had  formerly  been  entrusted.  On  that 
principle,  the  question  relatinr^  to  Genoa  had  been  entertained 

and  decided  by  the  allied  sovereigns  It  was  not  resolved  upon 

because  any  particular  State  had  unworthy  and  sordid  views. 
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nor  from  any  interest  or  feeling  in  fiivour  of  the  Kiu^  of 
Sardinia ;  but  solely  to  make  him,  as  ikr  as  was  neoeesaiy,*  the 
instniment  of  the  general  policy  of  £arope  

In  one  part  of  his  speech,  the  honoun^le  gentleman  said, 
that  be  knew  not  why  the  noble  lord  went  to  Vienna,  why  he 
did  not  stay  there,  or  why,  having  come  away,  and  re-apprared 
in  Parliament,  he  is  not  prepared  to  give  a  ftill  oommnnication 
to  the  Honse.  Why  I  went  to  Vienna,  I  trost  he  will  not 
expect  me  now  to  explain.  I  should  imagine  that  it  is  well 
known  why  I  went.  I  went  to  Vienna,  hecanse  I  was  ordered 
by  ray  Sovereign  to  go ;  and  I  returned  to  my  place  in  Parlia- 
ment, hecanse  I  receiTed  a  similar  direetion  for  that  purpose. 
Why  the  order  far  my  return  was  given,  perhaps,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  think  it  necessary  that  I  should  explain. 
At  the  time  when  I  left  Vienna,  the  arrangements  were  not 
absolutely  concluded,  and  put  into  a  regular  shape  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament ;  yet  they  had  arrived  at  such  a  point,  and 
been  pat  into  such  a  shape,  as  would  enable  me  at  least  to  touch 
upon  thosr  transactions,  and  give  explanations  upon  such  parts 

a.M  particularly  recjuired  my  presence  in  the  execution  

With  the  exception  of  tliat  sinijle  branch  which  relates  to  the 
arrangenientH  of  Italy  southward  of  the  Po,  I  may  say  thftt  all 
the  other  points  are  finished  and  decided  ;  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent are  they  decided,  that  the  arrangements  have  been  reduced 
into  articles  in  the  same  forrn  as  they  would  have  in  the 
ultimate  treaty  to  be  entered  into  by  all  the  powers.  These 
articles  have  been  signed  by  the  different  plenipotentianes  of 
the  sovereigns,  and  are  considered  as  binding  and  obligatory 
upon  them,  only  requiring  to  be  finally  and  formally  executed. 

The  honourable  member  has  asked  whether  France  has  been 
a  consenting  party  to  those  atrangements.  I  have  no  hesita> 
tion  in  stating,  if  it  can  be  any  satisfaction  to  him,  that  she 
has  been  a  consenting  party  to  them,  with  no  more  difft^rence 
of  opinion  than,  I  may  say,  ought  to  prevail  upon  questions  of 
such  extreme  doubt  and  difficulty.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  declare  that  France  has  aoted  upon  the  same  broad 
and  liberal  prineiples  that  have  guided  the  other  powers.  She 
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has  l)tH'n  an  ijonest  party  to  tlie  Congress,  doing  her  duty  to 
Eur&po  and  herself.  Her  plenipotentiary  acted  with  perfect 
iSumess  and  openness,  during  the  deliberations  }  and  though  he 
may  have  written  some  particular  note  at  a  time  vihcn  discus- 
sions upon  a  certain  point  were  not  terminated,  and  may,  in 
the  warmth  of  some  of  these  discussions,  have  found  something 
upon  whiefa  to  express  his  reprobation  with  regard  to  the 
anrangement  alluded  to,  yet,  neither  on  the  part  of  France,  nor 
on  the  part  of  any  other  State  that  I  am  aware  oC  could  any 
ihir  complaint  be  made  of  unproper  proceeding  in  any  one 
respect ;  and  I  think  that  I  cannot  adduce  to  the  House  a 
stronger  proof  of  the  inconvenience  resnltii^  from  discussions  of 
this  sort,  than  the  partial  and  unjust  use  made  of  the  document 
to  which  I  refer.  I  think  that  I  cannot  ky  before  it  a  more 
striking  instance  of  the  danger,  the  desperate  danger,  of  suffering 
transactions  of  this  nature  to  be  called  in  question  piecemeal, 
to  be  discussed  and  debated  upon  every  single  paper  that 
chances  to  &11  into  the  hands  of  any  honourable  member,  in- 
stead of  waiting  till  the  proper  time  arrives,  and  the  subject 
can  be  freely,  fairly,  and  fully  canvassed,  and  a  judgment 
formed  becoming  the  wisdom  of  the  British  Parliament.  In- 
steact  of  that,  subjects  yet  under  discussion  at  Vienna  were 
dragged  into  premature  debate  in  this  House,  and  most  serious 
injury  waf  otleu  done,  not  only  to  our  own  cause,  but  to  that 
of  Kurope  at  large.  The  honouiaUh^  member  produces  in  the 
House  a  document,  he  knows  not  how  procured  j  he  discusses 
it,  follows  it  up,  pursues  the  subject  to  tlie  fullest  extent  that 
it  will  admit  of,  or  that  his  ingenuity  can  devise,  and  then, 
atler  doing  all  the  mischief  that  is  possible,  as  ou  this  occasion, 
he  asks  whether  it  i*^  :ni  oflicial  document,  and  whether  there 
is  any  foundation  for  all  that  he  has  been  saying,  and  any 
reason  for  all  the  mischief  that  he  has  l>6en  doing.  Against 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  enter  my 
protest. 

With  respect  to  two  most  important  features  of  the  late 
negociations,  I  mean  the  reconstruction  of  the  Austrian  and 
Prussian  monarchies— I  call  them  most  important  features, 
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beeanae  eyeiy  man  must  be  sensible  that,  until  they  were  re- 
stored to  their  former  rank  and  importance,  there  would  remain 
a  great  blank  in  Europe ;  that,  until  they  were  re-established 
in  adequate  strength,  there  was  no  bulwark  against  anj  fhture 
encroachments  by  France ;  that,  until  they  were  placed  upon 
their  original  iboting,  Europo  was  not  herself,  and  was  deprived 
of  the  two  main  pillars  of  her  security — I  say,  with  respect  to 
the  Austrian  and  Prussian  monarchies,  I  have  the  satidaction 
to  state,  that  they  have  now,  by  the  decisions  of  the  allies, 
regained  their  former  rank  and  weight  in  the  scale  of  Europo, 
in  a  mode  wiach  discharges  them  from  many  of  the  calumnies 
lIiuL  the  honourable  meiiibLj-  lias  ciukavoured  to  throw  upon 
them.  I  am  aware,  and  ho  is  now  aware,  I  apprehend,  tliat  he 
made  those  accusations  upon  imperfect  information ;  but.  until 
he  luitl  obtained  better  proof,  T  sIi-miII  have  tliou<;ht,  tlu  iiioro 
refjular.  as  well  ;us  the  more  judicious  cour.se,  both  for  himself 
and  f(ir  tilt  in,  would  have  been  to  withhold  his  assertions  tliat 
Austria  and  Prussia  were  endeavouring  to  seize  and  appropriate 
to  themselves,  as  if  by  right  of  conquest,  territories  to  which 
they  have  no  right,  upon  any  principles  of  moderation  or  of  fiur 
repartition.  But  I  may  say,  with  perfect  confidenoe,  in  justifi- 
cation of  those  States,  after  all  that  I  have  seen,  that  they 
have  neither  done  nor  consented  to  any  act  which  should  call 
in  question  the  general  moderaiton  of  those  States. 

The  princi^  laid  down  as  the  rule  of  conduct  for  their  re- 
construction, was  the  state  of  their  possessions  in  the  year 
1805.  The  House  will,  I  am  sure,  admit  that,  in  fixing  upon 
that  period,  Austria,  at  least,  did  not  choose  a  time  that  waa 
particularly  marked  by  any  spirit  of  aggrandisement.  By 
taking  1805,  instead  of  1792,  the  period  of  the  Berolution,  she 
placed  out  of  the  question  her  possessions  in  the  Netheriaods. 
It  is  true  that,  in  1805,  she  had  possession  of  the  States  of 
Venice,  but  she  was  then  two  millions  weaker  in  population 
than  in  1792.  The  period  which  Prussia  took  was  the  time 
immediately  preceding  the  spoliation  of  that  kingdom  by 
France. 

On  a  general  view  of  the  present  state  of  those  two  monarchies. 
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it  will  be  found  tliat,  notwithstanding  the  mmasonable  exertiooi 
to  obtain  additional  and  sopereminent  power,  which  they  have 
been  chaiged  with  making,  notwithstanding  the  ambitions  and 
grasping  spirit  which  they  are  alleged  to  have  shown,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deeinon  of  the  Oongrass,  neither  them  has 
obtained  any  accession  of  the  least  importance^  beyond  what 
they  could  demand  nnder  the  strict  application  of  the  priuciple 
of  re^tablishment  which  they  had  at  first  Uud  down. 

Though  some  of  the  territorial  possessions  of  Prussia  may 
lie  wider,  and  be  upon  a  somewhat  more  extended  scale  than 
formerly,  yet  it  wtU  appear,  by  the  most  accurate  calculations, 
that  the  utmost  she  has  obtained  beyond  what  she  had  in  1805 
is  about  50,000  souls ;  while  Austria,  from  the  slight  altera- 
tions in  her  territorial  possessions,  lias  not  gained  more  than 
three  or  four  liunJred  thousand  new  subjects.  So  much  fur 
the  greedy  spirit  of  a^xiiraiidizoiiieiit  which  tht*y  have  sliown  ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  1  aaaert.  most  decidedly  tliat  nothing  can 
be  less  true  than  the  imputations  cskst  upon  the  arrangeinentd 
made  for  the  two  powers  of  which  I  have  been  speaking. 

The  honourable  gentleman  ha.s  referred,  in  a  very  jjointed 
manner,  to  two  other  important  transactions  which  came  undur 
the  decision  of  the  Congress — I  mean,  with  regard  to  Saxojiy 
and  Poland.  On  these  subjcct.s.  I  have  no  ohjectiou  to  give 
him  and  the  House  all  the  information  1  can,  consistently 
with  that  reservation  which  I  feel  compelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
to  observe  respecting  transactions  not  yet  finally  closed.  Ail 
I  have  to  beg  is,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  House 
will  suspend  their  judgment  until  more  complete  information 
than,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  able  to  supply,  shall  be 
afforded. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  arraigned,  in  the  soTersst 
terms,  the  conduct  of  the  Gongresa,  on  account  of  the  arrange- 
ment adopted  in  regard  to  Saxony :  he  has  called  it  a  base  and 
intolerable  purpose  to  annex  Saxony  to  Prussia*  I  should 
perhaps  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  would  not  be  wise 
or  fit  to  give  the  whole  of  Saxony  to  the  Prussian  Kmg ;  and, 
having  never  concealed  or  disguised  my  opinion  on  that  sub- 
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ject,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  avow  tluit  I  was  one  of  the  ministers 
at  the  Congress,  who  differed  from  the  Pmssian  pleaipoten- 
tiaiy  and  others  upon  this  point ;  and  that  I  was  one  of  the 
persons  who  felt  entitled,  at  Vienna,  to  contend,  in  tlio  strongest 
manner,  a^ain.st  the  incorporation  of  the  whole  of  Saxony  with 
the  Prussian  dominions.  1  should  have  felt,  however,  that 
more  intolerable  injustice  might  be  done  in  other  directions ; 
but  so  strong  were  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Government 
upon  tlii^  subjovt,  aihl  >n  .vciiijus  the  remonstrances  made,  that 
the  settlement  now  existiiii;-  iti  Saxony  was  ultimately  obtained 
by  a  Ha<*rifice,  iu  some  degree,  of  the  interests  of  Hollaad  and 
Hanover. 

But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  never  was  one  of  those 
who  contested  the  point  upon  the  principle  assumed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  it  must,  in  any  ease,  be  inconsistent 
with  the  duties  of  the  powers  of  Europe  assembled  at  Vienna, 
with  the  express  leave  of  the  nation  itself,  to  annex  eren  the 
whole  of  Saxony  to  Prussia.  I  never  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
of  mere  abstract  right;  and  I  broadly  and  avowedly  deny  any 
assertions  that  may  have  been  made  regarding  my  conduct  in 
that  respect.  I  contended  that  the  right  of  conquest,  under 
the  qualifications  which  I  shall  presently  state,  was  a  right 
which  gave  the  conqueror  a  perfect  warrant  to  annex  the  whole 
of  a  subjugated  country  to  another  State.  I  deny  that  I  had 
aigued  this  matter  on  any  other  principle,  and  cannot  suffer 
the  honourable  member  to  give  me  credit  for  a  line  of  conduct 
which  he  may  perhaps  applaud,  but  which  I  did  not  think  fit 
to  follow  in  this  particular  transaction. 

I  take  no  pleasure  in  stating  anything  that  may  be  injurious 
to  the  illustrious  monarch,  who  is  now,  I  apprehend,  at  the 
head  of  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony ;  I  hope  that  he  will  long 
continue  to  reign  over  iiis  subjects  in  happiness,  after  the  pain- 
ful scenes  through  which  he  has  passed ;  but  I  must  be  allowed 
to  argue,  and  I  do  it  with  perfect  confidence,  that  never  was 
the  principle  ot  euiiquest  more  lefritiniately  applicable,  or  moro 
justifiably  exercisable  than  in  the  case  of  Saxony.  Ilcr  condui^t 
furnished,  as  the  House  knows,  an  instance  of  former  unwar- 
rantable aggrandisement,  and  of  the  most  persevering  resistance 
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to  the  allies.  The  Kiner  4row  the  coiisequeiices  upon  himself 
by  his  own  acts.  His  ijreat  exertioLS  n'j-ain.st  the  coniinou 
cause  of  the  reat  of  the  European  powcre  are  known  ;  and, 
although  it  is  known  that  opportunities  were  afi'orded  to  the 
King  of  Saxony  to  unite  hia  interests  with  those  of  the  allies, 
he  thought  fit,  on  his  own  view  of  the  subject,  to  employ  his 
efforts  in  maintaining  the  power  of  France.  He  nuide  this 
choice  after  he  had  been  placed  in  dreamatMiees  where  he 
might  hvre  withdmwn  himself  from  among  the  rappoiien  of 
Bnonapurte,  if  he  had  not  thought  thai  peraevennoe  in  the 
euse  of  the  man  who  had  given  him  hie  erown  wie  not  the 
beet  mode  of  pieeeiTing  hie  dominions. 

Saxony  was  a  oonqnered  eonntiy^  in  the  etrietest  eenee  of 
the  word  $  though  it  ti  trne  that  the  Saxon  army,  on  the 
third  day  of  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  did  join  the  alliee,  and  per- 
liaps  decide  the  Tictory,  yet  the  Honae  must  know  that  Saxony, 
until  that  moment,  which  did  not  depend  upon  the  Toioe  of 
the  BOTereign,  had  been  a  power  whose  army  and  resources 
were  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  coninion  enemy  agaiu&t  whom 
we  were  fighting  

I  put  this  case  to  the  House,  with  regard  to  Saxony — Ad- 
mitting and  believing  that  the  re-establishment  of  l^ruasia  in 
the  same  state  of  strength  and  Bocurity  that  she  hold  in  1805  is 
necessary  to  the  jioncral  repose  and.^afoty  of  Em  ojto^  if  no  other 
mode  of  re-estabiit^hin^;  and  restoring  that  kiugtioin  had  exist  if, 
is  tliere  any  man,  who,  in  point  of  justice,  would  have  thouu:iit 
fit  to  put  the  case  of  Saxony  in  competition  with  that  of 
Prussia?  Suppose  it  was  impossible  for  tlie  two  kingdoms  to 
exist  in  the  new  form  which  Europe  \va,s  to  take,  is  there  any 
man  who  would  say  that  Saxony  should  be  continued  and 
Prossla  abolished,  and  her  name  swept  from  the  &ee  of  Europe ! 
But  that  was  not  the  queetiou  before  the  Congress ;  the  ques- 
tion respecting  Saxony,  from  first  to  last,  was  this,  whether  in 
truth  Praeaia  would  derive  from  the  annexation  of  Saxony 
that  advantage  which  ehe  expected.  As  there  was  ground  to 
pieeume  that  Pnueia  could  be  reinstated  without  the  aaerifioe 
at  leaet  of  the  whole  of  Saxony,  I  wae  strongly  of  opinion  that 
to  push  the  general  principle  to  extremity  against  Saxony 
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ivonld  be  doing  miioliief  io  PniBria»  instoad  of  promotiiig  her 
idtiiiiAie  and  pemuuient  adTsntage. 

I  waa  pezBoaded  that  the  pablie  Ming  not  merely  of  the 
people  of  Gennany,  but  of  other  countrieB,  would  have  beea 
woonded  by  so  great  and  oomplete  a  sacrifice  of  an  ancient 
family ;  that  the  geueral  opinion  of  mankind  would  have  re- 
volted at  such  a  proceeding,  and  that  Prussia  would  be  preju- 
diced in  the  general  estimation  of  Europe  by  the  anuexatiou. 
Propsia,  it  was  tnie,  had  made  unexampled  efforts  in  the  gene- 
ral cause  ;  but  I  di  l  ne  t  tliiuk  that  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  she 
would  be  entitlod  td  ilciuaad  »o  threat  a  sacrifice.  Sucli  being 
the  state  of  my  mind  upon  tliis  very  important  point,  I  con- 
ceived it  to  be  my  duty  to  resist,  as  far  as  possible,  the  incorpo- 
ration at  least  of  the  whole  of  Saxony  with  Prussia. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  upon  this  and  former  occasions 
concerning  the  Proclamation  of  Prince  Repnin  :  the  short  his- 
tory of  it  waa  this :  Prussia,  which  laid  claim  to  Saxony,  de- 
sired that  the  provisional  occupation  of  that  country,  which  had 
before  been  held  by  the  Bnaeiaa  troops,  should  be  given  to  her. 
Application  was  made  to  me  and  to  the  Austrian  minister  for 
our  consent  to  this  alteration,  which  waa  given,  but  with  an 
ezprcfls  nnderstanding,  at  least  on  my  part,  and  I  beliere  on 
the  part  of  ihe  Anstrian  minister,  that  it  was  only  to  be  a  pro- 
viMMHud  ocenpation,  and  that  the  nltimate  fate  of  Saxony  waa 
to  await  the  decision  of  the  Congress.  I  am  confident  that  the 
House  will  eoncnr  with  me  in  thinking  that,  if  it  were  in  oar 
power  to  choose  who  should  have  the  proTisional  ocenpation  of 
a  oonntry,  it  wonld  be  right  to  fix  upon  that  power  which  waa 
most  likely  to  hold  it  afterwards,  and  which  wonld,  in  all  pro- 
bability, treat  the  people  with  more  indulgence  and  pay  more 
attention  to  their  comforts,  in  their  endeavours  to  conciliate 
them,  than  a  power  which  was  not  expected  to  have  any  rela- 
tion or  connexion  witli  tli<'in  m  lutuie. 

The  honourable  nif  iiilMT  asks,  then.  How  came  Prince 
Repnin  to  issue  that  i*roclaination,  in  which  lie  declared  that 
he  came  to  take  permanent  possession  of  the  country  ?  Tt  is 
really  impossible  for  me  to  explain  how  every  misconception 
arose,  how  every  unauthorized  act  was  committed,  or  why  tliis 
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mta  done  an  offioer  tertainly  of  the  liigheet  eharacter,  aeting, 
I  hare  no  doubt,  from  tbe  best  judgment  that  he  was  able  to 
fonn  at  a  distance  from  his  goyemment.  The  first  knowledge 
I  obtained  on  the  sobjeot  was  oonvejed  to  me  by  a  copy  of  the 
Proclamation  sent  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Dresden.  I  loet 
no  time  in  carrying  it  to  the  Prussian  minister,  and  from  him 
to  the  minister  of  the  Emperor  of  Bossia.  The  Ibrmer  assured 
me  that  he  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  it  till  that  moment : 
the  latter  was  equally  uuinfbnned  upon  the  subject;  and  they 
conciimd  ill  opinion  that  the  proceeding  was  wholly  unau- 
tliorizod.  Indeed,  1  afterwards  received  in  writing  a  distinct 
and  lui  iiial  dtelaration  to  tiiat  ed'ectlrom  the  Prussian  minister, 
Prince  llardenberof. 

Hcspectin(]j  Poland,  I  should  wish  the  House  to  reserve  its 
judgment  until  the  whole  subject  can  be  disclosed.  Whatever 
may  be  the  final  decision  of  the  Congress  in  res^rd  to  that 
eonntrv,  the  House,  I  am  sure,  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that 
the  situation  of  its  brave  people  will  be  considerably  amelio- 
rated by  the  new  arrangements.  There  was  undoubtedly  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  country  upon  the  subject  of  independence 
and  a  separate  government :  indeed  there  was,  I  believe,  but 
one  feeling,  and,  as  far  I  was  able,  I  exerted  myself  to  attain 

that  object  Whatever  may  be  the  particular  arrangements 

resolved  upon,  or  the  form  of  govemroent  that  shall  in  future  be 
established,  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  in  the  Congress  there 
wa.<^  but  one  feeling — ^that  the  whole  should  be  governed  under 
a  different  system,  as  Poland.  That  portion  which  will  hrm 
the  duchy  of  Warsaw  will  be  under  the  sceptre  of  a  different 
prince ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  principle  of  the 
government  in  general  will  be  £mnd  &r  more  congenial  with 
^e  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  Poles  than  when  they  were 
placed  under  the  authority  of  different  masters  from  those  to 
whom  they  will  in  future  be  considered  to  belong.  The  natives 
will  be  relieved  from  those  local  difficulties  which  attached 
even  to  their  principal  duties  and  avocations,  and  upon  the 
whole  will  be  ruled  upon  a  system  of  liberality  befitting  the 
spirit  ui  the  times.  Whatever  policy  may  have  formerly  pre- 
vailed with  regard  to  Poland,  a  general  deterniiuatiou  has 
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been  taken  by  such  powen  as  are  interested  in  the  question  to 
promote,  by  all  possible  means,  the  wel&ro  of  the  people  of  this 
most  unfoitimate  portion  of  Europe,  and  to  establiBh  in  the 
country  a  system  by  which  the  Poles  shall  be  goTemed  as  Poles, 
with  the  nghts  and  privileges  that  ought  to  belong  to  them.*. 

I  can  assure  the  House  that,  on  my  part,  there  was  not 
wanting  any  toertion  that  appeared  to  me  conduciTe  to  this 
important  object,  and  consistent  with  the  general  peace  of 
Europe,  and  indeed  with  the  welfiire  of  the  Poles  themselves, 
which,  I  trust,  has  been  duly  consulted.  I  know  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  a  vast  number  of  persons  in  this  country,  and,  I 
believe,  in  Poland,  Lliat  it  should  be  erected  into  a  separate 
State,  to  maintain  its  own  rank  and  independence  in  Europe; 
but  such  was  not  the  wish  of  all.  It  was  found  inoon.sistent 
with  the  views  of  several  of  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  j 
and  the  House  luust  be  aware  that  such  a  plan  could  not  be 
carried  into  eifect  without  the  complete  and  general  concur- 
rence of  all  the  parties  interested  

In  contemplating  the  late  arrangements,  I  should  have  little 
satisiactiou,  if  I  could  persuade  myself  that,  in  supporting  the 
views  and  objects  with  which  I  was  specially  entrusted,  I  had 
felt  that  I  was  maintaining  the  separate  interests  of  Great 

Britain  I  felt  throughout  that  I  was  not  supporting  sepa- 

rate  interests ;  that  in  all  points  our  allies  were  equally  oon* 
cemed,  and  that,  in  truth,  our  own  welfare  and  theirs  were 
intimately  connected  and  closely  bound  together. 

I  have  partieuhurly  in  my  view  the  case  of  Holland.  It 
was  certainly  important  that  France  should  not  possess  undi- 
vided that  continuity  of  naval  means  and  resources  afforded  by 
the  extensive  line  of  coast  over  which  she  had  the  sole  control, 
from  the  Texel  to  the  Pyrenees.  I  felt  that  i^  at  any  time, 
we  were  to  enter  into  a  new  struggle  with  France,  we  should 
contend  at  a  great  disadvantage  with  the  very  extensive  means 
and  resources  which  she  would  then  possess,  and  which  might 
be  rendered  most  injurious  to  our  navy. 

If  this  division  was  important  to  ourselves,  it  must  be  as 
readily  admitted  to  be  of  great  itnpui  tance  also  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  that  a  balance  of  the  naval  advaniageis  in 


54  BiEMOIBS  AKD  CORB£SrOND£NC£  OF 


each  country  sliuuld  be  kept  up,  aii«!  tliat  France  should  not 
be  allowed  to  retain  those  facilities  lor  gaining  a  naval  predo- 
minance which  such  a  line  of  coiist,  unbroken  and  undivided, 
would  afford.  In  discussing  this  point,  in  as  far  as  discussion 
was  required,  I  am  convinced  that  not  one  of  the  powers  imar 
jpned  that  I  was  oontending  for  our  own  excLnsiTe  benefit ;  and, 
in  acceding  to  the  arrangement  that  was  piopoeed,  thej  gave 
their  approbation,  I  am  certain,  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  a  great,  if  not  the  greatest  improvement  in  the  general 

sjBtem  of  Europe  effected  in  modem  times  It  was  by  no 

means  a  concession  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  or  to  Great 
Britain.  It  was  a  principle  of  policy  to  which,  from  the  first 
moment  of  its  mention,  they  listened  willingly,  and  in  which 
they  agreed  to  co-operate  ckeerfhlly  and  cordially.  They  held 
it  to  be  a  question  of  equal  concern  to  all  ihe  great  powers  thai 
the  territories  formerly  belonging  to  Austria,  in  the  Nether- 
lands, should  be  annexed  to  Holland.  From  the  first,  they 
regarded  such  a  measuro  as  necessary,  in  the  futuro  construo* 
tion  of  Europe,  as  a  means  of  increasing  the  strength  cf  Hol- 
land, and  giving  her  a  weight  in  the  scale  of  Europe,  to  whidi 
she  had  not  been  entitled.  By  this  determination,  the  Prince 
of  Orange  will  possess  territorie;*  e(jualled  by  few,  and  cer- 
tainly not  suqia.sscd  by  any  other  nation  in  Europe,  whether 
we  consider  thi'  people,  who  have  ever  maintained  a  high  cha- 
racter in  war,  the  wealth  of  the  inlial)itants,  the  re.sonrces  of 
the  soil,  the  facilities  for  connnerce — many  of  these  advantages 
belong  more  peculiarly  to  Holland,  and  are  possessed  by  no 
other  nation  in  Europe. 

The  people  of  the  iS  ttln  rlauds  will  now  become  a  nation  of 
tfreat  importance  in  tlie  general  balance  of  power,  and  have 
great  weight  when  properly  called  out.  Tliat  they  will  be  so 
called  out  by  the  sovereign  who  is  now  at  their  head,  there  can 
be  no  doubt ;  for  I  can  assure  the  House,  that  the  Soverdgns 
think  the  Prince  of  Orange  deserving  of  high  commendation 
for  his  conduct  since  his  re-establishment  in  the  supreme  au- 
thority. They  are  of  opinion  tiiat  no  monarch  in  Europe 
has  displayed  greater  perseverance  in  his  arduous  duties,  or 
has  exhibited  greater  or  moro  beneficial  liberality  towards  his 
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•objeets ;  ihiej  have  seen  by  none  more  talent  exerted  to  draw 
resources  from  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  from  all  parts  of  that 
now  happy  oomitiy,  than  has  been  shown  by  the  illustrioiui 
ruler  who  has  been  plaeed  at  the  head  of  the  State  of  HoUand. 

That  eountry,  they  flatter  themaelres,  is  now  so  ationg  by 
nature,  and  lo  independent  in  eonseqnenee  of  its  own  natnnd 
reeonroes,  as  to  indnee  a  belief  that  it  will  at  all  times  be 
eapable  of  opposing  so  eiBoient  a  resistance,  as  at  least  to  sup- 
port itself  till  the  arrivBl  of  sueh  aid  as  the  natural  interest  of 
the  powers  would  uige  them  to  supply. 

Adverting  to  the  accession  of  territoiy  assigned  to 
Hanover,  Lord  Castlereagh  hoped  thattheHouse  would 
not  conceive  the  Sovereigns  to  have  been  actuated  by 
any  undue  influence  or  any  improper  sacriHees.  He 
said  that,  notwithstanding  the  jealousy  shown  in  thb 
country  of  tiie  connexion  with  Hanover,  if  the  subject 
were  considered  fairly,  it  would  be  found  that  Hanover 
had  been  rather  a  loser  than  a  gainer  by  that  con- 
nexion.  He  paid  a  just  tribute  to  the  fidelity  which 
the  people  had  shown  to  their  sovereign  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances,  and  expatiated  on  the 
eminent  services  rendered  by  the  King  s  Hanoverian 
troops  during  the  late  war,  both  in  the  Peninsula  and 
the  Nortih  of  Grennany.   The  amount  of  the  L^on 
employed  in  Spain  was  not  less  than  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  thousand  men,  highly  disciplined,  of  inflexible 
fidelity  and  undaunted  bravery,  oomposmg  a  corps  of 
such  importance  as  often  to  decide  the  issue  of  an  en* 
gagement. 

At  the  oommsDoement  of  the  war,  Hanover  and  her  fate 
were  not  so  much  connected  with  this  country  as  they  might 
have  been.  The  augmentation  of  territory  which  she  has  ac- 
qnired  hy  the  recent  negociatione  haa  contribated  to  render 
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her  coiiuexioii  witii  Great  Britain  tiiurc  permaneDt  and  less 
expensive  to  this  country,  by  giving  her  moro  int<^mal  means 
ot  defeucti  auJ  resistance.  Placed  in  juxtaposition  with  Hol- 
land, having  a  lino  of  tcrritorj'  adjoiniDg  tor  the  dist^mce  of 
150  miles,  and  including  the  port  of  Emhden  in  her  new  po3- 
seasiou.^,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  circumstances  will 

give  her  increased  security  and  importance  

Thus  I  have  submitted  to  the  House  a  <reneral  outline  of 
the  arrangements  that  have  been  completed,  as  far  as  it  is  con- 
sistent with  my  public  duty  to  enter  into  them.  I  have  made 
an  exception  of  the  south  of  Italy,  but  the  House  will  observe 
that  OTeiy  point  relating  to  the  tenitoriee  north  of  the  Po 
hm  been  decided.  The  arrangemoDts  respecting  the  future 
condition  of  Switseriand  have  been,  I  beUe^e,  by  this  time» 
completed,  in  concert  with  its  deputy  at  Vienna,  and  I  am 
assured  that  all  the  cantons  admit  that  their  welfim  and 
interests  have  been  duly  consulted.  I  hare  detailed  the  im* 
portant  reasons,  which  could  not  fiul  to  strike  every  man  who 
thought  upon  the  subject,  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  two 
great  monarchies  of  Austria  and  Prussia ;  and  those  reasons, 
I  flatter  myself,  have  proved  satis&etoiy  to  the  House.  The 
questions  conceniing  the  duchy  of  Warsaw  have  been  decided ; 
the  re-establishment  of  Holland  in  greater  strength  and  se- 
curity has  been  finished ;  and  the  conformation  of  Hanover, 
and  the  new  arrangements  regarding  it,  have  been  determined 
by  tlie  Contrrcss.  With  the  exception  of  the  settlement  of  the 
precise  boundary  between  Havai  ia  and  Austria,  nothing  remains 
undecided  on  the  continent  of  Europe  north  of  the  Alps. 

After  re^ertiiig  to  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  the  negodations  with  Spain  <m  that  subject, 

I^ord  Castlereagb  insisted,  in  cuutradiction  to  asser- 
tious  made  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  that,  in  the  conduct 
of  the  British  GroTemment  towards  that  power,  there 
had  not  been  shown  the  slightest  disposition  to  in- 
fringe that  neutrality  which  it  had  enoragod  to  obseiTC 
between  Spain  and  her  revolted  American  colonies. 
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On  the  other  hand,  [he  proceeded]  as  &r  as  any  ro<^u1ation8 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Govemraent  could  be  effectual,  we 
&el  it  to  be  onr  duty  to  use  the  whole  force  of  the  Govein- 
ment  to  keep  up  that  nentralitj,  and  to  preTe&t  the  anpplj  of 
arms  to  the  insiugent  oolonies ;  neither  did  we  lend  ourselTes 
to  any  act  tending  to  impur  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  By  soch  eondnct,  we  should  be  setting  onrsekea 
up  for  judges  between  soYereigns  and  subjects,  when  in  tmth 
we  had  no  right  to  interfere.  Whatever  may  be  the  result, 
and  whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
ftur  the  independence  of  the  American  colonies,  the  House  will 
be  sensible,  I  am  persuaded,  that,  instead  of  interfering  on 
either  side,  it  is  much  better  to  allow  a  sovereicfn  and  his  sub- 
jects to  settle  their  own  differences,  and  to  make  tlieir  own 
arrangements.  Be  the  value  of  tlie  lionourable  members  re- 
marks ou  general  subjects  what  it  may,  never  aliall  I  respect 
opinions  given  for  the  uneouragomeut  of  subjects  in  rebellion 
af^ainst  tlieir  lawful  sovereign,  aud  I  never  shall  hear  them 
without  thinking  that  the  person  deliverinfr  tlinn  travels  far 
beyond  that  duty  which,  as  a  good  aubjeet,  he  owes  to  his  own 
80Verei<:!'ii ...... 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  foreign  relations  of  tliis  country, 
as  they  have  been  settled  at  the  Congress,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  Parliament  will  contemplate  with  satis&ctiou 
those  important  arrangements.  By  them,  we  have  obtained 
many  advantages,  and  not  the  least,  in  wluch  we  participate 
with  all  Europe,  is  that  we  are  delivered  from  the  danger 
which  might  arise  from  the  predominating  power  of  France. 
The  wise  measures  adopted  for  this  purpose  have  not  degnuied 
France  from  the  high  station  which  she  ought  to  hold  among 
the  nations,  while  they  have  given  to  others  additional  power 
and  security Taking,  therdbre,  into  view  the  general 
state  of  our  relations  abroAd,  even  separating  our  policy  and 
interests  from  those  uf  the  rest  of  Europe,  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  see  that  they  have  been  discussed  and  determined 
in  a  temper  productive  of  the  best  consequences ;  and  that  it 
will  feel  that  there  is  nothing  left  for  this  country  in  good 
sense  or  reason  to  wish  for  but  a  continuance  of  the  blebj^ings 
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of  peace,  and  a  perseveniaoe  in  Uukt  aystem  by  whieh  they 
have  been  prooured. 

The  honourable  member,  before  he  flat  down,  ^sailed  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  is  passing  in  an  adjacent 
country.  Whatever  steps  Great  Britain  may  take,  upon  the 
iBsne  of  the  oontef^t  which  has  thus  unexpeetedly  been  forced 
npon  ufl  depend  all  those  bieesings  of  peace,  and  all  thoee 
advantages  of  amngement,  of  which  1  have  been  speaking. 
Where  is  the  man  who  can  by  his  hand  apon  his  heart  and 
say  that»  if  the  power  of  Boonaparfee  is  re-established  in  Franesp 
any  of  those  blessings  which  Europe  was  abont  to  enjoy  can 
be  realised!  Who  will  say,  if  he  again  rules  the  destinies  of 
France,  that  Europe  can  be  tranquil,  seeun,  or  mdependent ! 
I  consider  that  in  the  question  now  at  issue  in  France  is  in* 
volved  the  more  vital  question,  whether  the  world  csn  return 
to  that  moral  system  by  which  the  happiness  and  the  interests 
of  mankind  were  to  be  uphdd,  or  whether  we  shall  remain,  as 
we  have  been  during  the  last  twenty  years,  under  the  necessity 
of  ninintaiuinir  a  system  of  military  policy;  whether  Europe 
shall  iu  tuturu  present  the  speotaele  of  an  assemblage  of  pacific 
or  of  armed  nations.  Shall  tlie  natious  of  the  world  take  up 
arms  to  destroy  each  other,  or  lay  them  down  to  promote  each 
other"'s  happiness  ?  These  are  the  questions  to  be  decided  by 
the  result  of  the  preseut  contest  in  France, — questions  of  the 
deepest  interest ;  for  if,  indeed,  the  authority  of  Buonaparte  be 
restored,  who  can  doubt  that  with  him  will  bp  restored  also 
that  destructive  military  power? — If  that  military  power  be 
re-established  in  France,  where,  let  me  ask,  must  we  look  for 
peace  and  prosperity,  unless  we  conquer  it  with  our  swords  ? 

If  it  shall  be  necessary  for  Britain  to  return  to  that  system 
which  we  have  been  so  long  and  so  painfully  pursuing — if  we 
roust,  at  the  moment  of  expected  ease,  again  submit  to  the 
toils  of  war,  and  re-establish  a  military  force  necessary  for  our 
security — it  will,  doubtless,  as  on  former  occasions,  be  tempered 
by  the  wholesome  checks  of  the  British  constitution.  In  this 
country,  the  military  force  must  always  be  comparatively  sub- 
ordinate to  the  civil  power,  and  our  military  mstitutions  must 
always  be  inferior  to  our  dvil  establishments:  but,  if  Buona- 
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parte  proTe  moeflaftd,  we  must  look  fonrard  to  becoming!:  agaia 
a  military  people ;  while  that  man  keeps  ap  in  Fiance  his  mi- 
litaiy  reeooroee,  a  condition  of  defence  hj  militaiy  power  also 
can  alone  give  seenrity  to  Europe. 

Let  this  eoimtfy  then,  lei  Fiance  heraelf,  vefleet  Ibat  upon 
the  reeult  of  this  new  etrog^b— npon  the  managenMOt  of  whieh, 
or  the  part  which  this  nation  mnst  take»  I  say  nothing  at  pre- 
sent— must  depend  ail  onr  happiness  or  all  onr  calamities.  Upon 
the  sacceas  of  the  fitmOy  of  Bonrbon — who  in  my  judgment 
hare  done  for  France  the  greateet  acts  of  &Your  that  a  people 
oonld  receiye)  bat  more  e^ecially  that  act  of  grace  by  which 
peace,  so  lopg  banished,  was  festoved  to  her— depends  the  im* 
portant  question  for  this  conntty,  whether  we  shall  return  to 
that  natural  and  happy  state  of  peace,  or  whether  we  shall 
continue  tlie  stru^^^le  asrainst  the  military  power  of  France, 
uuiler  the  artificial  system  wliich  such  a  contest  has  heretofore 
rendered,  and  would  again  render,  necessary.  Upon  this 
great  quebtiuu  there  can  be,  I  am  sure,  but  one  feeling  ;  and  I 
trust  that  Providence,  conducting  iis  tlirougli  the  remainder  of 
the  ttisk  which  we  may  have  to  perform,  will  ordain  only  one 
result  

Upon  tlie  whole.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  Hou-t-  \\  i1I  rceive 
that,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress,  a  great  »!( ;il  has  been 
accomplished:  indeed,  for  niy  own  part,  1  know  that  nothing 
connected  with  tlie  iiuportant  and  general  interests  of  Europe 
has  been  omitted.  With  the  pledge  of  mutual  support  which 
the  Sovereigns  will  be  prepared  to  give  to  each  other,  I  know 
of  nothing  that  can  intermpt  the  general  trampiillity  of  fiurope, 
if  Buonaparte  be  not  allowed  to  infringe  upon  it«  In  condu- 
sion,  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  Hoose  and  the  country  will  think 
with  me,  that  never  before  was  so  much  accomplished  for  Eu- 
rope, and  that  we  never  had  in  our  histoiy  a  fiurer  prospect 
of  bright  days  of  continued  happmess  than  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, if  they  be  not  eilonded  by  new  and  nnfonseen  calamity. 

This  speech,  we  are  told,  in  numerous  passages,  and 
particularly  at  the  conclusion,  drew  enthusiastie  and 
long  continued  cheers  from  all  parts  of  the  House; 
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and  it  is  deeply  to  be  deplored  that  in  after-years  the 
pledge  of  mutual  support  has  been  abandoned :  where- 
as, if  Lord  CMstkieaglrs  policy  liad  been  pursued,  it 
would  have  probably  produced  tar  other  residts  thau 
those  which  have  afflicted  Europe. 

LnmedJately  on  his  arrival  in  England,  Lord  Gasde* 
reagh  resumed  the  Inisiness  of  his  departmcjit ;  and  he 
replied,  with  bis  accustomed  taleut,  to  the  muitilarious 
questions  and  the  keen  attacks  on  the  subject  of  his 
late  important  mission  to  the  Congress,  and  of  the 
escape  of  Buonaparte  from  the  ish*  of  I  Jha.  Among 
other  important  paiticulars,  be  coinmuuicated  his  own 
views  respecting  his  disapproval  of  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
tainebleau ;  and  on  ihe  7th  of  April,  1815,  be  observed 
in  the  House  of  Couunons,  that  the  preparations  ibr 
leaving  Elba  bad  been  so  sudden  and  unexpected,  that 
General  Bertrand,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  confi- 
dence of  Napoleon,  was  not  aware  of  his  intention  on 
the  preceding  day;  that  he  had  established  such  an 
etiquette,  that  Colonel  Campbell,  who  was  connnis- 
sioned  by  the  Allied  Sovereigns  to  escort  Mm  to  Elba 
and  to  watch  Ins  motions  there,  could  not  see  him  but 
on  certain  occasions  ;  probably,  for  the  pm-pose  ot  con- 
cealing his  departure.  In  the  sitting  of  the28tb  of  April, 
in  ridicule  of  the  feigned  moderation  of  Buonaparte, 
and  bis  condescension  for  a  certain  party,  he  added, 

Gan  it  bo  mpposed  that,  if  he  were  again  at  the  head  of 
400,CNX>  aoldien,  he  wonld  M  any  aeni^e  to  get  rid  of  a 
Foaoh^  or  a  Laden,  if  they  stood  in  the  way  of  hit  designs  ? 
No  one  irill  dare  to  say  that  his  return  is  an  aet  of  the  Fnnch 
nation.  No  one  will  deny  that  this  last  reTolattoo  is  a  purely 
militaiy  aet.   The  army  will  probably  never  be  in  a  condition 
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to  render  its  old  maeter  the  same  serrioes  as  it  could  have  done 
under  other  eirenmetanees.  The  French  nation  is  now  reduced 
to  silenee  by  the  bayonet.  At  any  rate,  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  there  may  be  on  the  great  (question,  whether  it  would 

be  more  prudent  to  allow  the  power  which  at  this  moment 
governs  to  subsist,  or  to  stifle  it  in  its  birth,  it  ia  evidently  a 
duty  of  the  utmost  necessity  to  take  measures  of  precaution. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Lord  Castlereagh,  writiiig  to 
Caulaincourt,  who  had  heen  sent  to  London  as  amhaa- 

sador  from  Buonaparte,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
tlie  letters  addressed  to  him  by  the  latter,  atidiiig,  that 
the  Prince  Regent  had  refused  to  receive  the  letters 
of  Napoleon,  and  had  ordered  those  letters  to  he 
transmitted  to  the  Congress;  and  tliis  was  actually 
done  the  same  day,  together  with  a  despatch  to  the 
Earl  of  Clancarty.  Buonaparte  showed  his  qpleen 
at  thb  treatment,  by  the  insertion  of  an  u*ticle  in  the 
Moniteur  of  the  24tli  ot*  the  same  month,  under  the 
head  of  London,  relating  that  the  populace  had  furi- 
ously broken  into  Lord  Castlereagh's  house^  because 
he  had  declared  himsdtf  against  peace ;  though  there 
was  not  a  particle  of  truth  in  this  assertion. 

About  this  time.  Lord  Castlereagh  addressed  a  note 
to  Prince  Mettemich,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  interpretation  given  to  the  Treaty  of  the 
25th  of  March,  by  the  British  (iovemment,  was  con- 
formable to  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria;  to 
which  an  affirmatiTe  answer  was  returned.  As  soon 
as  the  communication  of  the  Treaty  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  resolution  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns 
had  left  the  Opposition  uo  fui-ther  room  for  doubt, 
the  journals  of  that  party  assailed  Lord  Castlereagh 
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with  ihe  bitterest  sarcasms.   In  spite,  howef^er,  of  all 

the  cflurLs  of  the  Opposition,  the  Admmistration  ob- 
tained the  adoption  of  the  most  vigorous  measui  es, 
and  the  giant  of  the  most  powerful  succours,  which 
finally  led  to  the  glorious  events,  that  every  enlight- 
ened person  liad  ibrescen. 

Lord  CastLereagh  set  out  for  Brussels  in  the  first 
days  of  July;  and  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
led  him  at  once  to  Paris,  where  he  remained  for  two 
months,  negociating-  with  the  Cabinets  of  tlie  Tuileries 
and  of  the  other  Allied  Powers.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant points  of  those  negodations,  and  one  in  which 
Lord  CastLereagh  had  the  greatest  cdiare,  was  the  resti- 
tution of  the  works  of  art  collected  by  the  plunder  of 
£m*ope  in  the  pubhc  galleries  and  museums  of  Paris, 
The  Pope,  on  receiving  those  inestimable  treasures, 
wrung  from  his  predecessor,  sent  copies  of  them  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  in  token  of  liis  gratitude,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  presents  of  considerable  value  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  among  which  were  four  splendid  large 
rosso-antiqno  figures  of  Victory,  with  palm  branches  in 
their  hands  :^  various  other  testimonia  ls  of  regard  and 
esteem  were  also  presented  to  him  by  the  Sovereigns 
of  Europe. 

The  negodations  now  led  to  the  second  Treaty  of 
Paris,  and  to  that  general  peace  which  the  Nations 
of  £urope  have  since  so  happily  enjoyed.  J£  recent 
events  in  France  appear  to  have  rendered  its  contmu- 
ance  much  longer  somewhat  problematical,  we  trust 
that,  notwithstanding  the  volatile  and  restless  disposi- 

'  These  figures  are  now  at  UolderDesae  Home. 
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tion  of  the  people  of  that  countxy,  the  recollection  of 

the  sacrifice.^  and  humiliations  iiiilicted  upou  them  on 
thifi  occasion  may  prove  powerfiil  enough  to  deter 
them  from  raisingf  for  the  thurd  tune,  the  letiihutiTe 
indignatioii  of  handed  Europe. 

Witli  a  strong  and  very  natural  itelinff  acainst  the 
lawless  policy  of  Napoleon,  Lord  Castlereagii  had,  in 
1814,  proclaimed  the  prmciple,  that  the  safety  of 
Europe  was  inseparably  comiected  with  the  restora- 
tion of  the  House  of  Bourbon;  and  an  eqiLally  natural 
distrust  of  if  lauce,  abundantly  justified  by  late  occur- 
renees  there,  caused  him  to  conodye  an  opinion,  that 
even  the  Treaty  of  1815  had  left  her  too  poweHuL 
This  impression  he  showed  also  at  the  Congress  of 
Aix-la^Chapelle,  in  1818*  Though  not  personally 
present  at  Ijayhach,  the  transactionB  there  being  left 
to  his  brother,  Lord  Stewart,  as  well  as  those  of 
Troppau,  he  addressed  a  circular  letter,  beaiing  the 
date  of  January  19, 1821,  to  ail  the  British  Embassies, 
which  is  an  important  document  in  the  history  of  the 
Liw  of  intervention.  Consistently  following  at  liome 
that  vigorous  hue  of  policy  pursued  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord 
Gasdereagh  resorted  to  decisiTe  measures  for  repres- 
sing the  lawless  outrages  to  which  the  woricing  classes, 
sufiering  under  the  pressure  of  the  revidsioii  •  »( casi- 
oned  by  the  return  from  a  state  of  wai*  to  that  of 
peace,  were  incited  by  imprincipled  demagogues. 
This  course,  as  it  may  be  well  imagined,  served 
only  to  inci'ease  a  certain  degree  oi  uniiopuhinty 
with  the  multitude,  and  to  sharpen  the  malice  and 
the  calumnies  of  his  poUtieal  adveraaries;  but  he  per- 
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sisted  in  it,  with  a  pmeYeraiioe^  which^  had  it  been 
shown  in  later  times,  would  (I  must  be  permitted 

to  believe)  have  crushed  those  early  ck-mou^tiatious 
of  Badical  Kefoimers^  of  Chartists,  of  Repealers,  and 
those  all  but  treasonable  purposes  which  have  threat- 
ened the  Empire  with  civil  war  and  dismemberment. 

The  debate  ou  the  Strif  e  of  the  Nation,  which  idmost 
dosed  the  season  of  1817,  was  memorable  for  bdng, 
I  believe,  the  last  material  discussion  in  public  on  the 
Irish  administratiuu  of  Lord  Castlereac^h.  Tn  the 
discussion  which,  a  few  weeks  l)cfore,  occuiTed,  on 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  alluded  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  under  the 
government  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  proceeded  to 
read  to  the  House  an  affidavit  of  one  of  the  sufferers  in 
1 798.  As  soon  as  this  affidavit  was  read,  the  Ministe- 
rial side  of  the  House  became  so  impatient,  that  tlie 
Honourable  Baronet  was  obliged  to  turn  to  other  to- 
pics. Lord  Castlereagh  did  not  speak  on  Uiis  occasion. 

Mr.  Brougham  opened  the  debate  on  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  and,  in  the  course  of  liis  speech,  in  ailiLsioii 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  insinuated  that  he  was  privy  to 
some  of  the  scenes  of  horror  that  took  place  in 
Ireland;  and  added,  that  a  man  who  had  been  prac- 
tising: the  tortiu'e  on  men  had  obtained  a  bill  of  in- 
demnily  for  all  transactions,  of  which  such  cruelty 
had  fonned  a  part. 

Tjord  Castlereagh  repelled  the  attack  with  his  usual 
calnmess  and  spirit,  saying,  that  Mr.  Brougham's 
description  of  alleged  cruelties,  practised  during  the 
administration  in  Ireland,  of  which  he  (Lord  Castle- 
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reagh)  had  been  a  member,  ought  long  since  to  have 
been  made  the  foundation  of  an  impeachment,  if  such 
statements  were  believed  to  be  true,  and  not  have 
been  reserved  to  be  brought  forward  in  a  stroin  of 
malignant  and  libellous  insiniiiitioii,  on  tlie  last  day 
of  a  Session.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Bennett 
followed.  They  reiterated  the  insinuations^  and  re- 
ferred to  the  affidavits  wbieh  bad  been  collected  in 
Ireland  hy  the  Dntoiions  Peter  Finnerty,  but  which 
he  was  not  permitted  to  read,  in  mitigation  of  punish- 
ment  for  libel.  Lord  Casdereagh  again  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  House.    He  said: — 

With  respect  to  the  facts  stated  in  these  affidavits,  it  has 
been  alleged  that  I  smiled  at  their  recital.  I  did,  indeed^  smile 
at  their  imputation  j  for,  though  1  &lt  it  to  be  one  most 
abhorrent  to  mj  nature,  it  is  also  one  so  remote  from  truth, 
that  I  treat  it  ooly  with  contempt.  But,  while  I  yindicate  the 
Irish  GoTenunent  against  the  chaiige  of  inflicting  torture  to 
obtain  truth,  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  say,  that  I  have  not 
been  prasent  at  any  of  the  punishments  in  question.  I  hare 
never,  in  the  eoniae  of  my  life,  seen  any  man  flogged,  except  a 
soldier  in  my  own  militia  regiment. 

A  remark  iiom  Mr.  Canning,  in  the  course  of  an 
admirable  speech,  in  the  same  debate,  is  not  the  least 
interesdng  part  of  the  proceedings.   He  said : — 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  noble  Lord,  compared  with 
tliat  of  his  unnamed  accusers?  Men  who  have  shared  in 
repeated  pardons,  and  hid  their  degraded  heads  under  a  general 
amnesty,  now  advanee  to  revile  (he  indiYidual  to  whom  they 
owe  their  despicable  liyes  1  A  pardoned  traitor,  a  foigotten 
incendiaiy,  a  wretch  who  has  escaped  the  gallows,  and  screened 
himself  in  humble  safety  only  by  the  clemency  of  the  Noble 
Lord,  is  now  to  be  produced  as  the  chief  witness  for  his  convic* 
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tion !  If  the  LegisUtnre  has  oonaented  to  hary  in  dfttknws 
the  crimes  of  rebellion,  is  it  too  mnoh  that  rebels,  after  twenty 
years,  should  foigiye  the  crime  of  being  foi^iven! 

In  the  year  1821,  on  the  decease  of  his  father,  Loixl 
Castlereagh  became  Marquess  of  Londonderry.  The 
political  horizon  at  this  time  had  become  overcast :  a 
Congress  was  to  be  held  at  Vienna  and  Verona^  on 
the  affairs  of  Spain;  the  insurrection  of  Gn^ce  luid 
also  rendered  the  position  of  England  between  Russia 
and  the  Forte  very  ticklish  and  difficult;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  disturbances  in  Ireland  excited  uneasiness. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  strong  mind  of  Lord 
Londonderry,  harassed  by  parliamentary  warfare,  and 
worn  out  by  incessant  toil,  began  to  break  down. 

His  attention  to  olHcial  duties  was  ;iUvavs  unre- 
mitdiig.  Towards  the  end  of  his  lile,  lie  united  in 
bis  person  the  superintendence  of  the  lionie  Depart- 
ment with  that  of  Foreign  Affairs.  In  the  first  half 
of  1822,  the  state  of  Europe,  to  which  I  have  just 
adverted,  demanded  incessant  communications  with 
different  Courts,  but  no  draft  of  any  public  despatch 
ever  emanated  from  the  Foreign  Office  not  written  by 
himself,  ^hm  incessant  hibour  not  merely  occupied 
but  overtaxed  Ids  time,  while  his  mind  was  harassed  by 
the  amdeties  and  fatigues  of  a  severe  Parliamentary 
campaign,  in  which  he  bore  the  overwhelming  burden. 

The  unremitting  toil  beiijan  to  produce  a  visible 
effect  on  his  health  and  spirits.  Towards  tiie  end  of 
the  Session,  as  the  work  grew  lighter,  his  mind, 
(kept  up  thus  far  by  the  very  excitement,)  exhibited 
symptoms  of  that  lassitude  which  always  follows  ex- 
cessive exertion;  and  his  particular  friends  became 
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solicitous  that  change  of  scene  and  occupation  shouUl 
be  resoiled  to  tor  the  removal  of  that  depression 
under  which  he  evidently  b^an  to  labour.  It  had 
been  arranged  that  he  should  again  represent  this 
country  at  a  Congress  about  to  be  held  on  various 
important  affairs,  and  especially  as  to  Spain;  and  the 
day  for  his  departure  was  faed.  Although  the  duties 
of  such  a  mission  would  uatui'ally  lia\  c  been  of  great 
delicacy  and  importance,  yet,  on  the  whole,  Lord 
Londonderry  looked  forward  to  the  journey  as  likely, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  afford  him  relief  and  recrea- 
tion; and  one  of  the  earliest  8yiii]>toms  of  illness 
was  the  nervous  fear  that  some  imaginary  indispo* 
sition  might  prevent  his  setting  out. 

Notwithstanding  a  change,  which  certainly  was  now 
remarked  in  his  maimer  and  temper,  no  one  appre- 
hended that  his  mind  was  in  any  way  affected.  The 
King  was  the  first  to  express  his  fears  and  susfneions 
that  something  oi  this  kind  had  taken  place.  On  the 
9th  of  August,  Lord  Londonderry  waited  upon  his 
Majesty,  preparatory  to  his  departure  for  Scotland; 
and  the  King  was  so  struck  by  die  unusual  manner 
in  ^vliich  he  conversed  during  this  audience,  that  he 
wrote  to  Lord  Liverpool,  communicating  his  apprehen- 
sions and  the  grounds  for  them,  and  urging  the  neces- 
sity  of  precaution  and  of  immediate  medical  advice. 

On  the  same  day,  Lord  Londonderry  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who,  under 
the  influence  of  precisely  the  same  impression  as  that 
of  the  King,  wrote  immediately  to  [.oi d  Loiidondern 's 
physician,  recommending  him  to  call  upon  him  with- 
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out  delay,  but  not  to  give  him  room  to  sarmise  in 

what  manner  he  had  been  sent.  In  couipliaiu  e  with 
the  advice  of  his  physician,  he  went  that  evening  to 
liifi  seat  at  North  Cray,  in  Kent,  whither  the  doctor 
followed  him  on  the  next  day,  and  remained  there 
over  Sunday  in  attendance.  Early  on  Monday 
morning,  he  was  hastily  summoned  to  Lord  Lon- 
dondeny,  who  was  4n  his  dressing-room;  but,  before 
he  could  reach  it,  his  patient  had  committed  the  fatal 
act,  and  lite  was  almost  immediately  extinct. 

Vain  would  be  the  attempt,  by  my  feeble  pen,  to 
describe  tiie  effect  of  this  sudden  and  deplorable  cala- 
mity, not  only  upon  all  the  members  of  his  family, 
by  whom  he  was  not  merely  beloved  but  adored, 
especially  upon  Lady  Londonderrj^,  as  well  as  upon 
his  household,  and  upon  all  Hying  around  his  resi- 
dence. At  the  Coroner^s  Inquest,  abundant  evidence 
of  mental  derangement  was  offered ;  and  to  that  cause 
alone  the  Juxyunanimously  attributed  this  catastrophe. 

It  may  he  interesting  here,  and  grateful  to  my  own 
feehngs,  and  certainly  not  improper,  to  annex  the 
letter  which  I  received  while  at  my  official  post  as 
Ambassador  at  Vienna  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
communicating  to  me  the  dreadfol  intelligence. 

August  21,  1822. 

My  dear  Charles — 1  do  not  trouble  you  to  tell  you  that  of 
which  I  am  certain  you  are  convinced — my  lioartfelt  grief  for 
the  deplorublo  event  which  has  recently  occurred  here;  but 
I  would  not  allow  the  post  to  go  to  Vienna,  with  the  account 
that  the  King  has  deeirod  that  I  should  be  sent  there,  without 
taking  a  few  Hnee  from  myself. 

Yon  will  hare  seeo  that  I  had  witnessed  the  melancholy 
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State  of  mind  wbieh  was  the  eanse  of  the  catastrophe.   I  saw 

him  after  he  had  been  with  the  King  on  the  9th  inst.,  to  whom 
he  had  likewise  exposed  it:  but,  fearing  tliat  he  would  not 
8end  for  his  physician,  I  cousidercd  it  my  duty  to  go  to  hiiu, 
and,  not  finding  him,  to  write  to  liini,  w  liioh,  considering  what 
has  since  passed,  was  a  fortunate  circunij^tance. 

You  will  readily  believe  wliat  a  eon^ternation  this  deplorable 
event  has  occasioned  here.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  every 
person  in  London  of  any  mark  or  distinction  of  all  parties,  and 
the  crowds  in  the  streets  behaved  respectfully  and  creditably. 

Gtxl  bless  you,  my  dear  Charles !  Pray  remember  me  to 
Lady  G.  and  Lady  Stewart, 

And  belioTe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately^ 

Welunoton. 

The  remains  of  Lord  Londonderry  were  interred 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  followed  from  bis  bouse  in 

Saint  James's  Square  by  an  immense  cortege ;  and, 
though  the  funeral  was  considered  private,  it  was 
nevertheless  attended  by  all  the  carriages  of  Minis* 
ters,  Foreign  Ambassadors,  and  persons  of  the  highest 
distinction  in  London. 

After  the  fatal  event,  the  cause  of  nuiny  singu- 
larities of  conduct,  for  which  those  who  witnessed 
them  were  unable  to  account  at  i3ie  time,  was  but 
too  fully  explained.  One  of  these  circumstances, 
which  occurred  previously  to  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament, was  an  awkward  foigetfulness  of  an  appoint- 
ment with  M.  de  Chateaubriand,  the  French  Ambas- 
sador. Numerous  similar  anecdotes  might  be  related 
of  him,  but  they  are  unworthy  of  minute  detail. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  in  families  the  opt  nit  ion 
of  the  force  of  example,  to  aea  the  virtues  of  humanity, 
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philanthropy,  and  beneficence,  descending  like  hdr> 

looms  from  sire  to  son,  and  shedding  comforts  upon 
all  around,  Ol  tliesc  virtues,  the  first  Marquess  of 
Londoudeny,  who  died  in  1821,  may  be  called,  even 
though  bis  own  son  affirms  it,  a  bi^t  example  and 
an  iUiLStrious  pattern.  In  domestic  life,  lie  benefitted 
society  by  an  example  of  pure  morals  and  a  zealous 
discharge  of  religious  duties.  In  an  age  when  such 
virtues  do  not  predominate,  the  exact  performance  of 
them  tlirou<i;liout  a  long  life  must  necessarily,  fram 
Ixis  station,  have  had  the  most  beueticial  influence. 
No  man  appeared  more  justly  to  appreciate  the 
blessings  which  he  enjoyed,  or  to  be  more  thankful 
foi'  them  to  the  Giver  oi  all  Good. 

Among  the  greatest  of  tliese,  was  tliat  peiiect 
family  concord  which  embeUished  the  domestic  circle, 
and  without  which  everything  else  would  have  been 
of  little  avail.  No  father  ever  beheld  his  oft'spring 
with  greater  delight,  or  was  held  by  them  in  higher 
veneration,  and  his  eldest  son  constituted  the  chief 
pride  and  joy  of  his  latter  da3rs.  As  a  country  gen- 
tleman, both  before  and  after  his  elevation  to  the 
peerage,  he  fixed  liis  residence  in  his  own  County  of 
Down,  in  Irehind,  in  the  bosom  oi  his  tenantry^ 
There,  in  'times  of  public  distress,  his  judicious  and 
nuuiilieciil  plans  for  relieving  the  necessities  of  hia 
tenants  displayed  the  importance  of  a  resident  land* 
lord  in  the  stroiurest  colours. 

In  seasons  of  scarcity,  he  ordered  provisions  to  be 
impoited  from  tlie  cheapest  marts,  and  delivered  at 
very  reduced  prices,  and  in  small  quantities,  at  New* 
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towiianls.  liis  own  town,  and  near  to  liis  residrtiee. 
The  produce  of  his  mills  was  brought  ibrwaixi  ou 
the  same  occasions.  His  contributiioiis  to  the  various 
charities  which  engaged  his  benevolence  were  very 
considerable.  To  tlie  weekly  collection  aloue  in  the 
Church,  and  the  Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  of 
which  latter  he  was  a  constant  attendant,  he  is  be- 
lieved to  have  contributed  to  the  amoiuit  of  ])etvvcon 
£200  and  ^250  yeaiiy;  and,  judging  from  this  re- 
gard to  the  wants  of  the  lowest  classes  of  society, 
the  entire  range  of  his  charities  and  acts  of  benevo* 
lence  must  have  been  vott  extensive. 

In  order  to  give  work  to  the  labouring  poor,  he 
kept  an  extm  number  r^ularly  employed  in  his 
grounds.  When,  about  two  years  before  his  death, 
the  leases  of  some  of  his  fanns  had  expired,  they 
were  valued  by  an  intelligent  resident  fiirmer,  and 
renewals  cheerfully  taken  at  the  valuations  declared. 
Not  long  afterwards,  prompted  ])y  the  benevolent  im- 
pulse of  his  own  heart,  he  ordered  the  leases  to  be 
cancelled,  and  new  ones  substituted  at  greatly  re« 
duced  rents,  to  the  diminution  of  rentproll,  in  a  small 
part  only  of  his  estiites  in  the  Aids,  amounting  yearly 
to  :£900.  He  estabhshed  with  more  security  than- 
even  his  predecessors  the  invaluable  understanding  of 
Tenant  Right  between  him  and  his  fiumers,  to  which 
the  extraordinary  prosperity  ol'  the  Irish  estates  up 
to  these  late  troublesome  times  is  virtually  owing. 

As  a  senator,  his  conduct  was  widiout  blemish.  In 
the  several  parliaments  in  whicli  he  sat  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  hi^  vote  was,  without  except 
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tion,  directed  by  integrity,  and  that  scrapulons  sense 

of  duty,  by  which  it  was  the  liabit  of  Ins  life  to  weigh 
even  the  minutest  actions.  It  was  ol^served  tliat,  of 
the  generati<Hi  to  which  he  belonged,  it  would  be 
scarcely  pomible  to  name  three  closer  parallels  dian 
Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Brownlow,  and  Mr.  Stewart. 
Li  polity  of  principle,  they  were  models  in  their  re- 
spective situations.  Such  was  the  first  Marquess  of 
Londonderry,  as  portrayed  without  partiality  by  an 
affectionate  son.  We  shall  hereafter  see  how  far  his 
example  is  likely  to  have  exercised  any  influence  on 
the  character  of  the  second. 

The  few  following  anecdotes  of  the  private  life  of 
the  latter,  p<*rhaps  trivial  in  tlieir  natun*,  and  collected 
chiefly  ii'om  various  sources,  (all  early  documents  and 
references,  as  I  shall  have  to  relate  presently,  having 
been  lost)  will  &cilitate  such  an  estimate. 

Before  he  left  Ireland,  vnth  that  kind  attention 
which  he  always  paid  to  his  father's  tenants,  he  built 
bouses  for  their  accommodation  in  the  Barony  of  Cas- 
Uereagh — from  which  he  derived  his  title — and  esta- 
blished an  annual  fair  for  horses  and  cattle^  with 
rewards  iur  the  best  auinuiis  shown :  this  fair  is  now 
numerously  attended.  From  a  very  wretched  place, 
Castlereagh  became  a  respectable  village,  consisting 
of  about  a  hundred  neat  houses,  and  as  many  cot- 
Uiges;  and  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  state  of  coiatbrt 
which  they  never  hoped  for  or  expected.  Tie  next 
contributed  to  build  the  neat  churdi  on  the  hill  near 
the  town ;  and,  free  from  all  religious  prejudices,  he 
generously  presented  tiie  Roman  Catholic  inliabi- 
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tantB  with  one  hundred  pounds  towards  finishing 

their  chapel.  In  the  town  of  Portaferry,  he  had  a 
number  of  pensioners,  to  whom  he  gave  small  sums 
annually.  These  traits  of  character  are  noted^  inas- 
much as  political  auimosily,  in  some  cases,  would  not 
give  him  credit  for  possessing  or  practising  a  single 
private  virtue.  In  his  family,  he  was  an  excellent  and 
kind  master,  and  was  beloved  by  all  his  servants ; 
and,  though  his  name  never  ostentatiously  appeared, 
no  man  gave  more  away  in  private  acts  of  charity. 

When  first  leaving  Mount  Stewart  for  Dublin,  he 
embarked,  in  a  small  schooner,  at  the  pier  of  Porta- 
fenry ;  he  was  much  affected,  and  departed  amidst  the 
lamentations  of  the  poor,  who  prayed  fervently  for 
his  speedy  return.    When  the  schooner  in  which  he 
had  sailed  had  accomplished  about  half  her  voyage, 
a  storm  arose;  one  of  the  masts  was  carried  away 
by  the  force  of  the  gale,  and  a  man  swept  overboard 
— he  sank  to  rise  no  more.    Another  would  have 
sliared  the  same  fate;  but  Liord  Castlereagh,  who 
had  been  uumating  tbe  men  by  his  words  and  per- 
sonal  example,  fearlessly  sprang  into  the  chmns,  to 
wiiich  the  shrouds  are  fasteued,  aud,  seizing  him  hy 
the  collar  of  his  jacket,  dragged  him  on  board  at  the 
risk  of  his  own  life.    This  inspired  the  crew  with 
confidence ;  and  they  exerted  themselves  so  strenu- 
ously, tliat  in  a  few  hours  they  i-iggod  a  iur\'-inast, 
and  at  daybreak  made  sliift  to  get  safe  into  the  liar- 
bour  of  Castletown,  in  the  Isle  of  Man.   Here  Lord 
Castlereagh  landed,  and  took  up  his  residence  with 
Lord  Henry  Murray.    A  fever  was  the  consequence 
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of  the  exordons  which  he  had  used,  in  the  dangers 
from  which  he  had  so  happily  escaped,  and  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for  weeks.  On  his  recovery, 
Lord  Castlereaiz;li  left  the  Isle  of  Man,  and,  to  the 
groat  joy  of  hia  Mends,  arrived  safe  in  Dublin:  he 
had  been  given  up  for  lost,  as,  out  of  five  vessds 
wliieli  siiiled  from  Strancford,  three  fuimdered  iu  the 
tempest,  with  all  their  crews. 

It  was  a  troublesome  time  when  he  arrived  in 
Dublin;  the  embers  of  rebellion  stiU  smouldered,  and 
men's  minds  were  in  that  feverish  state  which  it  re- 
quired aii  the  address  ot  luiuisters  to  biing  to  a  moder- 
ate degree  of  quiet  The  high  office  which  Lord  Gas- 
tlereagh  soon  held  threw  great  responsibility  on  his 
shoulders,  but  he  proved  liiniself  c  M]):ible  of  bearing  tlie 
burden.  After  the  political  labours  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged,  from  1798  until  canying  the  question 
of  the  Union,  he  abandoned  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  and 
tlic  Se<5retar}^'s  Lodge  in  tlie  Phoenix  Park,  for  a  small 
house  at  ihmdmm,  in  the  County  of  Wicklow. 

He  was  fond  of  field  sports,  and  frequently  beat  up 
the  Wicklow  Hills,  as  fiu*  as  the  house  of  Counsellor 
Colback,  which,  perched  on  hiii^li  like  an  eaglets 
nest,"  looks  over  the  capital.  In  these  sports;  he  was 
very  success^  and  was  always  proverbial  for  being 
a  remarkably  good  shot.  Betuming  one  evening  in 
July  from  the  mountains,  he  was  accosted  by  two 
men,  who  inquiied  the  hour;  at  the  same  instant  one 
of  them  seized  the  double-banelled  fowling-piece 
which  L<Nrd  Castlereagh  was  carrying.  The  latter 
drew  a  pistol  from  his  pocket,  and  shot  his  assailant, 
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who  immediately  fell.  A  second  pistol  having  missed 

fire,  another  ruffian,  springing  out  from  an  adjacent 
ditch,  rushed,  together  with  the  fellow  who  was  still 
unhurt,  upon  his  Lordship,  who  at  once  b^an  to  re- 
treat.  At  this  moment  a  person,  jumping  over  the 
gate  which  impeded  liis  approach,  fired  a  pistol  at  one 
of  the  robbers,  autl,  seiziug  him  instantly  by  the  col- 
lar, he,  with  Lord  Castlereagh's  assistance,  secured 
this  man,  while  the  other  made  the  best  use  of  hia 
time  in  running  off  as  fast  as  possible:  and  to  this 
movement  his  opponents  did  not  think  proper  to  offer 
any  obstruction.  The  fellow  who  had  wrested  the 
gun  from  Lord  Gastlereagh  had  received  a  baQ  in  his 
neck :  he  was  raised  from  the  groimd,  and  liis  hands, 
as  well  as  those  of  his  comrade,  having  been  tied 
behind,  their  captors  conveyed  them  to  Dundrum, 
where  their  wounds  were  dressed.  These  offenders 
were  found  to  belong  to  the  Liberty  of  Dublin ;  and, 
haying  casually  seen  Lord  Castlereagh  change  a  two- 
guinea  note  at  a  small  pubUc-house,  they  had  deter- 
mined to  commit  the  above-mentioned  daring  as- 
sault, in  order  to  effect  the  robbery  of  tlieir  proposed 
victim.  It  turned  out  that  the  person  who  appeared 
so  opportunely  to  aid  Lord  Gastlereagh  was  Mr. 
Jennings,  a  Ueutenant  m  the  Navy,  then  on  half- 
pay.  He  was  returning  from  a  visit,  when  he  had 
the  happiness  to  rescue  so  valuable  a  lite  from  the 
murderers'  hands. 

Jennings  was  a  brave  officer,  and  wdl  worthy  of 
notice,  and  Lord  Gastlereagh  afterwards  presented 
him  with  a  commibsiun,  da  commander  of  the  Rose 
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cutter,  of  14  guns,  and  gave  him  jBlOO^  for  outfit. 
Mr.  Jennings  held  his  command  for  many  years,  with 

houoLir  autl  jnoiit;  and  then  retired  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a  competence  at  Baibhggan. 

Ab  for  the  men  who  attempted  to  rob  and  murder 
him,  Lord  Casdereagh  merely  reprimanded  them,  and 
senttliein  on  board  the  tender,  tu  cxpuite  their  offences 
by  serving  their  country.  These  occurrences  in  the 
life  of  my  man  would  do  credit;  and  they  show  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  noble,  kind, 
and  generous  heart.  His  residence  at  DutKh  iini  was 
not  of  long  duration.  His  office  obliged  him  to  be  con- 
stant in  his  attendance  at  the  Castle;  so  that,  after 
tlie  expiration  of  a  year,  he  returned  to  Dul)liii. 

Before  Lord  Castlereiigli  (  on  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  his  £nglish  friends)  left  Ireland,  to  transfer 
his  exertions  to  a  liigher  sphere,  he  paid  a  visit  to 
Mount  Stewart.  His  father,  who  never  stirred  iiom 
the  precincts  of  his  own  estates,  liad  not  seen  liim  for 
two  years,  and  was  of  course  delighted  to  behold  him 
return  covered  with  honours,  earned  by  his  services. 
He  was  not  accompanieri  by  Lady  Castlereagh,  on 
account  of  her  delicate  state  of  health.  Great  were 
the  rejoicings  upon  tiiis  occasion,  and,  need  it  be 
julded,  tliat  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  were  made 
part^ikers  in  the  festivities. 

The  scenes  of  early  youth  are  rendered  dearer  by 
absence;  and,  among  these,  Lord  Castlereagh  must 
have  revisited,  with  ])e('uliar  interest,  his  island  in 
Lougii  btrangford,  and  the  Temple  of  the  Winds,  the 
memorial  of  his  deliverance  from  imminent  death. 
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The  Chapel  of  Strangford  was  in  niins,  and  the 
Catholics  assembled  for  public  worsiiip  in  ao  old 
house.  Lord  Castlereagh  ordered  that  a  suitable 
place  for  their  devotions  should  be  erected,  and  this 
was  earned  into  effect  upon  a  spot  which  is  called 
the  Rocky  Point.  It  rose,  a  structure  fair  to  the  eye, 
and  pleasing  to  the  followers  of  that  £utii*  The  sum 
which  it  cost  him  was  £500:  fuid,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  this  was  the  gift  of  a  Protestant  to  those 
who  deemed  him  a  heretic,  out  of  the  pale  of  salva- 
tion, it  affords  an  early  proof  how  strong  lus  feelings 
were  for  religious  liberty. 

The  Belfast  Academy,  which  attained  such  eniiueuce 
under  the  management  of  the  learned  Dr.  Bruce,  the 
Rev.  Hamilton  Drummond,  and  others,  was  indebted 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  for  its  fii*st  prosperity;  he  pro- 
moted its  interests  ze^ilously  with  his  tnends  and  con- 
nexions, protected  it  by  his  patronage,  and  supported  it 
by  his  bounty.  Several  papers,  recommending  it  as  a 
national  concern,  were  HTitten  by  him,  and  introduced 
into  the  magazine  called  the   Bel&st  Athenieum.'* 

Lord  Casdereagh  was  a  munificent  patron  of  lite- 
rary  Uilont,  and  particnLn  ly  of  that  of  his  own  country. 
Tlie  collection  of  Irisli  Melodies,  made  by  the  able 
Mr.  Bunting  of  Bel&st,  from  the  ancient  bards  of 
Ireland,  was  undertaken  at  his  suggestion ;  and  the 
translations  fi'om  Carolaa  were  nioidded  into  their 
present  shape  by  his  masterly  hand. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  the  means  of  establishing 
in  Dublin  a  "Graelic  Society,"  the  object  of  which 
was  to  encourage  writers  in  the  ancient  Erse,  and 
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tnmalstioiis  from  acarce  works  in  verse  and  prose. 
This  Sodety  went  on  well  for  some  time;  and  a  to- 

lume  of  their  proceedings  was  printed,  hiu:hly  credit-  ( 
able  to  ail  who  had  contributed  towards  it.  TheopliiluB 
O'Hann^^n  was  the  Secretary^  a  man  who  was 
quite  a  genius,  and  a  scholar  of  unrivalled  attainments, 
but  who  possessed  not  an  atom  of  discretion.  The 
removal  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  England  withdrew  his 
attention  from  this  local  institution^  and  it  was,  in  con- 
sequence,  discontinued.  The  hist  serv  ice  he  rendered 
it  was  releadiug  poor  O'Hamiegan  from  the  bherilf 's, 
where  he  was  confined  for  a  considerable  debt 

Upon  a  certain  occasion,  as  Lord  Casdereagh  was 
passing  slowly  and  thoughtfully  from  an  interview 
with  Hifi  Majesty  (George  IV.)  at  Carlton  House,  to 
his  own  residence  in  St.  James's  Square,  he  was  met  by 
an  Lrish  labourer,  who,  with  his  hod  reversed,  seemed 
as  if  prepared  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  own  hopes. 

Long  life  to  your  honour  1"  said  Fat^  in  a  peculiarly 
melancholy  tone.  Lord  C.  raised  his  eye.  Pat  took 
off  his  apology  for  a  hat,  made  his  bow,  and  repeated, 
"  Musha,  then,  long  life  to  your  Honours  Lordship  I" 

There  was  something  singular  in  the  man's  appear* 
anoe  and  address;  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  half-hesita^ 
ting,  half-advancinG:.  fixed  liis  eves  upon  him  with  a 
kindliness  of  look,  which  induced  Pat  to  go  on :  God 
be  with  the  days,  your  Honour,  when  you  used  to  be 
fishing  in  the  Lough!" — "  What  Lough,  my  good  ^ 
fellow?" — "  Lough  Foyle,  to  be  sure,  your  Honour." 
"  Why,  were  you  ever  there?" — "  May  be  I  wasn't, 
plase  your  Honoor,  when  I  used  to  help  to  push  your 
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honour's  boat  oi\\  uud  when,  may  God  for  ever  bless 
you  for  it!  woust  (once)  whenl  tumbled  in,  neck  and 
csrop^  you  pulled  me  out  by  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
Och!  fieiith,  I  remember  it,"  added  the  poor  fellow 
with  a  suiile;  "  and  if  it  badu  t  bten  for  your  Honour^s 
Lordship,  I'd  have  been  as  dead  as  a  herring,  sure 
enough!" — Ay,  wdl,  what's  your  name?" — ^^Bill 
Brady,  to  be  sure." — "  Oh,  I  remember  something 
about  you;  but  what  brought  you  here?'* — *'  Och! 
like  many  others,  I  came  to  seek  my  fortune,  but  the 
devil  a  much  luck  I  have  had  yet." — Are  you  in 
employment?" — "  No,  faitlf,  I  am  not;  but  I'm  pro- 
mised a  job  next  Monday,  plase  God." — "  Well,  Bill, 
I  am  always  glad  to  see  my  old  acquaintance^  and 
here  is  something  to  drink  success  to  olden  times," 
handing  poor  Pat  a  couple  of  sovereigns.  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  then  liastened  on;  while  Pat  kept  his  hand 
open,  alternately  looking  at  the  sovereigns  and  at  the 
donor;  tlietearof  latitude  at  length  trickled  down  bis 
limeH^loui'ed  ciieek,  and,  after  a  moment  taken  to  sup- 
press die  swelling  of  his  surcharged  heart,  he  shoul- 
dered his  hod,  andinasortof  ecstacy  exclaimed,  as  he 
turned  away,  ^^Well,  you're  tbe  ould  thing,  aftc^r  all!" 

Sucb  was  tbe  man  who  has  been  by  his  enemies 
accused  of  a  cold  calculating  heart,  and  want  of  sym* 
patby  for  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow-creatures !  Many 
more  incidents  of  a  like  character  with  the  above 
might  be  recorded. 

In  his  house,  he  was  never  heard  to  murmur  at  any 
tbmg,  nor  was  he  ever  known  to  speak  in  a  harsh  or 
hasty  manner  to  any  of  his  servants,  whom  he  had 
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uot  changed  for  years.  He  was  also  of  abstemi- 
ous  habits,  <^ii  tasting  of  but  few  dishes,  and  taking 
moderately  of  wine.  Although  neat  and  nice  in  his 
apparel,  he  disliked  giving  servants  troublci  and  gene- 
rally, except  on  any  particular  occasion,  dressed  him- 
sdf  without  assistance.  When  in  the  eountrv,  and 
without  c'ompau}%be  always  retired  early  to  his  l  ibrary, 
where  he  usually  remained  two  or  thiee  iiouis,  and 
retired  to  bed  without  supper.  His  usual  hour  for 
rising  was  seven,  and  in  sununer,  five  in  the  morning, 
never  omitting  to  wjilk  before  break  last  when  the 
weather  admitted  of  it.  *'  lie  was  fond  of  planting, 
pruning,  and  grafting  with  his  own  hands,  and  his 
parterre  of  native  and  exotic  flowers  at  Cray  Farm 
was  choice,  though  not  extensive. 

Political  despatches  which  daily  arrived  were  dis* 
posed  of  by  him  with  the  utmost  oider,  exactness, 
and  re«:ularitv,  and  his  visitors  searcelv  missed 
his  company  whilst  he  attended  to  them.  At  pul)- 
lic  worship,  he  was  a  regular  attendant,  and  had 
prayers  read  in  his  fiunily  once  every  day,  some* 
tiuies  in  the  morning,  but  oftener  in  the  evening. 
Field  sports  he  abandoued  long  before  his  death;  but 
he  had  a  kennel  of  pointers  and  greyhounds*  His 
ear  for  music  was  excellent,  and,  though  an  indif- 
ferent player  ou  the  vioioucelio,  he  would  often  sit 
down  and  take  part  in  a  concerto,  and  join  in  any 
music  that  was  going  on. 

He  was  very  tenacious  of  all  bis  early  friendships : 
the  Earl  of  Bristol  and  the  late  Mr.  Holford  were  the 
most  dear  to  him.    His  mind  was  much  fixed  on 
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putting  upon  record  the  history  of  the  Union  and  tiie 
events  which  immediately  preceded  it — ^in  fiict^  of  his 
own  administratioii  in  Ireland.  It  was  a  project  which 
1  know  he  had  very  much  at  heart,  and  it  was  often 
talked  of  to  some  gentlemen  of  reputation,  as  men  of 
letters  in  Ireland.  One  of  these,  a  particular  friend 
of  Lord  Castlereagh's,  declined  the  undertaking,  be^ 
cause  he  could  not  conscientiously,  and  as  he  thought 
satis&ctorily,  execute  it  in  the  sense  of  the  minister 
— and  yet  their  firiendship  continued  uninterrupted. 

He  spoke  rrcnch  coiTCctly,  with  a  slow  and  mea- 
sured accent.  liis  appearance  in  public,  when  in 
Paris  in  1815,  was  quite  unostentatious  and  simple. 
In  the  morning,  and  sometimes  in  the  evening  also, 
he  was  seen  walking  iu  the  crowd,  witli  Lady  Castle- 
reagh,  on  the  terrace,  or  in  one  of  the  alleys  of  the 
Tuileries.  The  French  were  doubly  astounded  at  the 
simplicity  of  his  appearance,  and  at  the  unfashionable 
singularity  of  s\ich&]^romemLde^tete'd't^tewithhis  wife^ 

His  good  humour  was  so  predominant,  that  he 
never  refused  his  assistance  to  promote  cheerfiilness ; 
nor  was  he  ever  more  pk  ased  than  when  his  youth- 
ful iriends,  encouraged  by  his  smiles,  fox^got  who  he 
was,  and,  throwing  off  all  constraint,  seemed  as  much 
at  home"  with  bim  as  if  be  bad  been  tiieir  constant 
companion.  Thujs  he  succeeded,  without  effort,  but 
merely  by  pursuing  the  bent  of  his  mild  and  amiable 
disposition,  to  be  happy  himself,  and  to  render  all 
happy  aroimd  him. 

in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  although  he  sutiered 
from  gout,  yet  he  never  uttered  complaint  or  mur- 
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mur.   It  was  a  oommon  sbying  of  hia,  to  any  om 

labounng  under  nrisfbrtime,  "  Patience,  and  all  will 
be  weiL"  It  was  a  precept  which  he  practically  illus- 
tnited  by  example  in  every  inaX  of  aoddent  or  illness. 
One  unfortunate  eyent,  eyindng  bis  coohiess  and  eou- 
ra2;e,  occurred  at  North  Cray.  Lady  Londonderry 
had  a  peculiar  and  not  a  praise woilhy  partiality  for 
laige  mastifis;  and  bis  entire  good  nature  and  passive* 
ness  to  ber  pursuits  induced  bim  to  bear  witb  tbese 
savage  com2)anions.  On  one  occasion,  when  two  of 
the  iMiinMtlft  were  engaged  in  a  iuhous  combat,  hard 
CastLereagb)  in  spite  of  all  bindranoe  and  piteous  cries, 
msbed  between  tbem  to  part  tbe  enmged  brutes,  in 
succeeding  in  whicli  his  hands  and  ann  u  c  i  c  .severely 
lacerated.  From  these  wounds  lie  nufl'ered  long ;  but 
boie  the  pain  and  tbe  disogre^Able  reflections  which 
sucb  injuries  naturally  produce  witb  bis  usualpatienee. 

In  stature  be  was  nearly  six  feet,  and  his  manners 
were  perfect,  his  features  commanding.  His  appear- 
ance when  iiill  dressed  was  particularly  graceful,  and 
at  the  coronation  of  George  IV.  be  was  remarked  for 
the  graceftil  dignity  of  his  mien  and  manner,  which, 
as  I  have  heard  it  more  than  once  observed,  might 
well  have  caused  bim,  when  in  tbe  robes  of  the  Garter, 
to  be  mistaken  for  tbe  Sovereign.  Allbough  a  cour* 
tier,  yet  in  private  life  no  man  could  be  less  assuming, 
and  his  affability  at  once  dissipated  that  timidity  which 
intercounie  witb  bigb  rank  sometimes  produces. 

After  bis  decease,  an  official  communication  was 
made  to  his  servants,  stiitmg  that  lie  had  left  a  -v^-ill, 
wherein  he  had  made  provision  for  every  person  in 
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his  establishment,  even  to  the  lowest  helper  in  the 
stablee — a  dreumstaiice  perfectly  in  muson  with  the 
whole  tenour  of  his  private  life. 

The  report  that  I.ord  Londonderry's  death  had 
been  caused  in  some  measure  by  gout  is  not,  I  thmk, 
altogether  unfennded.  During  the  List  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  of  the  session  of  Fariiament  immediately 
preceding  his  deceaiic,  he  laboured  under  attacks  of 
this  complaint.  When  he  felt  the  first  symptoms  of 
it^  he  greatly  apprehended  that,  if  it  were  not  speedily 
repressed,  the  disease  might  so  increase  as  to  prevent 
his  attendance  in  the  House  of  Commons,  thereby 
causing  a  dehiy  of  public  business,  a  still  further  pro* 
traction  of  the  Session,  with  consequent  inconyenience 
to  his  Majesty  in  visiting  Scotland,  and  to  himself  in 
attending  Congress.  In  order  to  prevent  these  disa- 
greeable results,  Lord  Castlereagh's  physician  pre- 
scribed some  medicines  for  him,  with  the  view  of  low- 
ering his  system,  and  thus  keepiug  down  the  violence 
of  the  complaint.  The  medicines  thus  prescribed  had 
the  intended  effect  in  one  particular;  but,  in  reducing 
his  IkxHIv  lial)it,  they  unfortunately  also  broii2;ht  on 
a  depression  of  s})uits,  to  the  influence  of  which  an 
overloaded  and  perplexed  mind  but  too  readily  yielded. 
In  this  nuumer,  a  n^-vons  fev^  was  induced,  which 
the  excitement  produced  by  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament for  the  moment  counteracted ;  but,  when  that 
had  subsided,  the  lowness  rapidly  increased,  and  on 
the  Friday  before  his  death  had  made  considerable 
inroads  on  physical  and  mental  powers,  which  na- 
turally were  of  great  strength.   So  much  was  Lord 
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Londonderry's  frame  shaken  on  that  day,  that  the 
official  documents  which  he  wrote  and  subscribed 

while  in  town  were  scarcelv  leizrible  to  those  who  tor 
years  had  been  daily  accustomed  to  his  handwriting. 
The  characters  in  these  despatches  were  stragglings 
and  evidently  traced  by  a  tremulous,  enfeebled  hand, 
which  made  the  manuscripts  appear  to  be  those  of  a 
decrepit,  worn-out  old  man,  whereas,  Lord  London^ 
deiTy*8  writing  was  usually  remarkable  for  its  neatness. 

With  respect  to  his  habits  of  business  in  his  own 
peculiar  departmeut,  bis  laboura  were  unremitting. 
When  in  town,  he  generally  went  to  the  Foreign  Office 
about  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  and  remained  there  till 
two  or  three,  and  often  later,  as  circumstances  re- 
quired. His  conduct  to  all  persons  under  him  was 
tempered  with  extraordinary'  mildness, — being  so  affec- 
tionate and  gentlemanlike,  that,  without  an  exception^ 
every  one  connected  with  the  Foreign  Department 
felt  and  deplored  his  death.  He  laid  it  down  as  a 
principle,  and  followed  it  himwAlf  implicitly,  that  the 
head  of  every  public  office  was  bound  in  duty  to  pro* 
tect  and  advise  all  persons  subordinate  to  him.  Advice 
he  freely  and  constantly  gave,  where  he  thought  it 
was  necessary,  or  would  be  useful;  and,  whenever 
it  happened  that  he  had  occasion  to  reproye,  he 
performed  that  ungracious  task  so  considerately  and 
kindly,  that  he  never  tailed  to  reform  the  individual, 
to  whom,  at  the  same  time,  he  endeared  liimself. 

Of  the  protection  which  he  afforded  to  all  who 
served  under  him,  the  following  instance  will  give  a 
just  notion.   Duiiug  the  whole  period  that  our  paper 
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money  was  depreciated  below  gold,  our  consuls  and 

other  representatives  in  foreign  countries  were  paid 
no  more  by  the  Treiisury  than  their  uomioal  salaries, 
allowances,  &c.,  in  the  paper  money  of  the  day.  In 
having  those  sums  r^nitted  to  them,  the  rate  of 
exchange  was  so  much  against  tins  country,  that  tliey 
were  frequently  great  losers,  receiving  in  specie  only 
a  portion  of  their  just  emolument.  Lord  London* 
derry  often  rmonstrated  with  the  Treasury  upon  the 
hardship  of  the  ciise,  but  was  always  met  by  this  ar- 
gument, that,  if  compensatiou  were  allowed  for  those 
losses,  it  would  be  an  admission  that  the  Bank  of 
England  notes  were  depredated,  in  contradiction  to 
the  oflScial  declaration  of  Alinisters.  The  Treasuiy 
also  warned  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  against 
such  claims,  and,  in  short,  effectually  resisted  them, 
so  ^  as  it  was  posmble.  His  Lordship,  however, 
wan  dttemiined  that  his  official  agents  should  not 
sufier,  and  accordingly  made  good  their  deficiencies 
in  many  cases  of  hardship. 

It  is  peenliarly  gratiiying  to  remark  in  the  Gorre- 
gpondence  the  expression  of  the  warm  feelings  of 
friendship  and  atiection — I  might  almost  say  endear- 
ment—^tertauied  for  him,  not  only  by  all  those  gen- 
tlemen who  looked  up  to  him  as  their  official  chief, 
but  also  by  persons  wliose  still  higher  diplomatic 
situations  placed  them  within  the  sphere  of  his  influ- 
ence. For  evidences  of  such  sentiments  and  dispdai* 
tions  I  need  merely  refer  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Cooke, 
Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Knox,  and  subjoin  a  shoit  passage 
from  one  written  by  the  representative  of  his  Majesty 
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at  the  Court  of  the  Netherlands,  lu  Febnuury,  1820, 
just  after  the  aooession  of  €leor^e  IV.,  when  a  change 

of  admuiisti'ation  appciued  luuuiiieut,  Lord  Claocarty 
^Tites : 

I  hope  you  cannot  imagine  that  any  part  of  the 
anxiety  experienced  by  me  could  have 

the  slightest  doubt  wliat  should  be  the  course  of  my 
own  conduct ;  or  that,  after  liaving  derived  every 
political  advantage  which  1  enjoy  immediately  fi^m 
your  Lordship,  with  the  addition  theireto  of  some  and 
no  very  liiuan  degree  of  public  consideration.  I  jsliould 
now,  at  an  advanced  time  of  life,  be  guilty  of  the 
folly  of  absolutely  sacrificing  this  last,  fay  sepazating 
my  political  interests  from  those  of  my  chief—wad  this 
for  the  miserable  and  precarious  gratification  of  per- 
haps a  few  mouths'  longer  enjoyment  of  an  office, 
dsspnvedt  as  it  would  then  be,  in  the  case  supposed, 

of  its  principal  attracdotL  

**  One  expression  in  your  letter  I  would  fain  think 
unguarded,  namely,  that  during  the  late  Crisis, 
'you  considered  yourself  only  as  my  Chief  4id  in- 
terim^* as  if  yon  would  not  stall  have  continued 
my  Chief  equally  out  of  as  in  power — or,  as  \i\ 
aiter  having  gone  thi'ough  now  somewhat  a  long 
course  of  political  life  under  your  CkUfiaimkip^ 
reaping  every  possible  benefit— ifiu*,  very  far  beyond 
expectation  from  the  connexion,  the  advantages  of 
which  moreover  were  ail  one  side — ^1  could  now  con- 
sent,  except  indeed  ad  ttUerim^  to  act  under  any  other 
Chief!" 

The  family  means  were  not  considerable,  and  Lord 
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CastLereagb  was  necessarily  subject,  from  his  official 

appointment,  to  gi  eater  expenses  than  any  other  mi- 
nister. He  cliie%  had  to  entertain  the  ambassadors 
from  foreign  powers  in  this  country,  and  frequently  to 
invite  them  to  official  dinners,  and  to  maintain  tlie 
dignity  and  rank  ot  the  nation,  in  the  siuaptuousness 
of  those  eiitertaiimieuts. 

To  the  public  character  of  Lord  Londonderry,  tes- 
timony so  emphatic  and  so  honourable  is  borne  by 
witnesses  the  most  illustrious  lor  nwik  and  tiilent^  in 
tlie  letters  wliich  I  shall  presently  lay  beibre  the 
public,  that  I  shall  content  myself  with  subjoining 
the  foDowing  tribute,  paid  to  his  memory  by  an  elo- 
quent public  wTiter. 

With  respect  to  his  public  character,  all  admit  his  talents 
to  have  been  of  a  high  order,  and  his  industry  in  the  dischaige 
of  his  official  duties  uDiemitting.  Party  animosity  may  ques- 
tion the  wisdom  of  measnres  in  which  he  was  a  prinoipal  aetor, 
to  save  its  own  consistensy  |  but  it  dares  not  breathe  a  doubt 
of  his  intsgrity  and  honour.  His  reputation  as  a  Minister  is, 
faowerer,  above  the  reach  of  both  friends  and  enemies.  He 
was  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  Ministiy  which  preserred  the  • 
eonntiy  ftom  being  subjugated  by  a  power  whieh  subjugated  all 
the  rest  of  Europe,  whieh  fought  the  oountiy  agauist  eombined 
Europe  and  triumphed,  and  which  wrenched  the  sceptre  of  domi- 
nion from  the  desolating  principles  that  the  French  Bevolotion 
spread  through  theworld,  and  restored  it  to  religion  and  honesty. 

If  to  have  pieserred  the  ftith  and  liberties  of  England  from 
destruction,  to  have  raised  her  to  the  most  uiagnificent  point 
of  greatuess,  to  have  liberated  a  quarter  of  the  globe  from  a 
despotism  which  bowed  down  both  body  uiul  bouI,  and  to  liave 
placed  the  world  airain  under  the  control  of  natuml  law  and 
just  principles,  be  trauscendont  fame,  such  fame  belongs  to  this 
Ministry,  and,  of  all  its  members,  it  belongs  to  none  more  than 
to  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry, 
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Durinnr  a  great  part  of  the  year,  he  toiled  tVf  .|uently  for 
tw<'lvH  or  fourteen  hours  per  day  at  the  most  exhaustinir  <»f  all 
kinds  of  labour,  for  a  salary,  which,  unaided  by  private  tortune, 
would  not  have  supported  him.  He  laboured  for  thirty  years 
lu  tlie  service  of  the  countrv.  hi  liiis  service  he  ruined  a 
robust  constitution,  broke  a  lofty  spirit,  destroyed  a  first-rate 
undei^tanding,  and  met  an  untimely  deaths  without  adding  a 
shilling  to  his  patrimonial  fortune,  or,  if  wo  except  the  step 
which  his  father  was  advanoed  in  the  p6enigo,ehjuigiiig  a  letter 
of  his  patrimonial  title. 

What  the  country  gained  from  him  may  never  be  ealenlated ; 
what  he  gained  firom  the  oonntxy  was  Innaey  and  a  martyr*! 
graye,^ 

So  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  the  demise  of  the 

laiiiL'iited  subject  of  these  Memoirs,  and  so  much  care 
and  delicacy  are  obviously  necessary  in  the  selection 
of  Papers  connected  with  and  illustrating  his  cha- 
racter, public  life,  and  services,  that,  strongly  as  I 
feel  it  to  be  a  fraternal  duty  iucumbeiit  ou  me  to  give 
tlie  prominent  particulars  of  his  life  to  the  world,  I 
might  perhaps  have  been  induced  to  pass  over  even 
this  act  of  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  regretted 
Brother,  from  a  sense  of  inadequacy  to  the  task,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  appearance  of  a  publication  ema- 
nating from  a  writer  of  no  ordinary  celebrity.  This 
work,  while  professing  to  affoixi  a  sketch  of  the  cha- 
racter of  my  relatiuu,  contained  such  remaiks  and 
animadversions,  and  was  couched  in  a  tone  of  such 
uncalled-for  severity,  as  rendered  it  necessary  for  me 
to  enter  upon  a  vindiciition  of  his  memory,  and  vvhich 
I  shall  annex  to  the  imperfect  portraiture  fiirnibiied 
in  the  preceding  pages. 

*  «>NewTiinei." 
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If  any  additional  motive  beyond  those  which  I  have 
meiitioued  is  wanting  for  my  undertaking,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  desire  of  affording  materials  for  the 
history  of  the  times  in  which  my  inestimahle  illative 
lived,  and  in  which  he  occupied  so  conspicuouti  a 
place.  I  should  also  be  guilty  of  ingratitude  to  those 
high-minded  Mends  who  encouraged  me,  and  who, 
when  my  Brother  was  assailed,  gave  me  irrefragable 
proofs  of  their  o|)iiuon8  of  his  greatness ;  and  1  hope 
that  I  am  not  conuuitting  any  misjudging  breach  of 
confidence  towards  the  writers,  if  I  publish  these 
oj)inions  to  the  world,  as  the  answers  at  the  moment 
to  the  character  of"  Lord  Castlereagh,  di'awn  by  Lord 
Brougham,  in  his  Historical  Sketches  of  the  States- 
men of  the  Hdgn  of  George  the  Third." 

Here  follows  my  Letter,  addressed,  through  the 
medium  of  the  press,  to  Lord  Brougham,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  publication,  in  the  year  1839,  which,  having 
been  but  partially  circulated  at  that  time,  I  think  it 
right  to  introduce  into  this  Memoir. 


LETTER  TO  IIENHY  LORD  BROUGHAM. 

My  Lord — Although  I  confesB  that  I  addn»8  your  Lordship 
under  strong  feelings  of  regret  and  disappointment,  yet  I  hope 
to  nstrun  my  pen  from  any  expression  inconsistent  either 
with  our  respeetive  poeitionB,  or  that  consideration  which  your 
splendid  talents  and  eztraotdinary  acquirements  must  erer 
command  from  all  who  admire  genius  and  intellectual  power. 

I  have  just  read,  in  your  *^  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Statce- 
men  of  the  Bdgn  of  George  the  Third/''  your  delineation  of  the 
character  and  abilities  of  my  beloved  and  lamented  Brother. 

It  is  not  iiuprobaUle  that  what  I  am  about  to  urge  (injustice 
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to  his  chmotor  and  and  in  raAitatioti  of  your  Lbtd- 

flhip^B  Temarks  upon,  them)  may  appear  to  be  tinged  with  the 
natural  partialities  of  grateful  affeetion  $  on  the  other  hand,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  your  LordehipV  own  oommenta  may  be 

fairly  suspected  of  an  equally  strong  prejadioe  in  an  opposite 
direction.    They  are  at  least  too  essentially  the  woric  of  a 

political  antaii^iiist  to  be  free  from  party  Icelinj^s ;  aud  you 
must  allow  me  to  think,  and  to  re^yret,  tiiut  ili*  y  are  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  hostility  wiiich  you  have  permitted  to  survive 
their  object,  and  to  extend  beyond  the  grave. 

Your  Lordship  appears  to  have  imiieceissarily  taken  advan- 
tage ot*  tilt  Iji-nelit  of  survivorship  to  derogate  from  tlie  merits  of 
a  contemporary  statesman,  and  to  have  pronounced  what  I  be* 
lieve  is  called  in  your  learned  profession  an  ex  /wirfe  judgment  on 
his  character,  without  allowing  fairly  and  justly  for  the  great 
and  prO'eminent  qualities  which  he  possessed,  in  the  opinion 
of  more  impartial  and  faifinitely  more  competent  judges  than 
I  can  pretend  to  be.  Had  the  publication  of  these  Historical 
Sketches  been  postponed  until  all  actors  in  the  scenes  described 
should  have  passed  away,  when  the  reputation  of  the  inculpated 
statesman  and  that  of  the  critical  historian  would  haye  stood 
on  equal  terms  at  the  bar  of  Posterity,  the  character  of  my 
Brother  would  have  had  nothing  to  frar.  Nor,  indeed,  has  it 
now ;  and  I  address  your  Lordship  rather  in  satisfaction  to  my 
own  feelinjrs,  and  to  those  of  nianv  affectionate  relations  and 
friends,  than  from  any  apprehension  that  even  your  censure 
can  cast  a  permanent  shade  over  his  personal  (qualities  or  his 
public  services. 

Your  Lordship  is  acknowlcdijed  to  be  a  profound  judge  of 
human  nature;  and  yet,  in  your  late  publication,  you  seem  to 
have  forgotten  that  we  feel  the  injuries  done  to  those  whom 
we  haTO  respected  and  loved  &r  more  acutely  than  any  directed 
against  ourselves.  I  am  not,  certainly,  the  only  sufferer  in 
this  respeel,  tnm  the  contents  of  these  Yolumes.  Your  anim- 
adversions upon  Kings  Geoige  the  Third  and  Fourth  must 
undoubtedly  have  given  the  deepest  pain  to  the  surviving 
members  of  their  illustrious  &mily.  Yon  have  even  extended 
your  sareastie'  critidsms  lo  Mr.  Pitt  $  to  one  so  indisputably 
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and  immeasttroblj  beyond  every  other  man  of  his  time^  that 
Posterity  must  Bmile  at  your  Lordship's  delineation  of  liia  cha- 
racter and  yonr  eetimate  of  hia  merits. 

In  promulgating  your  opiuions,  yon  wound  where  there  can 
be  DO  retaliation,  and  you  strike  where  the  blow  cannot  be  re- 
tnmed.  The  private  secretary  of  the  illustrious  nionarehs  above 
nieiitionod,  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  was  prompted  \>y  ]n>t'iw  to 
forrect,  in  soiiio  pointf«  wliicli  happened  to  fall  wiiliin  liia  per- 
sonal kiiuwU'dgo,  tlic  harsli  and  uujust  condemnation  which 
yon  had  poikjed  upon  tlioso  kings  ;  whose  virtues  and  oniineut 
qualitiejj  far  outshone  the  trilling  and  adventitious  defects  from 
which  few  human  beings  are  exempt,  and  with  which  T  am 
surprised  that  your  Lordship'^s  candour  aud  good  ta«t6  did  not 
diadahi  to  darlten  and  disfigure  your  general  portraits. 

With  sneh  an  example  before  me,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  I  conld  allow  your  strictures  on  a  Brother  to  remain  un- 
noticed ;  although,  if  my  feelings  had  permitted  me,  I  should 
most  willingly  have  avoided  it.  But  my  silence,  when  1  haye 
the  power  of  protesting  against  your  misrepresentations,  might 
give  them  an  air  of  authority  which  otherwise  they  wonld  not 
possess. 

It  may  hereafter  be  my  province,  niged  by  a  strong  sense 
(not  less  of  justice  than  brotherly  devotion),  to  give  to  the 
public  and  to  posterity  the  various  records  which  I  possess,  or 
can  collect,  of  a  statesman  who  was,  in  some  honourable  cha- 
raeteristics,  (I  will  boldly  affirm)  inferior  to  none  of  the  age  in 
whteh  he  lived.  But,  as  such  an  undertaking,  delayed  by  cir- 
eumstances  and  accidents  which  I  do  not  now  wish  to  advert 
to,  must  be  a  work  of  time  and  labour,  my  present  duty  is 
merely  to  meet  the  evil  of  the  day,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
make  niy  reply  as  brief  a^j  the  observations  which  call  ic  r  it. 
To  the  merit  of  brevity,  in  tnith.  vuur  Lordship's  sketch  may 
well  lay  claim ;  for  it  carefully  passes  over  those  great  public 
and  achievements  on  which  the  historical  reputation  of 
the  statesman  is  founded,  and  on  which  I  think  a  lover  of  hia 
coniitrv'%  ulorv  Tni^jht  have  dwelt  with  satisfaction  far  higher 
and  purer  than  any  that  can  be  derived  from  the  petty  task  of 
ehronicUog  verbal  inaccuracies,  aud  of  attemptiug  to  ridicule 
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the  langua^re  and  expreadons  of  one  who  was  oontent  to  rest 
his  fiune  rather  on  actions  than  on  words.    Your  Lordship'^s 
remarks  may  be  divided  under  three  heads.   To  these  I  shall . 
now  apply  myself. 

The  first  is  with  reference  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  considered 
as  a  public  debater  and  orator.  The  second  applies  to  his 
character  and  oondact  daring  his  administration  as  secretary 
for  Ireland  at  the  period  of  the  Union.  The  third  relates  to 
his  diplomatic  services  and  career,  np  to  the  Treaties  of  Paris 
and  Vienna,  and  the  Congresses  of  Troppau  and  Laybach. 

Yonr  Lordship  states :  While  he  [Lord  Gastlereagh  ]  never 
showed  the  slightest  symptom  of  infermation  extending  beyond 
the  more  recent  volumes  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  or 
possibly  the  files  of  the  newspapers  only,  his  diction  set  all 
imitation,  perliaps  all  description,  at  deliaucc  f  and  that,  "  in 
order  to  hnijuik'  tho  tediou.s  liours  of  your  uiiavoidablo  attend- 
ance on  tlir  Hdiise  of  Commons  upon  tlir  poor,  tawdry,  ravelled 
thread  of  hi.>  >on  v  iliM  oursc,  it  was  your  amusement,  or  that 
of  your  friends  and  iicighlwury,  to  collect  a  kind  of  ana  from 
the  fra2:nu'nts  of  mixed,  incongruous,  and  disjointeti  iinaf^ 
which  fn'(ju«-ntly  appcaro(l  in  his  speorhrs,'"  You  then,  with 
the  dexterity  of  a  pmrtiscd  reviewer,  proceed  to  enumerate 
certain  sentences  and  phrases  from  Lord  Castlere^lfs  speeches 
— 4t  least,  so  it  would  be  inferred  (although  you  give  no  data 
or  authority  for  any  one  selection) — and  to  deal  with  them  in 
the  spirit  of  charity  which  usually  characterizes  that  vocation* 

I  will  not  attempt  to  follow  you  into  verbal  criticisms.  I 
will  only  remark,  that  he,  whose  oratory  you  treat  with  such 
contempt,  rose  to  eminence  in  that  very  assembly  whose  critical 
taste  you  so  highly  commend,  even  while  it  possessed  Pitt, 
Fox,  Sheridan,  and  0rey ;  that,  fi»r  years,  he  became  its  leader, 
with  the  acquiescence  of  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Plunket,  and 
maintained  that  station  to  the  end  of  his  life,  onshaken  by  the 
combined  efforts  of  such  men  as  Whitbread,  Windham,  Romilly, 
and  Brougham ! 

Indeed,  my  Lord,  you  are,  in  point  of  reputation,  more 
interested  even  than  I  am  to  prove  that  the  powem  with  which 
you  wrestled  80  long,  so  ably,  and  yet  so  vainly,  were  not  of  a 
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low  or  eontemptible  order.  I  oooM  produce  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary Debates  bundrods  of  instances  when  my  Brother  took 
a  diatini^uislied  part,  iimon!*  such  distinu^uished  nieu  :  I  Hliall 
mentiun,  howovt-r,  only  one  j  which  I  nelfct,  becau.so  it  is  one 
which  ouii^ht  not  to  have  escaped  your  Lordjihip's  observation, 
altliouMi  it  pr«'s«'Tits  no  iiiconirruity  of  images,  no  incorrcctncHS 
of  diction,  uuiit'  of  the  faults  vvlnrli  you  are  pleased  to  attribute, 
with  such  severity,  to  his  style.  That  i-peech  was  delivered 
on  the  15th  of  Februarj,  1822,  on  the  questioD  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  It  was  chiefly  in  reply  to  ^cwndf;  and  that  couside- 
lation  will,  perhaps,  justify  me  in  your  eyes  for  transcribing 
here  a  portion  of  it,  as  a  proof  that  Lord  Oast]  r  agli  was 
neither  reluctant  nor  unequal  to  meet  eren  your  Lordship  in 
that  arena  where  your  own  reputation  was  chiefly  acquired. 
In  alluding  to  Mr.  Brougham,  Lord  Oastlereagh  first  says : 
If  the  House  has  read  with  as  patient  attention  as  I  have— 
«md  0fB€rtfthing  $kai  pree$fd$  fiom  tk$  kimaurabU  and  lemnud 
^m^eman  w  worthy  of  attention — the  speeches  which  the 
honouraUe  and  learned  gentleman  made,  in  1816  and  181 7« 
on  the  manulacturins^  and  commercial  state  of  the  country, 
they  must  have  remarked  the  striking  contrast  between  those 
speeches  and  the  speech  which  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  delivered  the  last  time  he  addressed  this  House/' 

Tlie  alxivi  <tiitiii;lv  evinces  tiie  ta'uerosity  of  Lord  C;ustle- 
reagti  s  nature  in  always  doing  justice  to  your  Lordship's  high 
acquirements;  and  from  which,  if  he  had  survived  your  Lord- 
ship, I  am  satisfied  he  would  never  have  departed.  He  then 
proceeds  to  the  part  to  which  I  more  particularly  allude. 

I  have  now  to  communicate  to  the  House  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  his  Majesty's  government,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
enter  into  a  mnociataon  for  the  reduction  of  the  higher  latee  of 
interest  payable  to  the  public  creditors.  I  am  confident  that 
the  operation  will  be  ejected  with  pei^t  &eility  so  soon  aa 
Parliament  shall  have  shown  itself  firm  to  its  purpose,  and 
when  the  country  shall j  through  a  conviction  of  this  determina- 
tion, he  relieved  firom  the  gloomy  apprehensions  resnlting  from 
the  kmourMo  and  loomed  gentleman  »  menaces^  and  from  those 
hints  of  some  frightful  but  obscure  '  nectmitg^  which  is  to  over- 
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rale  all  our  delibeiatian*  on  this  mibjeot.  *  Neotmikf^  ar,  b 
THB  ttrahtVi  plba  ;  and  I  look  ai  itwKh  «  madiahni  and 
jealousy  when  it  peepe  from  under  tlie  gown  of  a  proleesional 
man,  as  when  h  eoaaea  from  the  month  of  a  omqneior  or  a 
despot,  frr  in  either  ease  it  threatens  destnietion  to  the  first 
principles  of  jnstioe,  morality,  and  law. 

It  is  evident  that  the  word  *iMOSiMCy,*  as  used  by  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  (and  I  have  not  ehosen  to 
put  so  strong  a  eonstruction  upon  the  term  as  my  friends 
around  me  think  I  should  have  been  warranted  in  doing,  be- 
cause  I  do  not  think  it  for  the  public  interest  to  give  to  it  such 
ail  aliiiiiiing  oonftniction,) — but  it  is  evident  that  the  word 
necessity used  m  the  obscure  and  ominous  manner  in  which 
the  learned  gentleman  has  used  it.  is  calciilate<l  to  t^xcitc  a])- 
prehension  in  every  lojal  and  virtuous  mind,  and  to  blight  the 
great  resources  of  our  prosperity  and  power,  unless  l*ju*liament 
at  the  outset  shall  bol.ll y  n(e<'t  and  op|>08e  the  honourai>b3  and 
learned  i;entlenian\s  pi  ojci  ts,  and  uphold  with  a  "troui:  hand 
the  principles  to  wliicli  they  liave  be»'n  indebted  tor  the  main- 
tenance of  the  national  character  and  of  the  public  interests 
and  honour.'**  Mr.  Brougham,  in  reply,  on  that  day,  eon- 
gratulated  Lord  Castlereagh  on  his  very  able  statement. 

But,  after  all,  the  merits?  of  Lord  Castlereagh  as  a  statesman 
rest  on  far  higher  ground  than  his  powers  as  an  orator.  It  is 
natural  ht  your  Lordship  to  attach  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  claims  of  eloquence,  and  to  assume  the  degree  in  which  it 
may  be  possessed  as  an  unerring  standard  of  moral  or  political 
worth ;  but  I  will  boldly  assert  that  to  Lord  Oastlereagh  be- 
longs the  better  and  nobler  praise  of  honest,  straightforward, 
manly  bearing,  among  all  the  chances,  and  perils,  and  complica- 
tions of  political  warfiure.  Ever  prepared  to  giTC  a  triumphant 
reply  to  his  opponents,  he  never  shrunk  ftfm  undertaking  the 
arduous  management  of  public  affairs  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  whatever  department  of  the  King''s  service  he  might  be 
placed  ;  he  never  condescended  to  flatter  an  opponent  in  order 
to  gain  a  point ;  he  courted  responsibility  tor  every  measure 
which  he  recommended  ;  he  never  converteJ  a  political  rival 
into  an  enemy,  uor  ever  sm'rificed  a  principle  to  gain  a  triend. 
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Having  disposed  of  Lord  Castlereagh  as  a  debater,  by  sum- 
marily declaring^  that  he  was  incapable  of  uttering  two  sen- 
tences of  anything  but  in  the  meanest  manner,  in  the  most 
wretched  language,^'*  &e,  (see  p.  124,)  your  Lordship  is  pleased 
next  to  review  his  merits  as  a  counsellor  of  his  sovereign. 

It  is  true  that  you  begin  with  admitting  that  here  he  had 
more  resources  you  allow  him  to  be  brave,  politically  ais 
well  as  personally,^  and  you  aUnde  to  the  Irish  Union  as 
having  afibrded  proof  of  those  qualities ;  while  you  add  that 
he  was  of  a  cold  temperament  and  a  determined  character  :*** 
but  you  are  also  pleased  to  state  that  the  complaints  of  his  Irish 
administration  were  well  grounded  as  regarded  the  corruption 
of  t  he  Parliament  by  which  he  accomplished  the  Union,  (though 
he  liad  certainly  no  direct  hand  in  the  bribery  practi.sed,)  and 
that  they  were  entirely  uiitbuuded  as  regarded  the  cruelties 
during  and  atter  the  rebellion. 

How  far  this  alleged  corruption  was  carried,  or  in  what  it 
differed  from  the  exercise  of  patronage  for  less  worthy  objects 
now^a^days,  I  will  not  pretend  to  pronounce.  But  a  remarkable 
letter,  of  which  I  give  an  extract,  from  the  Marquess  Corn- 
wallis,  dated  Dublin  Castle,  April  drd,  1800,  to  Lord  Wellesley, 
in  reference  to  the  Union,  will  prove  that  corruption  was  not,  and 
could  not  be,  in  any  manner,  attributable  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagfa* 

.  We  have  hitherto  carried  all  our  questions  by  a  majority  of 
between  ferty  and  fifty ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  an 

unwilling  majority,  dragged  out  with  difHcnlty  to  vote  by  the 
orders  of  the  borough  proprietors  who  brought  them  iiuo  I'ar- 
liament,  and  detesting  the  measure,  which  blasts  their  hoj)ea  of 
obtaiiiing  those  little  douceurs  which  have  so  long  been  enjoyed 
by  the  members  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons.  The  fjreat  cmn- 
marfdinr^  interests  which  have  so  handsomely  supported  us  remain 
firm  and  unshaken,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  power 
of  clamour,  folly,  or  treason,  to  prevent  our  ultimate  success.'* 
Another  admission  is  made,  for  which  I  most  unfeignedly 
and  gratefblly  thank  your  Lordship ;  and  it  is  on  record  now 
from  you,  and  it  will  be  the  best  answer  to  the  continued 
base  and  numerous  all^ations  against  Lord  Castlerei^  firom 
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Mr.  OHTonnell  and  the  Irish  Kadicals,  that  Lord  Gastlereagh 
voiformly  and  strenuously  set  his  fsLce  against  the  atroeitiev 
oommitted  in  Ireland;  and  that  to  him,  more  than  periiaps 
anj  one  else,  was  to  be  attribated  the  termination  of  the  sjs- 
tern  stained  with  blood,^  126.) 

I  am  not  aware  from  what  channel  yonr  Lordship  has  de- 
rived this  information,  nor  on  what  evidence  jon  found  your 
judgment  $  hut,  if  any  kind  and  true  contemporary  friend  of 
Lord  Castlereagh  has  fhrnished  your  Lordship  with  such  facts 
and  eircumstances  as  have  induced  yon  to  draw  almost  the 
only  &vourable  conclusions  that  are  contained  in  your  sketch, 
I  trust  tiiat  same  friend  (with  equal  honesty  and  truth)  will 
give  to  the  world — what  it  very  much  requires — some  authentic 
and  correct  report  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  the 
completion  of  the  Union  witli  Irehmd,  which  stands  as  the 
prouiiest  and  noblest  uiouumenl  of  Lord  Gabtlereagh^s  parlia- 
mentary career. 

I  would  rather,  at  present,  confine  myself  to  a  later  period, 
coming  more  immediately  under  my  own  observritioii  and 
knowled<:jo ;  but,  in  order  to  place  upon  record  without  delay 
one  of  the  most  honourable  testiinouies  ever  perhny  s  bf  stowed 
on  any  Statesman,  I  subjoin  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  the  late  Duke  of  Portland  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  original 
of  which  is  now  among  the  family  papers  in  my  possession  ; 
and  which  will  account  for  my  Brother^s  being,  at  his  death 
still  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  after  services  which 
had  placed,  over  and  over  again,  a  British  Peerage  at  his 
eommand. 

■^London,  Wednetday  Night,  July  %  1800. 
My  dear  Lord — Much  as  I  incline  to  hope  that  the  letter 
I  wrote  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  on  the  27th  of  last  month  has 
removed  any  possible  doubt  that  can  have  occurred  to  you 
respecting  the  opinion  of  the  King^s  servants,  upon  the  manner 
in  which  the  important  and  arduous  work  of  the  Union  has 
been  conducted  on  your  side  of  the  water*  and  that  you  are 
thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  desire  and  anxious  wish  which  is 
ftit  to  do  you  the  fiillsBt  justice  in  every  step  that  has  been 
taken  by  you  throughout  the  course  of  that  great  measure,  I 
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cannot  help  troubling  you  with  a  repetition  «>f  the  assurances 
I  addres.sed  to  tlie  Lord- Lieutenant,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
adding  that,  in  all  those  trvinir  oet  a.-»ions  in  which  3'ou  were  m 
frequently  exposed,  and  iu  vvliich  it  was  inipossihlc  for  you  to 
resort  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant's  advice  and 
experience,  the  detemiiiiations  you  formed  have  so  constantly 
and  unezoeptioiuibly  manifested  such  powers  of  taleut  and 
judgment,  as  cannot  but  be  considered  as  entitling  yon  to  our 
particular  acknowledgments  and  thanks,  and  to  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  both  kingdoms. 

After  such  a  declaration,  which  I  make  with  eqnal  pleasure 
and  sincerity,  I  feel  myself  in  some  d^ree  callod  upon  to  recur 
to  the  subject  of  the  English  peem^  to  Lord  Londonderry, 
and  to  enter  into  such  an  explanation  respecting  it  as  may  put 
you  in  fhll  possession  of  the  King^s  gracious  intentions  towards 
yon,  Lord  Londonderry,  and  all  your  house,  ns  may  convince 
you  of  the  justice  his  Majesty  is  disposed  to  do  to  your  Lord- 
ship; and  that  the  idea  of  not  givin^r  an  English  peerage  to 
Lord  Londonderry  was  suggested  only  by  those  parental  feel- 
ings which  dispose  his  Majesty  to  attend  to  every  means  of 
promoting  the  interests  of  his  people.  On  this  principle,  his 
Majesty  wished  that  it  should  be  stated  to  you,  and  to  Lord 
Londonderry,  that  your  own  respective  interests,  and  those  of 
your  family,  together  with  those  of  the  empire  at  large,  might 
be  better  consulted  bv  Lord  Londouderrv'.''  not  beinir  created  a 
British  peer,  and  by  your  not  coming  into  the  House  of  Lords 
of  the  United  Kingdom  until  ago,  inllnnity,  or  the  desire  of 
repose  should  make  you  wish  to  retire  from  the  more  busy  and 
active  scene  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  that,  at  whatever 
time  that  inclination  .sliotild  show  itself,  and  be  expressed, 
whether  during  the  lifetime  of  Lord  Londonderry,  or  not  until 
after  your  Lordship  had  succeeded  to  that  title,  the  descend- 
ants of  Lord  Londonderry,  by  his  present  or  any  future  Countess, 
should  be  included  in  the  succession  to  the  peei-age,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  had  been,  or  wa'^  now  to  be,  granted  to 
him.  And  I  should  farther  add,  that  if  neither  Lord  London-^ 
deny  nor  your  Lordship  should  ever  hold  a  British  peerage, 
VOL.  I.  H 
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lua  Majesty  was  piMwd  to  say,  that  jonr  senrioes  ooald  not 
bat  be  so  remembered  as  to  eectire  that  distinction  to  your  and 
Lord  Londonderry '*s  descendants  at  any  future  period. 

"Portland/' 

How  tnily  prophotlc  tin-  Dukt"  of  Portland's  Icttor  after- 
wards proved,  as  to  ilic  exi>edieucy  of  Lord  Ua:5lit'rt'a^h  s 
remaining  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  events  from  1800 
to  1822  sufficiently  attest.  It  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  add, 
that  it  was  owing  to  tliis  document,  and  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  on  his  return  from  the 
Congress  of  Verona  in  1823,  that  this  peculiar  mark  of  royal 
ooneideration  and  favour  waa  conferred  on  Lord  Castlereagh^e 
suoceseory  by  promoting  him  two  steps  in  the  peerage,  instead 
of  one ; — a  prooeeding  wholly  nnu8ual»^not,  perhaps,  to  be 
justified,  except  on  the  ground  of  his  Brother^s  splendid  and 
acknowledged  public  services. 

The  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  was  written 
August  18, 1829 : — 

"When  the  loss  of  your  justly -beloved  and  lamented  Brother 
was  suddenly  announced  to  uio  by  an  oxpres««  from  my  brother 
^V'illiam,  those  who  were  near  me,  esjn  >  iall\  Mr.  Plunket,  can 
best  attest  with  what  heartfelt  grief  1  wa.s  affected  by  the 
dreadful  tidings  of  that  woful  calamity  ;  and  with  what  dismay 
I  viewed  its  consequence^^,  not  only  to  the  public,  but  to  niy 
own  inten»sts,  as  connected  with  the  strength  and  prosperity  of 
the  government  of  Ireland.  Although  separated  from  your 
Brother  for  a  long  period  of  time  in  the  course  of  political 
affairs,  I  had  long  acted  with  him,  and  the  spirit  of  mutual 
esteem  had  never  h^cn  extinguished  between  us.  On  my  ap- 
pointment to  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  I  received  from 
him  the  most  cordial  support,  and  the  most  aetiTe  and  useful 
assistance ;  and  I  found  in  him  the  greatest  knowledge,  com- 
bined with  the  purest  seal  for  the  interests  of  Ireland ;  and  the 
most  liberal  sentiments,  tempered  with  the  soundest  prudence, 
discretion,  and  practical  wisdom.  The  whole  benefit  of  these 
invaluable  qualifications  he  imparted  to  me  mthout  reserve. 


Digitized  by  Google 
1 


VISCOUNT  CASTLERBAGH. 


Hia  toss,  therefore,  seyere  as  it  was  to  his  country  and  friends, 

was  to  me  irreparable ;  and  I  must  have  been  as  inconsistent 
as  ung^rateful,  if  I  liad  not  considered  his  memory  witli  a 
degree  of  affection  and  reverence  proportioned  to  my  sense  of 
the  value  of  his  confidence  and  generous  friendship. 

"Towards!  your  Lordship  it  was  impossible  that  I  .should 
feel  any  disposition  less  warm  than  the  most  friendly  rejjard, 
strengthened  by  the  happy  alliance  which  connects  <mv  fami- 
lies. Independently  of  your  Brother's  memory,  you  are  justly 
entitled  to  my  highest  consideration ;  and  it  certainly  afforded 
me  some  consolation,  nnder  the  loss  of  your  Brother,  that  I 
should  be  enabled  at  once  to  unite  the  testimonies  of  my  at- 
tachment to  his  memory  with  those  of  my  regard  and  esteem 
for  his  saeeessor  and  representatiYo,  in  the  poison  of  a  long^ 
respected  friend."* 

The  aboTo  extraet  is  from  a  piiTate  letter  of  the  Marqaess 
Wellesley  to  myself,  and  I  did  not  think  myself  at  libeirty  to 
publish  it  without  his  Lordship^s  acquiescenoe ;  but  he  not 
only  most  kindly  and  generously  permitted  it,  bat  added  to 
the  weight  of  the  obligation  which  my  fiunily  and  myself  must* 
ever  feel  towards  him,  by  sending  me  the  annexed  doeoment, 
which  I  now  present  to  my  readers,  not  only  as  a  yalnable 
record  of  the  sentiment.s  of  a  atatosman  whoso  brilliant  career, 
whether  in  Europe,  or  in  Asia,  has  never  been  surpassed,  as  to 
the  qualities  of  uiy  Brother,  but  also  as  affording,  in  luty  of 
compositif>n  aud  honesty  of  statement,  a  model  for  t\uj>v  who 
are  abr»\  e  jiftty  jealousies  aud  envious  rivalship,  and  as  dis- 
playing throughout  the  features  of  a  just,  a  noble,  and  a  manly 
mind. 

''Kingston  House,  June  28,  1839. 

My  dear  Lord — In  your  Lordship's  letter,  dated  the  20th 
of  June,  you  are  pleased  to  express  a  wish  to  receiTe  from  me 
a  statement  of  any  oireumstanees  which  have  ooeurred  in  the 
courBe  of  my  public  service,  tending  to  ooxroborate  those  senti- 
ments and  opinions  respecting  the  character  of  your  late  la* 
mented  Brother  so  truly  and  so  cordially  declared  by  me  to 
your  Lordship  in  my  letter  from  Ireland  in  the  year  1828. 
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"Tlie  whole  cours«'  of  my  public  service,  as  far  as  it  was 
connected  with  the  public  acts  of  that  most  excellent  and  able 
personage,  affords  one  connected  serieB  of  prooft  of  his  eminent 
ability,  spotless  integrity,  high  senBe  of  honour,  oomprehensive 
and  cnlar^ved  views,  sound  practical  knowledge,  ready  despatch 
of  business,  and  perfect  discretion  and  temper  in  the  eondnct 
of  the  most  ardaotis  public  afiairs. 

He  came  to  the  chief  conduct  of  the  afiiun  of  India  at  a 
most  critical  period,  when  the  British  government  was  engaged 
in  tiiat  contest  with  the  Mahmttah  chiefs,  which,  under  the 
hu])py  auspices  of  Lord  Lake  and  General  Wellesley,  termi- 
nated so  gloriously,  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
French  power  in  the  East.  Although  he  differed  with  me  in 
some  points  connected  with  the  origin  of  the  war,  he  most 
£ealonsly  and  honourably  assisted  me  in  the  conduct  of  it,  and 
gave  me  his  powerful  support  in  Parlianicut  against  all  the 
assaults  (jt  iHv  tuumies.  He  at  once  saw  the  great  objects  of 
policy  which  I  contemplated,  and  which  have  since  been  so 
happily  acconipliiihed ;  and,  with  a  generosity  and  v^j^our  of 
mind  not  often  equalled,  he  iiavo  me  every  aid  in  the  |nirsuit 
of  a  phm  not  liie  own,  an*l  atterwardd  every  just  degree  of 
honour  and  praise  in  its  ultimate  success. 

In  my  published  despatches,  your  Lordsliip  will  find 
abundant  proofs  of  your  Brother^s  merits  of  every  description ; 
especially  in  the  transactions  in  the  Camatic,  in  Oude,  and 
other  complicated  afi'airs,  and  in  his  liberal  support  of  the 
College  of  Fort  William.  But  I  must  add  one  circumstance, 
which  does  not  appear  in  those  despatches.  During  the  whole 
of  my  administration,  he  never  interfered  in  the  slightest 
degree  in  the  vast  patronage  of  our  Indian  empire,  and  he 
took  especial  care  to  signify  this  determination  to  the  expec* 
tants  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  and  to  me.  In  his  pub- 
lished despatches,  many  examples  occur  of  great  abilities  and 
statesmanlike  views ;  and  they  are  all  written  in  a  style  much 
more  worthy  of  imitation  than  of  censure. 

"  Having  had  no  public  intercourse  with  your  Brother  from 
the  time  of  my  return  from  India  in  1806  until  my  resignation 

a  m 
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of  the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Office  in  1812,  I  do  not  dweU  on 
the  oiicnmstaDcos  of  that  period  of  time.  But  I  eaiiDot  omit 
a  timnBaction  which  occuired  immediately  at  the  moment  of 
my  resignation.  I  had  always  entertained  strong  hopes  of  the 
ultimate  destmction  of  the  power  of  Baonaparte ;  whose  means, 
however  vast,  appeared  to  me  to  be  inadequate  to  the  magni- 
tude of  his  designs,  and  whose  designs  appeared  to  me  to  be 
always  liable  to  counteraction  from  his  unoontrbllable  temper 
and  boundless  indiscretion.  With  these  sentiments,  in  which 
I  was  cordially  supported  by  the  Prince  Regent,  I  had  formed 
a  plan  for  the  rcTival  of  our  alliances  with  Bussia,  Prussia^ 
and  Sweden ;  and,  understanding  that  Bemadotte  (then  Crown 
Prince  of  Sweden,  under  the  influence  of  Buonaparte,)  was 
disposed  to  consult  the  interests  and  independence  of  Sweden, 
and  his  own,  and  to  embrace  our  alliance,  I  had  sent  Mr. 
Thornton,  under  the  appearance  of  a  commercial  mission,  to 
open  negociations  with  Bemadotte. 

**At  the  same  time,  I  proposed  to  send  M.  Pozso  di 
Boiyi;o  (who  had  arrived  from  Vienna)  with  a  letter  from  the 
Prince  Regent  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  of  Russia,  for  a 
similar  puqwse.  The  letter  to  the  Emperor  was  drawn  by 
me,  and  iipproved  by  the  Prince;  when  circunistancos  com- 
pelled me  to  resign  the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Department,  to 
which  your  Brother  was  appointed.  On  his  appointment,  the 
Prince  directed  me  to  wait  on  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  to  com- 
nmnicate  freely  all  my  plans  an<l  views.  Your  Brother  re- 
ceived me  with  the  utmost  cordialit>%  and  entered  with  sin- 
cere  zeal  into  my  suggestions.  Ho  instantly  despatched  M. 
Pozzo  di  Borgo  to  Russia.  Jiotli  missions  (to  Sweden  and 
Russia)  succeeded  ;  and  thns  was  laid  the  foundation  of  th;vt 
system  by  which  Europe  was  ultimately  saved,  and  the  power 
of  Buonaparte  destroyed. 

I  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  this  statement,  in  order 
to  prove  the  vigour,  rearliness,  and  comprehension  of  your 
Brother''8  mind ;  which,  in  opposition  to  prevalent  prejudices, 
(perhaps  even  to  his  own,)  could  at  once  embrace,  and  could 
pursue  with  ardour,  and  ultimately  with  sncecfifl,  a  plan  founded 
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on  such  preoarioufl  material,  but  leading  to  such  importani 

results. 

From  the  year  1812,  I  had  no  iutercouiM  with  your  Bn> 
ther  until  the  close  of  the  year  1821,  when  I  wa?  (nllt  d  to 
undertake  the  arduous  cbai^  of  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
On  that  occasion,  I  had  repeftted  {iriTate  interricwd  with  your 
Brother,  whose  senttments  on  the  subject  of  Ireland  were  of 
the  most  Uhend  deseription,  most  &Yotirable  to  all  the  just 
Tiewa  and  interests  of  our  Boman  Cathohe  fellow-subjects,  and 
most  piactically  beneficial  to  the  geneml  welfeie^  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  Irehmd.  He  was  thoroughly  oonyemnt  with 
every  eiieumstanoe  relating  to  Irish  affiurs,  and  he  was  most 
stnoerely  and  feithfully  attached  to  the  cause  of  Ireland.  Here 
I  must  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  letter  of  1823,  which  was 
dictated  by  m  y  conscience  and  by  my  heart. 

Mnch  public  gratitude  is  due  from  me  to  the  memoiy  of 
this  great  character ;  a  higher  tribute  is  due  to  inith  and  joe- 
tice.  In  obedi<mce  to  both  duties,  I  most  solemnly  declare 
that  the  British  empire  has  seldom  sustained  a  greater  iujury 
than  in  the  lo.ss  of  the  late  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

**  Believe  nie  to  be  always,  my  dt  ar  Lord,  with  sincere  regaiti. 
Your  Lordship's  £kithful  and  obliged  servant, 

**  Wellesley.'' 

**  The  Marquess  of  Londonderry,  U.O.B.  kc^* 

1  have  moreover  in  my  possession  many  other  letters  from 
most  eminent  cliaracters  of  the  dav,  alike  honourable  to  mv 
Brother,  and  aflbrdinjf  the  proudest  testimonials  of  lii,^  public 
services.  The  following  letter  is  in  answer  to  one  wliicli  I 
requested  my  friend,  the  late  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  to  write  to 
Sir  \\\ilter  Scott,  to  learn  if  he  would  undertake  the  biogit^ 
phy  of  Lord  Castlereagh : — 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  the  Ret.  S.  M.  J  urner. 

''Abbotaford,  October  27,  1827. 
*'  Dear  Sir — I  am  favoured  with  your  letter,  and  feel  it  a 
particuhur  honour  that  I  should  be  thought  capable  of  under- 
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taJdng  a  work  of  so  mnch  oonseqiience  as  a  memoir  of  the  life 
of  the  late  Lord  Londonderry.  No  man  wishee  more  to  see, 
or  would  delight  more  to  contrihate  to  any  work  which  should 

contribute  to  place  that  most  upright  and  excellent  statesman'*s 
iiR'inory  in  tlio  rank  wliidi  it  ought  to  liold  with  his  country- 
men. I  am  conscious  that,  by  dint  of  repeating  a  set  of  cant 
phrases,  which,  wlieu  examined,  have  neither  sense  nor  trutli, 
a  grand  effort  has  been  made  to  blind  the  Britisli  public  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  important  services  which  lie  rendered  to  his 
country,  and  that  the  truth  of  history  has  in  no  case  been  so 
much  encroached  upon  to  senre  the  purposes  of  party.  I  have 
oilen  looked  for  some  occurrence  to  speak  a  little  plain  sense  on 
this  subject,  and  I  hope  I  shall  find  one. 

But,  notwithstanding,  I  feel  myself  in  some  most  import- 
ant particulars  totally  incapable  of  doing  justice  to  the  task 
which  your  good  opinion  and  that  of  Lord  Londondeny  would 
impose  on  me,  I  have  during  the  course  of  my  life  been  always 
too  much  amused  with  my  own  pursuits  to  attend  to  Parlia- 
mentary debates  and  party  polities.  The  general  &ets  of 
publie  history  I  may  know  something  o^  but  they  would  help 
me  little  where  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  proceed* 
ings  in  the  House  of  Commons  would  be  expected  an 
author  who  should  [)resume  to  be  Lord  CaMtlereagh'*s  biographer. 
Besides,  I  din  particularly  unacquainted  with  the  intricate  uud 
difficult  questions  arising  out  of  tlio  politics  of  Ireland ;  and, 
never  having  been  called  upon,  by  any  duty  of  my  own.  to  con- 
sider or  indeed  atteu  l  t  >  tliein,  I  could  not  ilatter  myself 
with  the  hopes  of  beiui^  able  to  treat  that  most  important 
matter  iii  the  manner  which  it  deserves.  What  I  saw  and 
heard,  in  a  visit  of  a  few  weeks  to  that  country,  rather  con- 
founded any  ideas  which  I  had  previously  entertained  on  that 
subject ;  and,  however  little  the  opinion  of  an  author  may  be 
worth,  I  feel  1  should  do  a  wrong  thing,  were  I  to  express  any 
at  all  upon  a  subject  so  difficult  to  comprehend.  I  frankly  own, 
as  things  stand,  I  would  be  disposed  to  a  liberal  aooommoda- 
tion  wt^  the  Roman  Catholics,  provided  they  could  offiar  any 
security  for  the  national  church.   I  had  a  strong  belief  in  the 
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progr^sivo  inflnenoe  of  commoD  sense,  when  it  gets  permission 
to  act,  in  sileneing  pwij  spirit,  eyen  at  the  expenae  of  conces- 
sions. At  the  same  time,  this  ia  only  a  general  opinion,  hastily 
formed  by  a  stranger,  much  unacquainted  with  the  pecaUur 
circamstaaceB  of  a  count  rv  which  must  be  in  one  sense  termed 
▼eiy  unfortunate,  though  so  iine  a  land  in  itself,  and  contain- 
ing 80  noble  a  population  as  the  Irish  ondonhtedly  are. 

Another  objeetion,  more  personal  to  myself,  is,  that  I  en- 
joyed for  *  long  time  a  considerable  degree  of  Canning^s  friend- 
ship; and  though  at  the  period  of  1809  I  disapproyed  of  his 
oonduet  towards  Lord  Oastlereagh,  and  even  took  the  liberty 
to  point  ont  to  himself  something  whieh  I  thought  not  right 
or  direct  in  his  conduct,  through  the  medium  of  our  mutual 
friend  Qeorge  Ellis,  yet  I  retain  too  lively  a  reeoUeetion  of 
his  talents,  his  constant  kindness  to  myself,  and  his  amiable 
habits  in  society  where  I  then  frequently  met  him,  to  make 
myself  the  individual  who  ought  either  to  judge  or  to  censure 
him.  Then  I  certainly  wished  him  to  have  the  highest  place 
in  the  Government ;  and  it  was  only  subsequent  events  which 
couviuced  me  that  the  power  of  Britain,  at  the  most  iuiport- 
ant  crisis  of  her  fate,  was  most  happily  and  triumpliantly  con- 
signed to  Lord  Oastlereagh.  Still  I  feel  it  is  not  for  me  to 
enter  upon  the  discussions  which  must  and  ouglit  to  be  mi- 
uutely  examined  by  the  author  of  Lord  Castlercar!;h''8  memoirs. 

"  I  have,  however,  the  deepest  and  m<\st  auxiout^  interest  iu 
Ills  fame  ;  I  owed  him  personally  much  kindncs.s  for  the  civility 
li<'  iniifnrnily  ^iiuwed  nir  ;ittt  r  our  first  acquaintance  in  1815. 
But  this  is  little  compared  to  tlie  honour  of  becoming  united 
with  that  of  Lord  Oastlereagh,  (I  use  the  name  by  which  he 
will  1on<x  be  remembered  in  history,)  in  a  manner  which  can 
never  be  separated.  The  publication  of  such  official  documents 
as  can  be  made  public,  with  a  plain  and  fair  statement  of  the 
facts  which  support  them,  is  a  task  which  any  honest  and  manly 
biographer  can  <  nsi^y  perform.  It  is  therefore  with  less  pain 
that  I  relinquish  the  honourable  undertaking  which  has  been 
presented  to  me,  that  I  am  convinced  you  will  yourself  do  it 
full  justice.   The  time  is  very  &vourable;  for  the  world  has 
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beeu  80  long  glutted  with  noDMDse  and. falsehood,  that  truth 
will  have  the  merit  of  noYoltj,  aod  should  be  stated  rather  with 
logieal  precision  and  force  than  with  much  rhetorie.  If  any- 
thing should  occur  in  which  the  experience  of  an  old  hack  /Itt^ 
rarfMT  like  mys^  can  be  the  least  auziliaiy,  oommand  my 
serricee,  for  my  heart  is  in  the  cause.  Pray  express  to  the 
Marquess  of  Londonderry  that  I  think  myself  highly  honoured 
by  his  good  opinion,  and  beJie^e  me, 

"  Dear  Sir, 
**•  Your  obliged  humble  servant^ 

*»  Walter  Scott." 

To  the  Bev.  J.  M.  Tomer."* 

Having  thus  quoted,  for  your  Lordsliip's  instruction,  the 
statesman  and  the  pott,  I  now  refer  you  to  the  historian.  It 
is  most  .singular,  and  must  surprise  even  your  Lordsliip,  how 
closely  thia  unprejudiced  and  justly  celebrated  writer  loUows 
your  premises,  and  yet  how  totally  differrnt  are  his  deductions. 

**  In  almost  every  feature  of  his  chiu  .u  ier  and  caroor,  Lord 
Oastlereagh  was  the  reverse  of  Inn  accomplished  rival,  Mr. 
Canning ;  and  the  mortal  liostility  which,  for  a  time,  prevailed 
between  them,  was  typical  of  the  stnii;gle  between  those  anta- 
gonist principles  in  the  Britisli  Constitution,  so  soon  destined 
to  eome  into  collision,  and  whose  conflict,  ere  long,  shook  the 
empire  to  its  foundation.  Born  of  a  noble  and  powerful  family, 
he  did  not,  like  his  brilliant  rival,  owe  his  elevation  to  his  own 
unaided  exertions,  but  was  wafted  into  office  and  public  lifi» 
with  all  the  advantaores  of  birth  and  connexions*  He  was  early 
entrusted  with  high  situations  in  the  Irish  Government ;  and, 
in  the  important  and  arduous  matter  of  the  Union  with  Eng- 
land, gave  immediate  proof  of  that  prompt  determination  and 
undaunted  courage,  which  ultimately  shone  forth  with  such 
lustre  on  the  great  theatre  of  Europe.  An  indefatigable  man 
of  business,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  office 
in  the  situations  which  he  successively  held,  he  was  gifted  with 
none  of  the  qualities  which  are  calculated  to  win  the  favour  of 
a  popular  assembly,  or  captivate  the  imagination  of  the  great 
body  of  mankind.    His  speeches,  always  distinguished  by 
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strong  flense,  unflmehing  eneij^,  and  lofty  feeling,  were  gene- 
rally fall  of  matter,  and  often  abounded  with  vigovone  and  eon- 
eluBtve  aignmentfl ;  bnt  they  wanted  the  charm  of  a  poetie 
fimcy,  they  were  destitnte  of  the  force  of  condensed  expression, 
and  seldom  rose  to  the  height  of  impaasioned  oratoiy.  Hence 
his  influence  in  the  House  as  a  debater  was  inconsiderable  | 
and,  though  he  long  hM  important  situations,  and  commanded, 
from  his  qualities  as  a  statesman,  the  respect  even  of  his 
enemies,  he  owed  less  than  any  minister  of  the  day  to  the  power 
of  eloquence. 

But,  if  the  great  and  ennobling  characteristics  of  a  states- 
man are  consideredf  none  in  English  history  will  occupy  a 
loftier  podcstal,  or  be  deemed  woinliy  of  more  un(]ualitiod  admi- 
ratiuu.  Fixed  in  his  priuciples,  disintei\*.sted  in  bis  patriotism, 
unbending  in  his  resolutions,  he  piv&icsded,  in  the  highest  degree, 
that  great  quality,  without  which,  in  the  hour  ot"  trial,  all  others 
are  but  as  tinkling  bra,'*?> — moral  eourasre  and  unflinching  de- 
termination ;  and  they  know  little  ol  iiuman  affairs  who  are 
not  aware  that  tliid  is  at  once  the  rarf"^t,  tlie  most  valuable, 
and  the  iin)st  commandinir  iritl  of  TSature.  Ilia  eouraire  was 
not  simply  that  of  a  soldier  who  mounts  the  breach,  though 
none  possessed  personal  bravery  in  a  higher  degree ;  it  was 
that  of  the  general  who  greatly  dares,  of  the  statesman  wliu 
nobly  endures ;  and  this  invaluable  quality  seemed  to  rise  with 
the  circumstances  which  called  for  its  exertion.  Conspicuous 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Government  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  it  was  doubly  so  during  the  perils  and  anxieties  of  the 
PeniuBular  campaigns,  and  shone  forth  with  the  brightest 
lustre  in  the  crisis  of  Europe  during  the  invasion  of  Fiance. 
By  his  firmness  of  character  and  yet  suavity  of  manner,  he 
mainly  contributed  to  hold  together  the  sometimes  discordant 
elements  ci  the  grand  alliance ;  by  his  energy  he  brought  forth 
the  mighty  resources  of  England,  at  the  decisive  moment,  with 
irresistible  force;  and,  when  the  resolution  of  the  bravest 
hearts  in  Europe  was  fiuling  under  the  responsibility  of  the 
last  titrow  of  the  conflict,  he  nobly  stood  forth,  and  by  his  single 
efforts  mainly  brought  aboat  the  bold  determination  which 
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httried  Niqpoleon  from  his  thione.  The  gupporier  of  ifttiomil 
freedom,  he  was  the  reeolnte  opponent  of  nnbridled  demociiey ; 
the  real  friend  of  the  people,  he  wae  the  nnceasing  enemy  of 

their  excesses ;  and,  while  he  dieduned  to  pnrohase  popularity 
by  flattennj^  their  passions,  he  risked  in  their  cause  the  objecte 
to  which  his  life  l!;id  been  devoted,  and  alone  ol  all  the  states- 
men of  Europe  procured  for  Poland,  amidst  the  maledictions  of 
the  liberal  and  the  delirium  of  Alexander\s  victories,  a  national 
existence,  institutions,  and  laws;  bk.-^iuLS,  too  soon,  alas! 
torn  from  them  amidst  the  democratic  transports  and  selfish 
ambition  of  later  times/' 

I  will  now  approach  the  last  head  of  your  Lordship''s  re- 
corded opinions,  which  are  not  lees  at  yariance  with  the  solemn 
and  express  approbation  of  Parliament,  than  with  the  universal 
testimony  of  £arope.  I  should  be  unjust  also  to  the  people 
of  England,  did  I  not  believe  that  there  are  still  among  them 
those  who  retain  a  grateful  reoolleetion  of  that  inde&tigable 
seal  and  rare  capacity,  which  mainly  contributed  to  secure  to 
them  the  glorious  peace  they  haye  now  so  long  and  so  happily 
enjoyed. 

Your  Lordship  must  fbfgive  me  if,  with  this  conviction,  I 
venture  to  dissent  from  the  judgment  which  declares  "  Lord 

Castlereaglfs  forei^ai  aduiiniatraLiuu  to  have  been  aa  destitute 
of  all  merit  as  possible." 

T  must  likewise  be  permitted  to  express  sujprise  that  your 
Lordship  should  have  paissed  over  in  silence  the  few  but  im- 
portant subjects,  on  which  Lord  Castlereagirs  sentiments  may 
have  coincided  with  your  own.  I  might  perhaps  have  expected 
an  ally  to  appreciate  the  unswerving  consistency  of  his  conduct 
on  the  question  of  Roman  Cathohc  Emancipation,  and  the  un> 
wearied  energy  with  which  (like  your  Lordship)  he  contended 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  by  foreign  States,  though 
he  had  always  been  the  opponent  of  the  measure  itself,  until  it 
became  the  law  of  the  Umd.  These  might  well  have  deserved 
some  favourable  notice  from  your  Lordship's  pen.  It  may  not 
be  irrelevant  here  to  remark,  that  the  imperfrct  working  of  the 
principle  of  abolition,  which  was  formerly  predicted  by  Lord 
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Oastlereagh,  ia  now  universally  admitted  $  and  (what  is  well 
known  to  your  Lordship)  that  all  the  Governments  which  have 
held  offiee  atnce  1A15  have  thought  it  their  best  policy  to  en- 
deavour to  carry  out  those  measures  which  Lord  CSastlereagfa 
himself  then  deviaed  and  adopted  for  the  BujppreBmon  or  restiie- 
tion  of  that  disgraceful  traffic. 

Upon  thia  part  of  the  anbjeet  I  may  yentnre  to  appeal  to 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wtlbeiftice,  which  I  find  thns  recorded  in 
a  review  of  that  gentleman^a  life,  in  a  literaiy  publication  of 
groat  ability ;  and  I  quote  it  with  the  more  pleasnre,  because 
it  gi^ee»  incidentally,  a  diaraeter  of  my  Brother  the  mote  gra- 
tifying,  since  it  is  attributed  to  a  gentleman '  (a  friend,  I  believe, 
of  your  own),  who,  without  being  a  follower  of  his,  was  a  near 
observer  of  tlie  greater  portion  of  his  political  lifo:-^ 

^*  Of  Lord  Londonderry,  Mr.  Wilbeiforoe  seemed  at  first  to 
have  formed  a  very  bw,  and,  we  need  not  add,  very  erroneous 
opinion  ;  but,  when  his  Lordship^s  situation  became  more  pro- 
minent, and  his  charaeter  better  defined,  that  polished  bene- 
volence, that  high  and  calm  sense  of  honour,  that  consum- 
mate address,  that  invincible  firmness,  and  that  profound  yet 
unostentatious  sasracity,  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
Wilherforce,  as  tht  y  did  of  reluctant  senates  at  home,  and  of 
suspicious  cabinets  abroad/" —  Mr.  Croker,  in  the  Quarterly 
MemetCy  vol.  Ixii.,  p.  277. 

With  regard  to  that  foreign  policy  which  your  Lordship 
has  stigmatized  as  so  "  destitute  of  merit,"*  I  would  first  ask, 
What  minister  can  be  named  under  whose  government  the 
arms  of  Britain  ever  attained  so  high  a  pitch  of  renown  ? 
When  has  England,  before  or  since,  been  recognised  by  all 
Europe  as  the  saviour  of  her  liberties  and  the  arbitrcss  of  her 
destinies?  When  have  alliances  been  attended  with  such  un- 
varying success  I  Even  those  formed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Grenville  (1  will  venture  to  affirm)  were  as  ropes  of  sand  com- 
pared with  the  treaties  which  led  to  the  memorable  events  of 
1813-14-15. 

One  after  another,  all  the  powers  of  the  Continent,  whom 

'  Mr.  Croker* 
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Lord  Otatlereagh  found  in  arms  againat  us,  beeame,  at  hia 
invitation,  oar  allies  and  firienda ;  and  in  no  instance  did  they 
deeert  us  until  all  the  objects  of  the  allianees  had  been  ob- 
tained. Lord  Oastlereagh  found  Napoleon  the  maater  of 
Europe,  from  the  gates  of  Paris  to  tlie  banks  of  the  Niemen  : 
he  left  him  at  St.  Helena,  a  captive  and  an  exile  iu  the  midst 
of  tlie  Athiiitic.  Wliiil  period  can  be  mentioned  in  our  annals 
in  wliic'li  tlic  counsels  of  England  were  so  much  looked  up  to 
by  every  govt  rniiifnt  in  Europe  ?  Finally,  and  to  crown  all, 
that  peace,  concluded  by  the  constant  energies  of  his  mind 
and  the  sagacity  of  his  negotiations,  has  now  remained  unin- 
terrupted lor  twenty-five  years  ;  and  surely  this  fact,  of  itself, 
is  at  once  an  argument  and  a  proof  in  favour  of  an  administra- 
tion of  affairs  stated  to  be  "  destitute  of  all  merit.'"  I  then 
proudly  niaintaiii  that  the  combmati(  ri  ot  all  the  Coiitinental 
powers  iu  one  vast  and  generous  principle  of  action,  in  au 
abandonment  of  self-interest  for  the  common  cause,  in  an  un- 
limited confidence  in  the  T^ritish  cabinet,  and  deference  to  its 
recommendation  on  the  part  of  foreign  powers, — all  these  in- 
contestable  results  diatingoished  the  course  of  Lord  Caatle- 
reagh^s  diplomatic  career. 

I  had  belieyed  that  noJBngliahman  could  have  contemplated 
80  brilliant  a  pa.ssage  in  the  annals  of  his  country  without 
some  tribute  of  gratefol  acknowledgment  to  the  noble  and 
high-minded  Statesman  who  had  then  the  chief  direction  of 
her  foreign  afiSurs.  Year  Lordship^  howerer,  has  nndeceived 
me.  The  historian  who  passes  otot  snch  events,  without  at 
least  some  appearance  of  sympathy  and  satis&etion,  will  haidlj 
be  esteemed  a  patriot.  The  critic,  who  notices  them  only  to 
gather  from  them,  with  singular  ingenuity,  matter  for  cavil 
and  detraction,  will  scarcely  be  regarded  by  posterity  as  an 
nnimpeaohable  witness. 

Your  Lordship,  it  Is  true,  does  mention  the  Congress  of 
Vienna,  but  only  to  accuse  Lord  Oastlereagh  of  taking  a 
vulgar  pride  In  being  suffered  to  become  the  associate  of  the 
Sovereigns  ;  and  you  state  that  he  appeared  desirous,  with  the 
vanity  of  an  upstart,  elevated  unexpectedly  into  higher  circles, 
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flf  foigettiiig  what  ho  had  been,  snd  qualifyiiig  himself  for  the 
company  he  now  kept  b]r  assuming  their  habits.  Now,  al- 
though eBjoying,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  from  the  saarity 
and  amiability  of  his  penM>nal  deportment,  the  dosest  intimai^ 
with  those  illnstrions  penons,  I  assert,  without  fear  of  eontra- 
diction,  that  no  man — not  even  yonr  Lordship— was  ever 
less  dassled  by  his  connection  with  royalty ;  less  obnoxious  to 
the  imputation  of  Owning,  and  flattering,  andgbsing;  less 
disposed,  in  short,  to  make  his  habitual  and  neoessaiy  inter- 
course with  princes  the  subject  of  vain  and  flippant  boasting. 
Perhaps,  all  those  Englishmen  who  visited  Vienna  at  that 
period  will  remember  the  dignified  bearing  and  simplicity  of 
England'*8  plenipotentiary.  He  bore  his  honours  with  such 
becoming  and  proTerbial  humility,  that  I  can  only  attribute 
the  imputation  of  the  upstart  pride  and  vanity***  which  yon 
assert  to  have  flun<r  him  at  once  and  for  ever  into  the  arms 
of  the  Sovereijnis,''^  to  have  its  origin  in  your  Lordship'^s  own 
creative  iinii^i nation. 

With  regard  to  Poland,  those  ciniuciit  diplomatists  who 
were  present  at  the  Congress,  and  who  arc  wtill  alive,  know 
fbll  well  that  his  conduct  in  the  negotiations  \vith  the  Emperor 
Alexander  was  the  direct  reverse  of  what  your  Lordship  hm 
been  pleased  to  proclaim.  As  to  the  Foreij};!!  Potentates,  he 
never  lent  himself  to  more  than  the  proper  courtesy  due  to 
their  exalted  station  ;  and,  whilst  Lord  Cnstlereao^h  was  per- 
suaded that  lie  liad  at  heart  objects  only  to  be  ixained  by  pro- 
moting harmony  in  their  councils,  he  never  lost  sii^ht  of  the 
real  and  special  interests  of  his  own  country,  nor  of  what  was  due 
to  liimsclf  as  a  man,  a  statesman,  and  a  servant  of  the  Grown. 

Perhaps  a  reference  here  to  the  speech  of  a  generous  rival, 
as  contrasted  with  your  Lordship^s  phrase  of  destitute  of  all 
merit,''  may  not  be  amiss,  if  your  Lordship  be  still  open  to 
conviction. 

Mr.  Whitbread  says,  in  the  debate  on  the  address  on 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  June  29,  1814,  that, — 

He  had  originally  opposed  the  administration  of  the  noble 
Lord  [Oastlereagh]  also ;  but,  seemg  an  alteration  in  the  tone 
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of  that  noble  Lofd  horn  what  be  had  remarked  in  his  pre- 
deoeeBozs,  and  that^  too,  at  a  moment  when  more  tiian  ordl^uy 
saooesB  might  have  been  supposed  to  have  made  bim  lees 
moderate,  he  bad  reposed  oonfidenoe  in  the  moderation  of  that 
noble  Lord ;  telling  him  that  he  did  so,  and  that  the  time 
would  come  when  be  should  be  able  to  declare  whether  or  not 
that  confidence  bad  or  had  not  been  desenredly  reposed.  That 
time  had  now  arrived ;  and  be  could  tell  the  noble  Lord  ihat, 
in  every  respect,  except  that  artiele  in  the  treaty  which  re- 
garded the  Slave  Trade,  and  to  whiob  be  ought  never  to  have 
put  bis  name,  the  noble  Lord  had  fiilly  and  completely  de- 
served that  confidence  which  he  had  r^osed  in  bim.  He 
could  tell  the  noble  Lord  that  there  was  one  part  of  bis 
history  which,  in  bis  opinion,  redounded  more  to  his  honour 
than  all  the  rest  of  that  important  business,  which  (except  in 
the  article  ahtady  alluded  to)  he  had  brought  to  so  j^h^rioua 
au  i.syue, — and  tluit  was,  tliat,  when  he  wont  to  negotiate,  he 
lairly  tried  the  cxperiiiieut  of  doing  ho  with  the  then  ruler  of 
France ;  and,  thoujrh  the  papers  had  not  been  produced,  Mr. 
Whitbread  said  lie  was  tully  convinced  that  the  negotiation 
at  Chatillon  had  been  broken  oft'  only  in  consequence  of  the 
folly,  madness,  or  wliat  else,  of  Buonaparte  himself.  The  noble 
Lord'*s  fimiiiiv^-.  liowever,  waa  not  damped;  he  persevered  in 
his  undaunted  course ;  and,  by  his  firmness,  contrihuted  to 
keep  the  allied  powers  together  till  the  business  was  broni^ht 
to  a  conclusion.  Mr.  Whitbread  said  he  had  often  recnin- 
meuded  to  ministers  to  make  a  peace  with  the  ruler  of  France, 
if  that  could  be  done ;  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  such  a  measure  till  the  noble  Lord  had  tried  it : 
being  then  found  impracticable,  no  man  rejoiced  more  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  coupled,  as  it  was,  with  the  safety 
of  Paris  from  destruction,  than  he  did.  The  honourable 
member  then  paid  a  compliment  to  the  magnanimous  modera- 
tion of  the  Emperor  Alexander ;  for.  considering  the  destruc- 
tion of  Moscow,  and  the  lengthened  irritation  of  the  pursuit, 
be  could  hardly  have  believed  it  possible  that  Paris  would 
have  been  entered  by  the  Eussians,  and  not  destroyed.** 
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I  do  not  mflftD  to  allege  tliat  Mr.  Whitbretd  did  not,  in 
the  coarse  of  many  enbaeqiient  debfttes,  diaappioye  of  sonie  of 
the  details  of  Lord  Oastlenagh^a  arrangementa  at  the  CTongreee 
of  Vienna.  Neyertheleea,  he  had  the  magnanimitj  to  unite 
in  the  univenal  aodamation  of  applanae  that  mariEod  Lord 
Gastlereagh^fl  Tetnm  to  England.  He  nerer  permitted  himaelf 
to  assert  that  hla  forei^  administration  was  deetitute  of  all 
merit  ;^  and,  wlieu  he  assailed  it  in  details,  I  find  Lord 
Castlereagh  meetlTisr  him  with  the  followinir  speech,  April  10, 
18J5;  which  is  only  auothor  pioul  how  much  alive  Lord 
Ciustlereagh  alNva}'^  was  to  the  moral  infiiu'iicf  of  his  country 
abroad,  aiid    to  ^liould   be  the  true  coiiduet  of  the 

British  leader  of  the  Huiisp  of  ('amnions  at  home: — Lord 
Castlereagh  still  maintained  tiiat  no  public  trant^action  of 
an  important  nature  ought  to  be  partially  dij^cussed  on  im- 
perfect documents.  His  return  to  England  afforded  no  justifi- 
cation  wbatover  for  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  course  with 
respect  to  commnnications  on  public  affairs.  The  Congress 
which  he  had  recently  attended  was  not  the  first  that  had 
assembled  in  Europe.  It  had  happened,  in  former  meetings 
of  the  same  nature,  that  our  negotiator  had  frequently  been 
changed.  Under  such  cireumstanoes,  would  it  have  been 
tolert^  that  evety  Individual  negotiator  so  retummg  should 
be  compelled  to  state  to  Parliament  the  progress  of  transac- 
tions not  brought  to  a  closet  There  could  be  no  pretence  for 
such  a  thing.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  nothing  he  could 
say  would  have  any  efibet  on  the  honourable  gentlemen ;  but 
he  was  sure  the  House  of  Commons  would  feel  the  value 
of  these  observations.  To  the  honourable  gentlemen  it  was, 
no  doubt,  easier  to  calumniate  his  Majesty's  niiuijsters  and 
the  allies  of  the  country  on  imperfect  doeuments,  than  on  full 
mtormation ;  for  experience  had  shown  that,  when  lie  pro- 
ceeded on  the  latter,  no  one  had  been  less  tbrtunate  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  establishing  the  charges  whieli  he 
had  thought  proper  to  adduce  against  public  men.  He  was 
sure,  therefore,  that  he  should  make  no  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  honourable  gentlem^ ;  and  he  abandoned  the 
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hope  of  presenriiig  the  oonfidenee  which  it  wus  now  evident 
had  been  given  to  him  by  the  hononnble  gentleman  only 
beeanee  he  ibit  that,  at  the  moment  when  it  was  given,  he 
[Loid  C]  waa  nnaasailable.  Having  thus  given  hia  confi- 
denee>  the  honomable  gentleman  tnmed  itiund,  and  made  hia 
previona  eandonr  the  grotoid  fbr  a  more  vintlent  aesault. 
Without  meaning  any  personal  disrespect  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  or  anything  unparliamentary,  he  would  say  that, 
contemplating  tlie  mode  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  lately  thought  proper  to  attack  him  ami  the  other  mem- 
bers of  hia  Majesty's  government,  he  must  he  content  to 
sacrifice  the  confidence  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
reposed  in  him,  and  to  bo  guided  solely  ^>y  l  i^  sense  of  public 
duty.  He  was  perfectlv  prepared  to  drt,  nd  his  own  conduct 
imd  that  of  the  other  members  ot  thi  (  j  ul:  ]  *  s«  in  a  parliamen- 
tary and  legitimate  mannor;  but  not  by  deviating  into  that 
course  which  the  honourabl*'  ''nntleman.  with  a  duo  recard  to 
his  own  honour,  ought  to  quit,  and  not  to  continue  to  lower 
the  character  of  his  country  by  unfounded  and  dangerous 
representations,  which,  circulating  in  Europe,  were  most  pre- 
judicial to  that  moral  influence  in  which  the  power  of  Oieat 
Britain  on  the  Continent  so  essentially  reaided/^ 

On  Lord  Oastlereagh''s  conduct  and  proceedings  at  the  Con* 
graea  of  Chatillon  I  oould  maefa  enlarge ;  but  there  are  peers 
in  our  Senate,  as  well  as  many  living  statesmen,  who  were 
participators  in  the  scenes  of  that  period,  and  who  could  no 
donbt  affi>rd  your  Lordahip  fall  infonnaUon*  if  truth  be  yonr 
objeet ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  more  becoming  in  me  to  give 
your  Lordahip  referenee  to  othera,  than  to  preanme  upon  the 
confidential  and  pnblie  aitnation  in  whieh  I  waa  then  placed. 
Of  thia  fret  yonr  Lordship  may  be  aaanred,  that^  had  it  not 
been  fbr  Loid  OaatlereagVa  connsela,  and  his  firmneea  and 
deeiflion,  the  march  on  Paris  never  wonld  have  taken  plaoe, 
nor  wonld  the  great  eombination  of  the  Allied  Powers,  headed 
by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  have  been  carried  into  effi^et. 

I  come  now  to  another  part  of  Lord  Oaatlereagh^a  pnblie 
career,  on  which  your  Lordship  seems  to  have  been  studionaly 
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sileut;  I  mean  his  admintftration  of  Indian  aflfairB:  I  iniui, 
therefore,  in  common  joatiee,  advert  briefly  to  thin  subject. 

Lord  OaHtlereagh  was  appoiiited  Praudent  of  the  Boatd  of 
Control  in  Aagnst,  1802,  being  then  a  member  of  ParliamaDi 
for  the  County  of  Down,  He  came  into  offiee  aa  Indiaa 
minister,  at  a  moat  diffienlt  period,  and  when  aobjeeta  of  tha 
highest  importaoee  in  India  and  in  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
qnired  all  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Pittas  administration  for  their  ad- 
justment and  sattsfiustovy  settlement.  The  objects  whieh  fint 
engaged  his  attention  were  the  Oamatic,  the  A nj|;lo- Indian 
military  establishments,  and  the  reduction  of  the  Indian  debt. 
In  his  first  official  letter  to  the  Marquesas  Wolh'sley  (»ee  the 
W,  Dc'SpatclK'S,  vol.  iii.,  p.  ^i-),  dated  Duiieiia,  lOth  August, 
1802,  ho  expresses  his  detenniiiation  to  co-operate  cordially 
with  Lord  Wolleelev  in  the  ndministrafion  of  Indian  aftaiiM, 
and  urge.''  ln>  Lordship  s  r*  taining  the  iTovernor-Generalship, 
as  a  point  of  vital  consequence  to  the  Empirt^  at  large.  Those 
Bentimenta  are  ex|MPes8ed  in  the  following  language  (see  page 
32,  vol.  iii.) 

^  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  tranquil  day  I  have  had,  to  ad* 
dress  myself  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  express  the  very  par- 
tieular  siitisfaction  I  derive  from  feelin^^  niy>telf  placed  in  a 
situation  whieh  eonnects  me  in  dose  official  habits  with  yonr 
Lordship ;  from  which  I  promise  myself  not  lesa  advantage  in 
my  pabUc  eapaeity  than  gratification  to  my  individual  ibelinga 
from  former  intercontae,  from  common  eonneetions,  and  from 
the  seal  which  we  shall  both  feel  in  the  same  object*  I  venture 
to  flatter  myself  I  shall  have  the  good  fortune  to  possess,  as  I 
shall  endeavour  to  deserve,  your  unqualified  and  unreserved 
4$onfidence ;  and  I  trust  it  is  unnecessary  to  assure  you  that 
my  utmost  exertions  shall  be  employed  to  give  stabilitv  to 
your  administration,  and  to  co-operate  with  3  0U  in  the  cr>ntiuet 
of  Indian  afVairs  with  that  cordiality  which  can  alone  render 
our  united  exertions  .suceef?stul. 

**  AVhatevcr  cin-unistances  may  have  occurred  in  tiie  course 
of  vour  otlieial  intercourse  with  thi-^  cfunjfrv,  not  alto£rether 
satis&ctory,  and  however  your  Lordahip  may  fool  many  strong 
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motives  incliiUDg  yon  to  ntnin  to  Europe,  yet  I  am  led  to 
hope  ihat  nothing  wiU  indnce  jrou  to  deliver  up  the  govern- 
ment into  other  hands  tSXL  yon  have  fully  completed  all  those 
arrangements,  equally  oonneeted  with  the  meet  Important  and 
brilliuit  features  of  your  own  administration,  as  with  the  con- 
clusion which  has  been  put  to  the  late  war.  In  whatever 
degreo  the  pecuniary  affaira  of  the  Company  may  have  felt  the 
pressure  of  the  contest,  it  is  connected  with  your  Lordship's 
distingnislu'd  i  cputation^ — in  wliirli  every  friend  of  yours,  and 
of  the  country,  must  feel  a  der  j)  interest — that  t/ou  should  be 
the  individual  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  .system,  and  of 
those  measures,  which  are  in  peaco  to  accomplish  the  prosperity 
of  those  possessions  which  you  have  so  successfully  preserved 
and  improved  in  war ;  and  1  feel  the  strongest  persuasion  that 
the  same  energy  of  mind  which  led  yon  so  happily  to  eonoeive^ 
and  so  effectually  to  ezeeuto,  the  many  arduous  measures 
connected  with  the  lato  contest,  will,  when  applied  to  another 
stato  of  things,  be  as  fruitful  in  drawing  firom  peace  the  re- 
souroes  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  as  you  have  proved  yourself 
in  war  competent  to  direct  those  resourees  to  their  true  and 
legitimato  purpose.  Your  Lordship^s  reputation  as  a  statesman 
during  a  period  of  war  has  been  estoblished  on  the  most  solid 
foundation :  it  only  remains  to  exhibit  the  qualifications  which 
belong  to  less  arduous  times,  to  perfect  iu  result,  aa  well  us  in 
the  estimation  of  those  who  are  inclined  to  watch  your  pro- 
gress with  a  critical  eye,  the  character  of  your  administration."" 
The  Court  of  Dii  fctors  of  tlie  East  India  Company  of  that 
day  were,  for  several  reasons,  (such  as  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  Governor-General  t-o  the  private  trade,  the  foundation 
of  a  College  at  Calcutta,  and  the  appointment  to  office  in  India 
of  able  and  meritorious  servants,  without  reference  to  England,) 
as  Lord  Oastlereagh  remarks,  (Despatch,  25th  August,  1803,) 
using  a  vexatious  resistance  to  the  Board  of  Control,  as  well 
on  the  point  of  authority  as  on  that  of  business  and  acting  **in 
a  manner  repugnant  to  the  understanding  and  feelings  of  the 
superintending  authorities  at  home;^ — ^in  fitoi,  rendering  it  a 
**  diffienlt  and  delicato  task  to  manage  such  a  body  as  the  Court 

I  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


116  MEMOIRS  AMD  CORBXSFOMDEVCB  OF 


of  Directom/^  (  Lord  Caatlereagh*8  Despatch,  1 5Ui  NoTember, 
1802.)  NoverthelMB,  tli6  Praddent  of  the  Boud  of  (kataol^ 
"  notwithstanduig  a  strong  opposition,""  piocored  the  oiBeial 
sanetion  of  GoTorament  to  Lord  Wellesley^s  settlements  of 
the  Oaniatie  and  of  the  Onde  question,  and  to  the  other  priiH 
dpal  featnres  of  the  6oTemor-6eneral''8  administiatton.  If  we 
eonsider  the  state  of  India  in  the  jears  1802-8  and  4— and 
the  sitnatian  of  England,  with  so  large  a  part  of  Europe  in 
anns  against  her,  and  an  army  of  200,000  men  ready  to  invade 
the  «oasts  of  the  CSuumel — ^it  was  of  panunount  innportance 
Ahat  Lord  CSastlereagh  should  hare  gi^en  every  possible  aid  to 
support  the  Goveroor- General  against  the  raah  and  nnwise 
measures  which  the  Court  of  Directors  of  that  dav  desired  to 
adopt  iii  tlio  Kast.  The  feelings  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  CoDtrol,  at  this  momentous  crisis,  are  best  shown  by  the 
closing  extraot  of  a  despatch,  dated  East  Sheen,  27th  Sep- 
tember, 1802  (vol.  iii.,  page  41). 

"  I  can  truly  assure  your  Lordship,  I  look  with  ronfidence  to 
the  winding-up  of  your  government  being  marked  w  ith  as  much 
solidity  a^^  its  progress  lias  been  brilliant  and  commanding ;  and 
in  the  two  great  features  of  retrenchment  of  expense,  and  con- 
duct towards  the  native  powers,  1  am  satisfied,  when  tlie 
government  passes  from  your  Lordship''s  hands,  that  we  shall 
have  as  little  to  desire  as  to  mi^t ;  for,  however  earnest  jour 
Lordship  may  feel  to  plaoe  our  interests  and  authority  in  thai 
quarter,  before  yon  leare  India,  upon  the  sorest  and  most 
lasting  foundation,  your  mind  is  too  raooh  alive  to  the  trae 
prineipies  of  British  policy,  to  purchase  any  advantage  at  too 
high  a  priee.** 

Among  the  measures  of  liOid  CSastlereagh^s  administration, 
there  were  three  in  partaonhur,  to  whieh  his  eneigies  were  suo- 
cessfully  directed: — ^Ist,  The  augmentation  of  the  King^s  troops 
in  India  to  seventeen  or  twenty  thousand  men,  while  die  Court 
of  Directors  wished  a  reduction  to  10,000  men.  Owing  to  the 
immense  armaments  which  England,  Ireland,  and  the  Colonies 
•then  required,  great  difficulty  was  found  in  keeping  up  a  strong 
fhroe  of  Europeans  in  India,  and  this  difficulty  matetially  in- 
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flaeooed  the  opinions  of  his  Majesty^s  ministers  on  the  expo* 
dieney  of  extending  our  Indian  territories ;  2nd,  The  obtaining 
of  huge  and  constant  supplies  of  silver  in  Europe  to  provide 
for  the  oommevcial  inTestments  in  India;  and  thna  to  aeeom- 
pUah  the  8rd  point,  tis.  A  xednction  ef  the  Indian  debt,  re- 
specting the  increase  of  which  great  alarm  then  existed  at 
home.  It  18  impossible,  I  contend,  to  examine  the  despatcfaea 
or  private  letters  of  Tiord  Castlereagh,  while  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  withmit  beinfj  convinced  of  his  abilities  a**  a 
great  statesman  and  liiiaiieicr,  a^  aUv  vi'  the  high  rectitude  and 
generous  priucipleis  that  influenced  his  coii  luct  in  every  tran^i- 
action.  In  a  letter  to  the  (rovenior-General,  he  statea,  that  it 
is  imposfeililr  to  avoid  being  compelled  to  give  Icttt  of  intro- 
duction and  rcpoTumendation  to  the  Government  ot  India;  but 
he  requ^ts  that  attentioii  may  otdy  be  paid  to  the  vi&rits  and 
qualifieatum  for  ojfice^  of  the  penona  iiUroduced.  Nowhere,  in 
the  voluminous  mass  of  private  papers  relating  to  this  eventinl 
period,  is  there  a  trace  of  selfish  feeling,  of  petty  jealousy,  ef 
political  intrigues,  or  of  those  personal  motives  which  too  often 
sway  the  conduct  of  public  fiinetienaries.  Throughout  all  my 
Brother's  correspondence,  there  is  one  sustained  and  nnifbrm 
tone— that  ef  devotien  to  the  great  and  all-absorbing  interests 
of  his  coantiy,  and  of  an  earnest  desire  to  secnre  the  liberties 
ef  England,  and  of  all  the  countries  then  under  the  tyrannous 
sway  of  Napoleon.  The  rule  by  whicbhe  invariably  exercised 
the  patronage  of  his  office  was  that  which  influenced  him  on 
appointing  Lord  William  Bentinek  Governor  of  Madras; 
namely,  a  conviction  that  the  King'*8  service  would  be  best 
promoted  by  the  appointment. 

I  will  now  advert  to  a  circumstance  which,  in  my  opiiaou, 
speaks  volumes  j  I  mean,  the  entire  and  uninterrupted  confi- 
dence which  existed  throughout  the  wiiole  of  this  evrntful 
period,  and,  till  the  last  hour  of  my  Jh'other's  life,  lietween 
him,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  The 
latter  has  been  designated  by  no  mean  authority  as  one  of 
the  most  constitutional  ministers  England  ever  possessed. 
The  former  is  acknowledged  by  the  entire  world,  not  only  as 


Digitized  by  Google 


118  MEMOIRS  ASD  COBBBSFOKDBHCE  OF 


the  first  commander  of  the  age,  but  also  as  one  of  the  first 
statenneo.  And  il  is  possible  thaA  Lord  Castlereagh  should 
have  enjoyed  the  support  and  approval  of  such  men,  if  his 
foreign  adininistntion  was  as  destitute  of  all  merit  as  possible.*" 
I  believe  I  can  now  with  confidence  aaeeri,  while  he — the  pride 
ef  fingbnd— f<tin  wields  the  truncheon  won  by  his  high  ex- 
ploits, and  still  lives  surrounded  by  the  splendour  of  his  inn 
mortal  fame,  that  this  illnetrioiis  man  will  declare  thai,  on  all 
great  qneatione  of  Earopean  poIitie8»  and  in  all  details  eoi»- 
neoted  with  the  management  ^  the  war  ainoe  181 1, — ^in  all  the 
stipulations  of  onr  treaties  with  foveign  Powers,—- in  all  the 
intricate  roases  of  political  eomhination,*— the  three  great 
statesmen  1  have  alloded  to  neter  disagreed  in  principle  or  in 
practice :  they  worked  together  as  mintsters,  like  tme  patriota 
and  loyal  sabjects ;  as  lovers  of  order  and  good  goTerament, 
as  fiiends  to  liberty,  hnt  enemies  to  lieenttonsness.  And  yet 
your  Lordship  asserts  that  Lord  Oaetleiesgh^s  administration 
is  as  '^destitttte  of  all  merit  as  possible.'"  Let  fiitare  history 
decide  this  point ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  let  not  the  present 
generation  be  led  astray  by  yonr  Lordship^s  unsupported 
assertions. 

Oiic  public  act  of  Lord  C:v*tlorc:^iriS,  wliich  1  believe  is  but 
little  known,  but  which  only  re«juires  to  be  mentioned  to  be 
duly  aj>preciated,  I  cannot  pass  over, — I  mean  the  selection  (»f 
8ir  Arthur  Wellrslry  to  coniinaud  the  British  arinv  sent  to 
the  Peninsula  in  liS(M).  This  was  ©xclnsivply  Lord  Castle- 
rpnuir«  own  act,  and  it  was  (lie  more  generous  (to  say  nothing 
of  the  liuesigiit  and  wisdom  wliicii  it  inauitested),  because  at 
the  moment  it  produced  a  r(>rtain  degree  of  unpopularity  in 
the  military  profession.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  it  must  also 
be  remembered,  was  removed  from  the  high  office  he  was  then 
holding  in  Ireland ;  while  Lord  Oastlercagirs  nataral  feelings 
must,  of  course,  have  rendered  him  peculiarly  anxious  to  retain 
'  him  there,  that  his  native  countni)^  nn'gld  enjoy  the  bestadmi> 
nistration  of  her  interests  which  the  Sovereign  ooold  command. 
The  difficulties  which  Lord  Castlereagh  experienced  in  carry- 
ing  on  his  great  part  in  the  King^s  government  at  that  period 
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must  be  m  wdl  lemembered  hj  many  who  are  now  livings  that 
it  would  be  indeeoroiiii  in  me,  and  an  imitation  of  the  example 
which  I  oondemn,  were  I  to  expreee  opinione  on  the  condnct  of 
the  members  of  the  cabinet  of  that  daj,  and  the  consequencee 
to  which  it  led. 

The  two  great  political  antagoniete  of  Lord  Caitlereagb  were 
the  late  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Brougham.  He  lived  to  see 
the  former  of  theso  8tatesmen  serving  their  cominoii  Sovereign, 
under  his  ininiediate  authority  and  instructions,  as  atnbiiasador 
at  the  court  of  Lisbon  ;  and  the  latter,  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  at  the  ovontfiil  crisis  wliirh  immediately  preceded  tlie 
rupture  with  America  in  l^il2,  o tiered  to  .-i  r\ e  under  his  mders 
as  his  Majesty's  Minister  to  the  ITnited  Statccj  of  America, 
This  proposal  was  conveyed  to  my  iirother  by  Mr.  Brougliam^ 
in  the  following  terms : — 

"  Durham,  August  1,  1813. 
"  My  Lord — I  am  confident  that  the  step  which  I  am  now 
taking  cannot  be  mieconatrued  by  ypnr  Lordship.  Under  the 
present  circumstanoee^  I  beg  to  make  a  tender  of  my  aervlces 
to  his  Majeety^e  goTemment  in  the  conduct  of  the  negotiation 
with  the  United  States,  wheresoeTer  the  same  may  be  carried 
on*  I  am  indneed  to  think  that  I  might  be  of  use  as  a  nego- 
tiator in  this  aSair,  not  merely  from  having  had  the  honour  of 
being  employed  diplomatically  by  the  late  Mr«  Secretary  Fox, 
but  diiefly  beeaose,  from  the  share  which  I  have  accidentally 
had  in  the  American  question,  there  seems  a  probability  of 
such  an  arrangement  either  fhcflitating  an  adjustment  in  Ame- 
rica, or,  should  tliis  unhappily  fail,  of  renderin^r  tliat  failure 
less  unsatisfactory  to  this  country.  1  tru-l  it  is  unnecessary 
to  add  tliat  I  can  liave  no  motives  ol  a  private  or  personal 
nature  in  making  this  ofler.  Should  it  be  accepted.  I  must 
necessarily  sustain  a  coTi?jiderable  injury  in  my  professional 
pursuits  ;  and,  as  a  pnrty  man,  I  should  expose  myself  to  a  full 
share  of  any  blame  atUiching  to  the  conduct  or  result  of  the 
negotiation.  But  this  is  one  of  those  occasions  upon  which 
neither  individual  nor  party  feelings  can  find  a  place  in  my 
mind.   If»  on  the  other  hand,  this  proposition  is  rejected,  1 
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beg  Imve  to  Manro  your  Lordship  that  I  shall  not  feel  in  the 

smalleit  degree  slighted,  but  shall  continue  fervently  to  hope 

for  the  Booecss  of  the  negotiation^  io  what  haade  soever  the 

managemeiit  of  it  my  be  placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  greai  reepeet^  my  Lord, 

Your  IjQfd8hip*8  obedient  and  hmnble  eerrant, 

Henry  BkouoiLaM.^ 
To  the  Lord  Viaeoiiiit  Gaetlflveagfa,  ^."^ 

Little  oonld  Loid  Oastleraagh  haive  foiosoon  thai,  after 
having  offered  to  eerve  imder  him,  your  Lordshtp*a  taste  or 
ftelinga  should  have  led  yoia  to  pmdaim  to  the  world  ^*thal 
Lord  Osstlereagh'^s  adminietoation  was  as  deatitiite  of  merit  as 
possible*^  Let  it  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  I  bring  thia 
forward  as  matter  of  reproach ;  on  the  eontrary,  I  considsr  the 
foot  to  be  honourable  to  both  parties,  and  espedaliy,  my  Lord, 
to  jou  ;  because,  having  borne  a  distinguished  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  House  of  Commons  which  led  to  the  revocation 
of  the  Oixlcrs  in  Council  in  1806  and  1807,  your  Lordship 
(considering  yourself  as  the  most  acceptable  negotiator  for 
settling  the  differences  between  the  two  countries)  was  willing 
to  make  every  personal  sacrifice,  while  you  clearly  implied  that 
your  app  >iiitni l  ilt  was  not  to  be  considered  aa  atiectiug  your 
principles  as  a  public  man. 

The  Treaty  of  Vienna  was  the  crowninfj  act  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh''s  foreign  administration.  Tt  wa.'^  the  ftill  accomplishment 
of  all  those  measures  by  which  the  war  was  brought  to  a  close, 
and  a  long  and  glorious  peace  effected.  For  this  gigantic  and 
soecessful  undertaking  he  was  received  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  his  retuni  to  England,  with  one  unanimons  outbreak 
of  enthusiastic  applause,  altogether  without  example  in  the 
history  of  the  British  Senate.  But,  notwithstanding  these  great 
and  felicitous  public  services,  there  seems  to  have  been  one 
special  drawback  in  Lord  Castlereagh^s  character,  which  can. 
never  be  viewed  with  forgiveness  by  yon,  or  by  that  party 
which  his  bold  and  manly  coune  and  constant  vigihmce  kept 
out  of  power  for  so  many  years.  Tliis  may  account  for  mndi 
of  the  asperity  with  which  his  memory  has  been  assailed.* 
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A(l«r  Lord  Ckfttleroagh  had  laid  prostrftte  all  faia  political  op- 
poiMmts,  hy  fitlaifying  all  their  propheeieB  on  the  great  qaeetton 
ef  the  prndenee  ef  reaistiiig,  and  the  possibility  of  overtoming 
the  tyrant  of  the  Continent,  the  evil  genina  of  misrule,  oppiea* 
aion.  Mid  roTolntionary  govemment  abroad,  he  stood  forth  the 
steady  and  fbarless  champion  of  the  opposite  principles  at  home. 
He  was  the  determined  enemy  of  what  was  called  Reform  of 
Parliament,  Mini  ot"  all  new-fangled  schemes  for  upsettiucr,  under 
the  fraudulent  pretence  of  reconstructing,  thu  English  Consti- 
tution ;  he  knew  well  what  Ens^land  had  done  without  that 
reform,  and  he  ioresaw  (a<:^ain  prophetically)  what  she  might 
be  driven  to  under  the  jtioposed  changes.  He  nlwnysi  main- 
tained that,  in  a  representative  govemment,  the  preponderance 
of  property  and  high  station  was  more  conducive  to  order  and 
genetal  prosperity  than  that  of  mob-orators  or  needy  adven- 
tnnra.  He  thought  that  a  certain  number  of  nomination 
borooghs  were  &r  less  perilous  than  double  the  number  of  cor* 
mpt  oonstituencies ;  that  legtslative  measures  were  more  likely 
to  prore  good  and  advanti^ns  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
a  stake  in  the  conntry  than  of  those  who  had  none.  He  waa 
no  fHend  to  a  syatem  which  was  to  be  duected  by  men  who  had 
no  other  influence  than  what  they  could  acquire  by  pandering 
to  the  low  interests  and  bwer  passions  of  a  misguided  rabble. 
He  knew  that  the  €h>Temment  of  this  oountiy  could  be  safely 
and  sneeessfblly  conducted  only  by  an  administration  which 
enjoyed  the  decided  and  unequivocal  confidence  of  Parliament 
and  the  Sovereign  ;  and  ho  would  not  lend  his  hand  to  hasten 
the  day,  when  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  ^^  (juKI  necessarily 
be  placed  in  a  state  of  perpetual  variance  on  tpiestions  of  vital 
moment  to  the  stability  and  repose  of  the  Empire.  Such  were, 
1  well  know,  the  croneral  bearings  of  his  comprehe?isive  mind. 

For  the  partial  di.^t urban ces  of  the  srreat  European  scheme 
of  1814—1815,  which  liave  since  ensued,  neither  Lord  Oastlo- 
reagh  nor  his  policy  can  fairly  be  held  responsible. 

The  Treaties  of  Vienna  have  been,  it  is  true,  succeeded  by 
the  revolution  in  Poland,  and  its  final  incorporation  in  the 
Smpive  of  Anssia  $  by  revoUition  and  civil  wars  in  Spain ;  by 
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the  aame  in  Naples ;  by  the  Bepamtion  of  UoUnd  mod  JM- 
gium ;  by  the  three  days  of  July  in  France ;  and  by  fK>roe 
territorial  aoquintioiu  on  the  part  of  Russia  in  the  east  uf 
Europe.  But  I  ain  confidenti  and  I  think  not  without  enffi- 
cient  reason,  that  some,  if  not  all,  of  these  difltnrbanees  and 
diffienltics  would  have  been  averted,  if  the  great  Statewnan 
who  predded  OTer  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  had  been  spared  to 
^orope  and  his  eoantiy ;  and  that  they  have  been  aggravatedt 
if  not  originally  eaneed^  by  a  departnte  from  hie  line  of  poliey. 
I  am,  howeTor,  ready  to  admit  that  theae  eyente  aie  in  eome 
measare  alien  from  the  iomiediate  duties  of  an  EnglSah 
miniater — ^who,  above  all  things,  is,  or  shonld  be,  bound  most 
jealonsly  to  refrain  from  intermeddling  with  the  domestie 
policy  of  other  governments,  so  long  as  it  does  not  directly 
afiect  the  ssenrity  or  interests  of  his  own.  Still,  there  is  no 
donbt  that  these  drenmstaness  hav«  shaken  and  impaired  the 
stability  of  those  alliaooes,  which,  under  Lord  Oastlereagh^s 
personal  direction,  would  probi^Iy  haye  remained  intact  and 
sacred.  Nevertheless,  the  main  purport  and  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna  are  still  uTK'han«;ed  ;  no  acjgrcssion  li;ia 
occunxd  on  the  part  of  any  one  of  the  Sovereigns  who  siirned 
it,  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the  territory  awarded  to  him  by 
that  Treaty  :  wliilst  all  the  deviatious  wliich  have  ensued  are 
to  be  attributed  to  the  partial  and  interested  Yiiwf  of  pnHiciiljir 
powers,  (amongst  which,  perhaps,  England  i<  rmi  ilw  ]« ;wst 
guilty,)  and  of  crude  and  fanta-stical  notions  ot  govern usent, 
for  tlie  most  part  the  dfTspring  of  the  ^rgt  French  revolution, 
reproduced  and  rcinf(U  (  rd  by  the  serojuL  Another  cause  is 
the  jng£rl in cr  with  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  which  was 
one  of  the  first  principles  professed  by  all  our/7re«^n^  governors, 
who,  at  the  same  time,  seize  upon  every  possible  case  that 
may  occur,  as  an  exception  to  their  role.  This  principle, 
however,  in  Lord  Gastlereagh,  was  no  by-word  to  catch  the 
applause  of  the  moment,  but  one  which  honestly  giiided  his 
whole  career ;  for,  to  him,  of  all  men,  did  not  belong  the  habit 
of  saying  one  thing  and  meaning  another. 
The  Holy  Alliance,  again,  is  a  further  and  frvourite  subject 
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for  the  detnctoTS  of  my  Brother,  aud  one  to  which  your  Lord- 
•hip  has  specifically  allndod.  It  has  been  vulgarly  flpoken  of 
as  if  h  were  kis  creation,  and  as  if  A«  songlit  to  make  use  of  it 
as  a  means  of  emshmg  the  growing  liberties  of  OontineDtal 
Europe.  A  more  nnfonnded  or  a  more  untenable  asaertion 
has  never  been  made.  The  fiwst  is,  that  ibis  alliance,  in  its 
origin,  had  no  other  purpose  than  to  unite  the  several  powers 
of  the  Continent,  who  had  reoonqnered  their  independenos,  in 
one  common  bond,  as  a  saftgnard  im;ainst  the  reennenee  of  ths 
dangers  lirom  which  they  had  jnst  escaped ;  and  as' a  pledge, 
as  well  to  remain  satisfied  with  tiieir  own  territories  as  to  pat 
down  every  attempt  to  encroach  npon  the  apportionments  and 
settlements  that  had  been  solemnly  determined;  and  it  was 
for  these  most  proper  and  justifiable  objects  only,  which  may 
be  stated  in  three  words,^independence  of  nations,  stability 
of  govmments,  and  peace  in  Europe, — that  the  accession  of 
England  was  invited,  and  its  modified  and  limited  assent 
afterwards  obtained. 

The  exten.siuu  which  the  alliance  may  subsequently  have 
received,  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  or  revolt,  (the  chief 
grounds  for  which  revolts  are  rather  to  be  sought  in  the  in- 
flammatory publications  of  the  period,  than  in  the  conduct  of 
the  respective  governments,)  never  met  with  any  (  (-^untcnanco 
or  support  from  Lord  Castlorcagii.  These  were  the  domestic 
concerns  of  otlior  State;',  which  ho  tlioufrht  to  be  foreiirn  to 
the  functions  of  a  IJritish  minister;  and  with  whirl},  whetlier 
for  good  or  evil,  ho  had  nothing  to  do,  liaviiiii:  neitlier  iho 
right  nor  the  inclination  to  control  the  economy  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  To  maintain  our  own  honour ;  to  extend 
our  own  interests ;  to  preserve  our  own  rights ;  to  secure 
public  peace  ;  to  interfere  in  no  domestic  quarrels ;  to  imbrue 
oor  hands  in  no  civil  wars ;  to  prevent  the  oppression  of  the 
weak,  and  to  restrain  the  mrgression  of  the  strong ;  to  conduct 
ourselves  loyally  towards  all  our  allie:*,  and  not  to  forfeit,  by 
equivocal  conduct,  the  high  and  pre-eminent  position  in  which 
the  administration  to  which  he  belonged  had  placed  bis  coon- 
try  at  the  close  of  the  eventlitl  war,^these  were  the  gnat 
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leading  principles  of  my  lamented  Brother^s  policy:  and  as 
they  earned  for  him,  ftt  the  time,  the  unlimited  ooofidenoe  of 
the  Sovereign  he  seired,  the  frank  ac'knowledgmfint  of  all 
partiea  in  Pariiament,  and  the  good-will  and  high  estimation 
of  eveiy  power  and  State  in  Europe,  bo  thej  will,  I  inwt, 
oecue  for  him,  in  time  to  oome,  when  the  carping  and  jealona 
Uckeringa  of  the  pdlitieal  partisan  are  foigotten,  and  when 
Htt^  shall  finthfiilly  pefform  her  task,  one  of  the  highest 
and  prondest  stations  among  these  whose  serviees  have  proved 
a  benefiMstton  to  onr  oountrjr. 

I  hers  oondode  what  I  do  not  offur  as  s  deftnee  of  my: 
Brother,  nor  as  anything  like  an  adequate  statement  of  his 
general  merits,  but  merely  as  a  protest  and  ca90at  against  your 
Lofdship^s  hasty,  and,  I  willingly  hope  and  heltere,  incon- 
siderate assertions*  I  trust  that,  in  thos  appealing  from  yoor 
Lordflhip^s  bias  as  a  partisan  to  yonr  jodgment  as  an  historian, 
I  have  not  been  betrayed  into  any  personal  disrespect,  and  that 
I  have  said  no  more  than  my  peculiar  position  justifies ;  and, 
finally,  1  have  only  to  express  my  <  aniest  hope  and  confidence 
that  the  tribunal  of  the  present  genemriou,  ;ii>  well  as  that  of 
Posterity,  will  try  the  cause  on  more  impartial  evidence  than 
either  that  of  a  Brother  or  a  rival. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  mv  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Vavf  Loxdondekry. 

Postscript. — Having  prepared  the  foiciroing'  shpets,  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that,  as  your  Lordship^s  severest  remarks  applied 
to  the  measures  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  Foreign  administration, 
it  might  be  a  proper  course  for  me  to  submit  my  reply  to  the 
perusal  and  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Bipon,  who  was  very  oonfi- 
dentially  and  prominently  engaged  with  my  Brother  in  all 
the  great  transactions  of  that  period.  Lord  Bipon  has,  in  the 
handsomest  manner,  written  me  a  letter,  with  full  permission 
to  make  what  use  I  please  of  its  contents.  Availing  myself 
therefore,  of  a  document  equally  interesting  to  the  pres^ 
age  and  to  Posterity,  I  add  it  to  the  other  irre&^aUe  doem* 
ments  whieh  I  hsYs  already  inserted. 


Digrtized  by  Google 


-VISCOUNT  CASTLBRBAOH.  125 

"  Putney  Heath,  July  6th,  18S9. 
My  dear  Lord  Londonderry — am  veiy  mueh  obliged  (o 
you  for  pemuttlng  me  to  penue  the  proof-sheets  of  yonr 
printed  Letter  to  Lord  Brougham ;  and  I  am  sure  that  yon 
will  readily  believe  that  few  peoMna,  not  belonging  to  yonr 
Brotber^B  fiunily,  can  feeL  a  deeper  interest  than  I  do  in  bis 
eharaoter  and  reputation.   Most  nngratefol  indeed  should  I 
be  if  it  were  otherwise.   He  it  was  who  tet  introdooed  me 
into  pnblie  life  in  1809,  not  long  after  I  came  mto  Parliament  $ 
and,  from  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death,  I  received  feom 
him  constant,  nn wied,  and  most  flattering  marioi  of  confi- 
dence and  regard.  There  was,  however,  one  particular  ooca* 
sion,  which  yon  may  recollect,  and  to  wluch  I  am  desirous  of 
referring,  on  which  it  was  my  lot  to  enjoy  peculiar  oppor^- 
tunities  and  means  of  watching  and  estimating  the  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  his  high  office  were  discharged.    It  waa 
an  occasion  which  demanded  the  exercise  of  no  ordinary 
talents ;  for,  wliil^t  to  tlie  conunon  observer  the  wonderful 
events  which  preceded  it  seemed  to  render  smooth  and  easy 
the  arrangements  which  were  to  follow,  the  course  of  policy 
which  Lord  Loiulauderry  had  to  pursue  was  surrounded  by 
extreme  and  l  omplicatcd  difficulties  :  I  allude  to  hie  first  mis- 
sion to  the  (J  outinent,  at  the  close  of  1813.    He  did  me  the 
honour  to  invito  mo  to  accompany  him  on  that  mission  ;  and 
I  trav(  Hod  with  him  from  the  Hague  to  li'vslc,  where  he  tirst 
came  in  contact  with  any  of  the  ministers  of  the  Allied  Powers : 
and  thence  we  proceeded  to  Langres,  where  the  head-quarters 
of  the  grand  army  were  established,  and  where  the  Allied 
Sovereigns,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
and  the  King  of  Prussia,  with  their  respective  ministers,  were 
assembled.    I  remained  with  him  till  near  the  close  of  the 
negotiations,  which  ended  in  the  peace  of  Paris. 

**  During  the  eonne  of  tliis  journey,  he  communicated  to  me 
confidentially  aTid  unreservedly  the  view  which  he  took  of  the 
existing  state  of  affiurs,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  he  proposed 
to  conduct  the  important  business  with  which  he  was  charged. 
I  ln\ve,  of  oonne,  no  right  to  state  in  this  letter  anything 
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whirh  passed  betwien  vs  as  eonneeted  with  his  inatnictions 
from  the  Priom  Begent ;  but  yon  m&j  well  rsooUect  that  th« 
real  diffieoHisa  of  that  interesting  period  commeaoed  when  the 
great  powers  of  Enrope  took  the  doeiaivie  reeotution  of  eonqiier- 
ing  peace  in  the  heart  of  Franoe.  It  had  been  oompaimtiTaiy 
no  diffieolt  matter  to  nnite  them,  in  the  anmmer  of  1818>  in 
the  great  objeet  of  driTing  France  within  the  limits  cf  the 
Rhine:  a  sense  of  common  danger,  a  reooUection  of  national 
injuries,  and  the  humiliation  to  which  the  principal  aorereigas 
and  people  of  Germany  had  been  exposed ;  an  anxiety  to  lepav 
the  losses  which  they  had  snstained,  and  to  regain  the  positioii 
Beom  whidi  some  of  them  had  been  saeeessiTely  drifsn,  led 
them  to  form  an  alliance,  which,  finom  its  extent  and  its  ve- 
sonrces,  gare  eyery  prospect  of  a  snceesafol  result.  The  enthn- 
riaem  which  brought  them  together  in  pursuit  of  this  common 
and  animatin;^  object,  supported  as  it  was  by  the  councils  aud 
tlio  aid  of  P^ngland,  worked  out  with  singular  rapidity  its  suc- 
cessful result.  Its  first  combiued  inovenicnt  broke  out  iu 
August,  1813 ;  and,  before  the  1st  ot'  .iaiiuar^^  1814,  the  French 
army  was  entirely  expelled  from  Germany.  The  minds  of  all 
European  HtatosiiKMi  were  then  directed  to  the  consideration  of 
those  prinr  i  upon  wiiicli  tlie  reconstruction  of  the  European 
» (lifice  was  til  be  attempted,  and  the  foundation  of  lU  future 
security  to  be  laid.  Any  one  who  know-*  anything  of  the 
liiHtory  of  Europe,  from  the  time  of  King  ^V^illiam,  and  the 
grand  alliance  of  \ns  day,  to  the  present  time,  may  readily  con- 
ceive that  this  was  no  easy  problem  to  solve.  The  immediate 
pressure  of  the  common  danger  hWBg  remoTcd,  views  of  indi- 
yidual  interests  necessarily  grew  up«  Some  would  look  to  the 
recovery  of  what  they  liad  lost;  some  to  the  maintenance  of 
what  they  had  gained :  some  would  tliink  that  the  best  chance 
of  a  durable  settlement  was  the  reetoration  of  everything  to  the 
state  in  which  Europe  was  placed  in  1792,  before  the  war  ni 
the  French  Revolution  broke  out;  some  would  hold  to  the 
notion  that  such  a  ratntn  was  impossible,  or,  if  possible^  un- 
wise :  some  might  deem  that  the  peace  of  Ekirope  would  beat 
be  preserred  by  the  adoption  of  some  new  and  more  popular 
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tyBtem  of  intemal  goYmmeiit  in  the  difierent  States;  othen 
would  flee  in  eueh  »  policy  nothing  but  •  soime  of  fatnre  evils 
ind  general  eomraotion.  It  wi8»  in  shorty  a  eUite  of  thing* 
which  eonld  only  be  grappled  with  by  a  mind  capable  of  a 
patient,  calm,  reeolute*  and  enlightened  contemplation  of  all 
the  eifcnmrtaneei  of  the  eaeei  fbvnding  its  views  and  hopes 
Ibr  the  fbtoie  upon  an  aoeorate  historical  sairey  of  the  past* 
and  a  practical  appredation  of  the  present. 

In  the  eonrae  of  onr  journey,  Lord  Londonderry  doToloped 
to  me  the  principles  upon  which  he  conceived  that  the  expected 
negociations  ought  to  be  conducted  and  tenmnated ;  and,  of 
whatever  little  value  my  testimony  upon  such  a  subject  may 
be,  I  owe  it  to  hie  memory  to  express  my  decided  conviction 
that  the  yiews  which  he  entertained  were  the  natural  and  just 
dictates  of  unJerstandini;  competent  to  embrace  all  the 
jErrcat  points  of  the  complicated  ([uesiiiiu  which  lay  before  hini. 
It  waa  not  to  be  expected  that,  in  a  matter  wlun?  so  many 
eeparate  interests  were  concerned,  all  his  inJivuiual  viewn 
could  be  worked  out :  but  historical  truth  justifies  mo  in  saying 
that,  although  some  points  of  the  final  arrangement  were  made 
the  .subject  of  Parliamentary  criticism,  tiie  nreneral  feelin<^  of 
Lord  Londonderry's  countrymen  was  that  of  unequivocal  satis- 
faction with  the  result ;  and  well  do  I  remember,  as  if  it  were 
only  yesterday,  that,  when  he  first  entered  the  House  of 
Commons,  afler  his  retuni  from  Paris,  the  whole  body  of  the 
Commons  of  England  rose  from  their  seats  upon  his  appearance, 
and  greeted  him  with  cordial  acclamations.  You  and  I  well 
know  how  sensibly  and  deeply  he  felt  this  remarkable  compli- 
ment. 

It  would  greatly  exceed  the  reasonable  limits  of  a  letter, 
if  I  were  to  attempt  to  show,  in  detail,  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  conceive  that  the  approbation  so  expressed  was  fully  deserved. 
But  there  are  one  or  two  circumstances  connected  with  the 
period  to  which  I  have  referred,  which  are  so  peculiarly  illus- 
trative of  his  personal  character,  and  of  the  influence  which  he 
was  enabled  to  acquire  over  those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal, 
that  I  cannot  fbrbrar  from  alluding  to  them. 
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In  the  ooone  of  our  journey  from  Frankfort  to  Baele,  he 
stated  to  me  that  one  of  the  great  difficulties  which  he  expected 
to  eocoimtar  in  the  approaching  negoeiations  would  arise  from 
the  want  of  an  habitual,  confidential,  and  free  interooorse  be- 
tween the  Miniitera  of  the  great  Powers^  €U  a  body ;  and  that 
many  jmtensions  might  be  modified,  asperities  removed,  and 
eansea  of  irritation  antioipated  and  met,  hj  bringing  the  re* 
speetiTO  parties  into  unrestiieted  eommnnieationa  common  to 
^em  all,  and  embraeiug,  in  confidential  and  united  discunions, 
all  the  great  pmnta  in  which  they  were  seyerall j  interested. 
No  man  wae  erer  better  calculated  so  to  tnuieact  burineae  him- 
self and  to  bring  others  to  act  with  him  in  such  a  manner,  than 
Lord  Londonderry.  The  suavity  and  dignity  of  hia  manners, 
hia  habitual  patience  and  self-command,  his  oonsidefate  tolerance 
of  differoioe  of  opinion  m  others,  all  fitted  him'  Ibr  such  a  task ; 
whilst  his  fiinmess,  when  he  knew  he  was  right,  in  no  d^ree 
detracted  from  the  influence  of  his  conciliatory  demeanour. 
Nothiiio;  could  answer  more  completely  than  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding^; and  I  heard,  at  the  time,  from  sevuiul  of  the  eminent 
men  with  wlioni  liis  discussions  were  thus  carried  on,  tliat  it 
conduced  in  everj'  way  not  less  to  the  precision  and  harmony 
Uian  to  the  promptitude  and  <»nergy  of  their  decisions. 

I  would  alnu  refer  to  another  occasion,  on  Nvliich  the  vi«:our 
of  Lord  London  Jerry's  mind,  in  a  moment  of  difficulty  and 
hesitation,  was  attended  with  the  most  important  results. 
You  may  remember  the  um;i.>ines<»  whiclt  prevailed  in  the 
councils  of  the  allied  Cabinetti,  after  the  success  with  which 
Buonaparte,  having  repelled  with  great  loss  the  isolated  move- 
ments of  ]31ucher's  first  march  upon  Paris,  afterwards  fell  upon 
the  advanced  divisions  of  the  grand  army  beyond  the  Seine. 
The  spirit  of  the  allied  forces  was  somewhat  damped,  the  popu- 
lation in  the  rear  of  their  line  of  operations  showed  strong  indt- 
cationa  of  a  resoUition  to  carry  on  a  desultory  guerilla  war 
upon  their  communications,  and  the  more  timid  advisers  began 
to  talk  of  the  policy  of  retiring  behind  the  Bhine.  That  such 
a  atep  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  success  of  the  campaign 
waa  obTious ;  but  it  waa  no  less  obvious  that  some  new  eouno 
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of  operations  must  be  adopted^  all  the  separate  moTements  of 
ihe  grand  army,  and  of  tliat  commanded  hj  Blncher,  upon 
Paris,  having  hitherto  fiiiled  in  attuning  that  point.  The 

fact  was  that,  from  his  central  position  between  the  lines 
operated  upon  bj  those  armies,  Napoleon  was  enabled  to  fall 
witli  his  main  strength  upon  each  of  them  sepanitely  ;  and,  as 
at  that  moment  tliey  were  not  hof/i  of  them  sin^li/  eqiuil  iu  force 
to  his  concentrated  moans,  the  advantage  was  greatly  on  his 
side;  and  he  well  knew  liow  to  avail  himself  of  it.  The  army 
commanded  by  Bhicher  was  mueli  inferior  in  numbers  to  that 
commanded  by  Prince  Schwarzenbero; ;  and  the  thing  to  be 
done^  therefore,  was  to  reinforce  Blncher  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  insure  the  success  of  his  ftitare  movements,  as  far  as  numbers 
oonld  insnre  it.  No  time  was  to  be  lost.  But  from  whence 
were  the  reinforcements  to  be  drawn  ?  There  was  nothing 
immediately  at  hand  but  a  small  body  of  Bossians  under 
General  St.  Priest,  who  were  on  their  march  to  Bheims  to  join 
the  corps  to  which  they  belonged  in  Blucher*s  army ;  and  they 
were  manifestly  insufficient  ht  the  purpose.  But  there  were 
two  other  strong  corps ;  one  of  Prussians  under  General  Bulow, 
and  one  of  Russians  under  Wimringerode,  who  were  on  their 
march  into  Franoe  from  Flanders,  and  might  be  brought  for- 
ward with  decisive  eflfect.  They,  however,  belonged  to  the 
annv  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden,  who  liad  not,  I  think, 
at  that  time,  personally  crossed  the  Rhine ;  they  w  ere  under 
his  orders,  and  he  was  very  tenacious  of  his  authority  ovor 
them :  and,  when  it  was  suggested  that  the  only  mode  of  ade- 
quately reinforcing  Blucher  was  to  place  these  corps  at  liis 
disposal  without  a  moment'*s  delay,  the  difficulty  of  withdrawing; 
them  from  Bernadotte''s  command,  without  a  previous  and 
probably  tedious  dittcussion  with  him,  was  urged  by  a  great 
authority  as  insurmountable.  Lord  Londonderry  was  present 
at  the  council  when  this  matter  was  discussed:  and,  the  moment 
he  understood  that,  militarily  speaking,  the  proposed  plan  was 
indispensable  to  success,  he  took  hb  line.  He  stated  that,  in 
that  case,  the  plan  mutt  be  adopted,  and  the  neoessary  orders 
immMMif  given ;  that  England  bad  a  right  to  expect  that 
VOL.  I.  K 
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her  allies  would  not  be  deterred  from  a  decisive  oourso  by  anj 
Buch  difficulties  as  bad  been  urged ;  and  he  boldly  took  upon 
himself  all  the  respoll^<Ibi1ity  of  any  consequences  that  might 
arise  as  regarded  the  Orovm  Prince  of  Sweden.  Ills  advice 
prevailed;  BlaGher*8  army  was  reinforced  in  time;  the  battle 
of  Laon  was  fought  soocessfhUy,  and  no  fhrther  efforts  of  Buoni^ 
parte  could  oppose  the  march  of  the  allies  on  Paris,  and  their 
triumphant  occupation  of  that  city. 

It  is  not,  then,  too  much  to  say,  that  the  vigour  and 
energy  displayed  by  Lord  Londonderry  in  this  erisis  decided 
the  fiite  of  the  campaign.  And,  had  he  been  an  ordinary 
man,  without  the  talent  to  discern  what  the  exigency  of  the 
moment  required,  without  capacity  to  enforce  its  adoption,  or 
without  that  influence  over  others  which  ensured  their  cordial 
co-operation,  who  can  say  how  different  the  result  might  have 
been,  or  how  long  the  pacification  of  the  world  might  have  been 
delayed ! 

"  Excuse  mc  for  troubling  you  with  su  long  a  letter ;  and 
believe  me,  my  dear  Lord  Londonderry, 

**  Ever  most  truly  yours, 


The  pubHcation  of  the  preceding  Letter  to  Lord 
Brougham  brought  me  numerous  communications 
from  distinguished  persons,  some  of  wliicli  h«ave  too 
close  a  relation  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
written,  not  to  be  introduced  here. 

Sir  Mabtri  Fed  to  the  Marqum  of  Londmderry* 

Whitdiin,  July  S3, 1839. 

My  dear  Lord  Londonderry — ^After  my  return  from  the 
House  of  Oommons  last  night,  I  read  your  letter  to  Lord 
Brougham.  I  think  you  were  perfectly  right  in  noticing  his 
unjust  estimate  of  the  character  and  abilities  of  Lord  London* 
derry,  and  I  think  also  you  have  noticed  it  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner  by  maintaining  throughout  that  dispassionate  and 
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temperate  ton©  which  is  much  more  becoming  to  the  occasion, 
and  makes  a  much  deeper  impression,  than  irritation  or  vehe- 
mence, however  natural  or  justifiable.  You  well  know  that 
no  viiuiication  of  your  Jirothor's  memory  was  necessary  for  ray 
satisfaction, — that  my  ^miration  ot'liis  charactt  i- is  too  firmly 
rooted  to  be  shaken  by  criticisms  or  phrases,  uiid  cavils  at  par- 
ticular acts  selected  from  a  long  pohtical  career.  I  doubt 
whether  any  pubhc  man  (with  the  exception  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington)  who  has  appeared  within  the  last  half  century, 
poBseBsed  that  combination  of  qualities,  intellectual  and  moral, 
wluoh  wwkld  have  enabled  him  to  effect  under  the  iame  w- 
eomaianoee  what  Lord  Londondeny  did  effeot  in  regard  to  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  and  to  the  great  poUtieal  transactions  of 
1813, 1814,  and  1815.  To  do  these  things  required  a  rare 
union  of  high  and  generous  feelings,  eonrteons  and  prepos- 
sessing manners,  a  warm  heart  and  a  eool  head,  great  temper, 
great  industry,  great  fortitude,  great  courage,  moral  and  per- 
sonal, that  command  and  influenee  which  makes  other  men 
willing  instruments,  and  all  these  qualities  combined  with  the 
disdain  for  low  objects  of  aiubition,  and  with  spotless  integrity. 
It  is  not  flattering  to  say  your  I'rotlisjr  had  these  qualifications, 
and  that,  by  them  and  the  proper  use  of  them,  he  overcame 
practically  difficulties  which  would  have  appalled  ami  ovcr- 
wlielmed  almost  every  other  cotemporary  statesman.  I  need 
only  call  to  mind  the  one  I  have  already  named. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord  Londonderry, 
Most  faitbfiilly  yours, 

ROBEET  PeBL. 

The  Marqueu  WeUedey  to  the  Marquee  of  Londonderry. 

Kingiton  House,  July  94, 1889. 
My  dear  Lord— Aoeept  my  best  acknowledgments  for  your 
obliging  attention  in  sending  me  a  copy  of  your  Letter,  which 
I  ha^e  read  with  great  attention.   It  is  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  and,  in  my  judgment,  unanswemble. 

ETer,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

  WSLLESLBr. 

K  2 
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The  Earl  of  Atterdeen  to  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

AigyU  Uonw,  July  a4»  1889. 

My  dear  Londonderry— I  1»t6  only  now  been  able  to  read 
your  answer  to  Lord  Brougham,  a  copy  of  which  yon  had  the 
goodneaa  to  send  me  the  night  before  last.  Yon  may  recollect 
when  yon  fint  mentioned  yonr  intentione  to  me,  I  had  some 
misgivings  on  the  snbjeet.  I  ftared  that  it  might  lead  to  an 
angry  and  painfhl  correspondence  with  Lord  Brougham  ;  and 
although  no  man  differed  more  entirely  than  I  did  from  his 
estimate  of  your  Brother's  character,  I  thought,  considering 
his  political  and  party  prejudices,  that  his  work  was  much 
more  impartial  than  could  have  been  expected.  I  still  think 
that  this  is  the  case  ;  but  1  most  cordially  rejoice  that  you 
have  persevered  in  y«»ur  address,  for  you  have  executed  ytiiu 
task  most  admirably.  With  much  feeling,  taste,  and  judg- 
ment, you  have  touched  the  priuci{>al  event«»  of  your  Brother^s 
life,  and  have  placed  them  in  a  light  as  advantaiyeous  as  it  is 
just  and  true.  You  must  be  so  thoroughly  aware  of  my 
affection  for  the  memory  of  your  lirotlier,  as  well  as  of  my 
respect  for  his  character,  that  you  will  havo  no  difficulty  in 
giving  me  credit  for  tiic  sincere  pleasure  with  which  1  have 
read  yonr  vindication  of  liis  conduct.  1  believe  it  may  be  said 
witli  truth  that  few  men  have  ever  deserved  so  highly  of  their 
country,  and  I  am  sure  that  none  could  ever  more  effectually 
secure  the  love  and  attachment  of  their  friends.  Haying  ex- 
perienced his  friendship  for  so  many  yean,  not  only  in  my  own 
peraon,  but  in  those  also  most  nearly  connected  with  me,  I 
have  always  felt,  and  shall  ever  feel,  the  warmest  interest  in 
every  thuig  whicli  can  affect  his  name  and  reputation. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Londonderry, 
Most  sincerely  yours, 
  Aberdeen. 

Bmijamin  Dimradi^  Etq,^  to  ths  Marqum  i^  Londondmry. 

July  34, 1889. 

My  dear  Lord— have  just  read  your  Letter  to  Lord 
Brougham,  and  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  sincero  pleasure  of 
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Gongratnlating  you  on  the  publication  of  what  is  not  only  a 
Tory  spirited  yet  dignified  Tindication  of  yonr  eminent  relative's 
memory,  but  is  an  extremely  interesting  and  Talnable  eontri* 
bntion  to  onr  political  and  historical  literature.   The  style  is 

worthy  of  the  theme — ^fluent,  yet  sustained — and  the  sarcasm 

polished  aixl  most  felicitous. 

It  will  inako  ii  coii.siderable  sensation  ;  and,  if  unlv  lor  the 
original  documents  which  it  contains,  will  often  be  referred  to. 
I  assure  you,  my  dear  Lord,  I  cannot  easily  express  with  what 
entire  satisfaction  T  have  perused  this  well-timed  appeal  to 
that  public  opinion  wliich  has  been  too  long  abused  on  the 
character  and  career  of  a  great  statesiuiau. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  yonr  obliged  and  fiuthM 

B.  DlSftABLI. 


Sir  James  Graham  to  the  Marqum  of  Londonderry, 

Gfoevenor  Place,  July  37, 1838. 
My  dear  Lord  Londonderry^!  am  very  much  obliged  by 
yonr  present  of  the  copy  of  your  answer  to  Lord  Brougham. 

It  is  a  tribute  justly  due  to  the  memory  of  your  Brother,  on 

whose  services  and  talents  you  have  bestowed  no  exairiierated 
praise,  and  in  whoso  vindication  you  have  evinced  those  feel- 
ings and  that  spirit  \vhich  the  occasion  fully  justifies.  No  po- 
litical opponent,  wliom  yuur  Brother  honoured  by  admission 
into  his  private  society,  and  no  leader  of  a  party,  was  ever  so 
generous  towards  his  ndversariiss  in  this  particular.  I  never 
can  forget  the  charm  uf  his  amiable  manners  and  of  his  noble 
nature.  I,  indeed,  should  be  ungrateful  if  I  did  not  recollect 
his  kindness,  and  rejoice  in  the  success  with  which  you  have 
rescued  his  fair  fiime  from  an  nnjnst  attack.  History,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  be  more  just  than  his  ootemporaries,  and  he  is 
not  the  first  great  man  over  whose  tomb  has  been  written — 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  fiuthfiilly. 

Jambs  Graham. 
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JSir  Chariot  WethertU  to  the  Marquem  of  Londoiiderrif . 

Aitgyst  1, 1839. 

My  dear  Lord — 1  can  aasore  you  I  have  been  much  gratified 
by  the  peroBal  of  your  Letter.  It  is  a  perfect  wet  blanket 
thrown  ever  the  hasty  and  ill-judged  Biographical  Sketch  of 
a  noble  and  learned  lord.  Had  this  Biographical  Liurk  po- 
eeeded  fivm  Lord  Brongham  before  poor  Eldon^a  departure, 
yon  would  hare  naturally  sent  your  Letter  to  him  to  aak  fi)r 
his  aooordanee  to  your  conire-prqf^  ae  you  did  to  Lord 
Bipon  for  his  review  of  it.  I  know  qaite  well  what  Eldon 
thought  of  your  Brother,  though  they  diflfared  upon  the  Ca- 
tholic question.  There  never  lived  a  more  jusif  eaiuKdy  and 
imparHal  man  than  Eldon  in  appredating  the  merits  of  those 
who  agreed  with  or  differed  from  him,  of  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  or  to  whom  he  was  opposed,  foe  or  friend.  Eldon  also 
has  come  nnder  the  censorship  of  the  noble  and  learned  Bio- 
graphical Sketch  writer,  and  has,  in  many  respects,  been 
treated  ii(»t  much  more  fuirlv  than  your  Brother.  The  latter 
part  of  Lord  liipon'^s  letter  givcij  mc  au  oppurtuiiity  of  com- 
municating to  you  the  precise  languajjo  in  which  Eldon  spoke 
to  ino  of  tlio  services  of  youi-  Brother  in  keeping  the  Allies  to 
tlie  point  at  the  moment  when  concentration  in  their  proceed- 
ings w;us  most  wanted.  1  remenib<'r  ns  woll  m  yesterday 
meeting  Eldon  tliu  moniiiiix  when  thr  despatches  came  over, 
givini;  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Laon.  I  met  liim  in  the 
passage  near  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  house,  in 
Downing  Street,  going  into  the  Park.  We  walked  together 
through  the  Park  ;  he  was  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  said,  I 
have  been  to  the  Foreign  Ofiice,  on  purpose  to  read  over  the 
despatches  at  my  leisure  f  he  then  said,  with  the  energy  which 
you  well  recollect  he  used  when  his  mind  was  intent  upon  any 
idea,  "  We  <wv  indebted  to  CkuUgrea^  for  everything,  1  verily 
believe  that  no  man  in  England  but  Castlereagh  could  have 
done  what  he  has.^  These  iptimma  verba  of  poor  Eldon, 
with  the  time  and  place  where  they  were  spoken,  are  impressed 
upon  my  memory  as  accurately  as  if  they  had  occurred  in 
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July,  1899.  These  ezprefldons  tie  a  eample  of  that  sort  of 
testimony  which  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  in  whieh  year 
Brother  sat  must  have  given  in  emman  jtuiie$  to  him,  as  to 
his  most  eminent  serrices  at  this  crisis.  I  hope  yon  will  do 
(as  yon  seemed  to  intimate),  and  write  a  life  of  your  Brother, 
giving  at  lar<(e  the  details  of  those  boge  and  memorable  trans- 
aetions  in  which  he  took  so  conspicuous  a  part :  your  materials, 
and  other  opportunities  m  your  exdusive  possession,  would 
enable  yon  to  produce  a  most  valuable  and  important  work, 
and  a  better  bistoiy  of  those  times  than  any  other  writer 
could  compose. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  Wetuerell. 

Tliough  this  series  of  lioxxourablc  testimonials 
might  be  extended  to  a  very  great  length  by  those  of 
the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  British  Ca- 
binet, during  Lord  Castlereagli^s  official  career  in 
Ireland,  yet,  as  they  will  be  hereafter  given  entire 
among  the  original  papers  constitutiDg  the  mass  of 
this  work,  I  shall  close  them  for  the  present  unth  one 
of  more  recent  dale,  relating  to  the  period  of  Lord 
Castlercagh's  and  his  country's  greatest  triumph — 
that  of  the  downfiedl  of  its  most  implacable  foe* 

Lord  Barrowbjf  to  the  Marqum  tf  Londondmry, 

Gmevenor  Sqmre,  September  9, 1S89. 
My  dear  Lord^I  fear  yon  must  bare  thought  me  very  neg- 
ligent in  not  returmng  an  earlier  answer  to  your  flattering 

request,  that  I  would  recall  to  yonr  memory  a  couple  of  aneo- 

dot<'s  which  I  hcippeiicd  to  mention  to  you  in  the  House  of 
Lords.    Li  truth,  I  feel  some  reluctance  in  reeurrinL'  to  thcin 
in  a  moru  formal  manner,  :>.s  my  relating  them  at  all 
rather  a  little  ebullition  of  personal  vanity  on  my  part,,  tlian 
any  sense  of  their  poUtical  importance.    All  the  bother  of  pre- 
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pantion  for  a  foreign  tour  of  some  months,  a  neceesaiy  Tiait, 
and  my  own  dailj  oarea,  IiaTo  made  it  all  but  impoaaible  for 
me  to  write  sooner  y  and,  as  I  eannot  reconcile  it  to  myself  to 
leave  England  with  an  nngraeiona  negative,  I  am  taking  a  few 
minutes  before  I  get  into  my  carriage  this  afternoon,  to  eomply 
with  your  wiahea. 

I  cannot  reooUect  dates  y  but  it  was  at  the  time  when  yon. 
Lord  Aberdeen,  and  Lord  CSatfacart,  were  aeeredited  to  the- 
three  Sovereigns :  it  was  mooted  in  cabinet,  1  think,  by  Lord 
ObMtlereagh,  (as  yon  were  each  of  you  aoeredit«d  to  a  separate 
Sovereign)  whether  it  wonld  not  be  desirable,  in  order  to  carry 
the  foil  weight  of  the  British  GoTexnment  to  bear  upon  the 
counsels  of  the  assembled  Sovereigns,  that  some  one  person 
should  be  appointed,  who  might  speak  in  its  name  to  them  all« 
The  notion  was  approved;  and,  after  the  cabinet  was  over, 
Castlcreagh  called  me  into  his  private  room,  and  proposed  the 
mission  to  me.  I  was,  of  conrse,  hio^hly  flattered  by  such  a 
proposal  from  such  a  por?<on  ;  but  I  had  not  a  moment's  liesi- 
tatiou  iu  telling  him  that  I  had  invd  my  hand  unsucoessfully 
in  a  fomewhat  similar  mission  to  Berlin,  when  I  had  also  been 
acfn^lited  to  the  two  Emperors,  with  jrcneral  directions  to  all 
our  ministers  upon  the  Continent  to  iVillnw  my  instructions,  as 
the  regtdar  communication  was  interrupted  by  winter;  that  I 
had  found  myself  quite  incompetent  to  the  task  which  had  lialf 
killed  me;  and  that  J  could  not  think  of  sacrificing  myself, 
with  the  probnhility  of  sacrificing  also  the  interest  of  my 
country;  that  1  thought  the  measure  highly  advisable,  but 
that  there  was  one  person  only  who  could  execute  it,  and  that 
person  was  himself.  He  started  at  first :  How  oould  he,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  undertake  it  I — the  thing  was  unheard-of. 
I  then  told  him  that  it  was  not  strictly  true  that  it  had  never 
been  done*— that  Lord  Bolingbroko  went  to  Paris  in  a  diplo- 
mAtic  capacity  when  Secretary  of  State— and  that  though,  in 
that  case,  the  precedent  was  not  a  good  one,  it  was  still  a  pre- 
cedent, and  I  rather  believed  there  were  more.  In  the  present 
instance,  it  appeared  clear  that  no  man  but  the  foreign  Secre- 
tary of  State  himself  could  combine  the  efforts  of  the  ambas- 
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sadors  upon  the  spot,  who  oouid  not  be  ezpeeted  to  follow  with 
cordiality  the  saggeitioiiB  of  any  hat  their  own  official  anpenor. 
The  oonelnflion  to  which  thia  converaation  led  waa  that  he  aaid 
he  would  talk  it  oyer  with  liyeipool ;  and  the  oonseqnenoe  waa 
that  the  next  day,  or  the  day  afterwards,  his  nusaion  waa 
decided. 

On  his  triumphant  retnm  to  England,  I  called  npon  him  to 
say  that  he  might  indeed  consider  himself  as  the  sayioor  of 
Europe,  but  that  I  was  doubly  so  i  firsts  because  I  refused  to 

go  myuelf,  and,  still  more,  because  I  made  him  go. 

1  have  scrawled  on  (can  you  read  it  ?)  because  I  had  talked 
on,  and  1  understand  you  to  wisii  nut  only  i'or  thu  iaot,  but 
the  particulars  which  are  as  present  to  my  mind  as  if  they 
had  occurred  yesterday.  Now  for  my  other  service  in  the 
dark. 

After  the  attempt  to  assassinate  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at 
Paris,  the  Govemnieut  was  naturally  most  anxious  to  get  him 
away.  But  how  — under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  veiled, 
he  would  still  call  it  running  away,  to  which  he  was  not  par- 
tial— but.  when  (jastlcrcagh  was  obliged  to  leave  Vienna,  in 
order  to  attend  Ids  duty  in  Parliament,  1  was  fortunate  enough 
to  suggest  that  the  Duke  should  be  sent  to  replace  him,  and 
that  would  be  a  command  which  he  could  not  refuse  to  obey. 
When  I  mentioned  this  to  the  Duke,  just  after  1  left  you,  for  I 
was  then  quite  full  of  the  memoiy  of  my  little  exploits,  he 
quite  sgreed  that  if  he  had  been  at  Paris  on  the  return  of 
Buona^urte  to  France,  it  would  haye  been  highly  probable  that 
they  would  haye  seized  him.  Small  eyeots  are  great  to  little 
men;  and  it  is  not  nothing  to  haye  contributed  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  the  success  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna— (nor  was  it 
tien  so  called)  and  of  the  subsequent  campa^,  and  to  the 
saying  of  the  Duke  for  Waterioo. 

Excuse  the  length  of  my  scrawl  (can  you  read  it!)— I  haye 
not  time  to  make  it  shorter,  or  more  legible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Uarbowby. 
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The  following  letter  is  added  hese  as  a  tribute  of 

the  respect  and  feelings  of  a  fonnidable  political  rival, 
particulaiiy  in  tlie  measure  of  tke  Union: — 

Mr.  Fluniet  to  the  Marques»  of  Londonderry. 

Stephen's  Gieeo,  Deeamber  %  18&3. 
My  Lord— I  have  the  honour  of  acknowled^^ing  your  Lord* 
Bhip^a  letter  of  this  morning,  and  the  eudoanres  eontatned  in  it. 
Year  Lordship  does  mo  no  more  than  jostioe  in  estimating  the 
feelings  with  which  the  memory  of  the  late  Marquess  of  Lon- 
donderry afieets  and  must  ever  affect  my  mind.  His  friendship 
and  confidence  were  the  prime  causes  which  induced  his  Ma- 
josty^s  OoTsmment  to  deaire  my  services ;  and  I  can  truly  add 
that  my  unreaenred  reliance  on  the  cordiality  of  his  feeliD<;;s 
towards  mo,  joined  to  my  perfect  knowledge  of  the  wisdom  and 
liberality  of  all  his  public  objects  and  opinions,  were  the  prin- 
cipal (-aui^jos  which  iuduceJ  Jiie  to  accept  the  honour  which  was 
proposed  to  me.  Nothini^  can  ever  occur  to  me  in  political 
life  60  cahvmitous  as  the  event  which,  in  cuuimon  with  all  his 
country  and  Europe,  1  iso  detpiy  deplore.' 

In  addition  to  the  forcing  testamonies  of  Ihe 
leading  characters  of  this  country,  relative  to  the 

mciits  and  greatness  oi  Jx)r(l  Castlereagh  as  a  states- 
man, my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  work  on  the  * 
Diplomatifits  of  Europe  by  a  French  writer,  M. 
Capefigue;  and  a  friend  of  mine  him  furnished  me 
witli  a  criticism  upon  it,  which,  iu  justice  to  the  valu- 
able opinions  of  the  writer,  I  cannot  but  annex. 

I  must,  however,  premise  that,  having  referred  to 
tihe  work  of  M.  de  Capefigue  myself,  while  I  render 
liim  the  gratitude  that  becomes  me  for  the  sketch 

*  The  rcmaiDdcr  oi  the  Ictkr  relates  to  a  private  point. 
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which  he  has  given  of  my  Brother,  I  cannot  but 

deprecate  all  that  trifling  tittle-tattle,  history  of 
amours,  &c.  admitted  into  liis  volume,  which,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  are  entirely  the  chimera  of  the 
brain  of  some  person  employed  by  the  author  to 
pick  up  tales  to  amuse  tiie  ladies  or  the  light  readers 
of  his  interesting  work.  My  very  able,  critical  young 
friend  says : — 

The  sketch  of  Lord  Oastloreagh  a  tho  finest  in  the  volume. 
So  much  obloquy  was  heaped  upon  this  great  statesman,  during 
the  closing  yean  of  his  life,  by  the  Bevolationiats  whom  he 
held  in  restniint,  and  the  eager  plaee-huntera  whom  he  kept 
out  of  office,  that  people  are  only  now  beginning  to  recognise 
the  lofUneas  of  hia  character,  the  anperiority  of  hia  mind,  and 
the  immense  and  inappreciable  benefita  which  he  conferred  on 
hia  oonntfy.  He  was  a  man  of  fixed  and  firm  ideas ;  and 
hence  the  hatred  with  which  he  was  regarded,  and  the  abuse 
that  the  rahble  heaped  upon  him.  It  was  because  he  stood 
immoveable  in  his  sentiments  as  the  rock  which  breasts  the 
ocean,  tliat  the  waves  of  popular  discontent  dashed  so  fiercely 
against  him,  and  covered  him  witli  the  foam  of  their  fruitless 
rage.  Had  he  yielded,  had  he  witlidrawn,  he  mi^lit  have 
escaped  the  niali  i^'iiaiit  calumnies  incessantly  poured  ibrtii  asjainst 
him  ;  but  his  cliaracter  was  too  noble  for  concession  when  he 
Mt  that  his  course  was  right,  and  in  the  end  his  ideas  tri- 
umphed. He  carried  against  all  opposition  the  Irish  Union, 
which  never  could  have  been  carried  but  for  his  firmness  and 
his  talents,  but  which  politicians  of  all  parties  are  now  com- 
pelled to  recognise  as  one  of  the  boldeat  and  wisest  measnree 
of  the  present  centory,  and  one  wliich  no  inducement  on  earth 
will  ever  cause  the  country  to  revoke.  His  firmness  and  con- 
stancy mainly  contributed  to  the  downfidl  of  Napoleon.  His 
sagacity  discerned  the  error  of  the  Mba  Empermkip,  but  hia 
honesty  refused  the  slightest  interference  with  his  conduct 
while  he  remained  quietly  there ;  and  at  last  his  genius  sug- 
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gested  that  Island  prisoDf  of  all  spots  in  the  world  the  fittest  for 
the  confinement  of  ao  turbulent  a  spirit — the  rock  of  St.  U«leua« 
When  the  distieasoB  and  diseontent  produced  by  the  peace, 
and  the  re-action  of  the  popular  mind,  threatened  anch  serious 
'  dangers  to  England,  he  stood  forth  the  worthy  snocesaor  of 
Pitt,  to  saye  his  country  horn  the  perils  of  anarchy. 

The  character  of  Lord  Castlercagh  is  ceilaiuly 
here  finely  displayed  by  M.  de  Capefigue,  who  is,  I 
believe,  Uie  first  eminent  writer  that  has  ever  done 

full  justice  to  this  great  but  nuicli  maliirncfl  stat4?s- 
mau.  Speaking  of  tlie  riots  in  the  mauuiacturing 
districts,  and  of  Lord  Byron's  foul  abuse  of  the 
Minister,  M.  de  Oapefigue  asks  If  Enghud  was  to 
be  allowed  to  perisli  to  please  the  poets?"  Of  Lord 
Castlereagh's  home  Government,  he  says : — 

The  Treaty  of  IcSl.)  liad  hanllv  been  si<rucil  before  a  for- 
inidable  cuiispiracv  of  radicalism  iii  arms  arose  in  iMi^jlandj 
Dot  nieryly  easily  Hiij)prc?!?5ed  riots,  but  bodies  of  i(*0,000 
nioii,  who  broke  the  power-looms,  and  pniaircd  the  houses, 
and  tlie  nncicnt  aristocracy  appeared  tiireatened  witii  the  most 
imminent  dan^^^cr.  Y^t.  such  is  the  spirit  of  order  in  that 
country,  and  the  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  the  English  popu- 
lation, that  thc;;e  tumults  wore  not  attended  with  danger. 
On  this  occasion,  the  firm  repressive  spirit  of  Lord  Oastlereagh 
was  fully  manifested.  Without  hesitation,  he  demanded  from 
Parliament  the  flaspeiuioD  of  all  liberty,  even  of  the  Uabeao 
Corpus,  that  powerful  security  of  the  English  oitisen.  The 
troops,  ordered  to  act  vigorouely  against  the  rioters,  showed 
no  eompasslon,  because  there  appeared  no  limit  to  the  dis- 
turbances. How  many  aoensations  were  brought  against  Iiord 
Castlereagh  after  the  riots  at  Manchester  and  Birmingham ! 
The  pamphlet  published  on  the  occasion  represented  him  as 
the  butcher  of  human  Tietims ;  and  Lord  Byron  wrote  some 
lines  on  the  cold  impassiveness  of  his  countenance.  Was 
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EngUmd  to  be  allowed  to  perish  to  plettse  the  poets  ! — or  were 
the  designs  of  housebreakeis  and  destrojeis  of  machineiy  to 
he  seconded  f 

The  Minister  only  did  his  duty  as  a  statesman.  He  saved 
society,  and  what  do  people  want  more!  He  did  it  even  at 
the  peril  of  his  Ihme — a  great  saerifiee  for  those  who  devote 
themselves  to  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  midst  of  disorder. 

Very  vigorous  bills  were  passed  on  the  application  of  the 
Minister  against  foreigners,  and  against  the  instigators  of  the 
disturbances,  and  lie  undertook,  in  Parliament,  the  paiiiful 
task  of  obtaining  repressive  measures.  In  England,  there 
are  resources  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  danger,  because 
there  exists  a  race  of  statesmen,  the  Toriei^''  who  never  give 
way  to  popular  claniour,  and  in  the  most  formidable  riot  a 
degree  of  respect  for  the  laws  is  still  felt,  and  the  people  submit 
to  the  summons  of  the  constable. 

M.  de  Capeiigue  does  justice  to  Lord  Castlereagli 
also  on  other  points-^to  his  high  and  chivalroiis  cha* 
racter,  to  his  eminent  patriotism^  to  his  scorn  of 
senseless  clamour,  to  his  coui*tly  and  graceful  manners, 
and,  above  all,  to  liis  genius  in  fiidng  the  foundations 
of  the  peace  of  1815,  which  has  been  of  such  inesti- 
mable advantage  to  the  whole  civilized  world.  Lord 
CastlereAgh  belongs  to  tlic  same  class  as  Mettemicli, 
Nesselrode,  and  Pozzo  di  Borgo;  and  the  lustie  of 
his  £une  (only  now  begmning  to  be  rightly  estimated) 
will  endure  when  the  very  names  of  his  traducers 
have  sunk  into  merited  obscurity. 

Although  these  latter  sentiments  are  dictated  by  a 
Broths  who  cherished  for  him  the  most  unbounded 
and  devoted  admiration  and  affection,  he  feels  con- 
vinced tliat  they  are  neither  overcharged  nor  mis- 
placed. 
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The  late  liOrd  Londondeny,  at  an  early  period  of 
his  political  career,  made  bis  will;  and,  it  appears, 
never  altered  it.  One  of  the  executors  was  the  late 
George  Holford,  Esq.,  a  most  particular  Mend 
from  his  early  life,  and  a  man  for  whom  he  deservedly 
entertained  the  highest  esteem  and  affection;  the 
other  was  his  professional  adviser,  the  late  William 
Groom,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  At  the  decease 
of  the  testator,  to  these  gentlemen  belonged  all  hia 
Papers,  private  and  public.  The  first  Marquess  of 
LondondeiTy  liad  by  vviU  be(|iieathed  all  his  personals 
to  his  eldest  son;  and,  by  his  eldest  son's  disposition 
before  his  father's  death,  the  chattels,  interest,  papers, 
&c.,  did  not  descend  iii  the  regular  succession.  It 
happeued,  theretbre,  that  the  executoi's  above  men- 
tioned, instead  of  handing  the  papers,  public  and 
priyate,  to  the  hm-at>law,  placed  them  under  the 
control  of  the  Coiut  of  Chancery,  with  ;x  view  of 
exou crating  themselves  from  responsibility,  in  case 
any  of  the  documents  could  be  claimed  by  the  Goyem- 
ment  of  the  countiy.  Various  delays  took  place  be- 
fore I  was  enabled  to  biing  the  (juestion  to  an  issue, 
as  to  my  positive  right,  as  heir-at-law,  to  all  these 
documents.  At  length,  by  the  indefatigable  perse- 
verance and  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Fairer,  llie 
Master  in  Chancerv,  and  bv  the  liii2;lily  honourable 
and  straightforward  decision  of  Lord  Palmcrston,  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  A^Beuts,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Cottenham,  a  great  mass  of  Papers,  public  and  private, 
was  delivered  over  to  me.  On  examination  of  tlie 
ducumeuts,  1  regret  to  say  that  I  discovei*ed  many 
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chasms  and  losses;  and  that^  in  consequence,  it  will 
be  extremely  difficnh  to  make  a  regular  and  connected 
detail  of  the  most  comi)licated  and  interesting  events 
to  which  they  refer,  as  well  as  to  place  the  chief  actor 
in  the  position  in  which  it  is  but  justice  that  Posterity 
should  view  him.  But  my  part  is  to  do  my  best,  and 
not  to  shrink  from  the  difficulties  before  me. 

In  regard  to  the  Biography  of  my  lamented  Brother, 
inchiding  a  connected  nanatiye  of  his  pubtic  transac- 
tions, which  is  comprdiaided  in  the  plan  of  this  col- 
lection, I  did  hope  that  my  task  might  be  reduced  to 
little  more  than  a  discreet  and  judicious  selection 
from  such  materials  and  documents  as  were  in  my 
possession;  but  a  wholly  unforeseen  accident  has 
deprived  uie  of  that  intimate  fraternal  correspondence 
for  twenty-five  successive  years,  which  would  have 
'  formed  the  most  important  part  of  any  work  I  could 
liavc  ofiercd  to  the  public.  On  returning  from  niy 
Enil^assy  to  Vieima^  many  yeai's  since,  I  placed  this 
collection  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  S.  Turner,  who 
was  at  that  time  nominated  and  going  out  as  Bishop 
of  CalciitUi.  Tliis  excellent  and  invaluable  tlivine 
and  friend  had  been  tutor  to  niy  son,  Castlereagli ; 
and,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  family,  he  had 
undertaken  to  arrange  these  Papers,  and  to  commence 

the  Life  ui'  the  late  Mar([iiLS3  of  Londonderry,  aided 
by  various  other  documents  and  iniormation  which 
he  had  collected.  The  vessel,  however,  that  sailed 
for  India  with  Mr.  Turner's  baggage,  eflfects,  papers, 
&c.,  was  unfortunately  >vrecked;  and  thus  ended  all 
my  hopes,  at  that  period,  of  leaving  for  Posterity  such 
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a  record  of  the  Statesman  and  the  Brother  as  I  felt 
that  he  deserved.  I  suggested  the  idea  of  writing  his 

Life  to  Mr.  Turner  alone:  it  was  he  who  applied  to 
Sir  Waiter  iScott  on  the  subject;  and  JSii*  Walter's 
reasons  for  declining  the  task  have  already  been  given 
in  the  letter  from  him,  inserted  in  my  pamphlet  in 
answer  to  Lord  Broiic;ham. 

li\  then,  the  preceding  biographical  particulars  are, 
as  I  am  sensible  they  are,  not  so  complete  and  satis- 
fiustory  as  they  might  be  expected  to  be,  coming 
from  one  who  is  fully  aware  of  his  incompetency  to 
do  justice  to  the  subject  of  them,  he  must  crave  indul- 
gence for  any  deficiencies  that  may  be  perceived  in 
them,  on  the  plea  of  a  double  disappointment,  which 
deprived  him  not  only  of  the  assistance  of  an  accom- 
plished and  eminent  writer  and  compiler,  but  also 
of  the  very  materials  on  which  the  work  was  to  be 
founded. 
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1798. 

The  year  1798  was  ineontestably  the  most  unpor- 

tant  of  nny  in  tlie  modem  annals  of  Ireland,  both  on 
account  of  the  events  which  actually  occuiTed  in  it, 
and  for  those  which  immediately  flowed  irom  them  as 
almost  natural  consequ^ees.  That  turbulent  spirit 
which  unfortunately  pervades  the  character  of  its 
people  iiad  for  luauy  preceding  years  kept  the  coiintry 
in  a  state  of  dangerous  ferment^  and  made  it  a  scene 
of  commotion,  outrage,  and  bloodshed.  The  mass  of 
the  ])0[)iLlaUun  was  divided  into  hostile  associations, 
inflamed  against  each  other  by  animosities,  political 
and  religions.  The  combination  of  Catholics  of  the 
lower  order,  who  called  themsdves  Defenders,  pro* 
duced  that  of  the  Orangemen,  for  the  protection  of 
Protestant  interests.  At  length,  persons  of  a  higher 
chiss  of  society,  assuming  the  appellation  of  United 
Irishmen,  joined,  to  form  a  new  system,  dark  and 
deeply  planned,  for  collecting  those  discordant  ele- 
ments into  one  great  conspiracy,  for  the  treasonable 
purpose  of  oy^rtuniing  the  Goyemment,  and,  with 
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the  asmstsnce  of  France,  scparatmg  Ireland  from  the 

British  Empire,  and  erectiug  it  into  au  iiidepeudeut 
Republic. 

Disappointed  of  French  co-operadon,  partly  by  acci- 
dents of  weather,  partly  by  the  indefatigable  vigilance, 

skill,  and  exertions  of  our  nava!  forces,  the  Directors 
of  the  Society  at  length  resolved  to  dety  single-lianded 
the  whole  power  of  the  GoTemment,  when  their  plans 
were  totaUy  deranged  by  means  of  theur  disclosure. 
Thomas  Reynolds,  a  silk-niereer  of  Dublin,  a  Catholic, 
liaviiii*;  retired  trom  business,  and  purchased  an  estate 
in  the  County  of  Kildare,  had  joined  the  United  Irish- 
men, and  been  appointed  a  Colonel,  also  treasurer  and 
representative  for  his  County,  and  provincial  delegate 
for  Leinster.  This  man  was  induced,  in  the  month 
of  March,  to  reveal  all  that  he  knew  of  the  designs 
of  his  associates  to  the  Irish  Government;  the  con* 
sequence  was,  the  apprehension  of  lour  members  of 
tlie  Executive  Directory,  as  it  was  called,  after  that  oi 
France :  Arthur  O'Connor,  Oliver  Bond,  Dr.  M'Nevin, 
Thomas  Addis  JBuunet.  Lord  Edward  Fitsgmld 
escaped. 

A  new  Directory  was  soon  appointed,  and  betrayed, 
in  like  manner,  by  a  Captun  Armstrong,  of  an  Irish 
militia  regiment,  who  feigned  to  enter  into  the  conspi- 
racy. The  brothers,  John  and  Henry  Sheares,  two 
of  the  new  Directors,  were  apprehended  on  the  21st 
of  May;  Samuel  Neilson  and  many  more  on  the  2dd. 
The  night  of  that  day  had  been  fixed  by  the  conspi- 
rators tor  commencing  operations;  but  Government, 
having  full  information  of  their  schemes,  proclaimed 
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Dublin  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  placed  triple  guards 

at  all  important  posts,  and  effectually  secured  the 
metropolis  from  tlic  intended  attack. 

Though  the  prime  conductore  of  the  conspiiacy 
were  in  prison,  the  inferior  agents  ventured  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  execution  of  the  desii^n.  Baffled  at  the 
metropolis,  the  attempts  of  their  bands,  provided  with 
scarcely  any  arms  but  clumsy  pikes,  were  chiefly  con- 
fined to  small  country  towns.  TiU  the  middle  of  July, 
civil  war,  in  its  most  hideous  form,  ravaged  some  of 
the  western  counties,  particularly  Wicklow  and  Wex- 
ford. The  sanguinary  scenes  enacted  there,  not  by 
rebels  only,  but  by  the  King^s  forces  also,  were  most 
disgraceful  to  both  parties ;  but  what  to  me  appears 
to  be  particularly  striking  in  the  atrocities  recorded  by 
historians  is  the  detestable  ingratitude  which  appears 
so  frequently  in  the  conduct  of  the  lower  Irisli  as 
almost  to  make  one  doubt  w^hether  attachment  or 
kindly  feeling  for  benefits  received  find  any  place  in 
the  national  character. 

i\jnidst  the  contusion  incident  to  tins  struggle,  the 
Marquess  Comwallis  was  selected  to  succeed  £arl 
Camden  as  Lord  Lieut^iant,  and  he  arrived  in  Dublin 
on  the  20th  of  June.  His  his^h  military  reputation, 
and  civil  administration  of  India,  pointed  him  out 
as  peculiarly  qualified  for  combining  the  command 
of  the  army  with  the  general  government  of  the 
kingdom.  The  first  measure  wliicli  lie  adopted 
was  to  offer  by  Proclamation,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
his  Majesty's  pardon  to  all  rebels  who  should  sur- 
render, and  deliver  up  tiieir  arms,  before  a  certain 
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dftj .  Some  of  the  most  notorious  offenders  in  custody 
were  tried  by  a  special  commission,  condemned,  and 

executed.  Auioiig  these  were  J ohii  and  Henry  Sheares, 
M'Cann,  B3Tnej  and  others.  Oliver  Bond,  who  was 
condemned  on  the  2dd  of  July,  had  strong  interest 
made  to  save  his  life,  especially  by  his  fellow-prisoners 
of  the  Executive  Directoiy,  whu,  ou  couditiou  that  it 
should  be  spared,  agreed  to  make  a  full  confession  to 
Govemment  of  all  their  treasonable  designs.  That 
confession  will  be  found  in  tliis  Voliiiiie.  Bond  was 
accordingly  pardoned,  but  died  soon  a  fit  en- wards  iu 
prison.  Lord  Odward  FitEgeraid,  apprehended  on  the 
19th  of  May  in  Dublin,  died  in  Newgate  on  the  4th 
of  June,  from  the  effect  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
desperate  I'esistance  which  he  made.  Some  of  the 
most  determined  of  the  rebels  continued  to  lurk  about 
the  mountains  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford;  but  they 
finally  ^lisappeared  after  Hacket  was  killed,  and  Holt 
hui  reudered  for  transportation,  licspccting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  rebel  Irish  emigrants  in  Paris  and  on 
the  Continent,  very  interesting  details  obtained  by  the 
British  Government,  from  unknown  soui'ces,  will  be 
Ibuiid  in  this  Volume. 

The  next  great  event  of  the  year  17d8  was  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  hmding  of  a  body  of  French 
troops,  under  General  Humbert,  at  Killala,  in  the 
County  of  Mayo,  on  the  2  2d  of  August.  Their  num- 
ber did  not  exceed  1,100  men;  but  their  commander, 
making  amends  for  its  smallness  by  the  dedsion  and 
rapidity  of  his  movements,  advanced  to  Castlebar,  and 
gained  an  advantage  over  Greueral  Lake.   After  this 
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partial  success,  the  iuvaders  were  joined  by  many  of 
the  Irish  peasantry.  Meanwhile,  Lord  Cornwaliiti, 
flenfidble  of  the  danger,  notwithBtanding  the  inferior 
ibroe  of  the  enemy,  marched  in  person,  at  the  head 
of  a  fbiriiidable  army,  to  meet  the  invaders,  and 
pressed  them  so  closely,  that,  on  the  8th  of  Septem* 
her,  Humbert  ms  obliged  to  capitulate  at  Ballyna- 
muck.  The  public  was  astonished  to  learn  that  the 
whole  remainder  of  a  force  which  had  excited  so 
much  alarm  amounted  to  844.  The  priscmers  were 
ordered  by  the  Government  to  be  forwarded  imme- 
diately to  London,  to  Im?  set  at  liberty,  and  to  be  sent 
home  without  exchange. 

The  little  army  of  Humbert  had  been  intended  as 
the  vanguard  only  of  a  much  more  formidable  force. 
On  the  IGtli  ut  Septeuilier,  a  brig  trum  France  arrived 
at  the  little  Isle  of  Rutlaud,  on  the  noilh-west  coast 
of  Denial,  and  landed  her  crew,  including  James 
Najiper  Tandy,  one  of  the  Irish  rebel  emigrants,  now 
invested  with  the  rank  of  General  of  Brigade  in  the 
French  service.  Astonished  to  learn  the  surrender  of 
Humbert;  they  re-embarked,  and  (quitted  the  coast  of 
Irelaiul.  Tandy  was  afterwards  taken  at  Hamburg, 
and  tried  atLiii'ord  assizes  in  1801 ;  he  pleaded  guilty, 
was  condemned,  but  permitted  to  emigrate  to  France, 
where  he  died  soon  afterwards. 

At  length,  on  the  11th  of  October,  the  principal 
French  armament  appeared  off  the  coast  of  Donegal. 
It  consisted  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  the  Hoche,  and 
eic:ht  fi  io;ates,  witli  four  or  five  thousand  troops.  Pur- 
sued on  the  tbilowiug  day  by  the  squadrou  of  Sir 
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John  Borlase  Warren,  the  Hoche  and  six  of  the  fri- 
gates were  taken.  Another  squadron  of  three  frigates^ 

with  2000  laud  troops,  destined  to  co-operate  with  the 
former,  anchored  in  the  hay  of  KiUala  on  the  27th 
of  the  same  month;  hut,  on  the  appearance  of  some 
English  ships,  sheered  off  precipitately  for  Prance,  and 
escaped  pursuit.  On  hoard  the  Hoche  was  found 
Theohald  Wolf  Tone,  who  had  distinguished  himself 
hy  his  zeal  and  talents  in  the  Sodety  of  the  United 
Irish.  He  was  tried  hy  a  eonrt-martia]  in  Buhlin, 
where  he  neither  denied  nor  excused  his  crime,  but 
rested  his  defence  on  heing  a  citizen  of  France  and  an 
oHicer  in  the  service  of  that  country.  Being  con* 
demned,  he  requested  the  indulgence  of  heing  shot  as 
a  soldier,  instead  ol  being  hanged  as  a  felon ;  and,  on 
its  refusal,  he  cut  his  throat  in  prison,  and  died  of  the 
wound  on  the  19th  of  Novemher. 

The  mischief  sustained  by  the  country  from  this 
unnatm*al  contest  is  incalculable.  The  nimiber  ot 
lives  lost  in  it  was  computed  at  30,000.  Soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  insurrection,  the  sum  of 
£100,000  was  voted  by  the  Irish  House  of  Commons 
for  the  immediate  reliet  ot  sucii  retugees  as  should 
appear  to  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence^  and 
a  most  respectable  body  of  commissioners  superin* 
tended  its  distribution  ui  sums  not  exceedina:  .€50  each. 
The  Government  afterwards  extended  its  views  to  the 
compensation  of  loyalists,  the  total  of  whose  claims 
amounted  to  £1,023,000,  of  which  dB515,000  belonged 
to  the  County  of  Wexford.  Tlie  estimates  were,  on 
the  whole,  in  my  opinion,"  says  the  lie  v.  James  Gor- 
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don,^  ^*8o  moderate  as  not  to  exceed  two-thirds  of  the 

reality.  A  million  iiinv  l)e  moderate  for  the  losses  of 
people  who,  barred  tram  compensation,  sent  no  esti- 
mates. Thus,  the  whole  detriment  may  not  have 
iallen  fer  short  of  even  three  millions/'  The  same 
writer  justly  observes  that,  iu  additioii  tu  the  loss  oi* 
life  and  property,  we  mui^t  take  into  accouut  the 
suspension  of  industry,  the  ohstruetion  of  commerce, 
the  interruption  of  credit,  and,  ahove  all,  the  depra- 
vation of  morals,  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  the 
damage  sustamed  by  an  outburst  so  rash  and  so  pre- 
posterous, if  the  means  be  compared  with  the  end 
proposed,  as  to  appear  the  suggestion  of  downright 
insanity. 

From  the  Papers  towards  the  conclubion  of  1798, 
it  will  be  seen  with  what  warmth  the  Governments 
of  both  countries,  enlightened  by  the  experience 
of  tlie  past  events  of  the  year^  had  seized  the  idea  of 
an  incorporation  of  the  two  Islaud^i  into  one  Empire 
by  a  L^slative  Union.  Such  a  measure  had  been 
proposed,  in  1708  and  1707,  by  the  Irish  Peers,  in 
addresses  to  Queen  Aime :  but  their  washes  were 
coldly  received,  and  no  further  notice  was  taken  of 
them.  When,  in  process  of  time,  the  nation  acquired 
importance  through  the  interference  of  the  volunteers, 
and  its  Parliauient  was  declared  independent  in  1782, 
the  British  Cabinet  earnestly  wished  for  incoq)oration; 
but  the  idea  had  long  ceased  to  be  palatable  to  the 
Peers,  and  had  always  been  unpopular,  indeed,  odious 
to  the  Conimoiis  and  to  the  mass  of  the  people. 
'  in  hie  Uistoiy  of  IreUod,  463. 
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Aft^  two  such  escapes  as  ike  nation  bad  just  had^ 
from  the  bonors  of  rebellion  in  the  first  place,  and 

from  those  of  invafsiuu  in  the  next,  the  British  admi- 
nistmtioii  conceived  that  the  time  was  at  length  come 
for  proposing  the  measure  of  Union  with  some  chance 
of  success,  confident,  at  least,  that  it  would  not  run  the 
risk  of  rejection  by  the  sterling  good  sense  of  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament;  and  preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  introducing  it  to  public  discussion  in  Ireland, 
previously  to  its  being  submitted  to  the  Legislature. 
A  pamphlet,  entitled  iVigimients  for  and  against  a 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  written 
by  Mr.  Cooke,  under-secretary  of  State  in  the  Civil 
department,  one  of  Hie  most  able  and  distinguished 
pubhc  servants  that  Ireland  ever  had,  and  subsequently 
for  many  years  under-secretaiy  of  State  in  England, 
was  published  under  the  auspices  of  Government. 
This  was  regarded  as  an  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  admiuistratiou  in  favour  of  the  measure ;  and  such 
a  flame  of  controvmy  was  kindled  that  not  fewer 
than  thirty  pamphlets  on  the  subject  were  pubUshed 
in  Ireland  before  the  end  of  the  year,  besides  tlie  ve- 
iiemeut  contest  incessantly  kept  up  in  the  newspapei*$ 
till  the  final  decision.  I  shall  again  quote  the  reve- 
rend historian : 

The  nation  became  divided  anew  into  two  parties,  the  Union- 
ists and  Aiiti-unionists.  in  each  of  wliich  were  intlitjcriuiinately 
ranged  Royalists,  Croppies,  Orangemen,  and  Cathohcs.  Conn- 
tie",  rf)rponition8,  and  other  aggrejrate  bodio«  were  sunmioiied  to 
declare  their  opinions.  The  lawyers  were  mostly  A nti-unionists, 
as  their  practice  at  the  Irisli  bar  would  exclude  them  from 
sittiDg  in  Parliament  in  England  by  the  impossibility  of  their 
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attendance  in  botb.   In  the  aesembly  of  these,  held  in  Dublin 

on  the  9th  of  December,  a  resolution  was  voted,  by  a  majority 
of  166  a<^ainst  42,  that  the  iiictisuro  of  a  Legislative  Union 
was  an  innovation  of  highly  duugeroui»  and  improper  proposal 
at  the  present  juncture.  To  tlie  citizens  of  Dublin  the  sub- 
ject was  not  les-  inr trotting.  That  their  city  would  be  de- 
graded from  tile  dignity  of  a  metropolis,  when  Ireland  should 
have  ceased  to  be  a  kingdom,  and  impoverished  by  the  reuKn  al 
of  the  expenditure  made  every  year  in  it  by  members  of  Par- 
liament and  their  followers,  was  matter  of  serious  alarm. 
Resolutions  of  similar  import  to  tliat  of  the  lawyers  were  voted 
on  the  1 7th  of  December,  by  a  post-assembly  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Sheriffii,  commons,  and  dtiaens,  and,  on  the  followiii{( 
dajf  by  the  bankers  and  merehants.  To  gam  proselytes 
throughout  the  kingdom  no  exertions  were  omitted  by  either 
party,  but  the  general  tenour  of  public  declarations  was  adverse 
to  a  union;  and  language  was  used  on  some  occasions  ex> 
pressive  nearly  of  defiance  and  sedition. 

Such  were  the  elements  with  which  Lord  Castle* 
reagli,  who  was  specially  charged  by  his  situation  with 
the  conduct  of  this  measure,  had  to  couteud,  winch 
required,  as  we  shall  see,  for  the  nest  year  and  a  hali^ 
the  exertion  of  no  ordinary  energies,  perseverance, 
and  address. 

The  two  letters  with  which  the  Correspoudcuce 
commences  are  more  of  a  private  and  fiunily  character 
than  the  generality  of  those  in  the  followii^  multi- 
farious series;  but,  being  of  the  oldest  date  in  my 
possession  and  of  some  interest,  I  hesitate  not  to  intro- 
duce them. 
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Lord  Baykam^  io  tke  Ham.  Itobmi  SiawoH. 

Berkeley  Square,  Febnuiy  4i  1798. 

Dear  Robert — 1  very  Kttle  dwierre  the  indulfl^nce  and  the 
iufoniiatioii  ^ou  have  given  haviiiir  neither  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  your  two  exc^^llent  letters,  nor  informed  you  of 
the  impression  the  state  of  your  country  makes  in  this.  1  am 
sorry  to  confess  my  ideas  upon  the  subject  are  very  gloomy  $ 
and  1  have  no  oonoeption,  in  these  times,  when  rights  are 
pushed  to  the  ntmost  extremity,  and  reform  knows  no  hounds, 
of  giving  to  any  nation,  and  leas  to  one  of  the  deseription  of 
youFH,  whose  eharaeterisUe  is  certainly  not  moderation,  the 
sort  of  latitude  which  the  questions  about  to  take  place  in  Ire- 
land will  give  them.  I  iiiiient,  and  upon  oonsideratiun  aiii 
clearly  of  my  &tlier''8  opinion,  that  Ireland  must  be  our  pro- 
vince, if  slie  will  not  be  persuaded  to  a  Union ;  and,  if  she 
would,  she  ought  and  would  enjoy  complete  and  reciprocal 
benefits  with  this  countiy.  This  is  my  opinion ;  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  politics  there,  it  would  be  dangerous  either  to 
maintain  that  opinion,  or  to  act  in  consequence  of  it ;  and  the 
desirable  thing  at  present  is  to  quiet  and  to  satisfy  the  minds 
of  the  moderate  men,  such  as  vou  and  vour  fatlit  r.  and  a  few 
others;  for  yon  ^ive  a  credit  to  those  of  a  more  violent  di.sjX)- 
sition,  who  will  unite  with  you  till  you  are  alarnx d,  and  will 
then  have  gauied  strength  and  consequence  enough  to  do  with- 
out you.  At  the  same  time  that  we  in  England  give  yon  this 
solif^^Kltott,  we  should  take  great  care  not  to  give  from  our- 
selves that  degree  of  command  and  mfluence  in  Ireland,  which 
18  essential  to  both  your  prosperity  and  our  eonsequenee.  The 
reform  of  Parliament  must  now  bo  carried,  and,  if  it  can  be 
done,  with  moderation.    I  am  by  no  means  sure  it  may  be 

*  Lord  Bsyham  sneeeeded  to  tbe  Iuhmnus  of  his  firther,  Esrl  Csindea, 
in  April,  1794.  Hit  sitter,  it  will  be  reeollectod,  wst  teeond  wife  of  the 
flnt  Lord  LondoDdeny,  and  the  revered  and  seoompliilied  mother  of  tiw 
writer,  tbe  prctent  Lord  L. 
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attended  with  advantages,  hot  T  think  it  ought  to  be  nnder- 
takcn  (if  it  is  possible  to  brinjr  them  together)  with  the  joint 
efforts  of  both  the  govprnments  and  the  oppo.sitioii  j  that,  if 
it  k  possible  to  peirsnade  the  House  to  adjourn  that  considera- 
tion for  six  weeks  or  two  months,  that  time  should  be  employed 
in  forming  with  the  landed  gentlemen  »  plan,  which  they  should 
hind  themaeWee  to  rapport,  and  not  suffer  their  Tiolont  and 
heated  imaginations  to  rush  beyond  such  a  limit.  This  mea- 
Hun^  slioulJ  certitialv  he  carried  bv  the  House  of  Commons 
theriii^t'lves.  and.  for  tin'  sake  of  the  country  more  tliaii  its  own. 
Government  should  be  sutiiBred  to  take  her  share  in  the  mea> 
sure.  I  think  county  meetings  should  be  as  much  discouraged 
as  possible,  for  the  Parliament  will  then  gain  no  erM,  to  gain 
which  for  them  in  future  is  the  best  aigument  for  the  measure. 
In  consideration  of  this  acquisition  that  you  will  gain,  I  think 
a  Militia  should  be  supported,  and  every  possible  exertion  made 
to  disembody  the  Vohui Leers  j  and  I  am  particularly  sorry  to 
see,  at  the  end  of  the  County  of  Down  resolutions,  signed  by  Mr. 
Forde,  thanks  to  the  Volunteers,  and  expressions  of  disappro- 
bation of  a  Militia. 

As  the  Protestants  will  then  be  indulged,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics must,  from  their  numhen  and  the  promises  they  have 
received,  have  some  concessions ;  and,  if  you  give  a  certain 
latitude  to  them  of  votinG"  for  members,  the  intellifjihls  grievance 
of  having  no  representation  will  be  done  awa3%  and  I  should 
hope  they  would  be  indulged  no  farther,  and  upon  no  account 
be  suffered  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  think,  too,  you 
should  have  a  Place  Bill,  and  the  Pension  List  ought  to  be 
stinted.  A  Besponsibility  Bill,  if  it  is  thought  of,  should 
certainly  not  reach  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  secretary, 
for  it  would  be  too  dangerous  to  trust  the  lives  and  the  cha- 
racters ot'  Kuij^lishmrn  to  the  prejudice  {which  is  not  unnatural) 
of  an  Irish  country  justice.  I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  veiy  prejudiced  Englishman ;  but,  though 
I  am  so,  I  cannot  see  any  way  out  of  the  present  difficulties 
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without  ieveral  of  thi»  oonoesBions  I  hftye  montioned ;  bat  they 
should  be  oemtioiied  to  be  giyen  upon  a  good  undefstanding 
between  the  two  oonntriee,  md  between  our  Government  there 

uiiJ  the  Irish  interestfl  ;  for  if  they  are  to  be  continually  en- 
gaging with  each  other,  the  trinmphs  and  the  disappointments 
on  each  side  will  only  serve  to  exasperate  them,  and  tear  the 
country  to  pieces.  If  Lord  WestmorlMid  has  too  much  spirit 
to  flubmit  to  a  ohange  of  meMuree,  or  from  any  other  cause  is  to 
be  teeaUedf  I  tnitt  snother  man  maj  be  found  equally  attentive 
to  English  interests,  and  more  oondlialoiy  to  the  Irish  ftehng. 

I  have  given  you  my  opinions,  veiy  ill  worth  your  having, 
upon  Irish  politics.  I  fear  you  will  think  them  given  in  a 
more  dictatorial  and  dosinatical  way  tlian  becomes  one  a.^  little 
exp*  l  ii  need  as  I  ani,  and  wlio  have  no  autliority  to  quote,  and 
merely  mention  t)ie  inipretwiou  which  it  made  upon  my  mind. 
I  believe  we  look  to  the  same  end.  I  am  not  sure  the  means 
we  should  use  aio  veiy  dissimilar,  though  the  motives  ai«  very 
diflersnt ;  and  I  oonfess  I  should  be  mneh  better  pleased  if  yon 
did  not  make  useof  ourahvmingsttuation  as  the  means  of  gaming 
your  ends.  I  hope  you  will,  consistently  with  your  Irish  situ- 
ation, be  as  moderate  as  you  can.  as  I  really  think  much  depends 
upon  persons  of  your  description  acting  lionourably  and  coolly. 

Pitt  made  one  of  his  most  eloquent  and  ibrcible  speeches  on 
Friday,  and  the  House  was  eager,  to  the  greatest  degree,  to 
express  their  readiness,  and  almost  an  anxiety  for  war,  which 
af^ean  inevitable.  It  seems  as  if  we  were  eaeh  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  of  making  the  other  declare  it.  Intelligence  was 
yesterday  received  that  the  French  had  laid  an  embargo  on  all 
our  yhiprt,  and  those  of  other  nations  hound  tliither,  and  only 
passage-hoatf  are  allowed  to  go  between  Calais  and  Dover. 
Fox  .still  continues  to  hold  the  same  violent  language,  and  is 
oertainly  losing  some  of  his  friends ;  the  navy  is  manning  as  fiist 
as  possible;  and,  as  the  soandalous  behaviour  of  our  enemies 
gives  us  reason  to  hope  that  Providence  will  be  on  our  side,  I 
trust  we  may  hope  for  a  sneeesBlhi  termination  of  this  measure. 
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I  really  hope  you  will  not  suffer  your  nstional  feeling  to 
earry  you  too  flir ;  in  Ireland,  the  only  ehanee  of  a  ^ood  settle- 
ment is  a  little  delay,  to  i^ve  men  time  to  digest  and  to  form 
tlieir  plaTi.  I  trust  we  shall  hear  that  some  idea  of  that  8ort  is 
adopted.  You  will  gratify  me  very  much  by  sometimes  writing 
to  me,  and  1  beg  you  to  tell  Lord  Londonderry  that  I  will  do 
all  I  can  for  Glelaod.   He  ia  to  go  with  Captain  Hardinge.^ 

Erer  yom  inoet  affectionately,  B. 


Lord  Camden  to  ilte  Hon,  Robert  Stewart, 

Berkeley  Square,  June  28,  1794. 
Dear  Robert — You  will  be  <rhul  to  hoar  tliat  1  have  had  a 
conversation  witli  Pitt  pertectly  «atisfactory  to  me.  I  think 
it,  however,  (pitte  certain  that  the  office  we  have  mentioned 
will  be  given  to  one  of  the  persons  who  are  likely  soon  to  join 
administrtttion.  There  are  bo  few  offices  and  so  many  claim- 
ants in  that  party,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  offer  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy,  and  as  certain  that  one  of  them  will  take  it.  Pitt 
assured  me,  and  convinced  me,  that  no  specific  offer  has  been 
made  of  that  office  to  aiiv  one,  but  that,  in  <  <aiversation,  it  liad 
been  held  out  that  it  would  be  to  be  disposed  of  \  that  he  had 
meant  to  have  spoken  to  me  every  day  for  the  last  month,  but 
expected  something  more  specific  would  arise  respecting  this 
arrangement;  that  he  considered  me  as  so  much  his  friend, 
that  I  would  not,  had  I  had  an  absolute  promise,  insist  upon 
the  fulfilment  of  it,  if  the  office  alluded  to  was  necessary  in  a 
great  arrangement  of  this  sort ;  that  not  only  he,  but  his  col- 
leagues and  the  King,  had  exprebi^ed  their  approbation  of  my 

'  Captain  George  Nicholas  Ilardinge  was  an  elder  brother  of  Lord 
Uardinge,  whose  early  distinction  in  the  naval  profession  afforded  the 
fairest  promise  of  not  less  eminenre  in  that  career  than  the  conqueror  of 
Lahore  and  the  pacificntor  ol'  Iiulia  hns  acquired  in  the  military  and  civil 
service.  .Vs  Captaui  oi  li.M.S.  the  Snn  Fiorenzo,  of  38  guns,  he  fell, on 
the  8th  of  March,  1808,  in  an  altuck  oil  the  Island  of  Ceylon  with  the 
French  frigate  La  ricdmontaise,  of  50  guns,  the  capture  of  which  added 
another  gloiious  wreath  to  the  numbers  won  during  that  war  by  our 
nsYil  hcffoet. 
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going  to  Irelandf  in  preference  to  anjr  other  individual^  and 
that  T  did  not  give  way  to  any  other  man,  but  to  a  great  coa- 
lition. How0V6r»  he  was  not  certain  that  at  last  the  arrange- 
ment would  take  place,  and,  at  all  evente,  thought  Westmor- 
land would  stay  another  session. 

I  told  Pitt  that  I  had  heen  hurt  at  his  not  speaking  to 
inc.  lie  said  he  had  been  so  tormented  for  the  last  two  months, 
that  he  liad  liad  iio  time  to  think  of  anythin":  wliich  it  was  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  decide  at  the  niomeut.  I  think  it 
therefore  quite  certain  that  I  shall  nut  go  to  Ireland ;  and  yon 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  my  mind  is  at  ease  npon  that  subjeet, 
although  I  by  no  means  give  up  the  idea  of  an  aetiye  employment. 

Ypres  is  taken,  and  Chui&yt  and  the  Bnke  of  York  have 
boih  retreated ;  and  affiun  in  Flanders  are  going  on  very  111. 

Pray  remember  Lady  C.  to  Lady  Emily,  and  believe  mo, 
most  affectionately  yours,  Camden. 


I%s  Bev.  Br,  Lanigatiy  Roman  Catholic  Biilup  of  Ostory^  to 

the  Be9.  Dr.  Trot/.^ 

Bnllyraggei,  March  10,  1798. 

Most  BsT.  Sir — I  was  absent  from  Kilkenny  these  eight  days, 
and  was  a  great  part  of  that  time  occupied  with  the  priests 
that  border  on  the  Queen'*s  Gounty,  ui  consulting  them,  and 
concerting  measures  with  them,  in  order  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  introduction  of  United  Irishmen  and  their  principles  into 
this  County.  The  letter  you  lionoureU  me  with  wa>i  sent  after 
me,  and  I  received  it  there.  I  eould  make  thic  short  but  true 
answer  to  it,  that  the  charges  mentioned  Uiere  against  the 
priests  and  me  are  false,  malicious,  and  groundless.  It  is 
necessaiy,  perhaps,  to  prove  this  more  at  large.  I  beg  your 
patience,  then,  while  I  state  the  &cts,  as  they  happened. 

A  sermon  was  preached  in  St.  Jameses  chapel,  about  a  month 
ago,  on  Faith,  its  neeesstty,  its  utility,  and  the  conditions  re- 
quired for  true  faith.    The  preacher  had  in  view  only  to  cou- 

'  CatboUc  archbvtbop  of  Dublin. 
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filte  thd  lax  principles  of  the  richer  Roman  CSatholics,  who, 
under  pretext  of  libemlity  of  sentiment,  wished  to  eetabliah  an 

indili'ereuco  about  all  reli^Mou  and  all  relis^ous  modes  of  wor- 
ship. Tliis  sermon  wslh  most  maliciously  misn'presentod  in 
towu  J  probably,  by  some  Protestants  who  were  present.  Sir 
Charles  Asgill  and  the  mayor  came  to  me  about  it.  Sir 
Charles  flaid  that  he  was  mged  hj  some  Protestants  in  town 
to  pttrsne  this  business ;  and  said,  further,  that  he  was  told  by 
them,  that  the  prici^t  preached  agunst  Government*  As  ftras 
I  can  recollect  my  words,  I  answered  him  as  follows— that 
*'  the  sermon  was  atraiin:''ly  j>i>rvertt'd  in  town  ;  that  it  contained 
nothing  directly  or  indirectly  against  Grovemment ;  that  it  was 
directed  rather  against  Catholics  of  loose  principles  than  against 
any  other  persons ;  that  what  I  asserted  would  be  proved  by 
the  testimony  of  more  than  1500  persons  who  were  present, 
and  many  of  these  the  most  respectable  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  city and,  to  convince  him  entirely  of  the  truth  of  what 
I  sidd,  I  sent  the  sermon  itself  to  the  mayor  and  to  liiin.  The 
mayor,  after  rtaJiiig  it,  declared  tliat  the  priest  .said  nothing 
but  what  a  zealous  Roman  Catholic  priest  would  say.  Be- 
fbre  Sir  Charles  left  me,  1  solenmly  declared  to  him  that, 
attached  by  conscience  and  by  principle  to  his  Majesty  and  to 
his  Government,  I  would  neither  say  myself,  nor  suffer  to  be 
said  by  any  body  else,  if  I  could  prevent  it,  any  thin^^  con- 
trary to  the  respect  and  obedience  due  to  both,  by  every  guod 
subject.  And,  for  the  truth  of  all  this.  I  confidently  appeal  to 
the  honour  of  Sir  Charles  and  the  mayor.  As  for  the  charge 
of  our  holding  no  commonion  with  Protestants,  I  never  heard 
of  it  before  I  saw  it  in  your  letter.  Among  all  the  perver* 
sions  of  the  sermon^  tkai  was  never  mentioned  to  me.  There 
was  not  a  single  sentence  in  the  sermon  abont  it ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  do  not  see  how  any  one  could  extort  such  a  sense 
out  of  it,  except  a  man  who  spoke  once  in  Paiiiamont  against 
your  pcutoral  charge. 

Let  me  make  one  remark  before  I  condade.  The  priests 
VOL.  I.  M 
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told  me,  and  I  believe  ihem,  tlutt  the  liMr  of  twHUflnimtion 
pments  them  ftom  opeaking  m  mnch  m  they  wished  igMnei 
United  IriehmeD*   Thii  did  not  deter  me  from  expoeing^  at 

the  altar,  in  the  ii(  i^hbonriiood  of  the  Queeii'*0  County,  their 
horrid  priin  iples;  exccratin<;  them  as  well  as  1  coiiM  and 
warning  the  poor  people  not  to  be  deluded  by  these  nioiist*  rs. 
I  told  them  that  they  should  rather  lose  their  lives  than 
take  the  infernal  oath  of  the  United  Irishmen  ;  and  declared, 
at  the  same  time,  that  I  wonld  prefer  death  before  I  mnild 
take  it  myself.  Does  it  not  appear  odd  enough  that,  while  I 
was  thns  employed,  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  oomjdaints  should 
be  lodged  against  me  in  Dnfalin,  and  to  GoTomment,  as  abetting 
sermons  of  danerewMifl  tendency  in  Kilkenny? 

Tills  long  account  has,  perhaps,  tired  you  j  I  know  it  has 
myself.  Yet  I  could  not  say  much  less  on  this  extraordinary 
oooasion. 

1  have  the  honour  to  he, 

JAM£d  LaNIGAN. 


Lard  ChrmvUk*  <o  Lord  Camdm^  Lord  LimttMUMt  of  Ireland. 

devehod  Bow,  March  80, 1798. 

My  dear  Lord  Camden— I  send  you  a  very  imperfect 
sketch,  which  I  have  allowed  to  be  printed,  of  the  heads  of  a 
speech  made  m  answer  to  a  virulent  invective  against  us  all. 
My  prinoipal  reason  for  consenting  to  the  publication  in  this 
▼ery  omde  and  insufficient  form  was  my  strong  desire  to  give 
notoiiety  to  some  of  the  fiMsts  whioh  it  oontains,  and  partieulaily 
to  the  ^diaige  made  at  the  elose  of  it^  a/nd  n«$  answer^d^  of  a 
eonneotion  between  the  Opposition  and  the  treasonable  soeie- 
ties  here. 

I  hope  you  do  not  mean  to  suffer  your  Parliament  to  sepa- 
rate without  some  act  of  attainder  against  the  fugitives.  I 
have  been  a  little  considering  with  myself  the  principle  of  our 
oonstitution  with  respect  to  Bills  of  Pains  and  PimHies,  par- 
^  SeemaiyctfStitelbrFQseign  Ai&in. 
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tieolarly  as  it  is  to  be  coUoeted  from  the  proeeeding  againat 
Atterbuiy,^  bad  in  yeiy  goed  times,  and  under  tlie  dineotiioii  of 
aome  of  the  ablest  lawjrere  we  haye  had. 

It  seeiiib  to  me  that,  if  the  existence  of  a  treasonable  plot  bo 
proved  by  the  conviction  at  laic  of  some  of  tho  uiieuders,  and 
if  it  can  be  shown  by  safficient  evidence,  both  that  other  persons 
were  generally  concerned  in  the  practices  conneoted  with  and 
formii^i;  a  part  of  that  conspiracy,  and  that  nnnenal  meana 
have  been  need  to  depriYe  the  pablie  of  the  testinumy  of  thoae 
witneeeea,  by  whom  the  partiedar  overt  aeta  eonld  have  been 
proTed,  ench  means  bang  need  either  with  the  privity  of  the 
persons  so  concerned,  or  as  a  part  of  the  general  system  and 
conspiracy  in  which  they  were  engaged,  that,  in  such  case,  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  punish  by  legislative  act,  not  going  to 
V^t  or  limb,  is  unquestionable  in  praetioe,  and  consonant  to  all 
the  tme  principlee  of  justice. 

The  great  caution  which  aach  a  subject  aa  that  of  iegislatiTe 
mteiferenoe  Ibr  the  purpose  of  punishment  naturally  requires 
ftom  honest  men  has  made  me  desirous  that  this  proposition 
sliould  be  as  distinctly  stated  as  I  have  tried  to  do  it  above  ; 
and  that  it  sliuuid  then  be  weighed  and  considered ;  the  present 
moment  and  circumstances  in  Ireland  being  certainly  such  as 
to  require  (if  ever)  the  interposition  of  Parliament,  to  cheek  by 
any  constitationai  exercise  of  its  authority  the  progress  of 
a  rebellion,  which  is  aUnoet  disputing  for  pie-eminenee  and 
superiority  of  power  witii  the  lawful  government. 

I  need  not  observe  to  you  that  this  reasoning  applies  only 
to  Bills  of  Puns  and  Penalties  against  ofienders  who  cannot 
be  convicted  by  the  ordinary  couree  of  law,  and  not  at  all  to 
Bills  of  Attainder  in  default  of  surrender,  the  principle  of  which 
is  obvious,  and  liable  to  no  difHculty,  that  1  am  aware  of. 

They  have  not  been  usual,  as  I  believe,  at  least  not  so  usual 
in  the  cases  where  the  proceedings  have  not  been  instituted 

*  Ktbop  cf  Bochestcr,  time  of  George  T.,  who  was  IhoM  pnioeeded 
agsiost  by  the  Gownmieiit  for  conspiriog  to  bring  in  the  Pretender. 
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airainst  the  offenders  iu  Parliament ;  but  T  do  not  think  that 
this  difference  at  all  affects  the  principle,  or  that  any  good 
KMon  can  be  assigned  against  enforcing,  by  legislative  pro- 
ceeding, the  appearanoe  of  the  King^s  snbjects  to  answer  in  the 
courts  below  to  ehaiges  of  traason  against  them. 

Excuse  these  su^estions,  which,  very  likely,  yonr  own 
reflections  have  anticipated,  and  believe  me,  ever  yours,  most 
truly,    Grenville. 

Lord  €asU0r0affk  to  Sir  Jialph  Ab^rcromby^  Bart,^  Commmder- 

in-Vhirf  in  Irekmd, 

Dublin  CMUe»  March  80»  1796. 
Sir— I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency,  the  Lord-Liente- 

nant,  to  communicate  to  you  his  Excellency's  orders,  that  you 
do  furtliwitli  direct  the  military  to  act,  witliout  waitiuf:  for 
directions  from  the  civil  magistrates,  in  dispersing  any  tumul- 
toons  unlawiul  assemblies  of  persons,  threatening  the  peace  of 
the  realm,  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his 
]llajesty'*s  loyal  snbjects,  wheresoever  collected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  yon  a  proclamation,  which 
has  been  issued  this  day  by  the  Lord-Lient^nant  in  council, 
and  am  directed  to  convey  to  vou  his  Excel lcncv'*8  orders,  that 
you  do  employ  the  troops  under  your  command  in  the  dis- 
turbed districts ;  particularly  in  the  counties  of  Kildare, 
Tipperary,  Limerick,  Cork,  King's  County,  Queens's  County, 
and  Kilkenny ;  and  in  such  others  as  shall  become  disturbed, 
or  appear  to  you  in  danger  of  becoming  so,  to  crush  the  rebel* 
lion  in  whatever  shape  it  shall  show  itself,  by  the  most  sum- 
mary military  measures,  and  that  you  do  employ  similar 
means  effectually  to  disann  the  rebels  ;  particularly  to  recover 
the  arms  forcibly  and  traitorously  taken  from  the  well-affected 
inhabitants,  and  to  afford  protection  to  all  his  Majesty's  loyal 
snbjects. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Castli^baoh. 
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S€eri0t  InfarmaHon  rmf^in^  MoMa  PrtparaiWM  in  Fraiek 
PorU  in  Fthruary  and  JUarck^  1798.* 

5th  February.  Sailed  from  Gravesend,  OH  board  the  Rebecca 
sloop,  of  aod  for  £mdeii  and  Fiusliiiig,  John  Thompaon, 
Master. 

8th.  Arrived  at  Flushing:  nothing  particular:  one  7^gun 
ship  building,  one  third  finished,  one  40-gan  ship,  and  one 
16-gun  brig.    In  Flushing  Road,  guardship,  some  nulitaiy 

stores  getting  rmdy  to  ship  for  Franco. 

11th.  Arrived  at  iiruges.  700  troops  to  guard  the  town; 
no  preparations  of  any  kind  there. 

12ih.  Oatend.  Nothing  whatever  doing  there,  and  bat  few 
troops ;  expect  4000  every  day. 

13th.  On  the  road  from  Oetend  to  Dunkin^ue,  passed 
throun^h  Newport ;  nothing  doing  there  whatever;  met  General 
IJiioiiapiirte  bctwcH'n  Funics  :iiid  Duiikirque,  going  to  Ostciid 
to  iii^spc  ct  the  port,  ^ud  make  contracts  tor  building  tlat-buttom 
boats  for  the  drscout. 

14th  aud  15th.  At  Duukirque.  In  the  Park,  40  flat-botr 
tomed  boats  complete ;  3  gun-boats,  3  guns  each,  18  or  24- 
pounders ;  2  of  the  same  force,  in  the  harbour ;  1  in  the  road ; 
2  frigates  in  the  basin,  one  oonipletc,  the  other  not ;  several 
other  vesseltt,  but  not  littiug  out.  General  Buonaparte  con- 
tracted for  the  building  of  25  gun-boats,  from  50  to  70  feet 
long,  20  to  25  feet  broad,  to  carry  2  aud  S  gims  each ;  100 
pinnaces,  to  carry  50  men  each,  all  under  bonds  to  be  com- 
plete in  40  days  from  the  15tb  of  Februaty,  and  made  himself 
responsible  fi>r  the  payment  of  the  whole.  The  large  boats 
building  on  the  quays  of  Dunkirqne,  the  pinnaces  in  the  diffe- 
rent boat-builders'  yards,  and  in  the  Park. 

16th.  8<'t  out  for  l*ari3.  At  Bergh.  :i  miiuU  town  on  the 
side  of  the  caual  trom  Duukin^ue  to  St.  Omer,  21  laige,  flat- 

>  This  Fapershowi  with  what  eamfwtnega  and  dcteimuirtion  »apoisoB 
had  undertaken  the  invasiou  of  finghmd  in  the  year  1798. 
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bottomed  boate  buildiiig,  to  be  sent  to  Donkirqae ;  are  made 
to  row  a  niunber  of  oars,  and  a  mast  to  strike  or  lay  down 
when  needfbl.  On  the  road  to  Idsle,  every  nsefol  tree  oat 
down,  and  sawyers  at  work,  cutting  plzuik  and  other  scantling, 

and  carts  transporting  it  to  the  coast  in  great  numbers. 

17th.  At  Lisle.  4000  troops  arrived  froiii  Holland,  under 
marchiug  orders  for  the  coast,  with  ammunition  and  aruia — all 
young  and  able  men. 

18th.  Left  Lisle,  parsed  Ihrougli  Douay,  Cambfay,  and 
Peronne,  for  Paris ;  all  fhll  of  troops,  horse  and  loot. 

19th.  Arrived  at  Paris,  Fall  of  troops,  horse  and  foot ;  a 
guard  at  every  comer  of  the  street,  bat  all  quiet.  Of  the 
army  tist  troops  ordered  fi>r  the  expedition,  275,000  mounted 
aiui  dismounted,  cavulry  battalion  men,  and  iniantry,  all  to  b« 
within  24  hours'  forced  march  of  the  coast. 

0FFI0BB8  KAMBD  FOR  THE  BXFBDITION. 

General  Buonaparte .     Chief  in  Command. 
Dessiz    ....    Gencnlof  0aTah7. 
fiuagoj^  D'HUliers  1 
Ch  atcanneof  Bsadoa 

Klebcr      ....      All  Generals  of  Division,  excc{»t  Kcl- 

Sousac  Latour    .    .    >     leniian,  Juti.,  who  Adjutant-G<;u- 

Steogd,  Junior  .  .       enl-in«Chief  of  Brigade. 

Kcllcrman,  Jonior  . 

Kilmaine  »    •    »    .  . 

Duma.s     ....      General  tii'  Iiriira<lc. 

Le  Grand  ....     Gcueral  ol  Brigade. 

They  spesk  much  of  having  horses  provided  for  them  in 

England. 

22nd.  Set  out  for  Evrenx,  (o  see  Captain  Thomas  BlackwelT, 

captain  of  chasseurs.  In  tliis  town,  5000  troops  all  ready  for 
marching;  went  with  him  to  Rouen,  where  head-quarters  are 
ordered,  and  now  25,000  troops  are  ready  to  march  at  an 
hoards  notice,  mounted  and  dismounted  cavalry  3000,  the  rest 
are  foot,  but  indifferent  men,  and  badly  clothed. 

SSd.  At  Rouen,  bnilding  on  the  quay  11  huge  gon-boats,  to 
carry  3  gons,  24-pounders,  each,  and  260  men,  or  troops. 
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24!th  and  25th.  Went  down  the  riyer  with  a  Danish  brig  to 
HftTTfr-de-Grare ;  on  both  sides  of  the  nVer,  89  flat-bottomed 

boats  builclini;.  of  different  dimensions,  liulf  iinishod,  and  druw 
about  .5  or  (>  feet  water  wlicn  conipleto. 

26th.  At  Havre.  In  the  dock  are  7  frigates,  of  different 
dimensions;  three  are  fitted  out,  but  not  manned.  Flat* 
bottom  boats  without  number,  of  different  dimensionB,  not 
oomplete — ^gun-boats ;  11  eanry  2  or  9  guns  each,  IS  and  24^* 
pounders.  In  Havre,  and  the  small  towns  near  it,  are  21,00(^ 
troops  ready  to  embark  at  short  notice.  At  Honfleur  are  60 
flat-bottomed  boats  and  s^n-boats,  but  could  not  know  to  a 
certainty  what  number  of  the  latter.  All  Hat-bottomed  boatH, 
as  soon  as  complete,  are  sent  from  there  to  Honfleur.  Could 
not  get  information  of  anything  particular  doing  at  Cherbourg 
or  St.  Malo,  but  believe  it  to  be  in  the  same  state  as  in  Oetober 
last :  nothing  particular  doing  there  at  present. 

2nd  Mareh.  Returned  to  Paris.  Met  a  great  many  sailors 
going  to  Havre,  and  a  numlxT  of  troops,  liors©  and  toot. 

4th.  4000  troops  ordered  by  Government  to  marcli  from 
Cambiay,  Douay,  and  Lisle,  for  Dunkirque  and  Calais ;  same 
time  contract  made  for  200  Buteh  schoots,  from  60  to  100 
tons  burthen,  for  oarrying  stores  firom  different  parts  of  Hol- 
land along  the  coast  of  Franoe;  those  sehoots  are  flat-bottomed 
vessels,  drawing  from  5  to  7  feet  water,  loaded. 

8th.  Left  Paris  for  Calais :  on  the  road,  troops  and  waggons 
with  arms,  without  number,  moving  in  all  directions. 

9th.  Arrived  at  Douay.  91  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  church- 
yard, getting  ready  to  eet  out  next  day  for  the  coast,  with  a 
great  number  of  troops ;  in  the  road  between  Douay  and  Lisle, 
70  waggons,  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  Boulogne,  Calais,  and 
Dunkirque.  Arrived  at  Lisle  at  night ;  the  grand  place  full  of 
artillery  aud  troops,  to  march  next  day  for  l)unkir<{Mr  mid  Calais. 

10th.  At  Calais,  16  flat-bottom  boats  building  on  the  same 
plan  as  at  Dunkirque.  Timber  and  plaul&s  on  the  road  every- 
where eutting  and  transporting. 
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11th.  At  Grayelines  uothiug  doingy  particularly  at  Bun- 
kirqne.  On  the  12th  arrived  a  great  number  of  troops,  with 
100  eopper-bottom  pontoons,  making  floating  bridges,  about 
25  feet  long,  with  hooks  and  chains  to  link  them  together. 
Great  preparations  making ;  the  gun-boats  half  finished,  Gf«it 
many  of  the  pinnaces  finished,  but  nothing  furtlier  partienlar. 

13th.  At  Ostend  nothing  couhl  he  doue,  unless  Baonaparte 
•  would  send  men  and  materials  ;  uothlnji  of  tlie  kind  in  the 
place.  About  400  troops  to  guard  the  town,  but  more  expected 
every  day.    Here  1  was  arrested,  and  detained  one  daj. 

16th.  At  Flashing,  nothing  particular,  but  some  arms  and 
ammunition  getting  ready  fi>r  the  sefaoots,  which  they  expected 
in  a  Ibw  days  to  call,  coming  firom  other  parts  of  Holland. 

16th.  Went  to  Rotterdam  to  look  for  a  passage ;  could  get 
none;  returned  to  Flushing.  Loft  Flushing  Wednesday  last, 
the  ship  and  16-guu  brig  in  the  road. 


Sir  Balpk  Abercramby  to  the  Lord-Lisia^iwiti. 

DuUin,  April  1, 1798. 
The  Oommander>in'Cfhief  humbly  begs  to  submit  to  his 
Excellency  the  Lord-Lientenant^s  conrideration,  whether  he 

himself,  and  the  officers  acting  under  him,  are  warrauted  by  the 
Proclamation,  and  tlie  orders  issued  by  his  Excelleney  thereon — 
To  quarter  troops  wherever  they  may  judge  necessary,  iu 
any  buildings  whatever ;  to  press  horses  and  carriages ;  to  de- 
mand forage  and  proyisions ;  to  hold  oonrts-martial  fi>r  the  trial 
and  punishment  of  ofifenders  of  all  descriptions,  dyil  or  mili- 
taiy,  with  the  power  of  confirming  and  causing  to  be  execated 
the  sentences  of  all  such  courts-martial ;  to  issue  proclamations. 


Lord  Castlereoffh  to  Sir  Jiulpk  Ahercrmihy. 

Dublin  Castle,  April  1,  1798. 
Sir — My  Lord- Lieutenant  has  transmitted  to  me  a  paper 
deliyered  by  you  this  day  to  his  Excellency,  wlicrein  you  re- 
quest to  be  informed  Whether  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
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the  offieen  aetiiig  under  him  are  wamitted  by  the  FrocUuna» 
tion  and  the  orders  iwaed  bj  his  BzeeUency  ihereon — 

To  quarter  troops  whererer  they  may  judge  necesBary,  in 
any  hnOdnige  whaterer ;  to  press  horses  and  earriagcs ;  to  de- 
mand forage  aud  provisions ;  to  hold  coiirtis-martial  for  the  trial 
and  punishment  of  offenders  of  all  descriptione,  civil  or  military, 
with  tile  power  of  confirming  and  causing  to  be  executed  the  sen- 
tences of  all  such  courts-martial,  and  to  issue  I'roclamations.'** 

And,  in  answer  thereto,  his  Excellency  has  directed  me  to 
inform  you  that  the  Proclamation,  and  his  Ezoellency^s  orders 
in  consequence  theno^  invest  yon  with  all  the  powers  which 
are  enumerated  in  that  paper. 

His  Excellency  also  considers  the  general  officers  acting 
under  the  orders  of  the  Commander -in-Chief  warranted  to 
carry  th*  measiires  therein  specified  into  execution,  except  that 
of  holding  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  civil  and  military 
offenders,  and  confirming  and  carrying  the  sentences  thereof 
into  execution ;  which  power  his  Excellency  confides  solely  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief.   I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Castlebbaoh. 


NOTICE. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Kildare. 

Whereas,  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant  in  Council 
has,  in  consequence  of  the  daring  acts  and  depredations  com- 
mitted in  ibis  County,  ordered  and  directed,  by  his  Proclama- 
tion, bearing  date  the  80th  March  last»  and  by  his  particular 
orders  thereon — That  the  military  should  use  the  most  sum- 
mary means  to  repress  disturbances,  and  to  recoTer  all  arms 
taken  from  the  veomanrv  and  well-affecti  «i.  and  ^ther  concealed 
arms  and  ammunitiou  ;  all  the  people  concerned  iu  takini;  or 
concealing  these  arms  are  required  to  give  them  up  within  ten 
days  from  the  publication  of  this  Notice,  which,  if  tliey  do, 
they  may  be  assured  no  violence  whatever  will  be  done  to 
them  or  to  their  properties ;  but,  if  they  do  not^  they  are  in- 
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formed  tliai  the  troopf  will  be  quartered  in  laige  bodies,  to 
live  at  free  qwurten  among  them,  and  other  Teiyoevere  meana 
be  used  to  enfetve  obedience  to  this  Notioe. 
And  thoM  who  hare  knowledge  where  aima  aie  ooneealed, 

are  called  upon  to  give  information,  whieh  they  may  do  in  any 

privatu  manner,  to  the  nearest  civil  ma<j:istrate,  or  command- 
in  i:  officer  of  liis  Majesty's  forces,  or  of  the  yeomanry  corps. 
Secrecy  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to  them,  and  they  shall 
be  rewarded  when  their  report  is  proved  to  be  true. 

Should  the  deluded  and  evil-disposed  among  the  peofde  in 
this  County  still  persevere  in  robbing,  and  murdering,  and 
oonunitting  other  aeta  of  violent  insubordination  to  the  laws  of 
their  oountry,  they  are  informed  that  the  Oommander>in-Ohief 
will  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  those  powers  with  which  he 
has  been  invested,  to  brinij:  thein  to  immediate  punishment. 

Given  at  head-quarters,  at  Kildarc,  the  third  of  April,  1798. 
By  order  of  the  Commander-in-€hie^ 

Frbdbriok  Maitland,  Secretary. 

The  like  Notices  sent  to  the  King's  and  Queen^s  Counties. 

PLAN  FOB  THE  DBFENCB  OF  DTTBUN. 

To  his  Excellency       Lord-J.it  iitennnt. 

J>ublin,  April  4,  1798. 
My  Lord — It  is  vrith  revereutial  awe  and  difiidence  Uiat  I 
venture  to  obtrude  myself  upon  your  Exceilency,  surrounded, 
as  you  are,  by  such  able  counsellors,  some  considerations 
which  have  occurred  to  me  relative  to  a  method  for  rsndeti^g 
this  city  and  its  environs  more  seeure  at  this  momentous 
period.  Excluded  by  privaftencss  of  station  from  eommuni-' 
eating  in  any  other  manner  with  your  Excellency,  nothing 
could  have  induced  mo  to  trouble  vou  with  these  observations 
but  a  conviction  of  ii8  being  the  duty  (»f  every  loyal  and  well- 
ati'ected  subject  to  contribute  even  his  mite  towards  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  State  and  the  maintenance  of  his  Majesty'*s  Govern* 
ment,  so  wisely  administered  in  your  £xceUency'*s  person. 
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Without  forther  apology,  then«  I  shall  pnemDe  to  recom- 
mend that  strong  iion  gates  be  erected  at  the  head  of  tha 
several  leading  streets  through  the  eity,  in  saoh  a  manner  as 
to  eat  off  eommnnioatkm  between  varions  qnarten  of  the  towOt 

unless  by  passini^  through  some  or  other  of  these  gates :  each 
C^ate  to  hp  in  possession  of  a  sufficient  military  guard,  aa  well 
for  tlieir  protootion  an  to  watch  tho  rel)elli(His,  and  s^ive  alarm 
in  case  of  any  appearance  of  insurrection.  Similar  gates  to  be 
erected  at  all  the  principal  aTennes  leading  into  the  city,  and 
guarded  in  the  same  maimer.  Plaoes  where  particular  danger 
is  to  be  apprehended  might  be  entirely  closed  in  with  sneh 
gates,  sneh  as  Ely  Place,  Molesworth  Street,  Maiy'*s  Abbey, 
ise.  The  gates  in  some  places  nii<;]it  he  erected  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  penuaUL'nt  and  oniauitiital. 

From  the  execution  of  this  desisfn,  I  conceive  that  several 
advantages  would  possibly  accrue,  viz. — the  metropolis  being 
80  well  secured  might  operate  a.s  a  preventive  against  any 
attempt  at  insarreetion,  by  infusing  into  the  rebellious-spirited 
an  entire  despair  of  suooess,  and  so  ineUne  them  shortly  to 
abandon  their  wild  projects.  This,  If  obtained,  would  be  the 
greatest  advaata^  of  all. 

Jiut,  in  case  of  a  jxeneral  risinsr  through  the  city,  the  tnsnr- 
gents  couW  easily  be  kept  by  tin  se  means,  even  with  very  few 
military,  from  conccutratinpf  a  force  at  any  particular  quarter — - 
divide  et  impera — and,  while  it  kept  asunder  the  enemy,  it 
would  expedite  the  collection  of  a  laige  military  force.  It 
might  deter  from  a  partial  insnrrection,  as  help  would  in  vain 
be  looked  for,  either  from  other  parts  of  the  dty  or  from  the 
eonntry,  communication  being  effectually  cut  off. 

It  would  afford  a  great  additional  protection,  as  well  to  the 
soldiers  in  action  as  to  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  none  of  whom 
could  suddenly  be  surprised  by  parties  coming  unawares  upon 
them,  as  the  soldiery  alone  would,  in  case  of  insurrection,  have 
access  through  the  gates. 

This  plan  of  defence,  if  approved  of  and  well-related,  might 
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perhaps  be  extended  throiigh  the  whole  kingdom,  and,  mth  the 
addition  of  deep  tienehee  or  the  like»  st  important  pMBOB»  have 
not  only  all  the  adyantagea  against  insuigents  whidi  have  been 
stated  with  respect  to  the  metropolis,  bat  be  a  very  great  addi- 
tional security,  even  in  case  of  a  foreign  t'uemy  landing,  as  well 
by  retardin<;  their  progress  as  principally  by  preventing  in- 
ternal enemies  from  foruiiug  a  junction  with  the  tureign.  1 
am  sensible  that  the  adoption  of  this  nieasore  would  cany  the 
Appearance  of  alarm ;  but  the  spirit  of  rebellion  is  too  general 
not  to  be  apprehended,  and  to  be  prepared  fi>r  the  worst  is  the 
best  way  to  prevent  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  his  Majestj'^s  loyal  and  dutiful 
subject,    J.  D. 

ADDRESS  OF  DR.  EDWARD  DILLON,  ROHAN  CAIHOUC  BISHOP 

OF  KILMACnUAGH. 

Mdward  Dillon^  Raman  Cat/wlic  BUhop  of  Kiltnacdm^h  and 
Kil  fmora^  to  the  Homan  CathoUc  Laity  of  said  Dioeem : 

KibornsD,  April  6, 1798. 
Health  and  benediction  t — A  fiither  who  looks  on  with  silent 
indi^rence,  whilst  danger  and  ruin  in  a  thousand  shapes 

tlircatcn  his  family,  lu  iy  justly  be  considered  as  guilty  of  high 
treason  against  huiuau  nature.  The  fond  emotions  of  paternal 
affection  have  never  vibrated  in  his  heart.  Studious  of  his 
own  ease,  attentive  to  himself  alone,  whoUy  occupied  in  grati- 
fying his  inclinations,  or  consulting  his  own  safety,  he  feels  no 
alarm  on  seeing  the  snares  that  are  laid  for  his  children,  and 
8u£forB  them,  without  a  pang,  to  rash  on  to  unavoidable  ds* 
struction.  Such  exactly  would  be  my  case,  should  I  omit,  at 
this  time,  to  warn  you  of  the  dangers  with  which  you  are  sur- 
rounded. If  feeling  the  most  tender  solicitude  for  your  tem- 
poral as  well  as  eternal  welfare  would  entitle  ine  to  be  con- 
sidered by  you  in  the  light  of  a  father,  I  conceive  myself  to 
have  an  undoubted  daim  to  that  endearing  appellation  \  but  1 
am  called  upon  by  a  tie  of  a  superior  nature — ^that  bond  which 
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nnitee  the  (MMtor  to  his  flock— -that  sacred  and  awfol  obligation 
vrhieh  T  eontraeted  on  being  entrosted  with  the  care  of  this 

portion  of  tlie  Cliurcli  of  Christ — to  address  you  on  the  present 
calamitous  occasion. 

There  is  not  one  amongst  you,  even  in  the  most  remote  and 
obscure  hamlet»  who  hath  not  heard  of  the  oaths  and  asaocia- 
tiona  which  have  entailed  ao  many  misfortunes  on  yarious  dis- 
tricts of  this  kingdom.  How  many  poor  exiles  from  northern 
eonnties  have  yon  seen  arriTe  amongst  yon,  sent  adrift^  without 
pity  or  remorse,  by  a  barbarous  association!  How  many 
atrocities  have  you  heard  committed  by  persons  belonging  to 
societies  of,  if  possible,  a  still  moro  dangerous  tendency  !  How 
many  villages  destroyed,  and  di-^iricts  laid  wa.ste,  in  consequence 
(Hf  illegal  oaths  and  conspiracif^  !  It  would  be  foreign  to  my 
purpose  further  to  pursue  this  tale  of  woe  *,  much  less  doth  it 
&il  within  the  sphere  of  my  duty  to  investigate  that  mace  of 
moral  and  political  canses  which  have  ooncnnred  to  beget  that 
restlessness  and  agitation  of  the  public  mind  which  preTails  in 
▼arions  parts  of  the  kingdom:  suffice  it  to  observe  that  these 
oaths  and  associations  have  been  proscribed  by  the  legislature 
under  the  severest  penalties.  And  it  would  be  doing  an  injury 
to  the  opinion  which  1  entertain  of  your  principles  to  suppose 
that  any  of  you  could  be  so  little  ac<}uaiuted  with  the  obliga* 
tions  which  he  owes  to  society,  as  not  to  know  that  you  are 
bound,  both  by  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of  nature,  to  obey 
the  ordinances  of  the  State  in  all  civil  and  temporal  eonoems. 
What  oonid  be  more  deplorable  than  the  situation  of  that 
country,  in  which  it  would  be  permitted  to  each  individual  to 
conti-adict  the  laws,  to  witlidi-aw  his  allegiance,  to  oppose  the 
lemslature  !  The  law  of  God  commands  us  to  obey  the  rulers 
of  the  iand.  The  Saviour  of  mankind  inculcates  this  doctrine 
in  the  Gospel,  and  the  Apostle  of  nations,  the  blessed  Paul,  is 
clear  on  the  subject. 

But,  waving  these  considerations,  your  own  interest,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  district  in  which  you  reside,  call  upon  you 
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to  SToid,  with  the  atnuMt  eantion,  all  iUcg^  oftths  and  oombi- 
nationa.  Take  wanung  fiooi  whait  hath  happened  in  the 
Tariotu  parte  of  the  kingdom,  whioh  ha?e  had  the  miafeiiime  to 

experience  the  direful  consequences  of  those  illegal  aRSociations. 
Learn  to  appreciate  the  inestimable  blessings  oi  pcnrr  and  tran- 
quillity, which  you  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  Thrice  happv  if, 
whilst  the  thunder  of  anarchy  growls  at  a  diBtauoe*  you  are 
allowed  quietly  to  partake  of  yovrfiragal&re,  and  compose  your> 
aehee  to  feetwithont  dfead  of  the  aaaaiiin  or  themidnij^t  robber. 

There  ave,  no  doaht^  eren  amongst  as,  some  fkm  whoee  hearti 
are  eorrupted,  and  whose  nimde  are  perverted ;  who  never 
once  beseeched,  with  humility,  the  Father  of  Light  to  en- 
lighten them ;  wlio  y(^t  decide  every  point,  philosophize  on 
every  subjeet  ;  who«e  whole  education  <  oisists  of  a  few  scraps, 
taken  from  immoral  or  impious  writers ;  who,  on  the  authority 
of  eomeaacrilefpous  innovator,  blaspheme  that  religion  to  whioh 
thejr  are  ntter  atranj^ere ;  who,  afraid  to  look  into  the  state  of 
their  own  hearts^  whieh  they  have  never  enriched  with  the 
piaetioe  of  anj  virtue,  and,  not  daring  to  look  to  Heaven, 
which  they  have  never  ceased  to  insult,  would  wish  to  fops^t 
themselves  in  the  inidst  of  tuiimlt  and  confasion.  They  l(K)k 
fonvard  witli  anxioud  exjH'ctiuion  tor  the  arrival  of  their  brethren 
in  iuipiety.  They  tell  us,  with  a  malignant  and  ill>disscmbled 
eatis&etion,  that  we  must  not  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hopes 
of  eseaping  a  visit  from  the  Freneh.  I  will  not  take  upon 
myself  to  determine  an  event  which,  as  yet,  remains  amoiigrt 
the  secrets  ef  Providence.  Obstacles  of  great  magnitude  lie 
in  their  way.  I  will  not,  however,  hesitate  to  declare  that  the 
wrath  of  Heaven  could  scarcely  visit  ua  with  a  more  dreadful 
seounre.  Witness  the  atrocities  wliich  liave  marked  tbeir 
stepe  in  every  country  into  which  they  have  intruded  them- 
selves. Treasures  and  valuable  effects  oanied  off  under  the 
name  of  contributions ;  the  smallest  opposition  to  the  will  of 
those  aposUee  of  liberty  attended  with  the  most  horrid  devas- 
tations; drarohes  pillaged  and  profaned;  our  holy  religion 
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proflcribed ;  even  lately,  a  ntpeotable  iialion  given  up  to  ear- 
nage  and  slaughter,  for  faavin^  attempted  to  defend  the  oonstt- 

tution  and  lawa  under  which  tlioy  and  tlieir  ancestors  lived 
for  ages,  a  brave,  ii  ugal,  and  happy  people ;  tlie  supreme 
Pastor  of  our  Ohurcli  not  only  reviled  and  calumniated  in  the 
most  impadent  maimer,  but  aleo  stripped  of  that  property, 
which  enabled  him  to  dispiaj  *  generoaitj  and  benevoleitee 
worthy  of  hie  high  atation ;  and  to  propagate  the  Goapel  of 
Christ  amongst  the  most  remote  natioDS  of  the  globe.  Stieh 
are  u  part  of  the  blessings,  which,  uiidt  r  the  specious  name  of 
liberty,  have  been  bestowed  on  many  neighbouring  countries, 
by  the  rulers  of  the  French  people. 

IU-&ted  people,  destined  to  wade  through  torrents  of  blood, 
in  quest  of  that  liberty  whieh  hath  hitherto  escaped  their  pnr^ 
suit !  Move  restless  than  the  waves  of  the  ocean  which  dash 
against  their  shores,  have  they  plunged  from  roYolution  to 
revolution — the  sport  of  every  prevailing  faction ;  and  are,  at 
leujLCth,  compelled  to  bend  under  the  iron  rod  of  tyrants,  more 
despotic  than  any  of  the  kings  who  swayed  the  sceptre  of  their 
nation.  But,  my  beloved  brethren,  let  us  pnt  our  trust  in  that 
Proridence  which  directs  aU  homan  OTonts.  IM  the  impioos 
man  qnit  his  iniquity,  and  the  yirtnous  man  redouble  the  ibr- 
▼our  of  his  snppUeattons;  and  the  God  of  Mercy  will  turn 
away  his  wrath  from  us ;  for  who  is  it  that  hath  confided  in 
the  Lord  and  was  confounded? 

In  the  mean  time,  let  nie  conjure  you,  through  tiic  precious 
blood  of  our  Divine  Bedeemer,  whose  death  we  thus  comme- 
morate^ to  have  mciroy  on  yourMlreB,  on  your  children,  and  on 
your  country;  to  r^ect,  with  horror,  all  clandestine  oaths 
which  may  be  proposed  to  you.  As  for  my  part,  it  wiU  be 
the  pride  cf  my  lifo,  and  the  greatest  consolation  which  I  can 
enjoy  here  below,  should  I  be,  in  any  dcjn't'f^.  instrumental  in 
preserving:  you  from  tho  machinations  ot  daugfiuus  and  de- 
signing men.  I  may  surely  say,  without  presumption,  that  I 
have  a  juster  claim  to  your  confidence  than  those  woikers  of 
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iniquity  ifbo  deligbt  in  darimen.  The  God  of  all  Trath 
ImowB  thai  I  am  a  ainmger  to  potitieal  partiei ;  and  that,  in 

this  Address,  1  am  iuflueuced  merely  by  the  desire  of  pro- 
moting your  Iiappiness,  and  bv  the  imperious  call  of  a  sacred 
duty.  Indeed,  when  I  reflect  on  the  happy  days  which  I  have 
spent  with  yon,  at  your  reapectiYe  ohapela^  eaeh  aneceeding  year, 
ainee  I  have  been  appointed  to  preside  over  these  Dioceses ; 
when  I  eaU  to  mind  that  reyerenee  and  veneistion  which  yon 
manifested  for  the  Eplseopal  eharaoter— the  ayidity  with  which 
you  received  the  grtat  and  consoling  n  uth.s  oi'  the  (Jospel — the 
warm  expressions  of  gratitude  and  tender  affect  ion  witli  which 
you  repaid  any  exertions  that  might  have  been  employed  to 
inflame  you  with  the  love  of  morality  and  religion — I  am  filled 
with  the  most  sangnine  eipeetations  that  I  do  not  address  yon 
in  vwok.  Bat,  should  I  have  the  misfertone  to  find  myself 
disappointed  in  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  of  yon,  I  shall,  al 
leant,  have  the  cousolatiou  to  reflect  that  I  have  discharged  my 
duty — that  I  have  not  slept  at  my  poet,  or  tailed  to  give  you 
due  notice  of  the  iuipendiug  danger. 

Immediately  ailer  the  approaching  festival  of  Easter,  I  shall 
meet  you  on  stated  days  at  your  respective  ehap^  and  trace 
out  to  you  the  plan  of  conduct  which  appears  to  me  the  most 
desirable  for  you  to  pursue  in  thb  emergency.  I  shall  conclude, 
in  the  mean  time,  with  the  words  of  the  Apostle,  St.  Paul — 
*'  May  the  peace  of  God,  which  surpasscth  all  understanding, 
flU  your  hearts  and  minds  in  Christ  Jesus  r 

The  JSe9.  Dr.  Jroy  «o  IMmi  MairMly  E$q.^ 

Mender,  April  11^1790. 
My  dear  Sir — Oonfi>nnably  to  my  promise,  I  enclose  a  draft 
of  the  paragraph  to  be  inserted  in  all  our  Dublin  papers  on 

the  subject  so  often  mentioned.    Something  of  the  kind  is 

absolutely  necessary  to  remove  the  fatal  impression  made  by 

'  Private  Secretary  to  Lord  Castlcrai^?b,  who  wn?  then  offictatiag  for 
Mr.  PeUuuD,  as  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Lord-UeuteoAQt. 
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the  calumnious  report  wliicli  has  opei-ated  most  Jroadfully, 
and  must  continue  to  do  so,  uulefls  ccmtiadicted  in  the  moat 
authentic  and  public  manner. 

In  suhmitting  thd  enclosed  to  your  conndention,  I  do  not 
mean  it  should  be  excliiUTely  adopted.  No ;  yon  may  impiOTe 
or  alter  it  at  diseretbn,  leftaming  always  the  main  polnt--4hat 
is,  the  exenlpatioo  of  the  Boman  Oatholie  Ptelatee.  I  mnst 
obsers'e  to  you  that  even  a  suspicion  of  having  writtt.ii,  or  ia 
any  manner  suggested,  the  enclosed  would  not  only  <le.stroy  the 
intended  effect,  bnt  increase  the  obloquy  against  my  brethren 
in  general,  and  expose  myself  in  particular,  to  danger;  I 
must,  ther^re,  beeeech  yon,  my  dear  nr,  to  bun  the  en- 
closed and  these  lines,  after  taking  a  copy  of  the  former,  and 
to  procure  the  insertion  of  whatOTer  yon  may  think  expo- 
pedient  in  the  public  prints,  at  the  instigation  of  Government 
alone ;  which,  indeed,  is  principally  interested  on  that  occa- 
sion, as  the  guardian  of  good  order. 

With  respect  to  what  I  mentioned  concerning  a  meeting  of 
some  eleigymen  at  Denmark  Street  Chapel,  in  the  beginning 
of  next  Jnly,  I  shall  only  add,  that  the  objeets  of  it  are  per* 
fectly  harmless ;  and  that,  if  required  by  Government,  I  shall 
be  responsible  for  their  conduct  on  the  occasion.  Harmless, 
however,  as  it  is,  they  wisli  for  the  permission  of  Government 
to  prevent  every  inconveniency.  1  request  it  may  be  granted, 
and  remain,  &c^  T.  John  Tkot. 

I  refer  you  to  my  former  letter  respecting  the  calunmy,  &c. 


Mr.  WicJcham^  to  Lord  CaUlereagh, 

Whitehall,  Apriill,  1798. 
My  Lord — have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  lordship^'s  letter  of  the  7th  mat.,  in  answer  to  which  I 

*  One  of  the  under-teeretaries  to  the  Duke  of  Forthiid,  Seeretaiy  of 
State  fiir  the  Home  departnieDt.   He  hid  been  envoy  of  the  Britiih 

TOL.  I.  N 
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lose  no  time  in  traoflmiitiug  to  you,  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  a 
direction,  a  copy  of  a  Tery  satiB&otory  one,  which  i  have  just 
reoeiTed  from  Mr,  Lewis  on  the  same  subjeel. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  ^o., 

WlLLUJf  WiCKHAM. 

PS.  I  have  scarcely  a  moraont  to  say  that  Mr.  Oliver 
Garleton  arrived  here  this  morning.  It  is  most  exceedingly 
to  be  lamented  that  no  person  oan  be  sent  over  from  IreUmd 
to  proTO  Ooiglej''B  handwritingJ  Proof  of  that  kind  would  bo 
■0  extremely  material,  that  I  have  no  donbl  that  the  law* 
offieers  would  think  it  right  to  put  off  the  trial  if  they  oould 
,  have  any  hope  of  any  person  being  found,  in  a  short  time,  who 
could  s} '  ak  distinctly  to  his  Imiidwriting.  I  have  not  time 
to  aokuowLedge  Mr.  CkH>ke's  letters. 

War  Office,  April  11,  1798. 
Sir — In  answer  to  voiu-  ii'tter  of  this  day's  date,  with  its 
enclosure,  I  am  dii*ectfd  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  tliat  part  of  tlio  GOth 
regiment,  which  has  been  sent  over  to  IreUnd,  consists  wholly 
of  Ibreignem. 

I  hare  the  honour,  kc, 

M.  Levis. 


Lord  Coitlereagh  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercromly. 

DubUn  CMe,  April  14, 1798. 

Sii^Aa  it  appears  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  that  it  may 
eventnallj  be  of  the  highest  importance  that  a  Place  of  Arms 
should  be  established  in  or  near  Dnblui,  capable  of  resisting 
attack  from  insuigents  \  of  containing  within  it  such  ordnance 

goTemoMBt  to  the  Mil  CkaJUoRStion  bcAwe  the  in?siion  of  Switser^ 
Isod  1^  the  Fraaeh. 

^  Qoi^  wss  one  of  the  perty  appiehended  with  Arthur  O'Coaaer, 
St  Usigete^  sad  the  only  one  sgsiDet  whost  tfaete  wis  luAcieiit  erideaee 
for  s  eonrieHon. 
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Stores  as  are  al  present  most  exposed  to  danger  i  and,  from 

its  situation,  enabled  to  command  the  town ; 

And,  it  bein^  his  Excellency's  opinion  that  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  carrying  this  rneaanre  into  effect,  I  am  directed  to 
request  you  will  point  your  attention  to  this  object,  and  com- 
nranieate  to  me,  for  his  ExeeUency's  infbnnation,  your  opinion 
therenpoD. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  consideration,  some 

hints  from  Gleneral  Vallaneey  on  the  above  subject. 

1  iave  the  honour  to  be,  fcc, 

Oastlereaoh. 

April  14,  1798. 

A  like  letter  sent  to  the  Hon.  Capt.  Fakenham,  Cloumel. 


Qmeral  VaUahcetf^  to  Lard  CoMtlereagh, 

April  16, 1796. 

Mj  Lord— As  I  am  to  be  soon  honoured  with  another  con- 
versation with  your  lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of 
the  metropolis,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  plan  I  hastily 
formed  in  December,  '96,  for  the  consideration  of  the  late 
Commander-in-Chief.  Neither  the  subject  nor  the  plan  was 
thought  worthy  of  aigument  or  inspeetion.  It  may  be  the 
case  ftt  present  %  but  it  will  convince  your  lordship  that  I 
have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  to 

'  General  YsUano^,  though  a  native  of  England,  allcr  he  had  ob- 
tuned  a  eommiarion  in  the  corps  of  Engineers  on  the  Iriah  eatahUahment, 
partiealariy  diatingaiahed  hinaelf  by  the  eztnofdinaiy  aidoor  and 
aaaidoity  with  which  he  piweented  the  atody  of  the  language^  aath 
qnitieib  and  topography  of  Ireland.  Among  other  eridenoca  of  hia 
devotion  to  these  pursuita  waa  the  production  of  a  Granunar  and  a  Dic- 
tionaiy  of  the  Irish  language,  and  his  Map  of  Ireland,  constructed  fhmt 
a  survey  of  the  island.  Of  his  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  particularly  archi- 
tectiire,  the  Qneen'!i  Bridge  in  Dublin  furnishes  a  specimen.  He  died 
in  that  city  in  1912,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

N  2 
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the  best  of  my  abilities.  I  am  to  reqaeet  the  retiiro  of  the 
m»p  whea  perueed,  haying  kept  no  oopy. 

I  hm  the  honour  to  be, 

ChaBLBB  VAUJUrCBT. 

DBPENCE  OF  DUBUNJ 

Dublin,  December  10,  1798. 

Should  the  ciu  iny,  by  uutbreeeen  accidents  to  our  fleets 
(aa  heretofore)  be  able  to  perfect  a  landing  in  this  Island,  even 
of  40,000  men,  a  body  almost  incredible  to  be  transported  with 
the  artillery,  &e. ;  and,  ahonld  onr  army  be  obliged 

to  retreat  to  the  capital,  to  which  the  enemy  wonld,  of  course, 
pursue  them,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Dublin,  defended  by  works 
in  the  manner  expres^scd  in  tliis  plan,  with  a  garrison  of 
20,000  men,  miirht  resist  an  enemy  till  siurour  arrived  in  our 
bay  from  Enijland.  But,  supposing  the  enemy  shall  debark 
at  most  20,000  men,  he  must  leave  iialf  that  number,  at  least, 
to  garrison  Cork,  Wateiford,  Limerick,  and  the  passes  of 
the  Shannon,  to  secure  his  retreat  in  case  of  defeat,  so  that  he 
cannot  be  supposed  to  bring  more  than  10,000,  at  most,  of 
r^nlars  against  Dublin  ;  and,  as  to  native  troops  raised  afler 
his  arrival,  it  must  be  our  ne^flect  if  they  are  ever  suft'ered  to 
be  drilled  and  exercised  so  as  to  become  formidable. 

This  plan  of  detached  works,  at  such  distances  as  to  flank 
each  other  by  cannon,  requires  but  few  men  to  work  the  guns 
only,  and  leayes  the  army  free  in  its  operations  to  advance 
and  retreat  under  their  fire,  while  it  is  impossible  for  the  enemy 
to  pursue,  beyond  a  given  line,  without  storming  or  taking 
these  redoubts,  which,  being  open  in  the  rear,  can  neither  bo 
turued  against  ourselves,  if  taken  j  and  the  enemy  must  be 
soon  driven  out  by  our  being  able  to  present  a  force  so  greatly 
superior  to  what  they  can  have  in  so  email  a  work.   A  small 

^  I  eonaider  tbii  a  voy  importsat  psper  at  tbit  junetuie;  nor  have  I 
•een  snyUiing  wMdi  centeiiis  better  or  more  aeientliSs  opinioiis. 
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work  of  this  kind  WM  taken  and  retaken  thirty-six  times  at 
the  siege  of  Candy. 

The  canals  almost  snmund  the  city :  they  ibrm  a  good 
advanoed  fossd,  even  supposing  the  locks  destroyed,  which 
eannot  well  he  done  till  the  redoubts  are.  There  is  a  space 
between  Cabra  and  Kilmainhani  that  derives  no  advantage 
from  tlio  canals,  and  this  apace  fortunately  is  occupied  by  the 
bold  ground  of  tlie  Park,  of  which  it  is  our  business  to  take 
the  greatest  advantage. 

The  circular  road,  being  within  our  line,  affords  a  fiusility 
of  movement  to  onr  troops  to  support  any  part  hard  pressed  by 
the  enemy,  who,  ftom  the  innumerable  obstades  of  enclosures, 
garden-walls,  &c.,  cannot  possibly  move  with  the  rapidity 
we  shall  be  able  to  do,  both  with  our  troops  and  our  artillerv. 

There  are  18  redoubts,  or  detached  bastions,  mounted  with 
5  271ns,  and  24  men  in  ea^h.  There  are  as  many  advanced 
filches,  with  2  guns,  and  12  men  in  each:  in  all  126  guns 
and  64^8  men. 

The  guns  to  be  12-pouDdera,  which  we  can  readily  supply 
from  the  stores  of  Dublin,  and  what  will  arrive  with  the  re- 
treating army. 

Tlie  exterior  circumfbrenoe  of  these  redoubts  is  8  miles :  to 
inveat  theae  ou  all  sides  out  of  reach  of  cannon  shot,  the  enemy 
must  form  a  line  of  circnmvallatiun  f)f  at  least  30  miles  in 
circumference.  This  he  will  never  be  able  to  effect;  con- 
sequently, he  cannot  prevent  provisions  from  being  brought  in 
by  land  or  by  water. 

Provisions  is  an  article,  I  am  afraid,  not  sufficiently  attended 
to  in  the  metropolis.  The  consumption  will  be  enormous,  if 
ever  an  enemy  sets  foot  in  this  kingdom,  from  the  great 
number  of  mouths  that  will  flock  to  the  metropolis  from  all 
parts,  to  which  let  us  add  a  retreating  army  of  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  men.  We  may  certainly  be  supplied  from  England ; 
but  should  we  depend  on  such  supplies  ? 

The  avenues,  or  roads,  leading  into  Dublin  at  the  cireum* 
ference  of  the  proposed  works  are,  fortunately,  not  more  than 
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a  tliousaud  jarik  distaut  trom  each  other  ;  so  that  the  intenraL 
will  be  crossed  by  our  fire,  and  opposite  to  this  interval  is  an 
advanced  fldehe,  flanked  by  the  fife  of  the  bastione.  daiiacv 
Saxe,  Tieike,  and  many  other  good  engineera,  have  aaid  eo 
mneh  in  praiae  of  detached  worka  in  preferenee  to  a  eontinned 
line,  that  it  m  needkaa  to  aay  more  of  that  mode  of  fortifying 
in  this  place. 

All  the  bridires  over  t]u«  canals — indeed,  all  tho  bridtrcs  from 
Dublin  to  Cork,  and  from  Dublin  to  Deny — should  be  mined, 
ready  to  be  charged,  and  blown  up  as  we  retreat.  We  have 
neither  miners,  artificers,  nor  pioneera  attached  to  onr  eoipo, 
aa  in  England  $  bat,  what  iB  more  eztnonllnary,  we  have  not 
one  aei  of  minen*  toola,  nor  an  inch  of  aanoiaaon,  nor  any  one 
article  for  mining  or  for  any  other  purpose,  in  onr  stores ;  and 
they  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  shops  when  wanted. 

This  ill*  I  of  defence  struck  Marshal  Saxe  so  strouf^ly,  that 
he  wrote  a  ireaiiso  on  it.  Instead  of  detached  bastions,  he 
proposed  round  towers  of  brick,  which  are  much  preferable* 
I  hare  often  fired,  saya  he,  tor  three  or  fonr  days,  on  a  paltry, 
hollow,  aqnare  hriok  tower,  with  a  battoy  of  20  pieeee  of 
heavy  metal,  and  at  400  paoea  diataoee  only,  before  I  oonld 
bring  it  down. 

We  have  not  time  to  erect  round  or  square  towers  ;  bnt 

1  am  of  opinion  something  of  this  kind  siiuuld  be  in  our 
thoughts  at  the  eoninienfoment  of  every  war,  as  well  for  Cork, 
Wateiibrd,  and  Limerick,  as  for  Dublin  i  of  which  I  have 
expressed  my  ideaa  fully  in  my  Itinetaiy. 

It  may  ao  happen  that  the  enemy,  deapairing  of  effeeting 
a  landing  in  the  aouth,  where  the  ooaata  may  be  well  guarded 
by  our  fieeta,  may  push,  with  a  foir  wind,  for  Si»  6eoige''a 
ohannel,  land  at  the  Mnrrough  of  WieUow,  and  paaa  their 
fleet  northward.  What  a  situation  would  the  metropolijj  bo 
retluced  to  were  such  an  event  to  take  place  !  A  desperate 
euemy  will  attempt  any  thing,  and  llii:>  is  uot  impossible. 
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£atract9  from  the  Report  of  the  lion.  Captuin  Pctkenhan^ 
LietUmanl-Gmeral  of  the  Ordnance^  to  the  Board, 

Api!U96,im 

In  tke  road  to  Gork,  in  Kilworth  Pferk»  tfarae  is  an  old 
castle,  which,  if  potmflfled  and  |>1aiited  with  cannon,  will  oom- 

mand  tlio  road  to  Kilworth  for  a  mile,  and  the  passage  of  the 
Fundi t  on.  which,  though  fordablc  both  above  and  below  tha 
bridge,  maj,  from  the  apparent  strength  of  the  stream,  be 
raiaed  for  miles  by  a  weir  commanded  from  that  castle.  I 
mentioned  these  curewnstanees  to  tiie  Gommander-in-OIiief  at 
Cork,  and  he  said  he  would  examine  Ihe  place  on  his  retnin. 

On  Windmill  HiU,  on  the  north  side  of  the  riyer  of  Coik, 
there  should  be  a  woi^c,  the  necessity  of  which,  fbrthe  secnrity 
of  the  town  and  for  tin-  evacuation  of  it,  iis  unavoidable.  I 
explained  to  tlie  Comniander-iu-Gliief,  and  I  believe  satisfied 
him  npou  that  subject :  it  however  remains  yet  undetermined 
whether  it  is  to  be  undertaken  or  not. 

At  Cork  there  are  three  twdve-ponnden  medliim,  two  eight- 
inch  howitsers,  and  three  5i*inch  howitaers  more  than  Sir 
Balph  Ahercrombte^  distribution  of  the  ordnance  allows  for 
that  poet,  and  more  than  in  the  present  state  we  have  horses 
to  draw  \  and  I  recommend  ta  the  Hoard  to  put  them  on  board 
a  vessel,  with  the  powder  now  in  the  magazine  at  Ciirk,  and 
the  made-up  animunitiou  above  the  proportion  for  the  marchiug 
train,  and  have  her  moored  with  a  swivel  at  Passage.  I  would 
also  recommend  that  a  emaller  Teasel  should  be  filled  with  an 
assortment  of  militaiy  stores  and  ammunition«  equal  to  any 
emergency,  and  should  be  statioqed  for  the  supply  of  the 
army,  if  advanced  to  Bandon,  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge  of 
Ennishannon.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  making  that  reserve, 
so  essential  to  the  supply  and  service  of  the  troops  for  the  de- 
fence of  Cork. 

The  battery  at  Oyster  Haveu  is  not  yet  undertaken,  nor  is 
there,  to  my  mind,  the  shadow  of  a  necessity  for  it ;  however, 
as  the  engineer  had  the  Oommander-in-GhieTs  orders  for  it,  he 
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will  of  course  proceed  :  in  the  mean  time,  two  5  J-inch  liowitzers 
&rks  pi  epareii  at  Charied  Fort,  to  protect  tliftt  landing-plaoe  and 
JRobarta'  Cove. 

A  gre^t  deal  of  money  has  been  laid  out  at  Oamden^Fort^ 
and  Major  Brown  has  diapoeed  of  it  judidoiialj ;  but  it  re* 
qmrea  moro  money  »  gnti  deal  to  preTent  anybody  from 
walking  into  it;  and  it  will  bo  neeoBBBiy  to  alter  the  line  of 
delenee  to  the  eonthward,  as  ite  preeent  direction  affords 
neither  flauk  uor  cuvt  r ,  uiid  Culouul  Cra^^ford  a^d  I  both  got 
into  it  without  the  least  difficulty,  unpcrcrived.  That  was  a 
necessity  so  obvious,  that  1  directed  Major  Brown  to  do  it 
instantly,  as  all  the  money  already  expended  would  only  be 
serviceable  to  the  enemy  without  it.  It  was  fiur  ftom  my  par*  * 
pose  to  make  any  alteitttions  in  the  phm  of  the  Oommandeiv 
in-Ohie(  bat  thai  was  so  obmasly  neoessary  to  General  Hope, 
Colonel  Crawford,  and  Major  Brown,  as  welt  as  myself,  that  I 
hope  to  be  excused  tor  orderins:  it.  Tin  post  itself,  wlieu 
fininlH  (I,  is  approachable  without  ditiiculty  or  danger  within 
140  paces  of  the  works. 

At  Carlisle  Fort,  it  was  necessary  also  to  take  a  step  unad- 
vised by  the  Ooounander-in-Chie^  for  the  only  well  whieh 
girea  water  to  the  garrison  was  eonmianded  from  a  secure  post 
without  the  garrison,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  possess 
Rupert^s  Tower,  and  plant  guns  upon  it  to  protect  that  so 
essential  a  uece.sj^ary  lor  the  garrison  of  tlie  fort.  For  all 
these  woi  k.'^,  and  some  traverses  to  cover  the  very  sole  of  the 
soutlicru  r«9etemt  nt  at  the  fort,  1  imagine  d£^2,000  will  at  least 
be  neceesaiy.  At  Uawlboliu  Island,  300  barrels  of  gunpowder 
have  been  stored,  and  the^  magasines  at  Carlisle  and  Spike 
Island  filled  for  service. 


Sir  ChaHei  AtgUl  to  Sir  M.  Aberwmby, 

Kilkomy,  April  17, 1798. 

Sir — 1  liavc  till'  houour  to  iufonn  you  that  the  ten  davs' 
notice  expires  in  Queen's  County  on  Friday  next,  and  1  am 
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Borry  to  observe  that  no  amis  have  aa  yet  been  brought  in* 
Almost  all  the  principal  gentlemen  have  left  the  County 
ainoe  the  anues ;  and  the  few  who  mnain,  and  with  whom  I 
have  oonanlted,  are  of  opmion  tlut  ibe  tohberiea  and  mnrden 
have  been  committed  by  the  loweet  orden  of  the  people,  who 
have  little  to  lose,  and  of  course  have  no  property  nor  sub- 
sistence for  the  Holdiuid  to  l;iy  hold  of;  and  it  is  strongly 
rei)i\'s(Mitril  to  1110,  tliat  the  soldiers,  by  living  in  free  quar- 
ters, will  posse.sci  thomseWes  of  the  comforts  and  savings  of  the 
formers,  aii<l  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  officera  commanding 
to  discriminate  between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  unices  the 
gentlemen  of  the  County,  who  are  now  absent,  and  who  per- 
haps may  know  where  the  banditti  reaide,  and  can  point  them 
out,  will  return  to  the  oonntrj,  and  attend  with  me  and  the 
other  oUieers  employed  durin<;  the  operation  of  the  order. 

1  aubiuit  to  you  whether  au  in<liscriminato  attack  on  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  distant  part  would  not  involve 
the  innocent,  and  make  ii-esh  enemies  to  Government.  I 
earnestly  request  the  £»vour  of  you  to  represent  these  circum- 
stances to  Government,  and  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  it  is 
your  pleasure  that  I  should  proceed.  The  County  of  Kilkenny 
is  quieter,  and  I  have  heard  of  but  one  enormity  beiiig  com- 
mitted within  this  fortiiii^ht  iu  <  i>ueen\s  County. 

1  have  the  honour  to  he,  &;c., 

Charles  Asgill,  Major-Ueuoroi. 


Coloml  CamjjbM  to  Major-General  lleicitt. 

Athy,  April  17,  1798. 
Sir^General  Wheehm  and  Colonel  Lawler,  two  United 
Irishmen,  and  heads  of  a  banditti,  who  are  supposed  to  be  the 
people  most  active  in  plundering  the  country  of  arms,  and 
exercising  the  most  wanton  cruolti(»  on  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants, were  this  morning  brousrht  in  here  by  a  party  of  the 
Ballalenan  and  Mouiistcreveu  Yeoman  Dragoons. 
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Mr.  Stewart  Wilder,  a  majristrate  of  the  Queen's  County, 
and  who  resideH  liuro,  had  intormation  that  it  wa«  the  intention 
of  those  iellows  to  go  to  Dublin  by  the  canal,  and  proposed 
•ndeaTonring  to  intercept  them  mth  his  oorpa,  which  hia  people 
petfermed  with  maeh  addren ;  they  were  eeised  in  one  of  the 
baggnge-bosts. 

There  is  mother  of  the  same  deBcription,  whose  name  is 

Drennan :  we  haye  been  for  some  time  past  on  ^e  look-ont  Ibr 
the  three,  and  I  hope  we  will  soon  get  hold  of  the  other. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Colin  Campbell, 
GoL  &  Lieiit.-Ool.  6th  fieg.  oom.  at  Athjr. 

/Sir  R,  Abinrombjf  ia  Lord  CatUmrmtffk* 

Kilkeiuiy,  Apifl  18, 1796. 
My  Lord— I  ha^  had  the  honoor  of  your  lovdship^s  letter, 

together  with  General  Vallaneey's  lieport  on  a  Huhject  which 
has  often  been  an  object  of  inquiry.  The  gunpowder  and  fixed 
ammunition  cannot  be  better  placed  than  in  the  magazine ;  the 
small  arms  are  safe  in  the  barracks ;  the  spare  guns  and  car- 
riages may  either  be  pat  on  board  of  some  ship,  or  placed  at 
the  Pigeon  House  on  the  south  wall.  Dabltn  CMle,  eon- 
eidered  as  the  seat  of  Goremment,  is  as  secure  as  any  plaoe  in 
or  near  Dublin.  MThen  it  is  no  longer  tenable^  the  Chief 
(lovernor,  hit*  council,  and  his  cabinet,  must  follow  the  army. 
1  shall  bo  m  town  to-morrow  evening. 

1  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c., 

Ralph  Absrcbomby. 

To  tAe  InkabUam  <^  ik^  Quern's  County. 

Konftda,  April  92, 1796. 
The  ten  daya^  notice  being  expired,  the  people  aie  called 
upon  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Counties  of  Tipperary, 
Kildrue,  and  the  Kini;''s  County,  and  give  up  all  their  con- 
cealed aruL<5,  inkva,  and  amniuuitiou. 
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The  troops  have  already  begun  to  act,  and  will  continue  to 
do  80  every  day,  with  increased  vigour,  until  they  have  enfoned 
obedienoe,  and  aceompliahed  their  object. 

The  plans  of  the  inaiugents  are  diacoTered;  their  ehiefib  are 
apprehended;  and,  in  meet  parte  of  the  eoontry,  the  dlaif* 
fectod  have  g^iven  tokens  of  submissiou  autl  repentance. 

Those  who  immediately  comply  with  this  last  aud  earnest 
request  may  be  assured  of  protection.  Farther  perseverenoe 
aud  obstinacy  will  cause  the  entire  ruin  of  themeeWee  and 
their  iamilieB. 

Oharlbs  AaaujLi  9f ajof-Genenl. 

^fV  B,  AbmrerowAif  to  Lord  CattUr^ci^h* 

DoUtn,  April  2S,17M. 
My  Lord— I  have  the  honour  to  endoee  to  your  lordship, 

for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  ihe  Lord-Lieutenaiit,  a 
letter  and  a  retuni  of  suspected  persons,  which  I  have  just 
received  from  Lieutenant-Geiioml  11.  Dundas,  the  contents  of 
which  appear  to  be  very  deserviug  of  notice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e., 

Ralph  Abbrcbombt. 

GMde  llartb,  April  23,  1798. 

Sir — Yesterday  a  man  of  family  and  fortune  put  a  paper 
into  my  hands,  containing  a  list  of  the  most  notorious  dis- 
affected persons  in  the  vicinity,  as  he  a.ssured  me;  aud  no 
man  in  this  part  of  the  country  had  a  better  opportuuity  of 
being  well  informed :  but  he  will  not  come  forward.  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  aend  you  the  eneloeed  eopy,  in  order  that  Go- 
▼emment  may  either  now  or  hereafter  make  what  use  of  it 
they  miiy  judge  proper.  We  ahall  in  the  mean  time  ayail 
ourselves  of  the  information  to  a  prudent  extent. 

Previous  to  the  military  execution,  which  commenced  this 
morninix,  a  few  arms  were  brought  in.  l»ut  so  inconsiderable  i\h 
hardly  to  merit  notice.  Colonel  Dunne,  in  King's  County, 
had,  by  his  report  of  Thursday  last,  been  more  iucoessfuU 
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He  states  having  then  leeeiTed  70  guns,  15  swords,  and  100 
pikes. 

ETCtything  goes  on  qnieily,  Imt  we  have  been  obliged  to 
destroy  a  large  quantity  of  whiskey,  witbont  wbioh  the  troops 

would  have  got  druuk,  aud  doue  much  mischief. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

B.  DUNDAB. 

Bight  Hou.  the  Commander-iu-Ciiief. 

RETURN  OP  8U8P£(rrBD  FBB80N8. 

Cbaiscten  of  the  Men. 

Tressiirer  to  the  County  iiieetiiig. 
BqraeQtative  to  Sni^gsoo  Com- 
mingl. 

Deeply  engaged,  and  a  Captain. 
A  Conmiittee-maQf  and  kuowa 
much. 

A  Captain,  mneb  with  Lord  Ed. 
Fitigerald. 

Treasurer  Kildare  Meeting. 
A  supposed  aasaarin. 


Name*. 

Reaidenee. 

Stephen  Grarry    .  . 

Odsve  .  . 

Waller  Mooney  .  • 

Friarstown  . 

Michsd  Lee  .   .  • 

Kildaze  .  ■ 

James  KeUy  .  .  . 

Do.   .   .  . 

Patrick  Bume    .  . 

Ballysaz .  . 

Hugh  Toole   .    .  • 

Conlanstown. 

Patrick  Coiiian  . 

Do.    .    .  . 

John  Coulau  . 

Do. 

DonituA  Caolsa 

Brownstown. 

Maurice  Conlan  .  . 

Do.    .    .  « 

Matthew  Conlan  .  . 

Ballysu .  . 

—  Conlan,  his  son  . 

Do.    .    .  . 

Thomas  Gauiiuu  . 

Ballyiair.  . 

Michael  Barnes  .  . 

Do.    .    .  . 

Edward  Bume    .  . 

Landcroft  . 

Christopher  Flood  . 

Cut  Bush 

^  Deering 

MaddenstowD 

rHbad  Home 

Ednnmd  Bell . 

Thomas  KeUy 

Patrick  Doyle 

— Flood  .  . 
—  Daly,  son  to 
ward  Daly 

Lawrance  Byrne 


I 


on  the  Cur 

rngh 

{ Postmaster  of 
Kilcullen 

.    Do.   •  , 


Ed- 


Do.  . 

I  Do,  . 

Ballysax 


Deep  in  the  secret. 

{Used  Co  be  nmeh  wHb  Loid  Ed. 
Fttagerald. 


r  His  son,  a  Captain,  and  now  in 
I  j"l- 


lias  a  meeting  every  Sunday  at 
his  home  at  10  o*dock. 


} 


» A  Captain,  and  sweais  in  many. 

'A  Captain,  and  deeply  eoo- 
eemed. 


{ 
{ 


A  Captain  of  the  half-barony 

of  Killcuilen. 
A  blaeksmith,  and  supposed  to 

have  made  moat  of  the  pikes. 
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.  Thomas  Kelly,  Esq.,  of  Maddenstown,  is  supposed  to  know 
ewrytkinff  relatiye  to  the  business  of  the  United  Men,  but  is 
afnid  to  apeak  out.  His  son,  Lewis  Kelly,  is  ooncorned  with 
them,  and  might  easily  be  prevailed  on  to  make  a  disooTeiy, 
being  a  man  of  weak  neryes,  and  a  great  dmnkard. 

Every  man  upon  the  Curragh  has  a  pike;  they  are  hid 
uudcr^^round. 

There  are  150  stand  of  arms  hid  iu  Maddenstown  bog. 

A  committee  consisting  of  twelve  choose  a  sergeant ;  ten 
seigeants  choose  a  captain ;  ten  captains  choose  a  colonel. 

The  signs  of  being  united  are — ^the  hands  clasped.  Answer, 
the  right  hand  to  the  left  hip. 

The  words — Be  steady.  Answer — 1  am  determined  to  free 
my  country,  or  die.    Liberty  !  Liberty  ! 

Lord  CctsUereagh  to  Lieutenant-Geueral  Lake} 

Dublin  Castle,  April  25,  1798. 

Sir — It  having  been  represented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  that  much  evil  may  arise  to  the  discipline  of  the 
troops  from  their  being  permitted  for  any  length  of  time  to 
live  at  free  quarters,  that  the  loyal  and  well-affected  have  in 

many  iiLstauces  i^nlTered  in  comiuoii  with  tlie  disaffected,  from 
a  measure  whieli  dors  not  admit  in  its  exeeution  of  sufficient 
discrimination  of  persons,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency 
to  request  that  you  will  advert  to  these  inconveniences,  and 
adopt  such  oih€r  m^crmu  and  tfikiwA  meamant  for  enforcing 
the  speedy  suzrender  of  arms  as  in  your  discretion  you  shall 
think  fit,  and  which  shall  appear  to  you  not  liable  to  these 
objections. 

I  have,  &c.,  Oastlereaoh. 

'  General  Lake  succeeded  tSir  Ralph  Ahcrcroinhy  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Ireland,  the  latter  having  been  appointed  to  the  like  situation 
in  Scotland.  That  excellent  officer  had  not  long  l>eforc  reprehended 
publicly,  and  in  the  severest  terms,  the  disgraceful  irregiilaiitics  and 
lioentiousnefls  of  the  armyiu  iixlaud,  ''which,"  he  empliatically  declared, 
'^must  render  it  formidable  to  ever^  one  but  the  enemy.** 
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LmUmatU-QmimU  VaUtmaif  to  Lord  OasUereaph. 

AprU  14, 1708. 

My  Lord — HaviDg  examioed  the  aituations  about  town  Ibr 
a  tempontfy  citadel,  and  for  a  place  of  fleeuritj  Ibr  the  trana- 
aetton  of  QoTemmeiit  bnauieeB  in  oaae  of  a  andden  inanmetioa 
in  tlie  eitj  of  Dublin,  and  which  might  also  contain  a  garriaon 

of  one  or  more  regiments,  I  find  none  more  eligible  than  the 
Royal  Hospital:  hut,  from  its  being  sunimnded  by  coiiiiiiand- 
ing  grounds,  ha  resistance  can  ho  agaiaot  a  mob  only,  because, 
the  buildings  being  extended  to  the  very  edge  of  the  hill  on  the 
aides  next  the  garden  and  the  road  leading  to  the  Qaol,  on  the 
oppodte  it  can  only  be  made  defenaible  by  a  atioug  atoocade{ 
and,  to  effect  even  thia,  the  bnildinga  should  be  taken  down 
between  the  hospital  and  Bow  Bridge.  The  Hoepital  is  sup- 
plied with  water  by  the  forcing-pump  of  Island  Bridge,  which 
may  bo  cut  off. 

The  in  w  Graol  in  the  rear  ol  tlie  liospital  slancis  on  bold  ground 
also,  and  might  make  a  very  considerable  advanoed  work  on 
that  side  by  preparing  it  to  receiTe  guns  and  mortars. 

The  Poor  House  is  a  huge  and  oommodious  buildiiig,  stand* 
tng  on  ground  rather  higher  up  than  the  Hospital.  It  is  so 
crowded  and  overlooked  by  houses  adjacent  and  contiguous  to 
its  surrounding  wall,  that  nothing  can  be  done  towards  the 
street.  In  the  rear  is  a  large  garden,  extending  to  the  canal, 
where  a  work  iiiiglit  be  thrown  up ;  but  this  wonld  be  tedious, 
and  at  length  the  situation  not  so  proper  as  others. 

The  Military  Infirmary  in  the  Park  is  very  confined  by  a 
rafine  on  one  side  and  the  circular  road  on  the  other,  afibr^ng 
no  room  for  any  kind  of  work  but  a  atoccade,  which  would  not 
eoTW  within  musket-shot  from  the  grounds  in  the  Park,  which 
are  still  higher.  Its  water  may  be  cut  off,  but  there  is  a  stream 
in  the  ravine. 

There  are  three  other  situations  in  tlie  Park  more  eh";ible 
as  to  site,  but  all  want  buildings,  viz : — the  Saluting  Battery, 
the  Magasine,  the  Star  Fort. 
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As  ft  dtftdel  to  the  town,  in  imrarm,  the  Seloting  Battery 
is  the  most  prefembk  site:  it  staode  on  high  ground,  not 
eommanded  but  from  Kilmsinham,  from  wliich  the  works  may 

be  eaijily  covered.    It  has  no  wat^r. 

The  hill  of  the  Magazine  k  commanding.  Any  work  thrown 
up  here  would  haye  the  double  adyantago  of  Becuriug  the  Maga* 
sine.   It  has  a  supply  of  water  by  wells  within. 

The  Star  Fort  may  be  made  tolerably  strong  in  a  short 
time  by  a  fiaised  parapet  and  stooeaded  snzronnd*  There  is 
water  in  the  diteh  at  aU  seasons.  The  interior  is  swampy,  and 
most  be  raised,  either  ibr  bnildings  or  encampment :  the  glacis 
will  afford  earth  for  tliat  purpose.  If  anything  ie  (loii«  hf»ro, 
the  srlacis  must  he  taken  away,  to  prevent  a  low  speedy  work 
being  looked  into  over  the  parapet. 

In  either  of  these  works  there  may  be  room  for  sheds  for  the 
gnns,  mortars,  6e.»  now  in  the  Castle  anenal.  By  the  time 
the  woiks  are  petfeeted,  the  season  hr  encamping  will  be 
•idvaneed-<-suppose  six  weeks  henee. 

On  inspection  of  the  Saluting  Battery,  it  oeeorred  that  little 
work  is  much  exposed  to  the  coup  de  main  of  a  mob,  who  miglit 
turn  the  guns  against  the  town,  and  that  they  might  be  placed 
with  advantage  within  the  Magazine. 

It  appears  also  that  the  Castle  may  be  made  mneh  more 
defcosiTe  against  a  mob  with  a  little  expense. 

Ghahlbb  Yallanobt, 
lientenant-Geneial,  Ohief  Engineer. 


€!apkm  Pdkmkm  to  Lord  Vitcauni  CatUerooffh, 

April,  1798. 

My  Lord — On  my  return  here  last  niglit  fromBanduu,  Kinsale, 
and  Cork  Harbour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's 
letter,  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  with  the  preciaion 
whieh  it  is  both  my  duty  and  desire  to  do,  because,  without 
exanuning  the  sitnirtions  in  all  lespeets  of  each  qpot,  it  would 
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he  impoaaible  for  me  to  give  aa  opinion  ifait  eonld  elaim  anjr 
weight.  What  oeeim  to  my  mind,  however,  on  the  aabfjeet,  I 
shall  state  shortly  to  yon. 

The  strongest  place  about  Dublin  is  the  Pigeon  House,  and 
tlie  most  convenient  for  working  at,  if  it  he  necessary  to  erect 
works  and  buildings  there  to  protect  and  contain  stores :  but,  to 
control  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  to  extend  that  control  generallj 
over  the  eity,  I  ahoold  think  some  tract  on  the  eonunanding 
ground  at  the  Imek  of  the  bamcks,  if  there  be  water,  would  be 
more  eligible.  The  new  Gaol  of  Kihnainham  is  too  remote, 
and  the  head-qnarters  there  are  too  maeh  enclosed  with  build- 
m<^s ;  but  I  should  think  that  the  Royal  Exchange,  added  to 
the  body  of  the  Castlo,  and  a  work  rna<,it'  between  it  and  the 
Castle,  to  command  Castle  Street,  would  secure  that  side  of 
the  Castle  from  any  assault ;  and  that,  it  the  storeci  of  conse- 
quence were  moved  into  that  side  of  the  Square  where  the  new 
buildings  are,  they  might  be  xeekoned  secure,  unless  eannon 
could  be  brought  sgainst  the  post.  I  think,  if  the  rear  windows 
of  all  the  apartments  had  strung  iron  bars,  and  an  opening  was 
cleared  away  between  Mr.  Cookers  house  and  Castle  Street,  to 
admit  the  fire  firom  the  back  of  the  present  f,'uard-house  tlirough 
loopholes,  tliat  might  sornro  that  quarter  from  assault;  but  I 
do  not  know  how  Mr.  Crosbie's  apartments  and  that  quarter 
of  the  Square  can  get  a  flank.  Indeed,  I  have  looked  at  it,  but 
there  eertainly  is  no  part  of  the  town  yon  eould  not  reach  from 
some  part  of  the  Castle  better  than  from  any  other  place, 
although  you  cannot  clear  away  about  it  for  its  defence.  The 
works  in  the  Park  would  be  very  remote  from  the  town,  and 
very  hard  to  complete.  The  works  at  the  Pigeon  House  would 
be  completed  immediately,  but  that  is  also  too  far  from  town 
for  any  great  effect.  To  my  mind,  however,  if  the  Castle  was 
secured,  and  the  works  which  evidently  present  themselves  as 
necessary  carried  on  at  the  Pigeon  House,  if  there  be  fresh 
water  Uiere  for  the  troops,  it  certainly  would  affi>rd  many  ad- 
vantages which  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship.   The  state 


Digitized  by  Google 


1798.1 


VlbCOUNT  CASTLEBEAGii- 


193 


of  tiie  field-train  m  (blly  occupies  me,  that  I  can  htMy  tnrn 
my  miud  to  what  your  loidrfhip  desires  me  to  consider,  because 
what  I  do  to  the  tield-train  I  am  sure  wiW  he  right ;  what  I  say 
to  you  at  a  diatance  from  a  spot  I  oannot  judge  of  will  most 
pffofaabiy  be  wrong;  bat  I  shall  Iom  no  time  in  presmiig  on  to 
limoitisk  to-moiTow,  and  hopa  in  a  hw  dajs  to  be  in  town* 
and  have  the  honour  of  leoeiYing  his  ExeeUenoj'e  fiurCher  com* 
nuuids.   I  have  the  hononr  to  he,  ke^ 

T.  Paksnham. 


Obttnaium  mbmUi^dfir  eaiuid§niitm  by  Cimiti  Tarrma^ 

April  90^  1796. 

ya„      »  • 

To  pferent  the  made-up  provisions  that  may  be  at  Wateilbrd, 
Gork,  and  Limerick  for  exportation  from  being  posseased  by 

ail  enemy,  the  commandinfj  officers  in  those  districts  should  have 
f>rd(  I  S  to  bo  fumislied  with  weeldy  returns  ot  such  provisions 
as  are  in  thc^e  several  towns. 

At  Waterford,  Ross,  and  Gmignemanagh  are  many  boats» 
jthal  are  in  the  trade  fi>r  lime,  sUme,  and  other  artielea,  thai 
pass  up  and  down  the  Siiir  and  Banow  Biven,  and  may  pro- 
ceed to  Dublin  by  the  canal.  A  list  of  the  boats  that  each 
place  can  tamish  should  be  kept  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
that  district. 

On  the  landing  of  an  enemy,  (south  of  Wateribrd)  a  sufficient 
nnmber  of  boats  should  be  engaged,  and  the  provisions  imme* 
diately  put  on  board,  keeping  the  different  properties  in  separate 
boats,  whieh  should  moTe  up  the  Banow  BiTer,  towards  or  to 
Dnblin,  as  cirenmstanees  may  require. 

At  Cork,  the  provisions  may  be  best  disposed  of  in  ships, 
and  conveyed  to  the  safest  ports  in  Ireland  or  England. 

At  Limerick,  they  may  be  conveyed  by  land  to  such  parts 
as  may  be  deemed  the  most  secure. 

On  the  Bivers  Suir,  Nore,  and  Barrow  are  many  fionr-miOi, 

▼OL.  I.  o 
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thst  hm  lai^e  qmntitiw  of  mn  in  ftora^  and  may  supply 
either  friend  or  foe. 

On  an  invasion,  (if  in  the  Houth)  all  the  flour  that  can  should 
be  conv^ed  in  boata  up  the  Barrow,  or  by  cars  towards  Dublin. 

If  the  enemy  should  penetrate  far  into  the  country,  the  mills 
should  be  prmnted  giinding  suoh  coin  as  maj  be  left  in  store 
by  breaking  of  the  upper  stones— as  mndi  oom  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  remove  having  been  previously  done^  to  prevent  an 
enemy  being  supplied  with  00  neeoooary  an  artiele. 

On  an  eiiemy''8  landing,  tlie  mills  should  he  guai^cnJ,  and 
prevented  from  grinding  more  com  than  will  be  sufficient  to 
serve  the  inhabitanta  adjacent. 

To  Svjpply  the  Trof^  with  Food. 

In  each  distriet  the  detadiments  should  be  supplied  with 
blsenit  for  a  fortnight  at  least,  and,  instead  of  its  being  made 
round,  as  is  usual,  to  have  it  in  squares  of  about  six  inches, 
which  mav  be  made  in  moulds  as  easily  of  a  round  form. 
Where  large  quantities  are  stored,  it  should  be  in  light  deal 
boxes,  the  inner  angles  lined  with  tin,  which  will  keep  it  mneh 
seenrer  from  vermin  than  the  present  way  of  stowage,  in  bi^ 
whieh  are  soon  perforated,  and  the  bisenits  soon  ledneed  to 
enunbs* 

Potatoes  may  be  nearly  consumed,  or  soon  rendered  barely 

eatable.  Loaves  of  bread  canuot  be  furuiahed  when  the  country 
shall  he  invaded. 

If  biscuit  is  made  of  a  square  form,  a  soldier  may  carry 
several  days^  provision. 

Biscuit  may  be  dealt  out  to  the  troops,  and  a  fresh  supply 
go  on,  without  any  additional  expense  to  Qovemment. 

On  AmmuMHon  fiumuM  to  tkg  TVocypt. 

It  has  long  been  tho  practice  to  issue,  yearly,  powder  and 
ball  to  tho  regiments  in  certain  quantities  ;  and,  whether  the 
former  year's  allowance  had  been  expended  or  not  in  training 
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the  nHm  i&  the  nie  of  anni,  them  has  been  •  aimOar  anpply  in 
the  enantng  year,  by  which  there  has  been  a  lednndaney  in 

store,  that  has  been  deemed  a  lawful  perquisite.  And  I  have 
been  informed  there  has  b<^en  as  much  left  by  one  regiment 
only  as  cost  the  G^yemmeut  upwards  of  J^IOO,  which  was 
ofifored  by  the  quartermaster  to  the  etorekeepers  for  a  much 
kei  eum :  hot  eneh  depoeita  cannot  now  be  ao  eaaily  made,  aa 
the  deliveiy  ia  confined  to  a  ahorter  time. 

The  dtapoaal  of  the  lednndaocj  of  ammnnition  ta  an  abnae 
that  flhould  hare  been  prerented  in  time  of  peace ;  and,  should 
it  go  on  at  this  time,  it  would  require  an  immediate  reformation, 
or  the  most  fierious  consequences  must  ensue  to  the  Govern^ 
ment. 

On  a  Soldier's  Drm, 

The  hat,  aa  at  preaent  codced,  and  pfot  on  fteqnently  on  one 
aide  of  the  head,  ndther  aecnrea  hia  head  nor  iMok  fiom  rain, 
nor  Bcreena  hia  eyea  from  the  aon*  It  is,  therefore,  not  merely 

a  useless  part  of  dress,  but  is  au  incumbrance,  particularly  in 
windy  weather. 

It  may  l>e  reasonably  supposed  that  a  soldier's  dress  for 
aerrice  should  be  useful,  and  afford  him  aa  much  comfort  aa 
poaaible;  hia  eyea  ahonld  be  acreened  ftom  the  ann,  when 
fronting  an  enemy,  and  hia  head,  neck,  and  ahonldera  goarded 
fiom  rain,  nor  ahonld  the  coreiing  be  tronbleaome  in  any  weather. 

SmaH  round  hata  or  caps,  with  a  Tiaor  to  tnm  op  ooea- 
sionally,  to  which  an  oil-skin  ilap  that  should,  when  necessary, 
bo  fixed  thereto,  or  removed  occasionally,  would  answer  both 
purposes,  and  contribute  much  to  keep  the  men  in  health. 
The  flap  would  be  at  the  amall  ezpence  of  three  ahillings. 

In  one  campaign  an  army  beoomeamach  deereaaed ;  thoogh 
bat  fow  are  kfiled,  yet  abundance  of  the  aoldieia  die,  and  but 
iSBw  officera.  The  latter  can,  in  general,  when  wet,  have  the 
comfort  of  dry  clothing  j  the  former  often  rise,  as  they  lie 
down,  with  wet  clothing. 

The  helmet  worn  by  horsemen  does  not  secure  their  necks 
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and  ahonlders  against  either  rain  or  the  stroke  of  a  sabro  or 
sword ;  and  those  parts  majr  be  snppoaed  to  be  the  most  likely 
to  reeeiye  each  etrokee  when  horsemen  ehai^ge  horaemen. 

A  flap  of  leather,  lined  with  woollen  eloth,  with  jointed 
plates  of  iron  qnilted  between,  that  shoold  eover  the  dioidders, 
to  be  annexed  to  the  helmet  occasionally,  would  guard  the 
neck  and  shoulders  both  against  the  sword  and  rain.  When 
not  necessary  for  those  purposes,  it  may  be  rolled  up  and 
carried  with  other  necessaries.  Its  price  about  sixteen  or 
eighteen  shillings. 

On  Jnfamirff  being  iSuppUiid  tcith  Intrenching  and  other  Tools. 

There  may  be  many  sitoations  in  this  oonntry,  if  it  should 
be  invaded,  where  troops  may  be  in  distress  far  want  of  sneh 
implements.  As  can  or  loaded  tombrels,  with  tools,  maybe 
remote,  or  cannot  cross  an  enclosed  country,  when  a  short 

iiuiu  lust  iii;iv  liavt'  bad  consequences,  it  ia  proposed  that  each 
company  of  a  regiment  '^iiouKl  have  a  pickaxe,  a  spade,  and 
a  slashing  hook,  with  a  proper  handle,  to  be  carried  by  means 
of  leather  straps  across  the  shoulders,  the  oarrieis  to  be  re- 
lieved on  a  march. 

I  have  had  light  ones  made  for  thai  purpose^  and  they  may 
be  carried  without  any  diflicnlty  i  the  pattecna  ate  in  the  Ord- 
nance yard. 

On  FiM-airtiiiary  being  JkmisM  wUh  iMrmtkii^  Tooit. 

There  may  be  situations  also  that  require  the  immediate 

application  of  such  tools,  when  store  carriages  may  be  too  re- 
mote. It  is  proposed  to  annex  two  pickaxes,  two  spades,  and 
one  slashing  hook  to  such  gun>carriages  as  will  admit  of  it.  I 
proposed  it  to  the  priucipal  officers  of  the  ordnance;  they 
approved  of  it.   

The  Hon,  Captain  PaUnkam  to  Lord  CatUonagk, 

DvUin,  April  97, 1799. 
My  Lord— Sinee  my  return  to  Dublin,  I  have  examined  all 

the  avenues  about,  and  all  the  situations  in  the  town,  and  find 
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not  ooe  of  them  capable  of  being  jfoimed  into  a  post  either  of 
fleeoiity  or  oonyenienoe. 
The  town  of  Bingeend  offers  a  post  whieh  may  be  made  for 

the  present  seeure  agMnst  any  sudden  attack ;  and  the  progress 

of  its  regular  Ibrtilieatiuns  and  buildings  may  proceed  as  expe- 
ditiously as  necessary,  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  defence 
of  the  place.  It  will  secure  the  possession  of  the  South  Wail, 
and  of  the  Pigeon  House,  which,  if  his  Excellency  approves 
of  poaaesaing,  should  be  immediately  occupied  by  iroopa  and 
artillery.  The  artilleiy  could  be  moTod  either  from  Lau^* 
linaton  or  from  Ohapeliaod,  and  the  field-train  would  eSbctnidly 
secure  the  place  from  any  surprise.  Wooden  huts  from 
Laugh  1  in  Sit  oil  would  make  accommodation  for  both  men  ami 
horses  at  the  Pigeon  House;  and  tlio  Hotel  there  would 
hold  all  the  arms  and  made-up  ammunition  in  the  arsenal  of 
Dublin. 

At  this  time,  drenmatances  are  particularly  fibvourable  for 
tmdertakittg  that  work,  as  the  Ballast  Office  hare  just  deter- 
mined upon  discharging  their  workmen,  who  could  be  imme- 
diately ensfaged  in  the  Ordnance  employment.  It  is  necessary 
to  state  to  your  lordship,  that  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
will  be  necessary  even  for  the  commencement  of  this  work,  and 
that  a  thousand  pounds  per  week  will  be  as  little  as  can  be 
expected  to  forward  the  undertaking  with  any  degrse  of  reapeoi* 
aUe  despatch. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

T.  Pij;:BNHAM. 


Lieuieiumt'OmurtU  Lake  to  Lord  CasUm-eagh. 

Royal  Hospital,  May  22,  1798. 
My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  your 
lordship  a  letter,  dated  the  20th  inst.,  irom  the  Hon.  Briga- 
dier-General Knox,  to  the  Adjutant-General,  acknowledging 
the  leoeipt  of  His  ExceUency^s  orders  on  the  subject  of  con- 
stituting EnniakiUeii  a  gai-riaon  town,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of 
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luB  letter  on  that  head  to  Mr.  Stewart,  Chief  Magistnitei  from 
whom,  BB  well  as  from  the  prinoipal  people  of  the  town  and  Ua 
Tidnity,  the  general  stales  he  has  ereiy  teason  to  expeot  sap- 
port;  bnt  that  aoqmeseenoe  In  the  system  of  restraint,  neees- 

saiy  to  be  imposed,  will  be  Tolnntary,  unless  the  express  power 
of  the  military  coiamaiidant  shrill  be  uutliurized  by  Art  o\' 
Parliament ;  and  further  observing,  that  the  power  to  remove 
persons  of  suspicious  character  is  most  essential,  and  without 
whioh,  is  the  present  times,  no  fortified  place  oontaining  laigo 
qnantttiss  of  ordnanee  and  oommissaviat  stores  can  be  seenre ; 
that  a  fortified  town  in  Inland  is  a  new  case,  nor  does  he 
think  the  eireamBtanees  of  this  coimtry  would  justify  following 
precisely  the  precedents  aftbrded  by  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth, 
and  therefore  submittin*^  whether  military  regulatioua  8]iould 
TK)t  be  established  by  law  in  such  towns  as  (jtoyemmeut  may 
think  proper  to  fortify  for  the  proteetion  of  mi^;»anss,  arms, 
stores,  isc 

I  request  yon  will  he  pleased  to  by  Brigadier-Genenl 
Knoz^s  letter  and  its  endosore  before  the  Lord-UsatsnaBl, 

and  signify  to  me  his  £iZoelleney*s  pleasure  thereon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

G.  Lake, 

Enniskilkn,  May  20,  1798. 

Sir — I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  17th,  endosing 
a  copy  of  Lord  Castlereagh'*s  letter  to  General  Lake,  on  the 
snbjeol  of  constituting  Enniskillen  a  garrison  town. 

I  endose  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  writton  to  Mr.  Stewart, 
Chief  Ma^ifistrBto.  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  support 
from  him  and  from  the  principal  people  of  the  town  and  vici- 
nity ;  but  iicquiescence  in  the  system  of  restraint  that  it  must 
be  necessary  to  impose,  will  be  voluntary,  unless  the  express 
power  of  the  militaiy  commandant  shall  be  authorised  by  Act 
of  Pariiament» 

The  power  to  remove  persons  of  suspicious  character  is 
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most  easeniialt  and  widwefc  whieli.  In  the  piwcnt  times,  no 
fortified  phee  oontsining  large  quantitiee  of  ordnance  and 

commissariat  stores  can  be  secure. 

A  fortified  town  in  Ireland  is  a  new  case,  nor  would  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  justify  following  the  precise  pre- 
cedent afforded  by  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth. 

I  submit,  therefore,  to  Ckneral  Lake,  whether  nutitaij 
legoUitions  should  not  be  established  by  law  in  sneh  towns  aa 
the  OoTemment  may  think  proper  to  fortify  for  the  piotedtion 
of  m^;asineB,  anns,  stores,  j^e. 

1  have  the  liouour  to  be,  &c., 

J.  Knox. 

PS.  I  set  out  this  day  to  moot  tho  Officers  commanding 
Yeorrintiry  Corps  in  Cavan,  Monagban,  Armagh,  and  Tyrone, 
and  shall  not  retom  here  before  the  29th,  on  whioh  day  I  hafo 
appointed  the  meeting  of  the  yeomanry  eiq^lmns  of  the  Oonnty 
d  Fermanagh. 

Enuiakillcn,  May  20,  1798. 
Sir^ — Jn  consequence  of  orders  from  his  Excellency  tho 
Lord-Lieutenant,  under  date  the  16th  inst.,  directing  me  to 
declare  Enniskillen  a  garrison  town,  and  for  that  purpose  tn- 
Testing  me  with  plenaiy  anthority  for  establishing  sneh  regn- 
lations  and  orders  aa  may  be  neoessaiy  for  the  seenrity  of  the 
town,  its  stores,  &c.,  it  is  proposed  to  state  to  yon,  as  Chief 
Civil  Magistrate  of  Enmskillen,  the  points  which  seem  to  me 
of  prime  necessity  to  the  carrying  into  execution  this  liii* 
Excellency's  instructions.  And  1  have  to  require  your  advice 
as  to  the  manner  by  which  they  may  be  most  effectually 
mforeed  \  being  thoroughly  oonvinced  that,  in  the  disohaige  of 
this  duty,  I  shall  reosiTo  the  ready  and  hearty  snpport  of 
yourself;  the  magistrates,  and  all  others  his  Majeety^a  loyal 
subjects  of  |g"«iAillim  and  its  vicinity. 
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Tht-  points  immediato^  ooovirin^  are  mIoUowb,  viz., 

1b%.  To  Moeftaui  tlie  nmiibw  of  penNnt  lahalHting  flMh 
home,  diitiiij;;iiuhuig  their  oceapatioiui,  and,  ae  ftr  as  msy  be, 
their  ehftnetem  aod  prineiplee. 

2jid\j.  To  remove  from  henee  theee  whoee  ebanetera  and 
principles  shall  be  found  sudi  -aa  to  render  their  retii&iniQg 
withm  the  garrison  unsafe  and  impolitic, 

Srdly.  To  fix  the  hours  at  which  you  may  think  it  moat 
ooliTMiieDt  to  the  loyal  inhabitante  (eonaiatent  ¥rith  the  raahi 
object  of  eonstitatuig  this  a  gamon  town)  to  hm  the  bar- 
rien  dosed. 

4thly.  To  frame  saeh  regnlatioiia  as  may  prevent  any  boat 

from  plying  during  the  night. 

5thly.  To  settle  the  hour  at  whicli  it  may  be  neceasarv,  for 
the  preservation  of  good  order  in  the  town,  to  shut  up  tiie 
publio-honses ;  and  under  what  circumstances,  and  in  what 
manner^  it  may  be  necessary  they  shoold  be  visited  by  the 

Sach  are  the  subjects  I  sttbnut  to  your  discassiott ;  bnt  I 
eannoi  eonelnde  this  letter  without  expressing  my  fhll  confi- 
dence in  the  general  loyally  "f  tliis  town  and  country — ^is- 
tinguislieti,  as  the  inhabitants  of  both  have  been,  in  the  most 
crit!Vri]  periods  of  our  own  histoxy,  by  their  active  attaohm^t 
to  that  constitution,  for  the  presenration  of  which  we  are  now 

contending.   1  have  the  hononr  to  be,  &e., 

  J.  Knox. 

Lord  GrmnUeto^ 

Cleveland  Bow,  li^  9, 1798. 
My  dear  Lord — I  am  ashamed  to  have  so  long  deferred 
answering  yoor  letter;  but  I  had,  according  to  yonr  desire, 
pnt  it  into  the  Duke  of  Portland's  hands,  and  I  had  some  idea 
that  111'  ititended  writing:  t<)  you  upon  the  subject,  on  which,  I 
think,  liis  opinions  seem  entirely  to  concur  with  those  which  I 
have  been  able  to  ionn.  upon  it. 

^  It  does  not  appear  to  whom  this  letter  waa  iddieeeed. 
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I  hftve  myself  no  dHEeulty  wbaterer  in  wying  drnt^  in  the 

«a8e  of  the  fogiiives,  Parliament  ooght  most  certainly  to  pass 
acts  of  attainder  in  defiiult  of  their  surrendering  themselves  to 
justice.  It  would  be  be«it  (but  I  do  not  think,  it  at  all  uecenmry) 
that  thsse  bilU  ahoiUd  be  grounded  on  previous  indictments 
tend  in  the  usual  coarse  of  law.  If  that  cannot  be  done^ 
iheie  mnst  then,  I  oonosire,  be  some  eiamination  of  witnesses, 
either  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  or  in  a  seeret 
committee,  or  at  least  some  papers  produced  to  sndi  a  com- 
mittee, such  as  may  personally  implicate  the  iudiyiduals  in  the 
charge  of  treason. 

You  will  see,  in  the  last  volume  of  Hatseil,  p.  300,  several 
preeedents,  particnlarly  the  fiist,  which  support  this  proceed- 
ing $  and,  as  the  first  immediately  followed  the  Bevolntton, 
and  the  rest  aie  all  snbseqnent  to  it,  no  objection  can  be  taken 
against  them. 

The  case  of  the  Bill  which  passed  the  House  of  (Jummons  in 
168^,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  with  amendint  uta,  but 
was  then  dropped ;  that  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  several  others 
in  1711s  and  that  in  1746  (Honse  of  Commons^  Jonmal, 
April  89, 174Q,  are  all  instances  where  snch  a  bill  has  pro- 
eeeded  on  etsa  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons.  In  Sir  J.  Fenwiek'*8  ease,  papers  only  were  pro- 
duced, hut  I  apprehend  au  iudictuient  had  been  beforeliaiid 
against  him.  In  the  case  of  the  Pretender,  the  attainder 
seems  to  be  grounded  on  public  notoriety  alone ;  and  in  the 
other  cases  mentioned  by  HatseU,  there  had  been  a  previons 
impeachment  carried  np  to  the  bar  of  the  Honse  of  Lords* 
The  cases  in  the  preceding  eentury  are  of  less  authority;  bnt 
in  most,  if  not  all,  there  seems  to  have  been  some  rim  mee 
evidence  heard  at  the  bar.  I  have  not  the  Commons'  Jouniab 
of  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  therefore  have  not  looked  into  the 
proceedings  on  originating  the  Bills  of  Attainder,  which,  I 
think  I  recollect,  passed  there  in  1689,  or  thereabouts.  Bnt, 
-upon  the  whole,  I  haye  no  doobt,  that  if  stronger  ground  can- 
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not  be  had,  the  Beport  of  «  Conunittee,  Bteftmg  the  eadeienee 
of  a  tieaeowible  oompinMsj,  aod  ehM^ng  iodiTidnale  by  lumi^ 
80  persons  who  appear  to  have  been  engaged  in  that  conspiracj, 

and  who  have  fled  tlie  countrv,  would  be  sufficient  ground  for 
a  bill  of  attainder  in  default  ot  surreiidt  r.  Nor  do  1  tliuik  this 
proceeding  will  be  nugatory  :  because,  1 .  You  could  tliereby 
confisoate  their  property,  and  attaint  their  blood  in  Ireland  $ 
whereae,  no  pvoeess  of  outlawry  would  stand  agaimit  the  alle- 
gation, even  of  the  most  trivial  omiasiQn  or  error,  sappoeiiig 
the  criminali  to  return  and  oflfer  themselTea  to  trial,  after  the 
evidence  is  either  dead  or  bought  off.  And,  2.  You  might 
easily,  and  without  the  poasibility  ot  objection,  add  to  such  a 
bill  a  clause  of  tlie  same  nature  with  tliat  in  Attprb!iry''s  bill, 
by  which  all  correspondence  and  intercourse  between  him  and 
the  King's  subjects  was  absolutely  prohibited. 

If  thie  view  of  the  eabject  ia  right,  it  remains  to  consider 
what  is  fit  to  he  done  in  the  cases  of  the  traitors  who  have 
been  arrested,  and  are  now  in  oonfinement ;  hnt  against  whom 
it  may  not  be  possible  to  bring  such  evidence  of  guilt  as  will 
suffice  to  convict  thorn  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  With 
respect  to  them,  the  decision  is  less  pressing,  because  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  allows  yon  to  detain  them 
in  eostody,  and  no  man  can  doubt  that  their  cases  are  precisely 
those  which  the  Sospension  Act  was  intended  to  provide  for. 
In  the  interval,  it  is  possible  that  fresh  evidence  may  be  pror 
enred ;  that  the  measures  taken  for  suppressing  the  Bebelltott 
may  give  more  confidence  to  the  witnesses  whom  yon 
already  have,  and,  by  removing  from  their  niiuds  the  terror 
under  which  they  now  labour,  may  induce  them  to  consent  to 
be  brought  forward«-or  that  the  course  of  affairs  may  be  snoh 
as  to  produce  a  more  evident  and  uupiestionable  necessity  for 
a  Parliamentary  proceeding.  I^  however,  that  necessity  is 
conceived  to  exist  already,  and  there  are  certainly  strong 
grounds  for  that  opinion,  I  conceive  the  whole  question  will 
then  turn  on  a  comparison  of  expediency,  which  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  decide  but  upon  the  spot. 
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Thai  a  liill  of  pains  and  penaltiee,  not  going  to  life  or  limb, 
in  eases  whew  legal  evidenee  is  wanting  (and  that  by  the  act 
of  the  criminal,  or  by  the  nature  of  tlie  conspiracy),  but  when 
the  guilt  IB  manifest,  and  in  of  a  nature  wliich,  if  Icf^ally 
proTed,  would  affect  his  life,  that  euch  bilk  are  conBouant  to 
the  principle  and  practieo  of  onr  constitution,  is  of  itself  unde- 
niable; but  it  is,  besides,  established  beyond  dispute,  by  the 
precedent  in  Attetbniy^s  case,  which  I  think  appears  to  haTs 
been  extremely  well  oonaidersd,  and  oondneted  with  great 
judgment  and  temper. 

But  neither  the  principle  nor  the  advantage  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding applies,  except  in  the  instance  of  one  or  two  (or  pos- 
sibly three  or  four)  leading  conspirators,  by  whose  punishment 
and  removal  firom  the  means  of  doing  mischief  the  conne  of 
this  conspiracy  will  be  either  totally  stopped,  or  at  least  yeiy 
greatly  impeded;  becanae  no  precedent  or  analogy  wonld 
bear  you  out  in  applying  this  mode  of  proceeding  to  nnmerona 
bodies  of  men,  and  thus  appearing  to  supersede  the  ordinary 
law  and  course  of  justice,  not  in  individual  cases,  but  in  the 
general  puninhment  of  all  treasons. 

Now  I  am  hardly  enough  informed  of  the  state  of  Ireland 
to  judge  whether  thera  are  any  such  indlTidaals  amoogBt  the 
traitors,  nor,  if  there  are^  wheihar  th^  an  among  the  priaon" 
en.  Periia|Mi  Lord  E.  Fitii;era]d  and  O'^Oonnor  may  be  of 
this  deseription ;  but  the  former  wonld  be  reached  by  the  pro^ 
ceedinf];  against  fugitives;  aud, as  the  latter  is  to  be  tried  here, 
it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  attaint  him  after  acquittal,  if 
that  should  be  the  issue. 

Whether  there  are  any  one  or  two  others,  whose  example 
wonld  be  safficiently  marited  to  operato  to  any  great  degree, 
either  to  deter  othem  or  to  maim  the  conspinw^,  yon  alone  can 
judge ;  bat,  unless  that  is  the  case,  I  should  cert^nly  not 
advise  the  proceeding  by  bill  against  them ;  at  least,  not  till 
the  time  arrives  when  you  must  decide  between  tliat  course 
and  the  letting  them  be  discharged  from  coniiuement,  without 
trial  or  punishment  of  any  kind. 
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I  have  writUn  yoa  »  rerj  long  letter,  and  on  a  anbjeot  on 
whioh  I  niiiet,  of  eoorM,  be  nndentood  to  be  giving  you  only 
my  own  opiniou.  Bai  of  thoie  I  owe  yon  on  ereiy  aoeonnt 
the  most  nnrMenred  comraanicatiou ;  and  I  have  no  otberwieli 

than  tliat  thev  may  be  of  uonw  use  to  you.  But,  as  such  a 
correspondence  is  of  course  quite  extra-official,  you  have 
the  goodness  not  to  let  it  go  beyond  yourself  unless  you  should 
have  any  wiah  to  ebow  it  to  the  GhaooeUor  or  to  Lord  Caatle- 
reagb,  to  neither  of  whom  I  ean  have  any  desire  to  make  the 
leaat  exception. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  &c., 

GBKNViLLii. 


Mr.  WiekkamioJMrdCattim'M^fk. 

WbiCdid],  il^  IS,  1706. 
My  Lord— I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordshtp« 
by  the  Duke  of  Portland's  direction,  the  extracts  of  two  letters, 
and  an  enclosure  in  one  of  tlieiu  iVoai  Lord  Bulkelev  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Duudas,  giving  some  iufonuation  of  a  person  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  Correfiponding  Society,  and  sng^ 
gesting  that  some  restrietion  should  be  made  with  respect  to 
the  granting  of  passports  between  Holyhead  and  Dublin ;  and 
I  am  to  desire  that  your  Lordship  will  Uy  the  same  before  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  and  submit  to  his  Excellency ""s  consideration 
whether  any  rcfrulations  can  with  propriety  bo  adopted  on 
either  side  of  the  water,  in  the  mode  of  granting  passports 
from  one  country  to  the  other. 

I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  &e., 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

Egtrad     a  Letter  from  Lord  Vitemnt  Butteley  to 
Mr,  Secretary  J>undat» 

Barualiill,  Anglesey,  May  1,  1798. 
I  don't  know  whether  you  will  tliink  me  too  othcious  or  not, 
but  the  enclosed  struck  me  as  of  too  much  importance  not  to 
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be  oommanieited  to  GoTornment.  Shoitfd  yon  hr  the 
gentlemen^B  names,  I  will  send  them  to  you  by  return  of  post. 
1  cannot  help  thinking  tliat  it  would  bo  very  advisablp,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  be  much  more  strict  about  passports  at 
Holyhead  than  they  are  at  present.  The  disbyal  disposition 
of  the  bwer  Iiieh  is  too  notorious  not  to  require  mneh  attention* 

Exiraei<faZ^frmLord  VtKomd  BMUg  to 
Mr*  Boonkiry  DmnSoi. 

April  80^  17M. 

I  haye  just  disoovered  that  a  man  at  Beaumaris,  of  the  name 
of  Lloyd,  was  a  correspondent  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  and  connected  with  Cowdery,  a  printer  at  Man- 
chester, whose  sons  are  now  in  custody  in  London.  I  aLwajs 
enspectod  him  |  but  it  is  lately  only  he  has  been  diseoraed, 
and  he  is  now  at  Chester.  I  shall  to-morrow  send  yon  some 
enriouB  partieukrs  of  a  eoaTeisation  between  a  gentbman  and 
an  Irishman  at  Chester,  on  a  mistake  of  his  taking  the  gen- 
tleman for  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  I  cannot  help  hintii^ 
that  an  eye  to  the  Irish  at  this  moment  ih  almost  as  necessary 
as  to  the  French,  and  that  more  strictut-ss  bhuuld  be  adopted 
at  Holyhead  about  the  passports,  and  the  same  at  Dublin.  If 
you  will  give  us  power  here,  we  will  do  our  duty.. 

On  Sunday  night,  the  22nd  of  April,  a  gentleman  who  was 
walking  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Chester^  was  addressed  by  a 
man,  meanly  dressed,  and  apparently  off  a  journey.  His 
address  was  thus  : — "  My  Lord  Edward,  I  am  glad  to  see  you ; 
we  thought  you  had  got  safe  to  France.""  It  struck  the  c^en- 
tieman  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  gaining  some  importaut 
information  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  by  carrying  on 
the  deeeption.  He,  therefore,  acknowledged  he  was  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald  and  his  eonntiTman.  The  man  imme- 
diately griped  the  gentleman  by  the  hand,  and  gave  him  a 
partiottlar  pressure  upon  the  knueUe  of  the  fore-iinger,  which 
the  gentleman  returned.  The  gentleman  inunediateiy  in<^uired 
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when  he  left  Ireland ;  he  wm  informed  on  Thnnday  kai.  The 
genilenum  then  pni  aereial  qneelkniB  to  the  man  aa  to  the 
aitnation  of  matters ;  he  ^to  only  ihia  anawer.      All  ia  not 

well  as  we  could  wish.  I  am  much  fatigued  to-niglii  j  but,  if 
you  will  be  bore  to-morri)w  morning  exa<!tly  at  ten  oVlock, 
you  will  see  me  sitting  on  one  of  tlu^se  stops  j"*  (pointing,  at  the 
same  time,  to  stepa  which  led  up  to  a  particular  house)  you 
will  look  hard  at  me»  and  I  will  follow  you  to  the  wall  of  the 
dty,  where  we  ean  oonTSiie  without  anapieion.^  We  parted 
for  the  night. 

-  The  gentleman  had  a  fiiend  at  the  inn  to  whom  he  com- 
municated what  had  passed.  It  was  resolved  that  liis  friend 
should  pass  as  hia  cousin,  and  also  bo  present  at  the  ooDYer- 
aation  which  was  to  take  place  next  morning. 

In  the  morning,  the  stranger  was  punctual  to  his  appoint- 
ment I  and,  when  they  anriYed  at  a  part  of  the  eity-wall  oon-^ 
Tenient  Ibr  oonTemtion,  the  gentleman  again  pnt  the  aame 
qneation  aa  last  niglit,  and  reoeived  the  aame  anawer.  The 
gentleman  then  inquired  how  the  military  stood  affected.  The 
answer  was,  "  The  militia  iin:  :d\  our  own,  except  a  black 
sheep  her©  and  there ;  but  you  know  we  can  easily  dispose 
of  ibtm.  We  have  alao  gained  over  most  of  the  Scotch  Fencible 
ngimenta,  bat  we  cannot  make  anything  of  the  English  tegi- 
menta.**  He  ihen,  without  being  aaked  the  qnestion,  aaid» 

I  donbt  they  are  hmiing  the  oanae  in  the  sonth ;  tlicj  h%yn 
begun  too  soon.  They  are  more  eanttons  in  the  north,  and 
still  continue  to  pay  thoir  rents.  It  will  yet,''  be  added,  '*  bo 
some  time  before  the  general  burst  is  made."*  He  also  added, 
that  they  were  playing  the  fool  in  Dublin  by  being  so  pre- 
mature. I  then  inquired  where  Sir  Watkin  Wynne^s  regi- 
ment was.  He  told  me  they  were  gone  to  the  eouUi ;  and 
it  was  determined  that  not  a  man  of  that  regiment  should  be 
in  existence  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  as  they  had  done 
too  much  mischief  in  the  north.  I  then  inquired  if  he  knew 
what  tlie  intentions  of  the  French  were.    He  told  me  that 
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the  last  aeeoonts  woe,  m  loon  as  their  foroee  were  aanmUed 
and  all  ready,  their  Intentioim  were  to  iiiTade  Irehmd  in  three 

different  places,  viz.,  Bel&st,  the  Sliaiuiuii,  and  Londonderry, 
lie  isaid  a  regular  correspondence  wa«5  carried  on  with  France. 
He  said,  aleo,  that  there  was  not  a  blacksmith  in  Dublin  but 
was  new  bney  in  making  pikea,  &c.  He  added,  If  yon 
pleaae,  m j  Lord,  I  can  go  ever  to  Dublin,  and  bring  yon  the 
most  ezaet  infiinnation  of  every  thing  in  the  eome  of  fonr 
days.  Give  rae  only  a  letter  signed  by  yonieetf  to  any  of 
your  frieuds,  ami  1  11  perish  in  the  attempt  rather  than  fail." 

I  regretted  much  I  was  not  <iC(|uainted  with  Lord  Edward's 
writing,  otherwise  the  most  complete  intelligence  might  have 
been  had.  The  man  wonld  not  go  oTer  nnleaa  I  wrote.  Had 
I  written,  it  mnat  hate  prodneed  a  dieoorery,  withoni  having 
any  good  effeoi.  I  then  eonenlted  with  my  friend,  who  waa 
present  at  the  conversation,  whether  we  ehonld  apprehend  the 
man.  Upon  mature  deliht  ration,  we  thought  it  better  nut ; 
as  we  were  convinced  lie  would  deny  every  thing.  I  have, 
however,  mentioned  what  passed  to  a  gentleman,  who  ia  of 
opinion  thai  it  is  of  aneh  eonaeqnenoe  that  it  ought  to  be 
transmitted  to  his  Mi^jesty'*s  ministen. 

PS.  I  feigoi  to  mention  one  thing,  whieh  was,  ^e  moment 
the  general  revolt  was  to  take  place,  every  man  well  affected 
to  Government  was  to  be  murdered,  an  well  as  all  the  oiHcers 
who  were  not  United  Irishmen. 

This  man  also  said  that  he  was  from  a  place  called  Glenevy, 
in  the  north  of  Ireland ;  that  he  was  oUiged  to  fly  from  thence 
to  Dublin ;  that  he  waa  the  eleventh  man,  as  he  called  it,  that 
was  sworn  as  a  United  Irishman  at  the  beginning  of  the  bnsi^ 
ness ;  that  he  himself  could,  at  a  momenf^s  warning,  bring  into 
the  field  from  five  to  six  thousand  standi  United  men,  who 
would  lose  their  lives  a  hundred  timed  over  rather  than  recede 
one  iota  from  the  cause  they  had  embarked  iu  ;  and  he  was 
eonvineed  that  every  United  Irishman  would  suffer  in  the 
same  manner,  lather  than  giTe  it  up.   And,  as  to  the  Oath 
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of  Allegiance,  which  Goverumeut  obliged  them  to  swallow  last 
Bnmmerf  they  did  not  mind  it  one  ^rthing,  fiirther  thin  it 
served  to  protect  their  property  from  being  deitroyed  by  the 
militaiy.  I  think,  w  &r  as  my  recollection  aerres  me^  I  hsfo 
given  the  anbstance  of  what  paaaed. 

I  inquired  from  the  man  how  it  was  possible  he  couM  either 
carry-  a  letter  to  In-laiitl,  or  hrinsrhaek  an  answer  without  being 
suspected.  His  answer  wa.*'.  Look  at  thU  tthoe^  which  he 
produced.  The  outer  sole  of  the  shoe  was  open,  and  a  cavity 
within,  BO  as  to  eontain  a  letter ;  wtiich  letter  he  could  cover 
with  strong  paper,  and  have  the  shoe  sewed  up,  and  the 
letter  brought  safr.  Thia  man  inlbrmed  my  friend  and  myself 
that,  as  the  races  were  approaching,  he  must  be  out  of  the  way 
to  avoid  suspicion.  He  said  it  was  an  unlucky  affair,  the  Man- 
chester business  not  succeeding.  He  had  heard  of  it  in  Ireland. 


Lord  CatUereojfk  to  Mr,  Widham, 

DaUtn,  Miy  90^  1796. 

Sir — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  despatch,  enclosing 
some  information  from  Chester,  ttansmitted  to  his  Chrace  the 
Duke  of  Porthmd  by  Lord  Bnlkeley,  duplicates  of  whioh  had 
been,  some  time  since,  forwarded  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  by  his 
lordsliip.  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  winch  relates  to 
establishing  some  more  sthci  regulations  in  respect  to  persons 
passing  between  the  two  countries,  1  am  to  inlbrm  you  that  hk 
Excellency  has  given  direetiona  that  no  passengers  shall  be 
permitted  to  sail  from  any  of  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  witiiouft 
proper  pa.ss|>orts ;  and  I  am  to  request  you  will  inform  me 
whether  siuiilar  directions  may  not  be  ^ven  in  England,  so 
as  to  enable  the  officers  here  to  require  similar  vouchers  for 
persons  arriving  in  Ireland. 

The  particulare  I  had  the  honour  of  sending  you,  in  respect 
to  Lord  Edward's  arrest,  being  collected  hastily,  were  nol 
perfectly  accurate,  the  information  of  Mr.  Swan '  was  thia  day 

*  Tuwu-Major  of  Dubliu. 
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taken*  a  oopy  of  which  will  be  transmitted  by  his  Excellency, 
with  other  important  papers.   This  event  has  produced  a  con* 

siderable  effect  on  the  Rebels  within  the  metropolis;  their 
adliereiita  in  the  country,  although  in  some  districts  inclined 
to  a  desperate  effort,  are  in  many  subdued,  and  are  delivering; 
up  their  pikes  in  i,'reat  (juantities.  1  have  referred  the  papers, 
relative  to  the  Tnrkish  ship,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  orders, 
to  the  Attorney-general  for  his  advice,  and  shall  have  the 
honour  of  writing  to  jou  further  on  the  subject  in  a  few  days, 
llif  r.  Ryan  is  not  yet  dead.^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Addrm  of  the  B$9.  Jhr.  IVoy  to  ike  Ckrgy  ofhU  Dtocme. 

May,  1798. 

llev.  Sirs— The  following  lines  are  to  be  distinctly  read  at 
each  Mass,  until  further  directions  irom,  Rev.  Sirs, 

Your  Yciy  humble  Servant  in  Clirist, 

John  Thomas  Tbot. 
To  Oe  Boo.  Paofon  mid  oAor  Soman  CfathoUe  Clor^  tfAo 

AtMioeeoo  rfDMin* 

Whit  Sunday,  May  27,  1798. 
Dearest  Brethren — In  the  present  awfiil  and  alarming  period, 
when  every  good  subject,  every  good  Christian,  views,  with, 
grief  and  horror,  the  desperate  and  wicked  endeavours  of  irre- 
ligious and  rebellions  agitators  to  overturn  and  destroy  the 
Constitution,  we  should  deem  ourselves  criminal  in  the  sight 
of  God,  did  we  not,  in  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  manner, 
remind  you  of  the  heinonsness  of  vfolatin?  the  laws  of  our 
country,  and  of  attempting,  b^-  in.suiiecUuu  und  murder,  to 
subvert  the  Government  of  our  graeious  king  ;  to  wlioni  the 
^allegiance  we  conscientiously  owe,  in  common  with  all  our  other 
Wow^subjects,  has  been,  with  regard  to  most  of  us,  solemnly 
attested  in  the  presence  of  God,  by  the  religious  bond  of  an  oath. 

*  He  was  very  severely  wouiukti  in  the  dcf^pcTHte  resistance  raade  by 
l^oi  d  Kdwurd  Fitzgerald  at  the  time  of  bis  appreheuaiou. 

VOL.  L  l» 
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Lei  uo  oae  deceive  you  by  wretched  impracticablo  specula 
tionB  on  the  righto  of  man  and  the  majesty  of  the  people,  on 
the  dignity  and  independenoe  of  the  hmnan  mind,  on  tfao 
ahfltnet  duties  of  superiors,  and  exaggerated  abases  of  antfao- 
rity— &tal  speenlations,  disastroos  theories;  not  more  snln 
versive  of  sjocial  urd»  r  aiul  liappint'sn.  than  do}?tnirtive  of  every 
principle  of  the  Christian  reiigiun.  Look  at  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  these  detestable  doctrines.  Their  atheistical  authors, 
seeing  the  intimate  eonneiion  between  rsligious  and  eiTio 
prineiples,  beheld  with  the  envious  malignity  of  demons  th« 
mntnal  support  they  afforded  to  each  other  for  the  spiritnal 
and  temporal  advantage  of  man ;  and,  accordingly,  prepared 
the  dn  u*Hiil  careor  of  anarchy,  by  the  pnipagatiou  (too  suc- 
cest^fuU  alas  I)  of  impiety  and  licciitiouaness. 

We  bitterly  lament  the  &tal  consequences  of  this  anti* 
Christian  conspiracy.  But  surely,  my  brethren,  your  known 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  religion  ought  to  have  preserved 
yon  from  the  destroying  inftuenoe  of  such  complicated  wicked- 
ness. Yes,  dearest  Catholics,  it  is  to  the  benign  principles 
of  the  Clii  i>iian  rcllLiion  that  we  reral  your  serious  attention 
at  this  important  crisis.  They  will  shield  you  from  the  evils 
which  sniTOund  us.  Submission  to  established  authority  and 
obedience  to  the  laws  are  amongst  the  duties  prescribed  by 
religion ;  every  violation  of  these  duties  is  highly  criminal. 
Wherefore,  if  any  amongst  yon  have  been  unfortunately 
seduced  into  a  combination  airainst  the  State,  under  any  pre- 
text whatsoever,  vou  are  Iwund  in  conscienee  to  instantly  with- 
draw  yourselves  from  it,  and  by  sincere  repentance  and  future 
loyal  conduct  atone  for  your  past  sinful  temerity.  Without  this 
sincere  sorrow  and  promise  of  amendment,  you  cannot  expect 
absolution  in  the  tribunal  of  penance,  nor  mercy  from  €k>vefn-  ^ 
ment.  Neither  one  nor  the  other  is  extended  to  impenitent 
sinnerH  or  otVender:-.  witlnmt  profanation  or  injustice. 

Resolve  then,  we  beseech  you,  to  deliver  up  your  arms  of 
every  kind,  without  delay  or  reluctance,  to  those  appointsd  to 
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reeeiTe  them.  Unite  with  all  your  loyal  and  peaceable  fellow- 
sttbjeets  to  put  down  and  crush  the  wicked  apirit  of  inaumo- 
tion,  00  disgncefhl  to  the  character  of  Iriahmen. 

It  haB  already  produced  the  most  horrid  elFects.  Aeeasinia- 

tions,  murders,  atrocities  of  every  kind,  have  been  committed. 
Lose  not  a  Tnom<«iit  to  manifest  your  detestation  of  the  princi- 
ples and  caufiOtt  leading  to  such  consequences.  The  shortest 
delay  in  complying  with  this  rehgioua  duty  will  bo  justly  con- 
aiderad  as  an  indication  ni  disloyalty ;  you  will  be  considered 
as  enemies  to  the  State,  and  subjected  to  a  sudden  death,  under 
the  operation  of  marttal  bw,  already  proclaimed.  Your  pro- 
perty, your  very  existence,  are  endangered  by  a  suspicious  or 
equivocal  conduct.  It  must  be  open,  candid,  and  decided  in 
supportinf^  Religion  and  the  Constitution. 

We  exhort  you  then,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
Jesus  Christy  whose  will  we  are  bound  to  announce  and  explain 
to  yon,  to  keep  stediast  in  the  fiuth  |  to  lead  sober,  Tighteous^ 
and  godly  lives,  giving  oflenoe  to  no  one,  to  fear  God,  and 
honour  the  King. 

May  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  wliich  the  Church  invokes 

this  day  on  the  whole  hody  of  the  faithful,  fill  your  hearts  with 

an  ardent  love  of  God  and  man !  May  the  peace  of  God,  wltich 

surpasseth  every  understanding,  presenre  your  hearts  and  minds 

in  Christ  Jesus !   Amen ! 

  J.  T.  T. 

Lord  Castim'ea^k  to  Mr.  WiMam. 

Dublin  Owtle,  May  31,  1798. 

Sir — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  two  despatches  by  the 
last  mail,  enclosing  the  information  of  R — ,  and  also  papers 
relative  to  the  regulations  established  in  the  western  parts  of 
Bngland  in  respect  to  persons  passing  from  this  country. 

I  have  this  day  been  &Toured  with  your  letter  enclosing  the 
cipher  found  m  Mr.  O'Connor's  tasoiHsase.^   I  am  happy  to 

*  In  the  month  of  February,  the  leaders  of  the  conspii  acy  of  the  United 
Irishmeu  addressed  a  letter  to  the  French  Directory,  urging  them  to  send 
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receive  m  strong  an  opinion  us  J  udge  Buller's  of  its  importance, 
with  a  Tiew  to  proceedings  against  him  here.  Information  is 
now  extenrively  received  against  the  principal  leaden  of  the 
treason  from  their  alarmed  aasodates,  and  I  tntst  we  aball  find 
some  persons  sofficiently  acqoainted  with  Mr.  O^Gonnor^s  pro- 
ceedings in  Ireland  to  plaee  his  conviction  beyond  a  donht. 

The  rebels  still  continue  in  force  in  the  Counties  of  VVicklow, 
Wexford,  Kildare,  Oarlow.  Meath.  and  Kinsr^s  County  ;  it  is 
difficult  to  bring  theiu  to  any  decisive  action.    They  commit  ■ 
horrid  cruelties,  and  disperse  as  soon  as  the  troops  appear.  { 
Shonld  the  insurrection  confine  itself  within  the  present  limits, 
a  short  time  will  dispose  of  it.   There  are  some  unpleasant 
appearances  in  certain  parts  of  the  North,  hut  as  yet  all  is  in 
hat  qmet  in  Ulster,  Monster,  and  Oonnaught.    There  has  | 
appeared  a  considi  lahle  inoliiiatiuii  amongst  the  iujsurjjents  in  " 
Kildare  to  surrcntler  their  anus  and  Itsaders,  and  submit  them-  ^ 
selves  to  the  mercy  of  (lovernraent.    Directions  have  been  | 
given  to  the  generals  to  avail  themselves  of  this  disposition, 
without  relaxing  their  military  operations  against  the  more 
determined  insurgents,  and  m  such  a  manner  as  in  no  degree 
to  compromise  the  dignity  of  the  King's  Government. 

The  Hpirit  of  the  country  rises  with  its  difficulties.  Should 
the  rebellion  prove  only  partial,  aided  by  the  reinforeements 
expected  from  England,  I  look  with  confidence  to  the  issue, 

all  the  troops  that  could  ppare<l  fn  their  «ncconr  •  but.  w  completely 
waBthe  intercourse  with  the  Continent  mti  rcuptcd  tlin)ii^'li  the  vigilance 
of  the  Bruish  Government,  that  this  lett<  r  t  ukcl  tn  wach  its  destination. 
To  ]m\  fin  <'nd  to  the  state  of  uncertainty  m  \^ljirli  ihcy  were  lef>,  Arthur 
O'lonnur,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  T^nitctl  lri.shmcn,  set  ual  for  rarisi, 
to  learn  what  thty  Imd  to  expect  from  the  French  Government.  Travel- 
ling through  ].uglHnil  with  this  object,  he  was  appruhendetl.  with  four  of 
his  associates,  at  Margate,  where  they  were  eadcSTOuring  to  procure  a 
passage  to  France.  The  priMmen  woe  conveyed  to  London,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower.  On  tlie  81st  of  March  they  were  tried  aft  Maidalone, 
and  all  acquitted,  with  the  exception  of  Coigly,  or  Quigly,  who  was  fbmid 
guilty ,  and  eieeated  on  the  7th  of  May. 
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"which,  if  furtunatt',  caiiuut  fail  to  pla<*e  this  kingdom,  and  of 
course  the  empire,  iii  a  st^te  of  security  much  beyoud  tliat  in 
which  it  has  stood  for  yeare  past. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 


Lieutenai^-Getwrcd  Lake  to  Lord  Castlifreaph. 

Dublin,  June  1,  1798. 

My  Lord— I  have  the  hoDoar  of  your  Lord8hip''0  letter  of 
ibis  date,  acootnpaiiied  bj  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  His  Royal 
HiglinesB  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  Duke  of  Porthuid,  stating 
the  reinforcement  in  his  Royal  Highnesses  contemplation  to 
send  to  this  country,  and  his  Excellency  t!ic  Lord- Lieutenant 
desires  that  1  will  give  my  opiniuu  as  to  the  /mi ar^  of  the  force 
and  the  number  of  troops  wliich  the  present  oircunistances  of 
tliis  conntiy  require. 

In  answer  to  whieh  I  think  it  m j  duty  to  state  that,  from 
the  nature  of  this  oountry,  inaccessible  to  cavalry  in  many  parts, 
owing  to  morasses,  craggy  mountains,  woods,  and  narrow  passes, 
(of  wiiich  the  rebels  have  already  discovered  sufficient  know- 
ledge to  avail  themiielves)  it  appears  to  me  that,  althuugh  an 
increase  of  cavaliy  must  always  be  acceptable,  it  is  desirable 
the  reinlbicement  intended  for  this  countiy  should  consist  more 
of  inftotiy  than  of  cavalry. 

As  to  the  number  of  troops  the  present  circumstances  require, 
it  is  a  difficult  point  to  ascertain  ;  but  the  insurrection  tli rough- 
out  the  whole  of  this  part  of  tlu'  cuuutry  being  -o  i,'encral,  and 
ap{>earing  rather  to  increase  than  to  subside,  it  is  certainly 
highly  desirable  that  as  many  troops  as  can  be  spared  from 
other  service  should  be  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  here,  and  that 
with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,*  effectually  to  diaooacert  the 
plans  of  the  rebels,  and  disperse  them  before  they  become  more 
formidable  from  numbers,  or  ac<j[uire  cuufideuce  from  any  oilier 
circumstance. 

1  have  Uie  lionour  to  be,  &e., 

G.  Laki^. 
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Whiteluai,  June  5, 1796. 
Sir— I  have  jtut  reeeived  your  letter  of  yeeterdBy^e  dale, 

aud  to  ansiure  you  of  my  entire  aj>pn)bstion  of  the  inoasures 
you  have  adopted  for  earn  ing  into  effect  ))is  Majesty's  rmw- 
maads  for  preyeatinj;  persous  from  lauding  at  your  port  truui 
Ireland. 

With  respeet  to  those  who  are  al  praseDt  detained  by  you, 
ae,  from  partieular  drenmatanoes,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
procure  paseporta  from  the  Lord-Lieatenant  at  the  time  they 
left  Ireland,  I  deeire  yon  will  take  the  trouhle  of  making  every 

possible  inquiry  concerning  tlieir  characters  and  connections, 
aud  their  motives  for  eotiiinir  to  this  country;  and  that  tou  will 
then  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  per- 
mitting them  to  proceed  to  their  aeveral  deetaoations  ;  and,  in 
order  to  obviate  any  inconvenience  that  may  arise  to  indi vidnala, 
yon  wiU  in  fhtnre  consider  yourself  at  liberty,  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  yon  on  due  inquiry  that  any  persons  arriving  in  yonr 
port  from  Ireland  had  not  the  means  of  procuring  proper  pass- 
ports in  that  country,  and  that  they  are,  in  other  respects, 
persons  of  fair  character,  to  pt  rniit  them  to  proceed  on  their 
joameys  without  waiting  for  an  official  communication  from 
me :  and  1  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  you  that 
passports  from  the  officen  commanding  his  Majesty'^s  forces  in 
any  of  the  districts  in  Ireland  are  to  be  considered  of  the  same 
effect  as  passports  from  the  Lord-Lieutonant. 

From  the  attention  you  have  already  shown  in  carrying 
into  effect  liis  Majesty's  commands,  I  am  c  oulitlont  that  you 
will  continue  to  act  with  that  prudence  and  discrimiuatiou 
which  the  public  safety  and  the  attention  due  to  individuals 
require. 

I  am,  &c., 

Portland. 
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Mr,  WiMam  to  Lifrd  CaiUena^A, 

Private.  Duke  Street,  Friday,  June  8,  1798. 

SO  m.  past  lOf  p.m. 

My  Lord — In  explanation  of  the  letter  which  your  Lord.sliip 
will  receive  from  me,  together  with  this,  (marked  secret)  it  may 
periiaps  be  necessary  that  I  should  inform  your  Lordship  that 
the  in&miatioii  from  Paria»  to  which  I  there  allnded»  is  that 
whieh  was  enclosed  in  my  letter  marked  Priwiie  and  8eeret  of 
the  25th  May,  and  also  that  almost  the  whole  of  that  infenna* 
tion  has  been  confirmed  by  a  coniinunication  troni  ii  person  at 
HambiirjT,  who  must  necessarily  have  derived  his  intelligence 
front  a  verv  ditFerent  source,  and  who  could  not  but  be  i<;uorttiit 
of  iJuU  from  which  11 —  had  procured  all  that  he  has  commu- 
nicated to  ns.  Your  Lordship  will  be  surprised  at  receiving  this 
letter,  and  those  which  will  accompany  it  from  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Pelham  to  his  Excellency,  by  an  extraordinary  messenger, 
without  anything  from  the  Duke  of  Portland.  The  fact  is  that, 
after  waitin^^  to  this  hour  for  his  Grace's  despatch,  which  was 
to  have  been  sent  to  nie  from  Burlin^on  Homho,  I  have  just 
discovered  that  his  private  secretary  had  put  it  into  the 
common  post;  1  trust  therefore  that  I  am  committing  no 
indiscretion  iS,  without  authority,  I  venture  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that,  in  addition  to  the  reinforcement  of  3000  in- 
fontry  and  1000  cavalry,  already  under  orders,  and  in  part,  I 
hope,  arrived  iu  Ireland,  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  this 
day  advised  the  King  to  send  oOOO  more  infantry  (2000  of  the 
Guards)  tcithout  delay  to  such  parts  of  the  kingdom  as  his 
Excellency,  in  his  despatches  of  to-day,  seems  to  point  out  as 
standing  most  in  need  of  reinforcement,  vis.,  the  Guards  to 
Waterfbrd,  embarking  at  Portsmouth,  (I  hope,'on  Wednesday 
or  Thursday  next)  and  the  remaining  3000  from  Scotland  to 
the  North  of  Ireland. 

His  ExceUency  would,  I  fear,  be  much  surprised  at  receiving 
the  official  despatch,  announcing  Uie  nature  and  extent  of  the 
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first  reiuforceinent,  sent  to  Ireland  a  day  later  than  the  private 
letter  which  his  Graoe  bad  written  and  sent  off  on  the  4th  of 
Jime,  the  more  bo  as  his  Graee^a  letter  lelerfed  to  the  olBcial 
despaiteh  as  sent  off  the  same  day.  I  therefore  take  this  oppor* 

tunity  of  mentioning  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  feult  was 
entirely  my  own,  and  that  niy  ruucern  tor  the  mistake  i.s  ;is 
greni  as  the  occasion  nQcms  to  require,  which  is  really  saying  a 
great  deal ;  for  I  can  conceive  that  the  anxiety  you  most  have 
felt  on  this  occasion  must  have  been  of  no  common  kind.  I 
haTB  many  thanks  to  give  your  lotdship  for  the  obliging  and 
interesting  communications  I  have  lately  received  fiom  you ; 
and  though  I  answer  them  for  this  time  in  so  hasty  and  im- 
perfect a  manner,  I  entreat  your  lordship  to  believe  uie  to  be 
higiily  i^ensible  of  the  honour  you  confer  on  nie  bv  your  cor- 
respondence, aud  I  am  ever,  with  great  respect  aud  regard, 

Yours.  S:<'., 

W.  WlCKUAM. 


Mr,  Wickkam  to  Lord  (kuUmwufk, 

Seoct  WUldMlI,  June  8^  1799. 

My  Lord — It  was  tlie  Duke  of  Portland''8  intention  to  have 
written  at  lenirth  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  by  tbiM  day's  juksI,  to 
have  conimuiii  'iitod  to  his  Excellency  the  circumstances  under 
which  his  Majesty '*8  confidential  servants  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  into  custody  and  detain  several  nativee  of  Ireland 
now  resident  here,  of  whose  intimate  connection  and  corre- 
spondence vritb  the  leaders  and  incitefs  of  the  present  rebellion 
in  Ireland  there  was  no  room  whatever  to  doubt. 

liul,  iks  many  weighty  reasons  have  concurred  to  render  it 
expedient  that  the  examinations  of  these  persons  before  tlie 
Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  should  bo  deferred  for  some  days 
longer,  his  Grace  has  directed  me  to  inform  your  lordship,  and 
to  deeire  that  you  would  communicate  this  information  to  the 
Lord-Ltenteuantt  that  the  Honourable  Mr.  L  ,  Mr. 
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Sn  of  Aoton,  aod  Messn.  A.,  0,  and  T.,  of  the  Temple, 
liftTe  been  apprehended  here,  and  Meeers.  M*0.  and  D.  ai 

Liverpool ;  and  that  warrants  for  apprehendin<y  the  follow- 
ing persons  have  been  granted,  though  not  yet  executetl,  viz.. 
Dr.  O^K.,  a  person  of  the  name  of       of  Abbey  Street, 
Dabliiif  and -Mr.  H.,  who,  from  aeeret  udbnnation  received 
hete^  appears  to  be  the  person  appointed  to  rign  the  eertifi- 
cales  of  United  Iriehmen  in  this  oonntry,  which  same  infbr- 
nultion  has  been  amply  confirmed  by  certificates  to  that  effect, 
signed  by  H.,  liaviiig  been  tuuiid  in  tht  bux  belonging  to 
J.  B.,  in  which  O^G/s  passport  was  discovered.  ^    It  appeal^ 
as  well  from  the  secret  information  of  which  his  Grace 
has  long  been  in  possession,  as  from  a  Ute  confidential  re- 
port from  Paris,  with  which  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  your  Lordship  is  acqoainted,  and  from  most  secret 
though  accurate  intelli^ijence  received  from  Hamburgh,  the 
whole  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  tiro  aentlemen  re- 
commended to  me  by  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  whom  is  now  at  Dub- 
lin, and  can  explain  to  yoor  Lordship  all  that  has  &Uen 
within  his  own  observation  (all  these  different  informations 
mntnallj  confirming  e«oh  other,  though  derived  from  different 
channels,  and  from  individoals  wholly  nneonniHJted  with,  and 
unacquainted  with,  each  other)  that  all  these  persons  were 
nioro  or  less  deeply  implicated  in  the  treasonable  conspiracy  in 
Ireland;  that  they  had  all  knowledge  of  the  connection  be- 
tween the  traitors  in  that  country  and  the  French  Directory, 
or  its  ministers,  and  had  given  aid  and  countenance  to  the 
agents  who  have  at  diflbrent  times  been  sent  over  from  one 
country  to  the  other;  that  some  of  them  were  engaged  in  a 
direct  correspondence  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  thf  y  \v(  i e  all 
of  them  endeavouring  to  propagate  their  detestable  principles 
among  their  own  countrymen  here,  with  a  degree  of  activity 
and  seal  that  rendered  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  his  Majesty 

*  B.,  a  noted  member  of  the  London  Corrcspcindiug  Sode^,  was,  as 
well  as  0*C^  of  the  party  apprehended  with  O'Connor  at  Maigate. 
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oonlldfiitiml  temats,  fer  the  aiACy  of  both  oonntriefl)  from  the 
tnitant  that  the  RebeUion  in  Iieluid  had  broken  ont,  to  take 
effeetnal  meaenres  for  preventing  them  from  doing  any  fniiher 

luiacliief  to  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

It  is  evident,  under  the  present  circumstances,  and  with  the 
eTidence  of  the  nature  of  that  of  which  Govenimeut  here  is  at 
pieaent  in  poapeoirion,  strong  and  decisive  as  it  ia,  that  none  of 
theae  penMma  can  be  brought  to  trial  withoat  ezpoaing  aeereCa 
of  the  haft  importance  to  the  State,  the  levealing  of  whieh 
may  implieato  the  aalety  of  the  two  kingdoma.  But,  as  it  ia 
poasible  in  the  conrae  of  the  diaeoTeriee  which  his  Majesty's 
(iovernment  in  Ireland  harf  been  ialelv,  and  may  still  be, 
enabled  to  make,  that  somethinj]^  may  appear  of  a  public  natftre^ 
that  may  tend  directly  to  affect  some  or  more  of  the  prisoners, 
either  in  this  country  or  in  Ireland,  his  Grace  has  no  doubt 
that  his  Ezoellency  will,  in  either  caae,  give  directiona  that 
aneh  evidenoe  may  be  immediately  communicated  to  him,  to 
the  intent  that  each  person  so  affected  by  it  may  either  be 
proceeded  as^ainst  in  due  course  of  Jaw,  or  removed  to  Ireland, 
to  be  tried  iu  that  countiy,  in  case  hiu  Majesty's  (iuvt  rnment 
there  shall  think  proper  to  demand  him,  according  to  the 
nature  of  each  oflt  nee,  and  the  country  where  it  shall  have 
been  committed.  There  are  some  papers  found  in  Mr.  L.^a 
possession  that  tend  directly  to  show  his  connection  with 
aome  of  the  most  despeivte  of  the  Republican  party  here,  as 
well  as  with  those  who  are  in  habitual  communieation  with  the 
French  a^nts  at  Hamburg;  and  his  Grace  is  in  daily  expecta- 
tion of  some  material  evidence  from  that  place,  tending  more 
directly  to  implicate  that  gentleman  in  a  treasonable  eorre- 
i^udence  with  the  enemy.  M'O.  and  D.  will  be  detained 
at  Liverpool  until  hia  Chrace  shall  have  heard  from  the  Lord* 
Lieutenant,  whether  hia  Excellency  would  wish  to  have  them 
sent  over  to  Irehmd  or  detained  here.  The  gentleman  recom- 
mended to  me  by  Mr.  Cooke,  who  is  now  at  Dublin,  will  give 
your  Lordjfhip  full  information  ^  to  the  conduct  and  couuec- 
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tions  of  these  two  poions  during  their  residmoe  here :  \fhen  ap* 
prehended,  thej  were  both  of  them  eeekingapaMige  to  Beifiwt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,, 

William  Wiczham. 


Litrd  GatUereagk  to  Mr,  WUkkam, 

rnvate.  Dublin  Castle,  June  12,  1798. 

Sir — I  am  honoured  this  day  with  your  letter  of  the  8th, 
the  military  iDtelligenee  of  whicli  will  prove  most  acceptable 
on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  is  of  importance  that  the  an- 
ihority  of  England  should  decide  this  contest,  as  well  with  m 
view  to  Brfttsh  influence  in  Ireland,  as  to  make  it  unnecessary 
for  the  Government  to  lend  its^elf  too  much  to  a  party  in  this 
country.  Inghly  exasperated  by  the  religious  persecution  to 
which  tlie  Protestants  in  Wexford  have  been  exposed. 

In  that  county,  it  is  perfectly  a  religious  phrensy.  The 
priests  lead  the  rebels  to  battle :  on  their  march,  they  kneel 
down  and  pray,  and  show  the  most  desperate  resolution  in  their 
attack.  The  enclosed  certificate  is  eurious,  as  marking  the 
complexion  of  the  rebellion  in  that  quarter.  They  put  such 
Protestants  as  are  reported  to  be  Orangemen  to  death,  saving 
others  upon  coinlition  ot  tlu  ir  embracing  the  Catholic  faitli. 
It  is  a  Jaeobinical  conspiracy  throughout  the  kingdom,  pur- 
suing its  object  chiefly  vrith  Popsh  instruments ;  the  heated 
bigotry  of  this  sect  being  better  suited  to  the  purpose  of  the 
republican  leaders  than  the  cold,  reasoning  disaffection  of  the 
northern  Presbyterians.  The  number  of  the  insurgents  is 
great, — so  great  as  to  make  it  prudent  to  aseenibb'  a  very  con- 
siderable force,  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  penetrate  that 
very  difficult  and  enclosed  countr3^ 

The  conduct  of  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  has,  in  point  of 
fidelity,  exceeded  our  most  sangoine  expectations.  Some  few 
corps  of  the  latter,  and  but  very  few  in  that  vast  military 
establishment,  have  been  corrupted;  but  in  no  instance  has 
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the  Militiai  ftiled  to  show  the  most  detennined  spirit.  In  this 
point  of  view,  the  insnireetion,  if  repreesed  with  energ}%  will 
hare  proved  an  invalnable  test  of  onr  national  fbroe,  en  the 

ilisiiHfectioD  of  which  our  enemies  either  actually  did,  or  pro- 
fessed, very  extensively  to  rely. 

1  have  communicated  with  Mr.  Cooke,  relative  to  the  per- 
0onB  either  aotoally  in  custody  in  England,  or  whom  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  apprehend,  except  against  M^G.,  whose  name 
yon  will  find  in  the  information  from  Ulster,  as  assisting 
at  some  of  the  deliberations  of  the  provincial  meeting.  Oar 
evidence  is  of  a  very  general  u;iture;  I  tliorefore  submit  the 
expediency  of  detai!iiii<;  all  the  prinoiicrs  in  Knirland  till  this 
country  is  either  quieter,  or  till  we  may  succeed  in  obtaining 
more  direct  proofs  against  them. 

It  has  been  thought  expedient  to  adjourn  the  Special  Oom- 
nussion  for  a  fortnight,  the  situation  of  the  countiy  being 
snch  as  to  deprive  procee<ling8,  by  due  course  of  law,  of  any 
character,  and  of  course  of  any  weight. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

PS. — By  accounts  from  the  North  to-day,  there  does  not 
appear,  as  jret,  any  extension  of  the  evil  in  that  province.  In 
some  parts  of  Antrim,  the  principle  of  property,  I  suspect, 
nther  than  repentance,  has  induced  a  partial  submission.  Our 
information,  which  has  hitherto  proved  most  lamentably  true, 
states  that  Down  and  Antrim  are  to  move  before  the  other 
Counties ;  —this  has  happened  j — tliat  the  other  Counties  are  to 
follow;  and  that  the  rising  is  to  be  general  between  the  lith 
and  20th.   1  hope  for  once  we  shall  be  deceived. 


Lord  CatU0reagh  to  LieiUmtafU-Geueral  Lake. 

June  14,  1798. 

Sir— As  the  disturbed  state  of  the  provinces  has  made,  and 
may  continue  to  make,  it  necessary  to  detach  from,  Dublin  a 
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very  considerable  proportion  of  its  usual  garrison  from  it, 
hiB  £zceUeDcy  the  Lonl- Lieutenant  desires  that  eveiy  pre- 
caationary  measiure  should  be  adopted  to  strengthen  the  me- 
tropolis against  any  eutprise  whieh  might  be  attempted  by  the 
disaffeeted,  either  from  within  or  without  the  town. 

I  am  therelbre  to  request  that  yon  will  take  this  sobjeet 
into  your  considoratiou,  aii«l  report  to  mo  as  speedily  as  pos- 
siMe,  for  liis  Excellencv^s  information,  the  niilitarv  arran«re- 
ments  which  appear  to  you  best  calculated  to  place  the  metro« 
polis  in  a  seeure  state  of  defenoe. 


LieuteaaiU'GenmU  Lake  to  Lord  Cattkreoffh, 

Dnbliti,  June  16, 1798. 

My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Lord8liip''8  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  accompanied  l*v  a 
copy  of  a  copy  marked  secret  tiom  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  with  its  enclosures  which  his  Grace  had  ro- 
eeiTod  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  explaining 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  whole  of  the  reinforcement  whieh 
his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  send  from  Great  Britain,  and 
siijuityini;  hi?j  Excellency's  desire  that  1  will  takt  these  several 
papers  into  consideration,  and  report  to  ius  Excellency  my 
opinion  thereon. 

I  request  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  his 
Exeelleney  the  Lord-Lieutenant^  that  I  have  earelblly  perused 
the  sereral  papers  in  question,  and  that  nothing  shall  he 
wanting  on  my  part  to  fulfil  the  orders  and  intentions  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Buke  of  York.  I  at  the  same  time 
rcirret  it  should  so  liuppeii  that  the  arrangement  destined  to 
ruintoree  the  North  should  intcrlere  with  Major-Geneml  Nn- 
geufs  command  of  that  district;  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
observe,  for  his  £xcellency  s  consideration,  that,  in  the  critical 
situation  of  affairs  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  Major- 
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Q«iienU  No^t'a  long  and  intinute  knowledge  of  men  and 
ebenmetancee,  and  his  jndioiona  application  of  ii»  have  pro- 
dooed  the  happiest  and  most  promieing  effects,  the  removal  of 

him  from  that  command  might  be  attended  with  veiy  bad  eon- 
sequences  to  the  eenriee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

G.  Lakb. 


LieutmukiU-General  Lake  to  Lord  Cattlereagh, 

Csnew,  Jone  10, 1799. 
Mj  Loid-»I  have  the  honour  to  aeqoaint  yonr  Lordsbipt 
for  the  infi>nnation  of  his  Exoelleney  the  Lord-Lientenant, 

that,  ou  ray  way  to  thiii  place  yeatorday,  about  two  miles  from 
it,  the  rebels  were  discovered  in  great  force  upon  Kilkaven 
Hill.  I  sent  forward  to  oomaiunicate  with  Lieutenant-Ueiioral 
Dondas,  and  found  he  was  about  a  mile  in  front;  and,  in 
hopes  of  bringing  the  rebels  to  action  on  mj  getting  np,  I 
formed  the  oolnron  opposite  to  the  rebeUi'  position.  They  w«re 
posted  to  great  advantage  upon  veiy  stronp;  ground,  and  had 
taken  every  precaution  to  resist  an  attack. 

The  approaches  to  t lie  hill  were  examined  with  every  possible 
attention;  aiul,  finding  it  impracticable,  witliout  certain  and  great 
loss,  and  at  the  ha^sard  of  interfering  with  the  combined  object 
against  Wexford,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  proceed  to  this 
place,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  make  the  attack  with  greater 
advantage  this  morning,  Ibr  which  measures  were  aooordinglj 
taken  ;  but,  in  the  morning,  it  was  disoovered  that  the  rebels 
had  decamped.  From  the  best  information  I  can  procure,  they 
have  retir»*d  to  Caregrew  liili,  a  post  .^ix  iiiil"  s  ti  nm  hence  on 
the  way  to  Knuit^corthy.  All  the  columns  are  arrived  at  their 
destination,  and  we  shall  proceed  to-morrow  in  conjunction. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  6e.» 

6.  Laks. 
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LimUenant-GmimU  Lak§  0  Lord  CatUena^ 

Enniscorthy,  June  '21,  1798. 

Mj  Lord — I  am  rejoiced  to  seud  you  the  enclosed  account, 
which  T  hope  will  please  yoar  Lordship  and  the  country  in 
general.  The  troops  behaved  excesuToly  well  in  action,  hnt 
their  determination  to  destroy  every  one  they  think  a  rebel  is 
beyond  description,  and  wants  mnch  correetion.  Yon  will  see, 
by  the  enclosed  letter  and  address  from  Wexf>rd,  what  an 
unpleasant  situation  I  am  led  into  by  Lonl  Kingsborough. 
My  inteutioQ  is  at  present  to  march  near  ^V  t  xford  to-morrow, 
and  insist  upon  their  leader  being  given  up,  which  1  think  my- 
self obliged  to  do,  according  to  orders  issued  by  Government, 
and  more  particolarly  so,  as  the  people  of  Wexford  have  done 
so  mnch  nnschief.  It  seems  somewhat  extraordinary  that  the 
address  should  be  signed  by  Mr.  Kengh. 

1  addrr  this  to  you,  thinking  Lord  Canidi-n  nii<xlit  be  c:onc. 
If  he  is  uut,  I  will  beg  my  best  respects  to  liini,  aud  that  you 
will  believe  me, 

With  great  truth,  &c., 

G.  Lake. 

I  write  in  great  haste. 


Lord  CeuUenagh  to  LimtomuU'Gmteral  Lako, 

Dublin  CwUe,  June  23, 1798. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  despatch 
dated  Enniscorthy,  the  21st  June,  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
Lord- Lieutenant.  His  Excellency  will  express  to  yon  his 
^probation  and  satisfiM^ion  at  everything  yon  have  done,  and 
I  sincerely  congtatnlate  yon  npon  your  snccesses  at  Vinegar 
HiU. 

I  consider  the  rebels  as  now  in  your  power,  and  I  feel 

assur(  1  that  your  treatment  of  them  will  by  such  as  sliall 
ntake  them  sensible  of  their  crimes,  as  well  as  of  the  authority 
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of  GoTerament.  It  would  be  unwise,  and  contrary,  i  know, 
to  jour  own  feelingflt  to  drive  the  wretched  people,  who  m 
mere  iiurtrameiitB  in  the  hands  of  the  more  wicked,  to  deepair. 
The  leadeis  are  just  objeets  of  pimiahment ;  and  the  eitnation 
of  the  rebel  army  each,  thai  yon  may  ihirly  make  the  teniie 
you  give  them  rather  an  act  of  voluntary  clemency  tlian  con- 
ditions extorted  by  the  rebels  with  any  prospect  on  their  part 
of  successful  resistance. 

I  need  not  add  more.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  will  himaelf 
eouTey  to  you  his  sentiments. 


LieutemnU-General  Lake  to  Lord  CcuUerecufk. 

Wezfind,  Jime  fiS,  1798. 
My  Lord — I  received  youra,  and  return  you  many  thanks 

for  the  information  of  the  two  resriinents  of  militia  from  Eng- 
land, T  sincerely  ln^pe  they  snay  soon  return,  a8  this  country 
will  soon  be  settled  ;  as  1  believe  the  lower  order  of  people  are 
heartily  sick  of  the  business,  and  are  abusing  their  leaders  moat 
completely,  and  will  bring  in  their  arms  in  a  day  or  two ;  in 
short,  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  few  days  will  setUe 
the  business  here. 

I  have  taken  Hay,  one  of  their  commanders,  yesterday.  He 
will  be  tried  this  evcnini^,  and  most  probably  executed.  If  I 
hear  of  any  assembly  of  men,  you  may  depend  upon  their  having 
a  complete  drubbing ;  but  I  strongly  suspct  they  will  not  try 
the  chance  of  another.  The  carnage  yesterday  was  dreadfuL 
The  rascals  made  a  tolerable  fnood  fight  of  it. 

In  great  haste,  most  fidthfully  yours, 

Lakb. 

LteutenajU-General  Lake  to  Lord  Ccistlereagh. 

Wexford,  Jane  33,  1798. 
My  Lord— -I  have  every  reason  to  think  matters  will  be 
settled  ahortly  to  the  satisfiMtion  of  Qovemment.  I  believe 
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we  shall  hxre  most  of  their  geueralB.  Boach  has  been  tried 
this  day,  and  will  be  ezeentod,  as  will  Keagh,  who  was  both 
general,  adviser,  governor  of  the  town,  &,c.    I  really  feel  most 

severely  tlio  beiiic^  obIige<l  to  order  ho  uiauy  latu  out  of  the 
world  ;  but  I  am  coiiviuced,  if  severe  and  many  examples  are 
uot  made,  the  Rebellion  cannot  be  put  a  stop  to.  I  believe 
Cooke  knows  a  good  deal  of  Keugh.  I  am  in  great  hopes  of 
catching  Bagneli  Hervey.*   A  Mr.  Grogtui,  a  man  of  ^6000 

'  Betochamp  Bageiial  Harvey,  of  Bargey  Castle,  in  the  Coon^  of 
Wesfiird,  poaiewed  befbte  tbe  Bebellioii  an  ettate  of  about  £9000  a-year, 
aDdwaaineoondcfaUepractieeasabanriater.   He  waa  a  member  of  the 
flnt  Sodely  of  United  Iriahaien  of  Dublin,  who  profc«ed  to  limit  their 
viewa  to  a  lefhim  ia  Farliiment  and  Calholie  emandpation.   How  ftr 
he  had  connected  hinuelf  with  the  achemea  of  a  later  period,  I  am  nnable 
to  explain.    On  Uie  breaking  out  of  the  itiaiirrection  in  the  County  ef 
Wexford,  in  the  month  of  May,  orders  from  Dublin  directed  the  apprehen- 
sion  of  Ilanrey ,  and  of  his  brother  magistrates,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  New  Park, 
and  John  Henry  Colclough,  of  Ballyteigne    'flipy  were  accordingly  seized 
aud  committed  to  Wexford  gaol ;  but  two  of  tliem  at  a  time  were  permit- 
ted by  the  magistrates  and  military  officers  to  be  at  large  on  condition 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  insurgents  to  diajn-rBe. 
When  the  rebels  gained  [>oss€88ion  of  Wexford,  they  found  liarvey  there, 
and  compelled  him  to  at»unie  the  command  of  their  force.  Captain  Keogh 
was  in  like  manner  obliged  to  takenpon  himadf  the  military  command  of 
the  town;  and  Coraeliai  Grogan,  of  Johnatown,  nncle  to  Ckdelough,  old, 
inilim,  and  poawiwngan  eatate  of  iE6000  per  annum,  waa  taken  forcibly, 
it  18  alleged,  ftom  hla  honae,  placed  on  hraaeback,  end  eondneted  bj  a 
gnat  bedy  of  armed  nm  to  Wexford.  After  the  battle  of  Beei,  Harvey 
was  removed  from  his  unenviable  office,  and  retired  to  JSargey  Oastle. 
When  the  total  rout  of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar  Hill  again  put  the  royal 
troops  in  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  County,  and  General  Lake  issued 
a  Proclamation  for  the  apprehen«5ion  of  all  the  rebel  leaders,  Harvey  has- 
tened to  Ballyteigne  to  comrrrtnicnte  the  now«  to  his  friend  Colclough, 
but  he  bad  already  fled,  with  bis  w  ite  and  ciiild,  to  the  Saltee  island, 
about  ten  leagues  from  Wexford,  occupied  by  a  tenant  of  bis.  Harvey 
followed  him  thither,  and,  their  retreat  being  discovered,  they  were  seized 
and  conveyed  to  Wexford.    There  Hanrey  and  Grogan,  who  had  re- 
tnmed  to  hia  aeat  at  Johnatown,  were  tried  by  a  eotut-martla]  on  the 
20th  of  Jnae,  and  condemned  and  executed  on  tbe  fcilowing  day  on  tbe 
bridge  of  Wesfbrd,  and  Coldoqgh  on  the  30tb. 

TOL.  I.  Q 
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per  mnaiii,  is  juat  brought  in;  whtA  there  is  tgpMnrt  him  I  don't 
exnetly  know ;  I  imai^e  anlEeient  to  eonTiet  htm.  It  hae  been 
suggested  to  me  that  the  avrait  mode  to  pnTent  people  in  eiieh 
dreamstaaeeB  ooneeming  themaelTei  in  ihtm  aete  of  violenee 

would  be  to  forfeit  their  estates  ;  but,  a.s  1  lui  s  e  uo  wish  to  visit 
the  sins  of  the  fatJiers  upon  the  children,  I  -hall  not  think  oi 
proposing  such  an  act,  but  wait  your  ordcra  upon  the  subject. 

I  will  beg  yon  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Lord  GamdeB, 
whose  departure  I  most  sinoerely  regret  for  ereiiy  reason,  and 
partieokrly  so  as  I  think  he  wonid  have  enjoyed  seeisig  an  end 
to  the  Bebellion — a  time  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  fiw  off. 

I  hope  all  things  are  going  on  well  about  Dublin.  I  suppose 
Sir  Jann^s  Stewart  lias  given  in  his  resignation :  he  seems  very 
angry  with  me.  fidthfiiUy, 

  G.  Laks. 

L ieuienatU- General  Lake  to  Lord  CastlercwjL 

Wexford,  June  25,  1798. 

My  Lord — Having  this  moment  receiTed  a  letter  from  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  stating  that  he  exipected  an  attaek  being  medi- 
tated  upon  him,  and  that  he  was  in  the  want  of  troops,  I  haTe 
detached  two  Fencible  regiments  of  in&ntry  to  him,  and  will,  if 
necessary /proceed  to  his  assistaneewith  »  sufficient  force  to  erush 
these  villain?,  if  possible ;  though  they  spring  up  like  mushrooms  j 
but  I  am  in  liupes  they  must  be  cojnpletely  tired  out  sliortly. 

We  shall  get  in  the  arms  in  this  country  shortly,  and  settle 
it  for  a  time,  at  least.  The  homd  cruelties  the  nrrslti  have 
eommitted  are  beyond  all  imagination. 

I  send  this,  foaring  you  might  be  uneasy  for  Sir  Charles 
Asgill.  I  trust  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  manage  my  foroe  so 
as  to  make  it  of  use  to  every  one  in  tiiis  quarter. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c., 

O.  Lake. 

I  have  sent  to  Wales  after  Bagnell  Hervey,  and  hope  to  get 
him.    All  here  is,  I  think,  going  on  well. 
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Lord  (kmwaUi$f  Lord-IdmOenant  o/IreUmd^  to  tke  Duie  of 

Portland. 

Dublin  Castk,  Au\y  15,  1798. 

My  Lonl — I  enclose  to  your  Grace  a  copy  of  the  Message 
which  I  propose  to  send  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on 
TuewUj  next,  and  which  will,  I  trust,  appear  to  you  to  be 
written  in  poffbot  eoDfi>miity  with  the  spirit  of  your  priTSte 
and  confidential  letter  of  the  4tli  instant. 

The  Chancellor  entirely  approves  of  the  Meaeage;  and  al- 
though the  feeling  of  some  of  the  most  violent  may  at  first 
revolt  against  any  mea-urc  ofauinesty  to  Rebels,  I  can  enter- 
tain no  doubt  that  it  will  be  received  without  much  opposition, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  rather  desirable  to  have  some  debate. 

The  trial  of  the  Shearesee,^  which  is  past,  and  that  of 
M*Cann,  which  is  to  come  on  to-morrow,  will  have  loodnced 
in  Conrt  the  moat  material  of  our  endences  for  estaUiahing 
the  existence  of  the  Ooniqiixacy.  And,  ae  it  is  an  object  of 
importance  to  the  credit  of  this  Government,  which  lia-s  been 
subjected  to  much  unmerited  obloquy,  thai  the  grounds  on 
which  the  Report  of  the  Committee  will  be  founded  should  be 
rendered  as  pnblic  as  possible,  it  is  a  matter  of  much  satisfitc- 
tiott  to  ns  that  secrecy  on  this  point  is  no  longer  necessaiy. 

It  woaldt  howcYer^  gra^tly  strengthen  onr  caoae  if  we  could 
▼entnre  to  allow  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  correspondence 

*  The  brothers,  Henry  and  John  Sheares,  were  bred  to  the  bar,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  residence  of  some  length  in  Pan^,  liurini:  the  worst  period 
of  the  Revolution,  contracted  a  strong  tintrture  oi  fcpublicaii  principles. 
After  the  arrest  of  the  leaders  of  the  United  Irishmen,  at  Oliver  Bond's, 
they  had  the  hardihood  to  anume  the  office  of  Directors,  and  to  plan 
another  attempt  at  rebelhon.  Betrayed  by  Captain  Aruiiitrong,  of  an 
Irish  miUtia  regiment,  who  had  wufiiMl  bimielf  into  their  confidence  for 
that  iipnM  purpose,  they  wen  appnlMBded,  and  a  FhielainatioD,  in  the 
hendwiiting  of  the  younger  biotlier,  Jdm,  muifestly  derigned  to  be 
imied  at  soon  li  the  metropolb  •honld  be  In  their  pewwriMi,  allhrdhig 
bat  tee  strong  efidenee  of  their  guilt,  they  were  tried,  condemned,  and 
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with  Fimoe  to  be  prodaoed  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
inittee ;  bat,  ae  thie  is  »  nutter  of  some  deUoncy,  I  would  not 
▼entiire  to  nathoriie  it,  withont  hvring  prerionely  reoeiyed  your 

Oncers  sanction. 

If  the  objections  this  measure,  from  the  eflect  it  luiL^lit 
have  on  our  futurfi  ohauueU  of  intelligence,  should  appear  u> 
have  more  weight  than  the  great  advantages  which  may  be 
rapected  from  it,  by  opening  the  eyes  of  all  well-disposed  per- 
sons in  Onat  Britain  and  Ireland  to  their  eommon  danger,  the 
«ame  reaaons  may  not  operate  against  the  prodnetion  of  Dr. 
BrNe?in*B  Memoir,  which  might  be  supposed  to  hare  fiJlen  into 
our  hands  by  Tarions  other  means,  and  which,  from  its  being 
produced,  without  connexion  with  the  other  Papers,  might  not 
create  any  alaiui  in  the  quarter  where  it  is  so  uecessary'  tliat 
the  moM  implicit  confidence  in  our  prudence  and  secrecy  should 
be  preserved. 

Your  Gfaoe  will  of  course  be  aware  that  no  aoooont  will  be 
giTen,  even  to  the  Secret  Committee,  of  the  means  by  which 
these  Fleets  came  into  the  hands  of  Cbvemment^  and  that 
they  will  only  be  anthentteated  by  the  declaration  of  the  Se- 
cretary. 

I  conclude  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  your 
Grace  and  His  Majesty's  other  coutidential  servants,  tliat  we 
should  now  proceed  to  subniit  to  the  public  a  statement  of  the 
progress  of  the  treason  and  rebellion  in  this  country,  with  all 
the  various  turns  which  it  has  taken,  for  which  we  are  now 
provided  with  ample  materiali. 

I  send  this  letter  .by  a  messenger,  and  shall  be  mnch  obliged 
to  yonr  Qtaoe  for  an  early  answer. 

I  have  the  honour,  &ic., 

OOltNWALLIS. 

ilfr.  WuMatn  to  Lord  Catii$r$a^k, 

Whitdull,JoIySS,1798.  £i|^t,P.lL 
My  Loid^t  had  written  this  morning,  at  Bnlstiode,  a  long 
eqwlch  to  your  Iiordship,  on  the  subject  of  M.  MXTonnick, 
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wMeh  nvlo  lim  been  wnt  \ij  Boyle,  tbA  Mtfseiigor,  ^6d^ 
on  my  aniipal  in  lomi,  I  leamt  thai  the  priMmer  had  eaoyed 
^e>4ay  from*  the  emtodj  of  Fabiani,  the  Messenger. 

Being  persuaded  thiit  he  never  wraild  liavo  b»  fni  l>roii<:lit  to 
give  intiiiMnati^^n  ?»2^in?5t  Nr-ilsoii,  I  aiu  iiul  cleiir  that  liis  f-caj)o 
will  be  productive  of  tmy  very  nkischievouB  consequences.  Alter 
the  confession  that  he  has  made,  his  reputation  is  gone  for  ever 
with  his  own  party ;  and  I  am  penoaded  that  his  oonftsaioni 
eertified  as  it  will  be  by  the  testimony  of  Sir  Hew  Baliymple 
and  of  two  other  offioen  of  eharaieter  serying  in  Onemi^,  wi& 
have  more  weight  with  the  poblie,  and  will  be  more  generally 
believed,  than  it"  the  substance  of  it  had  been  given  in  evi(i<  ik  o 
on  the  trial  nt'  aiiv  of  tlu'  pnsoner**  afrftinst  wh-ini  wouM 
have  appeared  as  a  wituees.  K'>t  withstanding  this  way  of 
thinking,  which  I  give  your  Lordship  merely  as  my  own,  I 
here,  in  the  absence  of  tlie  Dake  of  PorUand,  have  taken  every 
measDxe  in  my  power  to  haye  him  apprehended  again  \  and  I 
have  no  donht  that  the  Lords  of  the  Cooneil  will  order  a  Ptck 
ehunatton  to  issue  on  Wednesday,  offering  a  reward  to  any 
person  who  shall  apprehend  hira. 

I  have  the  honour  to  re  ma  in,  &e., 

W  illiam  Wickbam; 


The  lh»k$  o/Foriland  to  Lord  ComwaUit. 

WhiCehall,  Jiil7S5,]7M. 

My  Lord — reoeived  in  dne  time  the  honour  of  your  Ezeel- 
lency's  despatch  (Secret)  of  the  1 5th  instant,  in  which  you 
reprosont  the  ad vaiiTaguj*  which  might  result  truin  lad  ing  before 
the  (juiiaaitiee^  of  Secrecy  of  thf  tw*  lloii^-  s  of  Parliament 
in  Ireland,  the  whole,  or  at  least  a  part,  of  the  very  secret  and 
authentic-  ctof-nmf'nt^  l  olatiug  to  the  conspiracy  in  that  kingdom, 
which  I  had  the  Ki^g*a  permission,  from  time  jko  time,  to  tnms* 
mtt  to  tha  lata  Lard>LifiQttiiant. 

I  loat;  no  time  in  acq[iiainting  His  Majesty^s  confidential 
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aervants  with  your  Kxcellency's  sentimeatA  apon  iim  TOiy  ioh 
portent  and  detieato  qvMtion,  and  I  am  now  to  infiim  yiNi 
that,  aft«r  its  lumng  icpMitedly  wmistipiiM  tho  iMot*  Mriooi 
mvMt^rtka  tod  dkeumoD,  tlie  reoolt  of  our  vaapimm  opi- 
nion is,  thst  tho  oonunnmoation  of  Iho  teMi  of  tluMo  Pap«n 
eooiiot  on  any  aeeonnt,  or  in  any  mtnatton  of  tlio  oonntry,  be 
suffered  to  bo  made  to  a.  I';uli;imeiitary  Committee,  under 
whatever  qualifieatiou  or  eouditiona  it  may  be  appointed,  cou- 
sistently  with  that  secrecy  which,  iu  certain  caaes,  the  honour 
and  safety  of  the  State  require  to  be  obeer?ed. 

Wo  agroo,  howoror,  in  opinion  with  your  ExoellMioy,  nod 
ibr  tho  iMBona  yon  haTO  atatod,  that  tho  aamo  objootion  doot 
not  ozist  to  tho  piodnotion  of  the  greater  part  of  Dr.  M^Norin^a 
Memoir,  and  I  hnTO  thorefove  had  an  extraot  made  of  oneii 
parts  of  it  aa  it  appears  to  us  may  be  laid  betbro  the  public 
without  inconvenience,  which  1  send  enclosed.  Impressed 
also  with  the  same  idvua  aa  your  Excellency,  respectiii;^  the 
effect  which  must  be  produced  by  the  whole  of  the  Papen 
being  made  fully  known,  an4  foatiained  from  it  only  by  the 
sense  of  our  public  duty,  we  haro  Tontnred  to  haTo  n  oeleotion 
made  of  some  of  the  moat  leading  fiMta  whioh  they  contain, 
whteh  we  think  may  with  aafety  bo  laid  before  tho  Com- 
mittees, under  the  restriction,  and  in  tho  manner  proscribed 
by  your  Excellency ;  but  we  are  persuaded  and  confidently 
triidt  tliat  the  communication  will  not  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee, eceti  in  this  form^  unless  your  Excellency  shall  hare 
anob  reasonable  assurance  as  satisfies  you  that  tho  Committee 
will  leooivo  tho  &cts,  so  giTon,  on  the  authority  of  your  Excel- 
lonoy^s  sanction,  without  permitting  tbomsolyos  to  make  any 
mquiiy  or  attempt  to  aathontieato  thom  by  any  o4hor  meana. 
and  will  adopt  thorn  and  give  them  as  unqnostionaUo  truths  of 
their  own  knowledge,  in  the  lieport  they  will  make  to  thu 
House }  and,  further  to  effect  this  purpose,  I  am  commanded 
to  empower  your  Excellency  to  direct  your  Chief  Secretary  to 
make  this  communication  to  the  CTommittee,  and  to  authorise 
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him  ta  declare  thai  Hia  M^eefcy^e  eonfidential  lemata  have 
meet  solemnly  pledged  ihemaelTea  to  yoa  fi>r  the  antfaentieity 
of  eveiy  hct  which  it  oontauu. 

To  prevent  as  much  as  posaible  any  occasion  being  given 
which  can  tend  to  a  discovery  of  the  cliaiiiiek  by  which  this 
intelligence  has  been  obtained,  I  most  eamestlj  recommend 
to  yonr  ExeeUeney  to  do  your  utmost  in  pfocnring  that  the 
filets  whieh  are  stated  from  it  may  not  stand  in  the  Beport  of 
the  Oommittee  in  the  exaet  oider  in  which  they  are  here  giTen, 
but  that  they  may  be  mixed  with  other  information  whidi  has 
been  derived  from  other  sources ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  measure  which  your  Excellency  hfw^  «o  judiciously  pro- 
posed)  in  consequence  of  which  the  Committee  will  lay  before 
the  public  a  etroumstantial  and  detailed  statement  of  the 
progress  of  the  treason  and  rebellion,  with  all  the  yarious 
turns  it  has  taken,^  will  fitmish  the  best  of  all  possible  means 
for  effecting  this  objeot  without  any  appearance  of  sns^elon  or 
difficulty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

Portland. 


Ssert$  Imieliiifmce /ram  FarU* 
April  17th,  arriyed  at  Paris. 

On  the  19th,  waited  on  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiiirs ; 

it  beinsj  Decade,  he  was  srone  to  the  country.  Left  my  name, 
and  called  next  day  at  eleven;  instantly  admitted;  talked 
over  the  purport  of  my  visit,  which  I  had  brought  in  writing, 
as  follows : — 

"  Citizen  Minister — Since  1  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you 
in  September  last,  I  understand  attempts  have  been  made  to 
injure  my  character  hero  by  some  persons  equally  despicable 
as  malidons  (I  mean,  Lewines^  and  his  associates),  from  whom, 
though  United  Irishmen,  I  pride  myself  in  differing,  both  m 

^  An  etnimury  of  the  United  Iriafa,  reaadeat  in  Paris. 
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Heutiment.aud  conduct;  nor  should  1  cuudoMjend  to  answer 
their  m&moiis  chaigw, 

^  I,  however,  take  great  pleasure  in  acqnainting  you  with 
what  I  have  heen  about,  vis^  tiying  to  bring  over  to  the  side 
of  the  United  Irish  what  is  called  the  Independent  Interest, 
oUm  the  Oountiy  Gentlemen,  all  of  whom  have  commands 
either  in  tlie  Vcomanry  or  Militia,  and  to  wliom  the  safety  of 
the  interior  wili  hv  entrusted,  wliilst  the  regular  troops  march 
against  the  enemy.    These  gentlemen  iiave  always  been  uiuoh 
against  the  Government,  but  feared,  in  a  revolution,  the  loss 
of  their  property,  especially  such  as  held  their  estates  by  grants 
of  Oliver  Cromwell.   For  some  time  past,  n  union  has  been 
formed  among  this  body  for  the  purpose  of  Ibroing  England 
into  whatever  measures  they  choose  as 'soon  as  an  iuTasion 
takes  place ;  all  of  my  most  particular  friends  are  of  this  asso-  | 
ciation,  and  l\i<.  y  ]i:ivc  infii5«ed  into  the  minds  of  the  rest  the 
idea  that  Englisli  laith  is  not  lo  be  relied  on.    I n  consequence, 
they  are  all  now  completely  up  to  tlie  formation  of  a  Bepublic  j 
and  a  separation  from  Britain,  provided  the  French  Directory  |> 
will  give^  under  their  seal,  the  terms  and  conditions  Ireland 
has  a  right  to  expect  and  demands.   I  took  upon  me  to  say 
France  never  meant  to  treat  Irdand  as  a  conquered  country ; 
that,  certainly,  they  would  expect  a  contribution  towards  de-  | 
fraying  the  great  expense  incurred  in  supporting  the  cau^c  of 
liberty;  but  what  the  sum  would  be,  I  could  not  take  upon  I 
me  to  mention.    They  insist  upon  having  that  specified,  and 
any  other  conditions  for  this  purpose. 

Citizen  Minister,  I  now  apply  to  you^to  none  other  have 
I  hinted  my  business,  and  the  most  profound  secrecy  wili  be 
requisite,  in  order  to  completely  deceive  the  English  Govern- 
ment. I  shall  mention  to  you  the  channel  of  correspondence, 
&c.,  with  the  ciphers  make  use  of,  if  it  is  requisite  to  write, 
but  which  I  shan't  do  with  »ut  your  peruiisitiioii,  and  giving  you 
the  letter  to  enclose  to  Hamburg. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,''  ^c.  i 
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The  Miniiter  then  said,  it  wu  a  matter  extremely  inteieitingy 
that  other  thm^  were  on  the  t<iqn$  at  present,  but  desired  I 

would  call  again  on  the  sccoud  UDoven  day  from  that,  and  he'd 
enter  into  particulars.  I  did  so,  and  gave  him  the  following 
letter.  He  said  he  had  laid  my  iirst  before  the  Directory; 
that  their  opinions  coincided  with  hie,  bat  that  they  could  not 
give  anything  nnder  their  hands  or  seal,  nor  he  ather ;  that  1 
had  perfectly  expreeeed  their  intentione.  I  told  him  this  was 
'  perfectly  satisfectory  to  me,  but  I  feared  it  wonld  not  bo  bo  to 
them.  "  Surely,"  «ays  he,  "  they  have  a  confidence  in  you,  and 
you  shall  have  it  from  the  Directory,  if  you  choose.*"  I  said  I 
hoped  that  would  be  suibcieutly  satisfactory  to  my  friends,  and 
begged  to  know  when  I  could  see  him  again — ^the  let  of  the 
next  Decade^  as  they  were  still  veiy  bnsy  on  other  matters. 

Copy  o/ik0  Letter, 
Citizen  Minister — ^Wishing  to  give  the  Qovemment  every 
eatis&ction  on  the  point  of  my  mission^  I  now  have  the  honour 

of  l^tyiiii;  before  you  everj^  particular.  1  am  extremely  jxlad  to 
find  it  appears  to  you  intereatiui^,  which  induces  mc  to  hope  as 
little  delay  will  be  given  as  possible.  I  think  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  state  to  you  that  the  spirit  of  the  North  is  completely 
broken,  and  I  fear  shortly  the  rest  of  Ireland  will  be  in  the 
same  predicament.  A  vast  nnmber  of  the  persons  ooncemed 
in  pereecating  the  United  Irish  are  those  from  whom  I  come ; 
for,  at  present,  they  dread,  and  with  good  reason,  the  ascend- 
ency of  this  body.  As  soon  as  you  set  these  g:entlemen'8 
minds  at  ease,  iu  regard  to  their  property,  the  bu^jiuess  of 
Revolution  will  get  leave  to  go  on,  and  the  firitish  Government 
will  find  themselves  clogged  in  their  system  of  terror,  without 
knowmg  why.  The  enclosed  paper  contains  the  mode  in  which 
I  am  to  act,  jsc.,  &o.   I  have  the  honour,  ise, 

Endosnn,  containing  the  ciphers  I  sent  to  the  Marquess  of 
Downshire,  and  the  fellowiug  postscript : — 

The  iflteutiou  of  the  ciphers  was,  if  I  thought  it  requitjite  to 
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write  from  Paria  to  ny  wbo  I  had  had  ooouDimiaatioii  with, 
and  aa  a  ahaimal  of  oonvoying  aoy  intalligeiioe  yon  might 
allow  mo  to  awd  during  my  stay.  The  latter  to  be  addiemed 
to  Ohariee  Bankei),  Esq.,  at  Mr.  EUiofa,  Pimlieo,  London,  to 

be  j<vit  ill  tlio  common  Post  Office  at  Hamburg,  and  Healed 
With  a  particular  seal  I  have  for  the  purpose.  As  soon  as  I 
receive  the  proper  paper  or  document,  in  order  to  save  time, 
I  am  to  get,  if  possible,  into  Engla&d;  if  that  can't  be  done 
with  eafety,  Ym  to  go  to  either  Bremen  or  Hambuig,  write 
thonee  to  fi.,  who  eomea  over  beibre  him.  I  atteet  the 
bnaineoB  on  oatli«  and  he  goea  inatantly  tar  Ireland.  B., 
haTing  been  a  banker  at  6elfi»t,  a  man  of  good  property,  and 
locked  on  by  €k»Temment  as  a  friend,  can  pass  and  repass,  as 
if  to  settle  accounts  at  Hamburs;.  E.  is  a  subscriber  to  the 
Volnntarv  Contributions,'  looked  on  likewise  a^^  a  friend  to 
Grovemment.  I  beg  leave  once  more  to  inform  you  that  delay 
will  be  looked  on,  I  fear,  as  non-complianee }  and,  if  there's  any 
partiodar  point  on  whieh  you  wish  for  aoenrate  infiirmation,  I 
think  I  can  undertake  to  obtain  it. 

He  seemed  to  dtsapprow  of  my  venturing  to  Ireland  or 
England ;  asked  me  if  I  knew  anything  of  Fitsgerald. 

Waited  on  him  the  Ist  of  the  followinir  Decade ;  lie  said 
nothing  was  resolved  on.  1  asked  if  the  Irisli  wri  f^  to  wait  for 
their  coining  or  not.  He  said  by  all  means  to  wait,  and  not 
to  risk  or  expose  themselves.  May  I  assure  them  youUl  come 
in  the  conrae  of  three  months  T  No,  we  cannot  fix  a  time ; 
it  may  be  more,  or  not  so  k»ng.  I  shaU  depend  on  you  to  ob* 
tain  fbr  me  aa  aeenrate  a  statement,  with  aa  much  inibrmatioti 
as  you  can  eoUeet.^  I  desired  to  know  on  what  partienlar 
point,  otherwise  I  should  be  at  a  loss ;  he  said  he  could  not 

'  The  Vdimtary  Contribations  were  one  of  those  petriotie  danoD- 
ifeiatioiit  whieh  marked  the  spirit  of  the  nalioa  at  that  period  ef  the 
oontcat  in  wbidi  it  was  engaged.  Th^  eonstitnted  a  thud  raised  in  aid 
ef  the  Gevenunent,  to  whidi  the  mmisten^  the  nobility,  and  the  wealthy 
of  all  daansi  most  liberally  snbaeribed. 
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nMntiMi  anj  purtieuiar.  I  then  pioniiaad  m  miuih  m  I  could 
eoU«0fc  in  geneial,  wHh  aptiiiioiilir  and  aooonteoiieof  Irdand* 
I  tbeo  asked  if  I  might  rmOm  to  asoert  that  tho  Franeh 
GoTWDment  would  be  content  with  heing  pi^d  the  expense  of 

their  former  expedition,  and  of  that  which  will  be  sent ;  that 
they  will  leave  the  Irisli  to  choose  a  constitation  for  themselves 
as  soon  as  English  intiueuce  is  destroyed;  guaranteeing  to 
every  individual  their  property,  without  respect  to  old  Catholic 
elainiB  and  to  their  political  conduct  prior  to  the  time  of  actual 
invadoD.  Yon  may  Tentare  to  aaaure  them  that  tho  property 
of  no  individnal  will  be  aeiaed  npoo,  bat  the  rererae.  On  the 
other  pomta  we  cannot  give  an  answer — ^  Whm  shall  I  see 
the  Directory  r* — ^•*0n  the  9th  of  this  Decade,  I  shall  speak  to 
the  President,  and  you  may  briuf;  to  me  one  of  your  aetjuaint- 
anco  that  in  known  to  him,  wlio  will  introduce  you;'"  or  that 
I  might  go  aloiH\  as  my  name  was  sufficiently  known  to  him. 
Between  that  aud  the  9th,  I  spoke  to  Abh^  Gr^ire  to  accom- 
pany me;  bat  he  declined  it,  as  did  Stone;  upon  which  I 
wrote,  OB  the  8th,  to  the  Minister,  to  say  that  these  two  had 
rsfiised,  and  that  they  thought  he  himself  on^t  to  do  it,  or 
give  roe  a  note  of  introduction  to  the  President ;  but  that,  if  it 
disagreeahle,  I  would  not  press  the  matter  further,  as  I 
1(  )ktd  on  his  word  as  that  of  the  Directory,  and  that  I  would 
call  next  day  at  tho  Directory,  when,  if  I  conld  ^et  an  audience, 
so  much  the  better ;  if  not,  1  thought  it  imprudent  to  wait 
longer. 

Next  day,  I  caUad  at  the  Direetoiy,  and  sent  in  my  name. 
I  there  met  Dnckett,  who  told  me  it  would  be  impossible  to 
see  any  of  them  that  day ;  tot  a  letter,  which  he  had  just 

brought  them,  which  came  from  Leonard  Bourdon,  would  give 
them,  he  believed,  work  tiioui;li,  as  he  understood  it  contained 
some  very  interesting  matter.  I  was  to  have  seen  s  o  mo  of 
them  that  day  hkewise ;  an  answer  came  to  u»  both  that  they 
were  too  much  occupied.  1  then  went  to  the  Minister,  and 
sent  in  my  name,  as  did,  at  the  same  time,  CSolonel  La  Harpe 
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«Dd  the  Swim  Depn(i«s.  We  were  all  aent  ofl^  w  he  was  very 
busy.  I M  a  note  with  hie  eecretaiy,  sajing  I  woald  set  ont 
next  day,  whieh  I  did,  the  20th  Floieal,  aiia$  Wedneeday, 
the  9th ;  arrived  at  OaxhaTen  the  Wednesday  following ; 

sailed  tlio  next  day,  landed  at  Lowcstoff  on  Tuesday  morn, 
got  to  tuw  ii  that  niirht,  accompanied  by  one  Jeffry,  who  passes 
himself  for  a  Scotchman,  was  coming  to  Yannouth  as  an 
American,  was  in  Paris  la-^t  September,  speaks  Freucli  as  a 
Frenehman,  looks  extremely  like  one,  and  lodges  at  the  X*iew 
Hammama,  OoTent  Qaiden. 


Mr,  Wickham  to  Lord  CatUertojfk. 

Private  and  Secret  Whitehall,  July  23,  1798. 

My  Lord — I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  request 
that  your  Lordship  would  inform  the  Lord- Lieutenant  that, 
in  consequence  of  his  Kxoellency's  letter  to  his  Grace,  desiring 
to  be  permitted  to  lay  a  part  of  the  cofrespcHidenee  now  in 
this  office  before  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Parliament  in 
Ireland,  copies  and  extiaets  were  made  from  that  cotrespond- 
ence  yesterday,  at  my  Lord  Grenyille^s  house,  at  I>ropmore» 
and  that  they  would  have  be«ii  forw  aided  to-day  to  his  Excel- 
lency, but  that  Lord  Greuville,  as  well  as  his  Grace,  wished  to 
consult  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  propriety  of  the  measure  itself,  ad 
well  as  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  selection  that  ought  to 
be  made ;  and,  as  this  cannot  be  done  before  Wednesday,  it 
will  probably  be  on  that  day,  or  Thursday,  only,  that  these 
papers  will  be  forwarded  to  his  Excellem^. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WiLUAM  Wickham. 


Mr,  WtckUam  to  Lord  CasUereagh, 
Private.  Whitehall,  July  25,  1798. 

My  Lord  —  Not  having  the  means  of  correcting  M^N/s 
Memorial,  which  your  Lordship  will  perceive  has  been  most 
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inaccuratoly  r'opied,  I  liavo  f^pnt  it  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  in 
its  imperieot  state.  Your  Lordship  will,  I  hope,  have  the 
goodness  to  supply  its  defects  (wliicli  are  chiefly  in  the  nimeft 
of  places)  as  well  as  yoa  can.  If  1  had  b^n  to  oorreet  it, 
I  am  sure  I  should  have  done  no  good,  and  might  Wo  dono 
some  seiioos  mischief  from  my  ignoianco  of  tho  real  names  of 
many  of  the  towns  and  landing-places  that  are  particularly 
pointed  out. 

There  is  an  awkwardness  in  giving  this  Memorial  in  French, 
as  it  ycdii  probably  delivered  to  R.  in  English,  but  this 
is  an  evil  that  cannot  be  remedied,  and  it  may  &irly  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  copy  has  been  obtained  at  Paris,  or  from  Bh^b 
secretary,  at  Hambnig.  This  conjectnre  will  be  at  least  as 
probable  as  the  real  one. 

I  have  tho  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WlUilAM  WiCKHikM. 


Mr,  Widkam  to  Lord  Cku&oroagih. 

Secret  Whitehall,  Jidy  25,  1798. 

My  Lord — am  directed  by  the  Doke  of  Portland  to  in* 
fbrm  yoar  Lordship  that  I  have  reoeiYed  intelligence,  from 
a  person  yety  much  in  the  confidence  of  the  French  minister 
at  Hamburg,  that  several  French  officers  and  soldiers  have 

lately  arrived  at  that  place,  where  they  have  jjurchascd  sailors'' 
dresses,  clothed  themselves  in  them,  and  gone  on  to  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  from  whence  it  is  intended  that  they  should  em- 
bark for  the  North  of  Ireland.  I  know  not  what  credit  is  to 
be  given  to  this  information,  which  must  be  received  with  cau- 
tion, as  it  does  not  appear  to  have  reached  his  Majesty's 
minister  at  Hambuig. 

It  comes,  however,  from  a  person  whose  reports,  while  he 
was  in  this  country,  were  known  to  his  Excellency  a«  singu- 
larly accurate  liiithiul — tliu  .same  who  gave  such  uu  accu- 
rate account  of  the  proceedings  of  O'Connor  and  Ooigiey  whilst 
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th«^wmiii  tliM  owiirti7,  wd  on  idiow  tatlim 
•om  were  apprehiiiM* 

I  Imn  tlw  honoor  to  bo, 

WiLUAM  WlCKBAM. 


Mr.  WiMam  to  Lard  CatUermgh, 
g^erat  Wliildiall,  Jaty  1798. 

My  Lord— I  liave  tho  honour  to  send  your  Lordship  en- 
closed, by  diiertion  of  the  Diike  of  Portland,  for  the  informer 
tion  of  the  Lord-Lieiiteiiaiit,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  with  a  f..rr«  cted  copy  of  M  C/s  confession  en- 
closed, which  appears,  by  the  certificate  of  that  jioneral,  to 
have  been  acknowledged  by  M'C.  himself  to  have  beeu  correctly 

stated  by  Colonel  Anstruther. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &e., 

WiLUAH  WlCKHAM. 

Gmimd  l>akympie  to  Mr,  Wiekkam, 

GQCiiiMy,Jia7l7,l798. 
Sir— I  hare  jnst  received  the  honour  of  yonr  letter  ef  the 

13th,  by  Mr.  Fabiani,  and  proceeded  to  obey  the  IHlko  of  Port- 
land^!* commands  conuuunicat^  therein. 

Tlie  terror  which  was  visible  upon  M'C.'s  countenance, 
when  I  myself  first  questioned  him,  and  which  induced 
m(>  to  send  him  primer  to  Castle  Comet,  wm  probably  pro- 
doetive  of  the  Tolnntary  oonfossion  whi^  he  has  since  made, 
first  to  tho  offieer  of  ^e  guard  m  the  Castle,  (Ensign  Jones, 
of  the  InTsltds)  and  afterwards  to  tho  oiBeeifl  whom  I  scot 
ow  to  tolco  his  efzamination. 

A  few  days  ago,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Moriran  to  Mr.  Cop- 
pinger  was  put  into  my  liauds.  I  sent  Sir  Thoma,«i  Saumaref 
and  my  aid-de-oamp,  Onptain  Loighton,  over  to  examine  him 
npon  the  contents,  and  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  his  dpda 
ration  thereupon.  He  was  not  permitted  to  read  the  letter, 
(wiiieh  ho  immediately  prononnoed,  from  the  writing/^  to  be 
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from  Mr«  Moigan)  and  then  seems  aomewlisl  diffieali  to  re- 
ooneile  in  bis  aeooimt  ui  the  maAter  with  the  letter  iteeU^ 
whieh  eireimistaoee  is  also  pereeptible  upon  eompwisg  his  de- 
claration upon  Mr.  Moi^^^s  letter  -mih.  his  first  letter  to  that 
gentleinan,  wliicU  1  had  the  honour  to  transmit  in  a  former 
despatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Declaration  from  Messrs. 
William  and  George  Bell,  on  which  I  think  the  most  perfect 
reliance  maj  be  plaoed.  M'C,  on  his  first  animal,  named 
the  House  U  l4maa  here  as  one  to  whieh  be  bad  been 
reeommended.  I  hm  seen  Mr.  L.,  who  assures  me  be 
has  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  M.  or  Bfr.  0.,  nor  eonneetion  with 
eitlior,  which  I  was  rather  surprised  to  hear,  as  I  had  been 
infurmed  tliat  he  was  connected  with  Mr.  Morgan,  a  man, 
I  understood,  of  substance.  The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 
Morgan  may  perhaps  explain  why  the  letters  of  recom- 
mendation (to  whoever  meant  to  be  addressed)  cannot  be 
traced  beie,  as  Mr.  Jones  immediately  divulged  what  the  pri- 
soner told  bim.  I  Buspeet  that  the  oixeurastances  of  bis  sltua- 
tlon  bad  reached  bis  friends. 

M^Oormick  declined  (bat  with  an  appeuwiee  of  mueb  re- 
spect) to  .sign  his  declarations,  unless  I  insisted  upon  it,  "as 
that  miglit  tend  to  iiis  own  ■onviction;  and,  though  he  had 
taken  the  resolution  to  avow  everything,  not  only  Irom  a  sense 
of  his  past  errors,  but  Jrom  hope  of  pardon,  he  did  not  find 
himself  so  ^7  assured  of  that  as  he  had  hoped.''  He  could 
not  ezplam  the  ooatiadiotion  above  alluded  to ;  and,  upon  the 
wbole^  I  rather  think  be  can  still  give  ftuiber  proof  of  oontri- 
tlon  bf  the  discoveries  be  has  still  to  make. 

He  informed  against  an  Irishman  who  was  sentr}'  near  his 
-  window  some  days  ago,  and  who  offered  to  assist  his  escape ; 
and  it  is  wnerallv  thoucht  that,  tliourrU  the  tia^t  could  not  be 
ascertained,  his  information  was  correct.  Of  this  I  think  there 
may  be  some  doubt ;  hut  I  must,  upon  the  whole,  bear  a  Tory 
&voursble  testimony  to  M'Oormick'a  behaviour  here. 
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Ab  BrOoimiek  declined  to  sign  his  Ibnner  Deokntion,  I  v»- 
qiaested  him  to  send  over  the  copy  whieh  1  now  endose,  and 
to  say  if  It  was  oomot.  He  made  the  remaric  wlueh  is  men- 
tioned in  my  certificate  suKjoiucd  to  the  Dpclaration,  which, 
with  that  annexed  to  hia  second  Declaration,  was  wriiteu  m  his 
pr&6euce. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  add  Ensign  Jones'^s  narrative.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  business,  and  says  he  feels  great  aeaL  for  the 
senice:  he  has,  however,  perhaps  another  motive,  as  he 
showed  me  the  copy  of  an  advertisement,  by  which  a  reward  is 
oflbred  for  John  Gonniek^s  apprehension.  To  that  no  indi- 
vidual has  any  claim,  as,  without  the  free  confession  made  by 
that  unfortunate  man.  lie  would  have  been  set  at  liberty,  in 
compliance  with  liis  Grace  tli*  Duke  of  Portland's  command. 

1  am,  &c., 

H.  W.  DikLRTMPLB,  M.  a. 

DeclaraUon  ^  J<^n  Cormirk.  t^jJem  a$  Guemt^^  Juijf  lOiA, 

John  Oormiek  declares,  that  ahont  fifteen  months  ago  he 

was  sworn  lu  ;i>  ;i  Uuiiod  Irishman,  by  Ciiristopher  Clarke,  a 
brewer,  in  Siiuthlir  Ui,  Dublin,  to  whieli  act  he  was  induced  by 
appreheusion  fur  his  personal  safety,  being  told  that  those  who 
did  not  take  the  above  oath  wonld  not  be  safe ;  that,  during  the 
first  twelve  months  of  the  above  period,  he  remained  perfectly 
passive  $  tbat«  at  their  expiration,  Lord  Edward  Fitsgsrald  was 
brought  to  his  house  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  William  Law- 
less,' in  order  to  be  concealed ;  since  which  time,  influenced 
by  his  Lordship,  he  had  taken  a  more  active  part  in  the  Rebel- 
lion, by  attendinc:  seditious  meetings ;  that,  durinjr  his  inter- 
course with  Lord  Edwmd  Fitzgerald,  his  Lordship  showed 
him  two  letters,  the  signature  of  both  of  which  was  concealed, 
one  of  which  stated  that  the  number  of  disaffected  in  London 

'  A  soigeoB,  ^  lived  in  French  Street,  DuUul— ^oTe  es  arigimii 
Paper, 
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atDOtmted  to  seraiieen  thoumid,  who  would  Hm  on  »  oommon 
emergency,  bat  that  there  were  at  least  one  hundred  thoneand 
who  would  rise  in  case  of  actual  invasion.    The  other  was 

conceived  in  these  terms :  "I  have  just  received  a  letter  from 
L.,*  who  had  made  application  to  the  trustees  t  i  the  advance 
of  five  thousand  pounds  upon  your  estates,  which  they  refnsed, 
saying  that  they  would  make  no  payment  short  of  the  entire, 
and  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  effect  that  for  four 
months.'*"  That  Lord  Edwatd  Fitzgerald  remained  concealed 
in  his  house  for  near  a  month ;  that,  shortly  after  Lord  Edward 
quitted  his  house,  he  was  obliged  himself  to  abscond,  a  party 
of  the  iiiiliLtiry  being  sent  to  take  possession  of  it,  upon  iiitorma- 
tion  beinj;  received  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzj^eral  l  hcpn 
harboured  there ;  that  he  remained  in  Dublin  nearly  a  week 
after;  when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  June,  he  made 
his  escape  to  England,  under  the  disguise  of  a  sailor,  in  a  small 
boat  bound  to  a  port  near  Park  Gate,  (called,  as  he  believed, 
Neston)  from  which  place  he  proceeded  to  London  by  Liver- 
pool ;  that,  during  the  time  he  was  in  Enirland,  he  assumed 
the  naniu  oi  Caaipbell ;  that  he  remained  in  London 'nearly  a 
fortnight,  solely  with  a  view  to  avoid  detection;  but,  meeting 
some  Irish  people,  who  seemed  to  recognise  him,  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  go  elsewhere,  when  he  determined  to  come  to 
Guernsey,  as  being  a  place  where  he  was  likely  to  pass  unob- 
served ;  that,  when  he  was  in  London,  he  lodged  in  the  house 
of  a  Mrs.  Monro,  in  Swan  Street,  near  the  Minories,  and  that 
the  only  person  whom  he  visited  was  a  Mr.  Morgan,  a  mer- 
chant, residing  Mt  the  Crescent,  near  the  Tower,  uncle  of  the 
Declarant's  wife ;  and  that  he,  Mr.  Morgan,  recommended  to 

*  L.  is  the  initial  of  ihe  fttme  of  the  Iiiib  agent  m  Paris,  being 
Lewings. — N<^  M  original  Paper. 

*  This  letter  wis  dated  some  time  in  Msy ;  sod,  though  he  seemed  to 
mdentaDd  it  litenlly,  he  appeared  to  eoUeet  from  it  that  the  IVench 
iateiidsd  to  invade  Irdaod  in  four  nonths  front  the  dale  of  iL^Note  en 
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bim  tha  hooM  of  Un.  Monro ;  tlni,  wImb  Ke  bft  Lonta,  to 

oome  to  GneniBoy,  bo  took  tho  dmdo  of  Coppinger,  both  bemio 
it  had  the  same  initial  with  his  own  name,  and  because  it  was 
already  upon  a  portmanteati  given  to  him  by  his  brother-in- 
law,'  who  at  present  resides  at  Mr.  Morgan's.  The  Declarant 
adds,  tliat  a  deputation  from  the  United  British  in  Loudon 
arrived  in  Dublin  iwt  Manila  bat  that  ha  io  totally  nnaoqnainted 
with  their  namoo  and  intontioaa ;  that  he  is  not  aeqniiiiited 
with  any  indindoal  whatever  Sn  thia  labnd,  either  inhaHtant 
or  atnnger,  and  that  he  eame  here  merely  wiUi  the  hagm  of 
being  unnoticed ;  that  if  would  he  ungenerous  in  him  to  reveal 
the  name  of  the  persou  who  eoneoaled  him  in  Dublin  after  he 
haii  absconded  from  Iiia  own  liousc,  as  that  would  only  crimi- 
nate an  individual,  and  could  not  lead  to  any  diaoovary  by 
which  GoTemmant  would  be  benefitted.  He  further  aays  that 
he  akieaNly  repenta,  and  feala  deep  remotaa  fbr  the  part  whioh 
he  haa  taken,  not  only  beeanae  he  ia  eonaoioQa  that  he  ia  liable 
to  be  biongfat  to  pnniahoient,  bnt  beeanae  he  ia  thoroughly 
oonvinoed  of  his  error,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  prove  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  repentance  bv  assistinfi  to  make  any  discoveries 
which  may  tend  tr>  tlic  public  iroud,  and  which  he  thinks  he 
will  be  able  to  effect  by  carrying  on  a  corr^pondence  with 
Lewings,  the  agent  for  the  United  Irish  in  Paria,  with  whom 
he  has  been  intimately  ao^nainted  till  within  these  two  yeara, 
and  who  will,  he  thinka,  write  confidentially  to  him,  knowing 
wellhia  politieal  principlea,  and,  by  pretending  atill  to  adhere 
to  their  eanse,  by  diacoTering  the  plots  of  the  United  Irish 
and  British,  whom  he,  by  his  former  connections,  may  iiiid  to 
be  in  London  or  elsewhere. 

The  above  Declaration  having  been  read  to  M^Oormick  in 
my  presence,  he  acknowledged  it  to  be  correctly  the  aubatance 
of  what  he  piononnced  in  the  preaence  of  Colonel  Anatvnther, 
Sir  Thomaa  Sanmarei,  and  Captain  Leighton,  excepting  that 

"  Foley. — Note  on  original  Paper. 
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he  doM  wA  think  that  Lord  Edwaid  Fit^^ald  mm  in  all 
(but  at  diffeveni  times)  above  a  Ibrtoight  or  three  weelce  in  hia 
honae. 

H.  W.  DiliRYXPLB, 

M.  LientenanV^Femor, 


JLord  Castlerea^/i  to  Mr,  U  ickJium. 

ftifnte^  DnUiaGbiae^  July  80^  1796. 

Sir — I  am  very  bi^py  to  6nd  that  the  detenninatioo  of  the 
Lotd-Lieutenant)  a«  to  the  Bill  of  Pardon,  has  been  such  as 
will  relieve  the  Duke  of  Portland  from  all  anxiety  on  this 

subject.  Upon  a  communication  with  the  Chancellor,  the 
time  to  bo  gained  by  presenting  the  act,  transmitted  under  the 
King's  signature,  having  reierein'o  to  a  Bill  of  Exceptions  after- 
wards to  be  submitted  to  Parliaiueutf  did  not  appear  to  his 
Exoellencj,  in  any  dcjgree,  to  eoanterbaknee  the  inconvenience 
of  opening  so  delioste  a  subject  to  general  diseossion.  It 
has»  theiefbre^  been  decided  by  his  Excellency  to  snbmit  the 
exceptions  which  appear  expedient  to  those  who  have  a  local 
knowledge  of  the  treason  to  the  King'*s  ministers  in  England, 
and  to  await  a  perfect  Bill  being  transmitted  under  the  King"'8 
signature,  before  any  further  steps  are  taken  in  this  Parliament. 
The  measure  will  then  be  according  to  the  most  approved  prtv 
cedents ;  and,  as  Parliament  will  only  have  a  simple  affinii- 
atlye  or  negative,  much  of  the  warmth  inseparable  from  a 
detailed  disenssioii  will  be  avoided. 

The  Lord-Lientenant  writes  himself  to  the  Duke  of  PoiiUnd 
open  the  general  snbject.  As  his  Excellency  is  much  occu- 
pied, and  his  Ckaoe  may  wish  to  be  acquainted  with  the  reasons 
upon  which  the  exceptions  liavc  been  seh^ctcd,  I  shall  truublo 
you  with  a  few  observatiouii  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

It  in  the  wish  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant  that  the  ineaiiure 
should  have  all  the  grace  possiUe,  and  that  the  principle  of 
pardon  should  be  pushed  as  &r  as  may  be  at  all  compatible 
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with  the  pablie  mlety.  At  the  same  time,  his  Ezeelleii^ 
feels  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the  peculiarity  of  this  act  of 

grace  beine:  granted  pending  ths  RebeUion.  In  every  other 
installer,  the  W\\\  of  Pardon  ha."  followed  tho  stru-rs^le ;  and 
the  principal  object  in  view  has  been  the  quieting  of  the  minds 
of  those  wlio  had  been  engaged  in  the  treason.  In  the  present 
ease,  the  Rebellion,  though  omshed  in  a  militaiy  senae,  is  yet 
in  oiganized  force ;  and,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  dia- 
tnrbanoea  still  eziat,  and  the  people  retain  theur  arms  irith 
an  obatinaey  that  indicates  the  cause  is  not  yet  abandoned. 
Under  this  impression,  his  Excellency  is  of  opiniuu  that  the 
pardon  mTi5?t  bo  granted  upon  a  principle  of  precaution,  as  well 
as  of  clemency ;  and  that,  although  it  might  be  highly  dan* 
gerous,  by  the  terror  of  severe  punishment,  to  driTe  nomerons 
clasaee  of  men,  however  deeply  implicated  in  the  treason,  to 
despair,  yet  that  it  is  still  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  State 
to  keep  the  Leaders  nnder  the  reatnunt  of  the  law,  holding  oat 
to  them  snch  a  principle  of  compromise  aa  shall  not  drive  them 
to  take  up  arms,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  their  lives ; 
but  shall  leave  Goverunient  at  liberty  to  look  to  its  own 
safety. 

The  first  exception  proposcnl  is  that  of  priaoners  in  custody, 
previously  to  the  Lor<l-Lieutenant''s  message.  Prisoners  since 
committed  not  to  suffer  from  the  delay  which  has  nnayoidably 
oocurred  in  carrying  his  Majesty's  gradona  intentions  into 
execution. 

Persons  guilty  of  murder  or  conspiracy  to  murder.  The 

troops  to  be  excepted,  and  left  subject  to  the  MuLiny  Act. 

The  yeouuiHiy,  not  beini:^  subject  to  Martial  T^w,  it  is  pro- 
po.st'J  to  except  out  of  tlio  pardon  such  as  have  deserted  their 
corps  and  joined  the  iiebels ;  also  those  who  have  admi- 
nistered illegal  oaths  since  they  became  yeomen — thiif  desorip> 
tion  of  yeomen  being  the  actiYe  aeduoera  of  theur  own  body, 
and,  in  many  instances,  lumng  entered  uito  the  service  ex- 
pressly fi>r  the  purpose. 
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Persons  Ita^ing  had  direct  oommnnicatioii  or  ootreapoBdenoe 
with  tli0  enemy. 

In  the  mvie  oi^puiiialion,  it  ie  proposed  to  except  the  mem- 
bers of  the  EzecntiYe»  Provineial,  and  County  Committees,  as 
in  these  situations  the  persons  most  dangerons  to  the  State 
have  been  employed.  The  County  Delegates,  being  pretty 
numerous,  were  the  exception,  in  all  cases,  to  be  followed  by 
punishment,  it  would  certainly  operate  fhr  too  extensively ; 
but,  as  its  operation  will  only  be  to  bring  their  claims  to&YOor 
nnder  eonsideration  upon  their  individual  cases,  and  as  much 
danger  might  arise  from  disehaiging,  without  any  conditions 
whatever,  a  eUss  of  men,  many  of  whom  are  still  active  Behels, 
it  is  thought  most  advisable  that  they  should  stand  excepted, 
the  rather  as  it  is  proposed,  by  a  general  clause,  to  pardon  all 
persons,  even  of  the  excepted  cases,  (save  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  deliberate  mui  ier,  or  been  in  direct  conc-fx mlnice 
with  the  enemy),  who  sliall  surrender  within  such  time  as  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  in  Council  may  prescribe,  upon  condition  of 
banishment  for  such  time  as  may  be  enjoined,  with  reference 
to  thdr  degrees  of  criminality,  or  upon  giving  such  security 
ibr  their  fhtnie  good  behaviour  as  may  be  demanded.  It  is 
thought  that  this  will  so  soften  the  rigour  of  the  exceptions, 
that  it  will  in  itself  be  considered  as  an  act  of  grace  even  to 
the  most  guilty  ;  and  the  State  will  be  equally  soured  by 
their  removal  as  by  their  punishment. 

Upon  the  same  principle,  in  the  military  organization,  the 
exceptions  are  made  to  extend  to  captains.  It  has  appeared 
to  his  Excellency  the  more  neceasaty  to  have  this  reserve  in 
giving  an  un^^nalified  pardon  to  captains  and  county  delegates 
—the  only  two  classes  upon  which  much  doubt  has  been 
entertained ;  as,  in  many  counties,  where  the  organization  of 
the  treason  was  only  in  progress,  the  elections  have  not  pro- 
ceeded beyond  these  degrees;  and  tlie  individuals  who  would 
shortly  have  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  generals  and  Executive 
Committee  are  to  be  found  in  the  humble  cbiss  of  County 
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Delegates  auU  captains,  a  description  ot  pcrj^ons  tn  t  ti^nnidaMe 
to  be  dismissed  hannless,  without  being  brouglit  under  some 
reguktinn,  eitlMr  of  security  or  temporary  baniahmeBt.  My 
Lord*Lii>qt<iiuuit  will  alw»y8  htm  it  in  hk  power,  «itber 
tltogether  ta  pndon  or  mmly  to  nqoiie  aeeutty,  wImb  Hm 
mtiirB  of  the  «Me  will  enaUo  bis  BsoeUenoy  to  ditmiiB  tho 
IndlTtdmil  witii  taftty  to  tho  Stato  upon  thMa  mild  eoft- 
dition«i. 

TIh'  above.  ^\nth  the  persons  to  be  excepted  by  name, 
oompreheud  all  the  limitations  which  have  occurred  to  hit) 
Excellency  ai  neoossary  to  be  connected  with  the  Act  of 
General  Pardon. 

The  liOid-Iieateoaiit  baa  ftdly  explained  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland  that  it  nerar  was  in  his  Exeelloncy's  eontemplation, 
in  any  degree,  to  oompromise  tho  King''8  prerogative,  by  sub- 
mitting the  Bill  with  blanks  for  Parliament  to  fill  up.  His 
Excellency  always  looked  to  its  beinir  presented  entire  as  his 
Majesty'*s  Act.  Tlie  objections  aLaled  by  tlie  Crown  Lawyers 
IB  England  to  the  King's  signature  being  obtained  to  an  im- 
perfect instrument  are  too  strong  not  to  be  oott'vincing  j  and, 
as  the  Loffd-Lientenant  oonld  not  havo  been  eailisr  prepared 
to  offer  the  eieeptions  to  fail  Majesty's  eonsidfttatifm  and  thai 
of  bis  Ministera ;  in  fiwt|  no  time  has  been  lost  that  coold 
have  been  saved,  and  the  mercy  beini,'  referred  back,  as  fiur  as 
the  prisoners  are  concerned,  who  are  the  only  clasa  that  could 
have  suffered,  to  tho  dato  of  the  tne.«sa^e,  the  Royal  clemency 
will  in  no  degree  be  impeached  or  lesaened  by  the  delay  in  car- 
rying the  measure  into  execution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 


Lord  CastiereoffA  to  Mr,  Wickiam. 

Private.  DiiUin  GMe»  July  SOv  1798. 

Sir^ — I  liave  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  25th, 
marked  private,  relative  to  Dr.  McNevin's  Memoiial.  In 
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gomg  oret  it  wHli  Mr.  Cooke,  1  doubt  not  I  shall  be  able  to 
render  it  raAeieiitly  ooireet )  indeed,  I  mm  not  without  hopee 
that,  in  the  oonne  of  this  day,  we  ehall  reoeiTe  the  best  possible 
assistanoe  fbir  this  purpose— Dr.  MeNerin  himself  bei&j^  now 

employed  in  preparing  a  statement  of  his  foreiijn  eoininuni- 
cations  for  the  inturniiition  of  Government.  It  may  reaauiiubly 
be  lioj>ed  that  tho  report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  may 
oontaiu  every  circumstauce  at  all  material  for  the  pablic  in- 
formaiion,  without  in  the  least  eomproinising  the  secret  iutelr 
Ugeoee^  whieh  it  is  so  gieat  an  object  to  use  as  spaiingly  as 
possible. 

The  Lord^Lientenant  will  have  ekphuned  to  the  Dnke  of 
Portland  thai,  with  a  view  of  pvinis^  the  Seerst  Committees 

a  ^eucral  impression  of  the  extent  to  which  tho  traitors  of  this 
country  had  lieeu  in  communication  with  the  enemy,  Ins 
Excellency  authorized  me  to  read  the  correspondence  and 
memorial  once  over  to  the  Committee  of  the  Commons,  with 
a  strict  injunction  that  no  pcr<;on  should  note  a  single  Act  | 
and  I  can  tmly  state  that  the  individuals  on  that  committee 
are  aho^ther  in  the  daik  as  to  the  manner  in  which  thai 
intelligence  was  obtauied,  and,  from  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
l^ne  through,  can  only  have  a  very  general  impreseion  of  its 
contents.  The  same  precaution  waa  used  in  the  Lords } 
and,  I  trust,  akhoupfh  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Desikntch  to 
his  Excellency  does  not  altogether  sanction  what  has  been 
done,  yet  tliat  his  Craoe  and  the  Ministers,  who  have  so 
wisely  enjoined  the  gieatest  precantlon  to  be  observed  in  the 
nse  to  be  made  of  that  most  interesting  and  important  cor* 
respondence,  will  be  of  opinion  ihat  the  guarded  manner  in 
which  the  Lord-Lieutenant  made  the  communication  to  the 
committees,  not  authorizing  the  smallest  extracts  to  be  made, 
or  any  of  the  factvS  to  bo  relied  on  in  their  Report,  without 
being  fully  autlioriaed  by  hisi  Excellency,  will  preclude  any 
danger  to  the  State  from  this  valuable  channel  of  iuteliigeuce 
being  in  any  degree  brought  into  suspicion. 

The  few  linos  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you  by 
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$atiirday*0  nwil  wOl  bave,  in  9om»  ineMare,  expUunod  the 
eommnnioitioii  we  Me  about  to  receive  from  Dr.  MeNerm  and 

the  other  State  prisoners.  I  acceded  to  the  interview  re- 
quested by  Mr.  O^Connor,  Mr.  Emmet,  and  the  Doctor;  and 
the  (jbanoellor  was  kind  enough  to  be  present.  They  ex- 
praaeed  an  anxious  desire  to  save  Mr.  Bond's  life,  as  also  to 
resene  the  oountry  from  a  Rebellion,  whieh  it  nas  evident 
most  be  desiraetiTe  to  aU  parties.  Thej  admitted  that  ihsj 
bad  intended  eeefy  thtn^  we  hnem  ikey  did,  bat  most  |NieitiTsly 
denied  that  they  were  ever  prepared  to  aoeept  of  Freneh 
assistance  to  au  extent  which  might  enable  them  to  intcrtere 
as  conquerors  instead  of  allies.  They  were  now  convinced 
that  France  would  not  afford  the  partial  assistance  they  re- 
quired; and  that,  coming  in  tbrce,  the  patriots  of  Ireland 
woold  find  it  as  diffieolt  to  get  rid  of  ihem  as  of  their  present 
opponents.  Thej  were  ready  to  give  the  ibllest  inlbrmation 
on  every  part  of  the  treason,  foreign  and  domestie,  dediniDg 
to  mention  names,  so  as  to  implicate  indiyidnals.  All  the 
State  prisoners,  in  the  jraols  of  thit*  city,  have  signed  their 
acquiescence  iu  a  full  disclosure  and  banishment  from  this 
country  for  life.  They  are  ready  to  appear  before  the  Secret 
Committees,  and  to  be  examined— snch  is  their  offer,  the  im- 
portance of  which,  if  sincerely  acted  npon,  ^peara  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  the  Ohaneellor  snob  as  wamnts  a  fiurthw 
Despite  of  Mr.  Bond's  ezeention,  and  ultimately  a  pardon  on 
the  same  eonditions  as  the  other  prisonere  solieit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.. 


Mr,  WiciAam  to  Lord  Castierea^A. 
Secret  Whitehall,  Augmt  3rd,  1798. 

My  Lord — I  am  directed,  by  the  Dnke  of  Porthmd,  to 
transmit  to  yonr  loidship,  for  the  information  of  the  Lord- 
Lientenant,  the  enclosed  copy  of  some  intelligence  that  has 
been  received  here  from  the  coast  of  France. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

W.  WlCKUAii. 
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JDe^pOtek  o/iU  2Srrf  tml.,  to  Mr.  fftMiBtm, 

Brest,  July  21.  Tho  Fraternity  and  Bcllone,  alluded  to  in 
that  Despatch,  effectually  sailed  on  the  10th,  but  returned,  after 
a  lively  purauit  by  our  cruizers,  on  the  12th:  a  line-of-battle 
ship  and  four  fiigates  have  been  added  to  strengtbeii  this 
divisioa ;  and  a  seeond  diTirion  ordered  to  be  pvepared,  consist* 
ing  of  fi^ur  line-of-battle  ebips,  Le  Montblanc,  La  Berolution, 
Le  Watigny,  and  Le  Fongaenz,  all  fonrof  74  gima»  bave  been 
this  day  completed  to  forty-five  days  of  eea-proirisione,  and 
have  cmbarkuii  some  Hying  aililleiy,  avowedly  destined  for 
Ireland,  where  it  is  reported  the  insur2;cnts  are  still  in  force. 
Different  detachments,  to  the  amount  of  some  thousand  light 
troops,  have  arrived  in  the  neiji^bbourhood  of  Brest  for  several 
days  past,  with  whom  there  is  an  intention  to  make  an  effort 
in  &Toar  of  the  Rebels  of  Ireland,  if  the  great  penniy  of  stores 
and  provisiofis,  and  the  vigilanee  of  the  English  emisen, 
adroit  of  it. 

St.  Brieux,  J uly  22.  The  present  head-qoartersof  the  detach- 
ments of  the  ami^  d'Angleterre  are  at  St.  Brieux,  where 
several  houses  aro  prepared  f«»r  tlir  r* n  jition  of  the  ^'oiipral 
officers.  General  Kiiniaiue  and  his  staff  passed  through  this 
town  a  few  days  sgo,  and  all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  in  motioQ.  A  diversion  to  cover  an  effiiri  firom  Sresti  in 
&V01IT  of  the  Bebels  in  Ireland,  is  projeoted  npcm  the  ishinds 
of  Jersey  and  Gnenisej,  for  which  ^ impose  a  camp  of  three 
thousand  men  has  been  traced  near  this  town,  and  a  division 
of  the  same  force  ordered  to  assemble  at  St.  Malo,  tlic  point  of 
departure,  where  the  ^un-vessels  and  boats  are  ordered  to 
assemble  as  soon  as  tliose  at  Granville  can  be  launched. 
The  contre-admirai.  La  Crosse,  directs  the  naval  operations, 
and  to  the  divisionary  general,  Boesignol,  is  committed  the  exe- 
cution of  the  attack  upon  Jersey,  while  ^e  general  de  division, 
Vendome,  effects  with  the  flotilla  of  Cbeibouig  a  diversion  upon 
Guernsey. 
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Brest,  July  22.  The  Hne-of-battio  Hhip  aud  six  frigates, 
destined  for  Ireland,  are  still  in  the  road  ;  thp  violent  westerly 
winds  have  prerenied  their  sailing.  They  have  between  three 
and  fofur  thousand  troopa  ^T^iite  on  board,  "  propres  d  fiun$ 
4m  ba$  i^Saim^J^  The  niunber  of  ahips  and  slate  of  them,  ex- 
oepting  the  above  moTement,  oo&tnive  id  the  road  and  hai^ 
hour,  u  b  J  the  lait  lepoit. 

St.  Brieoz,  July  M.  The  troope  oontnrae  la  movement, 
and  it  is  reported  that  orders  are  arrived  to  retrograde  towarda 
the  interior.  The  inij^ossibility  of  furnishing  more  assistance 
to  Ireland  than  what  is  embarked  in  the  line-of-battle  ship  aud 
KM.  fiigates,  that  amount  to  3,800  land  foroee,  with  the 
stona  and  the  anxieties  towarda  the  Bhinc,  hare  oceaeioned 
this  movement.  Several  of  the  geaeiml  offioen,  hilelj  airived, 
went  off  for  BemieB  thia  moining,  on  their  way  to  Pane. 

St.  Male,  July  24.  General  Kilmaine  and  oontre-admiral 
La  Crosse  hare  made  every  disposition  for  an  embarkation 
destined  airainst  Jersev. 

\L  is  stated  that  the  privateers  are  all  to  be  detained,  and  eni- 
^oyed  asoorvettes»for  wliieh  purpose  they  hare  been  surveyed. 

D'AuVfiBOliE,  Prince  of  Bouillon. 

JoHji  Joly  aO»  1798. 

Mr,  Wiekham  to  Lcni  CatiUrea^, 

Pkivite.  WbitduOl,  Ai^iiittf,  179S. 

My  Lord — have  the  hononr  to  send  yonr  Lordship  en- 
closed, by  the  Duke  of  Portland''s  direction,  for  the  informa* 
tion  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  an  officer  (a  j)risoner  of  wai")  at  Orleans,  giving  a  veiy 
satisfactory  aoeount  of  the  sentiments  aud  principles  of  the 
Irish  prisoners  eonfined  there.  Yonr  Lordship  will,  no  doubt, 
have  observed  an  article  thai  has  appeared  in  some  of  the  pnb- 
lie  papers,  that  these  brave  follows  have  smee  made  an  open 
and  nnequivooal  declaration  of  their  loyalty. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  kc. 

Wm.  Wkkham, 


Digitized  by  Google 


TxacomsT  castlbbbaoh. 


251 


Prison,  Orleuu,  July  12,  1798. 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  two  letters  for  Mr.  .    I  trust 

news  of  the  former's  arrival  at  Jamaica  has  reached  yon  ere 
this.  I  hoped  hy  this  time  to  have  been  near  ihe  coast,  on 
my  ronte  to  be  exchanged ;  but  a  most  eztraordinaiy  manoen- 
vre  of  separating  the  English  from  the  Irish  prisonen 
detains  me  here,  for  what  purpose  Ood  and  the  Directory  only 
know.  This,  however,  I  am  not  withoat  suspicion  of,  that 
some  (lark  plan  i.s  iu  agitation ;  perhaps  an  attempt  to  corrupt 
the  Irish  prisoners.  I  am,  &c., 

Trevor  Hall. 

July  13.  As  there  is  a  probability  this  letter  may  go 
safe,  I  send  yon  an  extinct  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Tyrrell, 
14fth  Dragoons,  to  Captain  Cotes,  which,  if  yon  think  proper, 
communicate  to  the  Transport  Board. 

Friaon,  Orleaaa,  Jofy  10,  1798. 
A  most  extiaordinary  commonication  has  just  been  made 
to  08  by  some  soldiers  (whose  TCtacity  we  have  no  reason  to 
doabt),  and  which  we  shall  give  yon  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
their  words. 

^*  That  Mr.  BonUard,  the  Commissary  of  the  ExecatiTe 

Power,  acquainted  them  last  night,  on  their  remonstrating  to 
him  on  the  hardship  of  being  se^  a  rated  from  their  fellow- 
prisoners,  and  not  marched,  as  well  :i8  the  otliers,  to  the  coast 
£or  exchange,  tliat  it  was  ail  tor  their  good ;  that  their  situ^ 
tion  would  be  better ;  that,  after  the  march  of  the  English  on 
Thursday,  they  were  to  be  stmck  off  the  list  as  British  prison- 
ers, and  Ytcioalled  by  France  for  the  Irish  Bepablicj  that ' 
eight  or  ten  days  hence  they  were  to  be  marched  to  Nantes, 
and  there  embarked  with  a  strong  reinforcement  for  Ireland.* 
There  are  about  130  Irish  prisoners  here  ;  and  a  more  loyal, 
determined  set  of  poor  fellows,  I  have  seldom  met  with.* 

'  On  reference  to  the  ^^leniorial  delivered  in  July,  1797,  to  the  French 
Bunater  at  Usmbiicg,  to  be  forwarded  to  Paris  (introdiieed  hereafkr  ia 
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Mr,  WiMam  to  Lord  Codhna^k. 

i'nvatc  and  Secret.  Whitehall,  August  i>,  1798. 

My  Lord — i  have  rocfivod  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's 
Beveral  letters  of  the  28th  aud  30th  ult.,  all  of  which  1  have 
communicated  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  together  with  the 
draft  of  the  Bill  fbr  hui  Maj6ety''fl  most  gracious  pardon,  traot- 
mitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Gooke.  His  Grace  ivill  hvra  the  hoooiir 
of  writing  himself  to  my  Lord-Lieutenant  on  the  anhjeet  of 
the  persons  in  eostody  for  high  treason  at  Dublin^  to  whom 
some  of  your  Lordship's  letters  relate. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  his  Grace''s  coumiands  to  com- 
municate to  von,  for  his  Exce!!encv''f  information,  Boiiie  ob- 
serrations  that  have  been  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  (with  whom  the  Duke  of 
Portland  entirely  eoncnn)  on  the  exceptions  in  the  Bill  as 
they  stand  in  the  draft  transmitted  here,  which  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary,  before  his  Majesty  can  be  advised  to  sign  the 
Bill,  that  fhrther  information  should  be  reoeiyed  from  Ireland, 
aud  particularly  that  a  more  accurate  description  should  be 
given  of  some  of  the  persons  who  are  to  be  individually  excepted 
from  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty^'?  pardon. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  Christian  names  of  many 
of  these  pcrsonf^,  mv\  tho  places  of  abode  and  profession  of 
others,  are  left  to  be  filled  np  here.  To  enable  the  Dnke  of 
Portland  to  do  this,  Mr.  Gooke  had  referred  me  to  a  man,  who, 
I  have  no  doubt,  is  well  able  to  give  the  greater  part,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  information  necessary  for  that  purpose  \  but,  un- 
fortunately, he  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  tiiiiL\  at  Paris  j 
and  all  aiy  endeavours  to  find  a  person  capable  of  diijiplving 
his  place  have  been  hitherto  without  efiect.    Under  these 

ceaaerion  with  Mr.  Wlekbsm*!  letter  of  Augoit  16th)  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  difTeient  treatment  of  theEngliab  and  Iriah  aeanen,  prisoneiv  of 
war,  was  suggested  and  recommended  to  the  Birectoiy  by  the  writer 
■nd  his  collcegttCi  of  the  Baeeutive  Coounittee  of  the  United  Iriahmen. 
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oiremiistaiices,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitop-Genftnl  are  dearly 
of  opinion,  with  the  Lord  Chaaoellor,  tbat  all  the  reaeona 
which  preTAoted  his  Maje8ty''s  mimsten  fnm  advising  tho 

Kinsr  to  scud  over  a  Bill,  leaving  the  clauses  of  exception  in 
blank,  apply  equally  in  principle,  though  not  so  &r  in  extent, 
to  sendin^f  over  in  blank  any  part  of  the  description  of  the 
persons  who  are  to  be  excepted;  consequently,  that  the 
namea  of  such  persons  must  be  altogether  omitted  in  the  ex- 
eepiions,  or  that  the  Bill  mnat  not  be  offieied  to  tho  King  for 
bia  Majeety^e  signature  until  all  the  blanks  can  be  filled  np^ 
The  Bake  of  Portland,  aenBtble  of  the  great  delay  and  eonae- 
qnent  inconvenience  that  mnst  arise  from  sending  over  to  Ire- 
land fur  further  information,  would  willino;ly  omit  the  names 
of  these  persons  in  the  excoptiuuri  aUogetiier;  but,  perceiving 
several  amon^rst  them  who  have  been  most  active  in  the  Rebel- 
lion from  the  beginning,  and  whose  punishment  is  necessary  to 
the  fbtnre  peace  and  safety  of  the  country,  and  not  doubting 
that  the  namea  of  those  who  are  lees  known  to  him  haye  been 
inserted  by  hia  Ezoellency  fi>r  similar  reasons,  his  Grace 
considers  the  evil  thai  will  arise  firom  this  deky  as  of  small 
importance^  when  compared  with  that  which  mnst  resolt  fix>m 
suffering  hia  Majesty'*8  full  pardon  to  be  extended  to  persons 
not  l  iously  iruilty  of  offences  of  such  mi^itude. 

Among  tiie  persons  excepted,  there  is  one.  upon  whose  case 
his  Majesty's  law  officers  have  made  particular  observations — I 
mean,  Mr.  Stewart,  o^  Acton.  From  the  secret  information 
in  the  Duke  of  Portland's  possession,  independent  of  that 
which  has  been  transmitted  ftoip  Ireland,  his  Grace  oan  have 
no  doabt  that  this  gentleman  is  a  very  proper  person  to  be  ex- 
cepted from  his  Majesty's  pardon.  Bnt  a  dilScnlty  has  arisen 
from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  now  at  large  in  this  country. 
Your  Lordship  will  remember  that  Mr.  Stewart,  with  several 
other  peffions  resident  here,  known  io  be  connected  with  the 
Rebels,  were  taken  into  custody  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  in  Irebmd.   They  were  all  afterwards  discharged 
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vpon  bail^  tm  the  BabellSoa  •wwrned  %  km  •lanning  n>pt>riace» 
and  as  tlie  probulaHty  at  tlie  pem  of  tUi  oomairj  being  di»- 
loxbod  bj  the  Umted  Iiuhmen  beoMoe  leaa. 

Il  is  tiicfpeffere  aonteniled,  that  it  would  htiwe  a  yery  atvange 

appearaiic*',  wore  liis  Majesty's  ministers  here  to  advise  tlie 
Kiii2;  to  except  from  the  benefit  of  a  general  piki  Juii  ;i  ]>♦  i  sou 
who  is  now  at  large,  not  even  proceeded  againat,  aud  who  was 
BOi  thoo^t  bj  them  snffiflieDtly  dangerous  to  be  detaiaed  in 
ODBtody,  even  at  tbe  time  wben  tiie  liebellion  was  not  yet 
Bnppnwind,  bovevcr  ita  Ibroe  nrigbt  liare  been  diminiahed; 
and  the  Bake  of  Portland  (agteaingantMy  in  tbat  point  with 
the  Lord  Ohaneellor  and  the  Attontej  and  SoUoitor-Geneml) 
m  deoidedly  of  opinion  that  the  imertini^  hie  name  among 
exceptions  should  bo  preceded  by  aji  ^  rder  to  take  liiin  again 
into  custody,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  him  over  to  Ireland ; 
which,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  can  only  now 
be  done  on  a  direct  application  from  tlio  Lord- Lieutenant, 
founded  on  the  particular  knowledge  his  Excelleney  has  of  the 
paii  that  Mr.  Stewart  haa  taken  in  the  fiebeUion,  and  of  the 
avidenoe  bj  whioli  hia  gnilt  may  be  proved. 

The  Onke  of  PortUmd  deairea  me  to  obaerre,  on  Uiia  oeea- 
sion,  that  Mr.  Lawlese  and  Mr.  Bonham  appear  to  stand 
nearly  in  the  same  situation  with  Mr.  Stewart,  as  tar,  that 
is,  as  their  respective  cases  are  kiio\v!i  to  this  Government,  aud 
as  f£U>  as  they  are  afi'ected  by  the  circumstance  of  their  having 
been  taken  into  custody  here  on  a  charge  of  treason  and  aftei^ 
warda  admitted  to  bail ;  and  his  Grace  ia  of  opinion  that  the 
dedaitti  withreepeet  to  eaeh  of  theae  three  penana  ought  to  be 
goToined  by  the  aame  rale.  Th«j  hftve  all  bean  the  active 
agents  of  the  United  Iriahmen  in  this  eonntrj,  aud,  aa  aadi* 
are  extremely  proper  effects  of  punishment.  But,  unless  they 
or  some  one  or  more  of  theiii  have  committed  some  overt  act  in 
Ireland^  which  may  be  proved  by  such  evidence  a.s  is  required 
by  the  regular  course  of  law,  or  at  least  by  attainder  in  Par- 
liamant,  it  is  thought  that  it  would  be  too  muoh  ta  exeept 
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ihem,  or  an j  of  ihmn^  ftom  an  art  of  paHoB ;  nor,  indeed, 
would  it  answer  the  end  required;  as,  oonaeione  oAhe  want  of 
evidence  against  them,  they  would  prohably  cone  forward 

themselves,  and  demand  a  trial ;  and,  in  every  case,  the 
mserting  the  name  of  any  of  them  in  the  exreption«  of  the 
Bill  must  be  preceded  by  their  beiug  taken  into  custody,  and 
eent  over  to  Irehmd  to  be  tried.  The  two  Binneee  stand  in 
aomeiHiat  similar  circumelaneea.  They  have  been  most  aetive 
agents  of  the  United  Irishmen  in  this  country,  and  hare  eon- 
tribnted  their  utmost  to  propagate  the  principles  of  those  min 
guided  people  and  to  extend  their  connexions  here ;  and,  from 
thdr  superior  talents  and  means  of  doing  mischief,  tliey  are 
considered  by  the  liuke  of  Portland  very  lit  persons  to  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  benefit  (  f  liis  Majesty **y  pardon,  and  very 
proper  subjects  for  a  li'arliamentary  proceeding,  should  his 
Exoeileney  be  in  possession  of  eridenoe  sufficient  to  siq^port 
saeh  a  measore^  without  haring  enough  to  bring  them  to  a 
regular  trial  in  a  court  of  law :  but  his  Giaee  is  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  cTidence  at  all  against  than,  ^kai  eon  b§prO' 
dmced  in  either  way;  and,  however  dangerous  they  may  be, 
and  however  important  it  may  be  to  the  tranquillity  ot  both 
countries,  that  th^e  men  should  bo  deprived  of  the  power  of 
doing  misichief,  yet  it  is  still  more  importajit  that,  in  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  there  should  be  nothing  done  that  should  look  liko 
a  wish  to  go  oat  of  the  right  road  to  prosecute  an  individual. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that,  Benjamin  Binns  being  in  actual 
custody,  the  objection  made  m  the  case  of  Messrs.  Bonham, 
Lawless,  and  Stewart,  will  not  hold  good  with  respect  to  him. 

lii.>  (uacu  also  particularly  desires  that  3'ou  would  remind 
his  Excellency  of  the  case  of  M'Guckey  and  Dowdall,  who 
are  in  custody  at  Liverpool.  They  were  detained  in  thia 
countiy^,  instead  of  beinj^  sent  over  to  Ireland,  at  the  particular 
request  of  the  late  Lord-Lieutenaiit ;  hut,  the  circumstance 
which  made  their  detention  here  so  desiiable  existing  no  longer, 
his  Grace  wishes  that  a  decision  may  be  taksn  rsspectrng  them 
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M  800D  w  poorible.  WheUi«r  they  be  proBeeated,  bailed,  or 
diaeb&rged,  or  whttteTer  be  dooe  with  reepeet  to  them,  it  aeema 

roost  desirable  that  it  shoald  be  done  in  Ireland. 

It  is  thoufrht  necessary  that  thr  engrossed  Bill  of  Pardon, 
signi'd  by  his  Majesty,  and  already  transmitted  to  Ireland, 
should  be  returned  here,  to  the  intent  that  it  maj  be  cancelled 
bj  the  Kin^  in  Council,  and  %  memonuidam  entered  in  the 
eoaneil  books  of  the  whole  prooeeding;  and  the  Duke  of 
Portland  will  thank  his  EzeeUenoj  to  give  directioDB  to  that 
effeet  Immediately. 

I  have  received  the  honovr  of  jonr  Lordship*B  letter  of  the 
4th  inst.,  and  have  oommuiiicatcd  it  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
His  Gniee  w  ill  have  the  point  you  mention  i  i  runsidered ;  but  the 
law  officers  have,  as  well  as  the  Chancellor,  seemed  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  woold  be  wiser  and  the  ^afer  mode,  that  all 
illegal  acts  done  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  shoald  be  par- 
doned hy  the  King,  than  thai  the  persons  who  have  eommitted 
ibem  should  be  indemnified  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

No  aets,  bat  sneh  as  are  ille^,  have  need  of  either  pardon 
or  indemnity  j  and,  in  either  case,  the  illegality  must  be  ad- 
mitted. It  scema  difficult,  therefore,  to  say  that  there  is  more 
of  disgrace  in  recurring  to  one  mode  of  protection  rather  than 
the  other ;  and  a  Hill  of  Indemnity  is  liable  to  this  obvious 
objection,  that  it  would  open  a  way  to  much  unpleasant  debate 
and  discussion  in  Parliament,  wliich  it  has  been  hitherto  » 
principle  to  avoid.  The  Lord  Chancellor  is  of  opinion,  that 
that  part  of  the  last  clause  must  be  omitted,  which  attaints  all 
such  of  the  excepted  persons  as,  haying  been  pardoned  on  con- 
dition, shall  afterwards  violate  any  of  the  conditions  of  tlieir 
pardon  ;  and  that  it  will  he  necessary  to  have  a  separate  Act 
for  that  purpose,  on  the  principle  that  it  would  be  coutrarjr  to 
the  very  nature  of  an  act  of  grace,  were  it  to  create  any  new 
crime,  or  apply  any  new  or  additional  panishment  to  an  old  one. 

But,  whicheTcr  mode  be  followed,  it  is  thought  necessary 
that  a  eUuse  should  be  added,  making  it  felony  in  any  of  the 
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Kmg*B  tiibjeeto  to  correspond  with  such  of  the  pwiloned  trai- 
tora  as  shall  be  banished  or  transported,  as  iras  done  in  Atter- 
bniy's  ease,  and  that  a  Bill  to  the  same  effect  should  be 
presented  to  Parliament  here  immediately  on  its  meeting. 

I  liavo  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 


Mr,  Wickham  to  Lard  CaHlerm(jh. 

» 

Secret.  Whitehall,  August  10,  1798. 

My  Lord — I  send  year  Lordship  enclosed  an  extract  of  a 
letter  containing  some  cnrioas  information  relative  to  the  two 
Sheanes.  It  is  written  by  one  of  their  old  companions,  the 
fiunons  Mr.  Heniy  Yoike.  It  is  wished,  however,  that  the 
name  of  the  writer  should  be  concealed.  I  send  your  Lord- 
ship, at  the  same  time,  hy  the  Duke  of  Porthiiid'y  direction, 
the  prospectus  of  a  new  journal  that  is  about  to  be  published 
by  Mallet  du  Pan,"  which  liis  Grace  will  thank  your  Lord- 
ship to  communicate  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  and  inform  his 
Excellency  that,  from  the  known  talents  of  the  author,  and 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Rerolution,  and  its  present  in- 
stmments  in  Europe,  great  hope  is  sntertained  thai  the  circu- 
lation of  this  work  may  materially  contribute  to  expose  to  the 
eyes  of  the  public  the  real  views  of  the  French  Government 
and  the  principles  of  its  fomulers  and  leaders.  It  is  no  doubt 
on  the  C  iiitinent  that  it  will  found  more  particularly  useful, 
and  I  am  happy  to  liud  that  it  has  already  more  than  three 
hundred  subscribers  there, — above  two  hundred  of  them  in 
countries  where  the  author  himself  could  not  have  been  per- 

*  The  title  of  the  journal  here  meationed  was  Mercure  Britannique, 
Hi  ibnnder,  a  native  of  Geneva,  was  ooe  of  tbs  abM  sdvetierlee  of  the 
principles  brought  into  vogue  by  the  Freneh  Bevolation,  in  the  early 
pert  of  which  he  ftamiahsd  the  political  portion  of  the  Jfaresiv  de  fVvmor, 
whieh  aapported  Che  mam  of  royalty.  On  the  10th  of  Angnit,  1792, 
hia  home  wsa  atonned  by  the  popahm  of  FSria,  wbenheied  to  Switaer- 
hnd,  and  aftorwarda  aeitlad  in  Loodon,  where  he  died  in  May,  1600. 

?0L.  I.  8 
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mitted  to  reside.  Bat  it  otnnot  ftil  of  doiog  miioh  good  in 
this  oonntiy,  also,  and  particnUurly  ao^  1  should  ooneeiire^  lit 
Ireland)  as  the  attention  of  the  author  will  he  speeially  directed 

to  the  means  by  which  the  French  have  Uid.stiininatcd  their 
principles,  and  created  factions  and  parties  in  other  countries, 
as  well  as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  countries,  and  the 
partisans  of  the  French  principles,  in  common  with  other 
inhabitaiits,  have  been  treated  after  their  established  goveni- 
ments  haye  been  sabrnted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &6., 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

JSiOraa  of  a  Letter,  dated  Au^  3,  179a. 
I  ¥nw  well  aoqiiainted  in  Paris  with  the  two  Messrs.  Sheares, 
who  lately  suflfered  in  Ireland.   The  &te  of  the  younger  did 
not  suiprise  me,  but  I  was  astonished  to  learn  that  the  elder 

was  also  implicated,  for  he  was  apparently  a  man  of  most 
meek  and  cxomplarr  manners,  the  father  of  an  infant,  and  a 
widower,  ties  suthciently  strong,  methinks,  to  have  curbed  his 
Mubition.  Ue  was,  however,  entirely  under  the  inEuence  of 
his  brother,  and,  though  he  said  little,  he  was  quite  (as  the 
French  say),  when  he  did  speak,  d  la  hauitwr  de  la  BmpokUian. 
The  younger  was  the  bouUfiu  of  all  enled  pairieit  there. 
He  was  the  man  who  proposed  an  address  to  the  Convention 
for  tarrying  arms  agahist  this  oonntry.  If  you  look  into  the 
preface  of  my  trial,  you  will  see  the  account,  tliough,  while  he 
lived,  I  never  mentioned  his  name.  I  have  heard  it  remarked, 
and  I  have  found  the  remark  just,  that  no  subject  of  the 
British  Crown,  who  entered  into  the  views  of  the  French, 
returned  from  France  without  importing  with  him  much  of 
the  feroelty  of  the  French  character,  and  much  of  the  bombast 
of  then*  style.  This  has  been  folly  illustrated  by  the  mani- 
festo that  was  found  upon  the  younger.  >   Laying  aside  his 

*  The  puper  in  quoftkm,  in  the  handwriting  cf  John  Shenei^  was 
iiotfoiiiidupon1uiii»bat  in  the  taouie  of  his  btolher,  with  whom  he  lifed. 
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poliUoB,  he  WW  a  Toiy  aooompliahed  young  nuui.  I  woDt  with 
both  of  them  to  VennulleB,  and  we  Tieited  the  Little  Trianon, 
whidi  the  Qneen  of  Franoe  had  oonstracted.  The  jounger 
3heares  was  so  enchanted  with  the  taste  of  a  person  who  could 
conceive  so  beauiiiul  a  retreat,  tliat  ho  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
Rworo  ho  would  plunge  a  dagger  iu  the  heart  of  every  Freneh- 
luau  he  met,  if  a  hair  of  her  head  were  touched.  I  have  a&at 
yon  this  Uitie  anecdote  of  those  nnfortunate  gentlemen,  whom 
I  preeome  you  did  not  know.  I  will  not  eonoeal  that  I  felt 
deeply  afflicted  at  their  fete,  and  I  einoeroly  wish  that  the 
impfeeaion  may  not  be  loft  in  any  part  of  onr  eoontiy.  The 
example  is  awftil.  May  it  serve  to  guard  the  monarchy,  an4 
enlighten  the  deluded ! 


Mr,  IVick/iam  to  Lord  Casthrea<jh. 
Private.  WhitehftU,  August  1 1,  1798. 

My  Lord— I  have  reeeiTed  the  honour  of  your  Lordship'^B 
private  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  with  the  vety  curious  Mimoif^ 
of  the  State  Prisoners  enclosed.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is  at 
Bulstrode,  where  I  shall  immediately  send  your  Lordship^s 
letter,  together  with  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  despatches.  The 
whole  will,  I  am  persuaded,  give  iufinitr  tsatisfaction  to  liis 
Grace,  as  the  language  holden  by  the  State  Prisoners  in  their 
Memoire^  as  it  was  represented  in  your  Lordship^s  letter  to  me 
of  the  4th  inst^  had  caused  veiy  unpleasant  sensations  here, 
and  given  room  to  fear  that  these  persons  were  neither  oor- 
reeted  in  their  prineiples  nor  sincere  in  thdr  disclosures. 

It  would  be  a  great  satisfiMtion  to  me  pnsonally,  were 
O'Connor  to  be  questioned  on  the  object  of  his  journey  to 
Switzerland  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  iu  the  year  1796, 
and  whether  they  or  either  of  them  were  in  France  at  that 
time,  and  what  French  agents  they  saw  besides  Mr.  Bar- 
thelemy.  I  was  absent  with  the  Austrian  army  at  the  time 
of  their  arrival,  so  that  I  lost  the  opportunity  of  observing 
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iheir  motiona.  If  either  of  ^em  went  into  Fnmoe,  wlueh  I 
am  penuaded  thej  did,  I  shoidd  be  enriouB,  for  mj  partieukr 
reaaons,  to  know  ivlietlier  they  went  in  by  waj  of  Bade,  and 
whether  their  paseporte  were  given  them  hi  their  own  ttamee. 

Should  thoro  be  na  impropriety  in  questioning  O'Coimur  on 
these  points,  as  I  have  said  before,  it  would  be  a  great  satis- 
&ctioD  to  me  that  it  i^houid  be  done ;  and,  though  I  am  not  at 
present  anthorized  to  use  the  Duke  of  Portland's  name,  and 
therefore  cannot  aek  your  Lordehip  to  submit  this  point  to  the 
Lord-Lieotenant,  yet  I  am  persoaded  that  hie  Qraee  will 
entirely  approve  of  my  having  made  this  application  to  yonr 
Lordehip. 

I  have  the  honour  to  l»e,  dte., 

WiLLUM  WlOKHAM. 

Lm4s€kut)UMOffh  to  Mr,  WiekAam, 

Dablin  Castle,  August  12,  1798. 

Sir— I  have  reeeiyed  the  honomr  of  yonr  letter,  of  the  9th, 
which  has  been  commmiicated  to  my  Lord-Lientenant.  His 
Bxcelleney  regrets  that  he  haa  not  been  enabled  to  tianemit 
as  accurate  a  designation  as  he  eonld  have  wished  of  severs!  of 
the  persons  proposed  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  Bill  of  Pardon ; 
as  they  iiave  all  bcu'ii  actively  eu^af^ed  in  the  trejieon,  and,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  have  belonged  to  «onie  of  the  superior  Coni- 
mittees,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  stand  excepted  officially, 
if  net  by  name.  His  Excellency  requests  that  the  measure  may 
receive  no  additional  delay  from  this  consideration,  being  of 
opmion  that  no  material  inconvenience  is  likely  to  arise  from 
the  omission  of  thcae  persons  whose  description  is  defective. 

After  a  fhll  consideration  of  Mr.  S.^s  case,  his  Excellency 
is  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  against  him  in  this  country 
will  not  warrant  his  being  transmitted  to  Ireland;  conse- 
quriitly,  that  it  is  most  eligible,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
that  his  name  ^^hould  be  omitted.  Mr.  L.  and  Mr.  B.  stttnd, 
as  you  observe,  in  the  same  predicament,  in  point  of  crimi* 
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Balitjr ;  and,  I  am  aony  to  aa^,  we  are  equally  destitute  of 
erideuce  to  prove  their  guilt.  The  eame  obeemtion  a^Een 
to  the  two  Bianaea. 

I  do  not  find  there  is  any  ovidenee  of  weight  a^^^ainst  B  ; 
against  M'*G.  there  is:  aud  I  have  to  request  you  will  move  the 
Duke  of  Portland  to  have  him  transmitted  to  Irelaud. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  is  of  opinion  that  a  Bill  ef  Indeuiuity 
will  8(111  be  requisite  to  protect  mdividuals  against  personal 
actions.  The  Aot  of  Pardon  will  aecnra  them  against  eriminal 
pioseeutioo,  bat  not  against  a  private  suit  to  leoovar  damsges. 

The  clause  inflicting  the  penalty  of  an  attaint  on  persona 
violating  the  conditions  of  their  pardon  is  altogether  unneoca- 
sary,  as  a  Bill  is  now  before  Parliament  making  it  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy,  which  the  Chau^iior  did  not  advert 
to  when  he  prepared  the  Bill. 

The  Lord- Lieutenant  has  not  yet  considered  so  as  to  form  a 
decided  opinion  upon  the  clause  suggested,  by  which  it  will  be 
made  a  iblony  in  any  of  the  King's  subjects  to  correspond  with 
such  ef  the  pardoned  tndton  as  ahall  be  banished  or  trans- 
ported I  but  he  is  rather  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  complained 
ef  as  severe  and  unexpected,  not  being  mentioned  to  the  persons 
in  confinement,  with  whom  C^ovemment  has  treated,  at  the  time 
the  terms  were  prescribed,  as  a  condition  intended  to  be  annexed 
to  tlieir  banishment.  It  appears  an  important  object  of  policy 
to  his  Excellency,  to  get  rid,  by  their  own  consent,  of  a  number 
of  active  traitors  throughout  the  countiy.  This  is  more  to  be 
effected  by  their  own  fears  than  by  any  evidence  in  our  posses- 
sion: to  attach  to  the  perpetual  or  temporary  haniwhment  of  so 
very  numerous  a  class  of  persons  the  additional  privation  of 
never  communicating  bv  letter  with  their  friends  here,  it  is 
con.sidered,  would  drter  jiiaiiywhom  we  could  not  otherwise  re- 
move, from  soliciting  their  pardon  on  conditiuu  of  baiiishinent. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  communicated  to  me  a  letter  received  from 
yon,  and  I  have  requested  the  Chancellor  to  explain  the  first 
exception  upon  which  doubts  have  been  entertained  in  £n^and» 
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Tiie  Chancellor  pToposes  it  dbould  ran  thiis All  penoBS 
beiDg  fat  actual  eostody  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1795,  or 
who  hare  been  in  each  custody  at  any  time  sinee  nnder  any 
charge  of  treason,  or  snspicion  of  treason,  or  of  treaeonable  prac- 
tices,"** (by  which,  I  conceive,  it  is  proposed  to  except  all  pri- 
soners iiuw  actually  in  custody  for  the  above  olfencea,  or  have 
been  enlarged  on  bail  since  thr  1st  day  of  January,  1796), 
"  on  condition  of  abiding  tlieir  trial  when  called  on.^ 

The  clanse  which  you  state  to  have  been  corrected  in  £iig^ 
land,  his  lordship  leari,  ftom  inaecu«cy  of  oiproaoion^  may 
not  haTs  been  nndeistood  according  to  his  conception.  It  will 
not,  in  any  degree,  predodethe  King  from  granting  his  pardon 
to  each  and  erery  of  the  persons  with  whom  Qovemment  has 
treated.  No  part  of  the  IJilK  in  fact,  beins;  a  restriction  upon 
the  prcroo^ative  of  pardon,  it  will  only  pncluile  persons  ^^uilty 
of  direct  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  with  whom  no  condi- 
tions hare  been  made,  from  claiming  their  pardon  as  of  right, 
npon  condition  of  banishment.  The  King^s  power  of  pardon  is 
in  no  degree  limited  by  the  exceptions ;  it  is  over  this  chMS 
that  his  authority  is  retained ;  oyer  all  others  it  is  parted  with. 
The  only  difference  it  makes  is,  thai  each  of  the  persons  who 
liivo  been  guilty  of  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  to 
whom  the  Crown  is  under  engagement,  must  receive  a  special 
pardon,  which  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  by  an  instninient  lately 
transmitted,  is  authorized  to  grant,  so  that  no  iuoonveaienoe 
can  arise. 

Much  inconTcntence  to  the  State  might  resnlt,  if  any  leading 
traitors,  who  have  been  the  channels  of  correspondence  with 
France,  were  enabled  to  daim  their  pardon  without  the  consent 
of  the  Crown,   

iff*.  Wiekkam  to  Lord  CatUerM^k, 

Whitehall,  Augort  18,  179«. 
My  Lord — I  have  tlie  honour  to  trauHrnit  to  your  Lordship 
enclosed,  by  direction  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  for  tlie  infonna- 
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tion  of  tho  Lord-Lieateiiaiit,  »  90fy  of  «  seeret  note  reoeived 
from  Paris  by  a  Tery  cifentloiis  route. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  your  Lordship  tlie  ezaot  date 
of  this  note,  bnt  I  should  presume  that  it  was  written  about 
five,  or  perhaps  only  fbw  weeks  shioe.  Part  of  its  contents 
has  been  confirmed  by  tho  arrival  ot  Mr.  D.  under  a  feigned 
name,  in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  on  his  road  to  Hamburg, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  rest,  i^ui,  my 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  writer. 

D.,  by  the  eztieme  vigilance  and  activity  of  Sir  James 
Onmfiird^  has  been  disoovered  and  arrested  <m  his  road;  hni, 
m  he  has  been  acknowledged  as  a  person  attached  to  the 
French  mission  at  Hambni^,  and  claimed  as  snch,  I  fear 
there  are  no  hopes  whatever  of  his  being  delivered  up,  or  even 
of  having  his  papers  examined. 

Your  Lordaliip,  who  will  be  aware  of  the  extreme  delicacy 
of  this  business,  will  no  donbt  feel  the  necessity  of  keeping  the 
whole  of  it  as  secret  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  a 
point  of  no  slight  importance  that  this  man  should  have  been 
diseoyered  on  his  road,  and  his  journey  so  much  dehiyed  as 
thai  the  object  of  it  will  be,  in  all  probability,  defeated. 

There  seems  little  or  no  doubt  that  the  French  were  pre- 
paring, about  a  loi might  or  three  weeks  since,  several  diversions 
on  tho  coast  of  Ireland,  in  the  hope  that,  at  least,  some  arms 
and  some  olfioers  niii^ht  have  been  landed.  Whether  this 
project  be  now  entirely  abandoned,  is  moro  than  I  can  pretend 
to  say.  It  is  certain  that  they  aro  maf^liing  buge  bodies  of 
men  from  Britanny,  as  well  as  from  Flanders^  towards  the 
Rhine,  and  the  appointment  of  General  Kilmaine  to  command 
a  part  of  their  Grand  Army  is  a  convincing  proof  that  they 
haTe  abandoned  tlie  intention  of  doing  anything  on  a  very  large 
scale  in  the  present  moment. 

I  observe  that,  in  the  paper  given  in  by  the  State  prisoners, 
they  have  concealed  tho  names  of  the  Fronch  and  other  foreign 
agents  with  whom  they  have  had  communication;  and  1  vcn-. 
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ture  to  mention  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Doke  of  Portland 
wai  thoroughly  persuaded  that,  vndflr  ih«  teinis  gntoled  them 
by  hia  Exoeikncy,  they  were  to  eooeeal  no  namea  b«t  theae  cf 
his  lif^'eety^a  aahjeeta  who  had  beeo  engaged  with  them  in  the 
Bebellion.  It  seema  of  pftrtienUur  importanee  thai  they  ahoold 
be  induced  to  mention  some  one  or  more  of  these  foreign  agenta 
hy  name,  ;us  nothing  would  so  effectually  tend  to  injupo  these 
people  and  tlieir  cause  with  the  French,  and  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  apply  again  to  the  Directory  or  ita  Miniatera 
for  as<9istanee. 

1  observe  also  that  they  have  paaaed  very  lightly  over  their 
eoimeetiona  with  the  Spaoiah  Govemmeiit,  and  yet  we  have 
tandoabted  proof  that  a  dureet  eommumcation  had  taken  pJaee 
with  some  Minister  of  that  country  at  the  time  that  M^N. 

was  at  liambnrs:.  The  Duke  of  Portland  particuhirly  Nvishes 
that  sonie  of  them  should  be  clo  ^  ly  questioned  as  to  this  point, 
and  the  mode  now  adopted  of  examining  them  separately  seems 
to  be  particularly  favourable  for  drawinjr  the  real  secret  from 
them.  They  certainly  had  aodienoes  of  the  Spaniah  efaaigtf 
d^aflaires  at  Hambnig,  and,  I  believe^  also  of  Mr.  D.  0.  at 
Paris.  I  have  always  had  strong  i^u-ipiciona  that  Or.  H.  has 
sent  returns  of  the  state  and  temper  of  ihe  Ostholies  in  Ire- 
land to  the  Spanish  Government,  From  some  passages  also, 
in  Mr  S'-'n'f  rrirr.  .yundrncet  it  should  scem  as  if  Mr.  L.  (J. 
has  comnmuicated  with  some  of  the  Delegates  of  the  United 
Irishmen  here  in  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &e., 

WtLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

The  Directory  is  making  great  exertions,  and  at  great  ex- 
pense, to  revive  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland.    All  the  reduced 

officers  ;ii  t  .sought  for,  to  be  employed. 

A  small  fleet  was  shortly  to  have  sailed  from  (rran^nlle, 
with  a  cargo  of  this  description,  who  Imvo  at  their  disposal  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 
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An  Iruhman,  of  thtt  name  of  D.,  is  ehaiged  with  a  miMioD 
to  Ireland ;  ho  is  deseribed  as  being  about  the  ago  of  ^tatfj  ; 
five  ftet  throo  or  four  meltea,  French  meaanro;  with  brown 
hair,  and  Teiy  small  blue  eyes. 


Mr.  WiMam  to  L«rd  Casthrea^h. 
Secret.  WhitehsU,  Aagost  15,  1798. 

Mj  Lord — I  bare  the  honour  to  send  jonr  Lordship  enclosed, 
by  direction  of  the  Doke  of  Portland,  ibr  the  Infonnation  of 
the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a  copy  of  a  secret  report  reoeiTed  from 
the  coasts  of  France,  also  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentle-  * 
man  who  lately  left  Altonu,  relating  to  the  anna  that  arc  sup- 
po.sed  to  be  Bhipping  there  for  the  service  of  the  Rebels  in 
Ireland. 

A  letter  was  received  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hammond  from 
Mr.  £lliot  at  Dresden,  dated  the  27th  ult.,  which  stated  that 
a  merchant  of  that  place  had  received  a  letter  from  Venice, 
giving  an  account  of  the  total  defeat  of  Buonaparte.  Mr.  Elliot 
observes  upon  this  intelligence,  which  he  received  at  the  moment 
of  the  departure  of  the  post,  that  he  was  not  able  to  give  the 
date  of  the  letter,  nor  uuy  particulars  that  it  contained,  as  the 
merchant  wlio  had  received  it  had  set  out  with  it  immediately 
to  communicate  it  to  the  prime  minister,  who  was  at  Piluitz, 
but  that  very  early  int6Ui«;eoce  from  Italy  had  frequently  been 
received  through  the  same  channel.  There  was  not  another 
word  of  btelligence  by  the  German  mail,  in  any  way  relating 
to  the  fleets  in  the  Meditenumean. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ftc, 

William  Wickham. 

S^arM  Ii^brmation, 

Brest,  Augu.-^t  3, 1798.  The  Vaisseau  le  Hoche,  of  74  ;^uns, 
comtnaiided  by  Citoyea  Alaris,  a  ci-detant  noble,  destined, 
witli  the  following  frigates,  to  throw  a  secours  to  the  Insur- 
gents in  Ireland,  is  stiU  on  the  road,  not  having  the  possibility 
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to  hmd  out  while  the  English  fleet  is  so  vigilant.  Eleven 
sail  «e  this  instant  signalised  from  Usbant. 

The  Hobhe,  of  74  guns,  the  Fratenit^,  the  Beaoln,  the 
Amhnseade,  the  Loire,  and  the  InnnottaliMi»  eaidi  of  4fO  guns, 

are  lying,  with  their  foretop-sails  loose. 

The  four  Une-of-hattle  sliips  ordered  for  a  second  division, 
noticed  in  my  last  despatch,  have  had  their  crews  coinpkted 
from  the  ships  in  the  harbour.  They  have  not  yet  embarked 
any  sapenramerary  stores ;  but  forty  waggons,  with  esses  of  arms 
and  other  utensils  of  war«  azriTed  yesteiday,  besidse  fear  mtl- 
*  lions  of  livres  in  eoin,  all  destmed  fer  Ireland,  the  nniqne  end 
of  the  views  of  this  fiort.  The  iliree<4eek  ships  of  the  line  are 
disarming  in  &Toar  of  the  rest,  there  being  no  prospect  ci 
arming  a  sufHcient  force  to  offer  battle  at  sea  to  the  English. 

Brest,  August  3,  1798.  The  j:^eneral-en-ohef  of  the  army  of 
Eugland  arrived  here  the  27th  of  July,  The  26th,  he  visited 
the  Aroenale ;  the  29th,  all  the  generals  wont  in  great  state 
In  the  road,  and  visited  the  fleeti  always  of  16  line-of-battle 
ships,  inelnding  the  Hoefae,  under  sailing  orders.  The  SOth, 
the  light  troops  destined  for  embarkation  were  diawn  oat  on 
the  champ  de  baiaille,  and  reviewed  by  the  general,  who 
afterwards  set  out  lor  Paris. 

A  inuUitudo  of  couriers  go  and  come,  so  that  it  is  hardly 
known  in  the  bureaux  what  is  to  be  done.  The  greatest  desire 
to  succour,  and  the  greatest  incertitude  appears  to  prevail 
respecting  Ireland. 

Cdtes  du  Nord,  Angnst  7.  M«  M.  La  Bressidre  and  de 
Behagne  (with  an  offiew  that  I  famished  them  as  a  galde) 
who  were  sent  by  M.  de  Behagae  to  reconnoitre  the  state  of  the 
provinces  of  Britanny  and  Maine,  have  met  with  such  obstacles 
that,  M.  do  la  Bressi^^e  excepted  (and  that  for  a  short  excur- 
sion only),  their  observations  have  been  hitherto  limited  to 
such  as  they  could  mako  irom  the  cottage  tliat  receives  the 
correspondence,  on  an  obsenre  and  secret  part  of  the  ooast. 
They  announce  their  retnm  next  week. 
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Si.  MakMs,  August  8.  There  are  40  gim  and  flat  TOMela 
that  have  been  prepared  for  invanen  at  St.  Maloes,  in  |he 
port  of  Solidor.  They  are  laabed  together  m  three  tiere, 
eompletelj  equipped.   I  have  eommHted  the  exeeethra  of  a 

project  upon  them  to  a  confidential  person,  who  is  brave  and 
intelli^nt  (from  wlilch  I  hope  the  most  complete  success, 
unless  the  most  insurmountable  barriers  oppose  it),  which  may 
remit  their  measures  against  us  for  some  time.  The  vesaeki 
fitted  at  Granville  make  a  part  of  this  raamblemenL  A  eon« 
▼oj^  that  had  been  waiting  a  fiivoniable  epportanitf  to  eomregr 
naval  etoree  to  Brest,  got  ont  of  St.  Maloee  Tneadaj  mommg, 
consisting  of  82  sail,  of  which  4  were  armed.  It  was  very 
gaBaotly  attacked  by  Captain  May,  of  his  Majesty^s  sloop  Sea^ 
gull.  Thougli  of  \'i:ry  inferior  force,  he  forced  tiiera  for  shelter 
within  the  rocks  of  St.  Quay,  where  ho  continues  to  blockade 
them  with  bis  sloop  and  three  gun-vessels,  sent  from  here  to 
assist  him. 

K.B.  The  commander  of  the  cmiaing  frigate  in  this  vicinity 
has  been  apprised  of  this  by  one  of  my  soouts  that  I  deepatohed 

in  search  of  him.   

Sgkwi  if  a  LeUtr^  daisd  AiipuH  11, 1798. 
Yours  of  the  Ist  current  I  yesterday  evening  (after  post 
time)  received.  I  am  sorry  there  ha.s  been  any  delay  in 
auswerin?^  to  a  matter  of  so  important  a  nature,  but  have 
unfortunately  l)eon  prevented  receiving  your  lines,  by  being 
from  home ;  and,  expecting  to  return  mnoh  sooner,  yours,  with 
some  others,  were  kept  for  me  nntil  my  retnm.  The  most 
accurate  information  I  can  give  reepeeting  the  two  vessels  is, 
that  one  of  them  is  a  brig  of  a  middle  siae,  and  the  other  a 
smaller  vessel  with  only  one  mast,  like  an  Emden  trader. 
When  1  was  in  Hamburcf,  they  were  just  about  begin nini^  to 
loacl  them  (they  then  l;iy  Ja.st  before  Altuiui),  and  I  am  well 
pcr8Ua<led,  from  whut  1  saw  c^oinc^  forward,  added  to  (he  con- 
versation I  had  with  M.,  that  thoy  are  destined  i'ur  the  use 
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of  the  Irish ;  although  I  beliere  them  to  be  French  property, 
«nd  that  M.  receiTed  the  commission  from  Leonard  Bourdon 
during  his  atay  in  Hambni); :  I  have  frequently  aeen  him  in 
company  with  lum,  and  think  him  a  rwy  dangerona  man. 
There  were  only  two  people  on  board  eaoh  Tcmel,  and,  from 
what  I  could  gather,  they  then  had  not  procured  hands  to  man 
them ;  nor  did  they  intend  it  until  they  were  completely  fiill. 

Their  intention  was  to  pass  as  neutral  vess«!ls  laden  with 
oak,  which  tii«\v  had  procured,  as  I  supposed,  tor  the  purpose 
of  ooTering  the  stores,  &c.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
ynn  painted,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  that  with  aeen- 
racy ;  bnt  the  niMne  of  one  was  the  Twee  Qebmders  j  but  rest 
assured  thsj  will  alter  both  the  painting  at  the  head  and  the 
names. 

[Note  endoTBed.]  Ai%;iiit  S6, 1799. 

Wrote  to  General  Nugent  to  desire  the  collector  to  examine 
the  Hambnig  Tessels  lately  arrived  in  Oarriekfefgus  Bay;  and, 
if  the  inlbrmation  should  be  well  founded,  to  take  measures 

accordingly.  0. 


JoiUet  96, 1799. 

J'ignore  si  voofl  aves  ro^u  one  tettre  que  je  vous  ai  ^rit, 
il  y  a  tiiviiuii  Jiux  niois.  Je  suraitJ  d'autaut  plus  fach^  qu'^elle 
ne  vouM  flit  yiui  parvenue  qu''elle  oontenoit  des  details  tr^s 
iniportans  relativement  k  i'Jrlande.  J'avais  joint  la  Note  de 
diffi^rens  agens  et  espions  du  Directoire  ainsi  que  leurs  uoms 
et  signalemens.  Mon  correspondant  de  Paris  (le  mdme  avse 
lequel  je  suis  passd  en  France  et  que  je  vous  si  envoys  de  Paris 
ran  pass^  me  mande  que  tout  redonble  d^'aetiyit^  ches  Talley- 
rand Peri^ord,  non  pas  pour  la  ftmeuse  desoente  mais  bien 
pour  la  continuation  des  troubles  d'Irlande.  Je  n'ai  rieu 
k  ajouter  a  tout  c©  que  je  vous  ai  mande  profedeninient,  et 
ce  qui  me  rassure  c'est  que  votre  Gouveniement  ue  s'eudort  pas 
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(eomme  tani  cTKiilfeB).  II  j  »  mx  aenuunes  que  j^at  dteiiTwt 
nn  petit  espion  du  Dinetoin  a  Uebertingen :  il  ae  noaume 
PMvM  de  la  Orotx ;  et  eat  de  rOrient.    Je  lai  si  fait  subir 

an  rigoureux  iiiterrogutulre,  et  en  le  fouillant  je  lui  ai  trouv6 
nn  passeport  pour  I'lrlande  sign<5  de  Due  Je  Portland  et  dat^ 
de  1796.  Oe  petit  coquiu  a  beaucoup  de  camarades  et  la 
Polioe  ne  sauroit  trop  surveiller  les  Fran^aia  partout  oil  ils  se 
tronvent.  L^eapoir  d^one  radiation  fiut  oommettre  bien  de 
erimea  et  dea  baaaeaaea  ^  eertaina  hommea.  Vona  n'ignoras 
paa  qoe  Malte  a  ^t^  Tendu  et  livr^  par  dea  oiReien  firmf  aia 
pour  prix  d$  Uwn  horn  hyaw  Hrvieety  oni  4^  ra^  4$ 
la  Hgte  dea  Emigres  et  pemioniwi.  Ceci  est  ime  tcrribie  leyou 
pour  le8  etrangers. 

TRANSLATION. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  Jnm  Kastadt. 

July  26,  1798. 

I  know  not  whether  you  have  rec<>ive<l  a  lettir,  wlndi  I  w  rrite  you 
aboat  two  months  ago.  I  ahould  Ixj  tlic  moregncved  if  it  had  nut  readied 
you,  because  it  conumed  important  particulars  concerning  Ireland.  I 
bad  added  U>  it  a  note  of  diflTcrent  agents  and  spies  of  the  Director)',  with 
their  names  ami  descriptions  of  their  persons.  My  Paris  correspondent, 
the  same  person  with  whom  I  went  to  France,  and  whom  I  sent  from 
Paris  to  you  last  year,  informs  me  that  redoubled  activity  prevails  al 
lUkjiand  Perigoffd*s,  not  ob  aeooimt  of  tlie  AaioBi  eapeditkni,  but  on 
aeeoant  of  the  eootinnaiMie  of  the  diatarbaooea  in  Irdaad*  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  hare  befine  told  you;  and  what  cbeen  me  ia, 
that  yoor  Governnient  b  not  asleefjii  like  aoniaayotbefa.  ItiiMiweeka 
iinoe  I  diaeoveied  a  littteipy  of  the  Diieetoiy*i  at  Uebertingen  his  name 
ia  Fcevot  de  la  Crolz;  he  k  Ikom  TOrient  I  snt^jected  him  to  a  atriet 
examuiations  — "^l-  on  ararrhinir  b™*-  I  ftramd  a  tiaiaiMtrt  fiir  JMlanda 
signed  by  the  Dnke  of  Portland,  and  dated  1796.  Thia  little  aeonadiel 
baa  plenty  of  eomiadea,  and  the  poUoe  cannot  too  clo^y  watch  the  French 
whererer  thcj  are.  ^le  hope  of  eiianie  indneea  the  eommimion  of 
many  orimca  and  baae  aetiona  by  certain  men.  Yon  are  not  fgnofint 
that  Malta  waa  aold  and  delireied  np  bj  the  French  officen,  who^  om  tkt 
prke  iif  tkeir  good  mi  Unytd  invkn,  have  beem  ertttedjrom  tie  Uet 
ef  ewdgretUe  emi  fentieeed.   Thia  is  a  terrible  lemon  for  foicfgnen. 
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Mr.  Widham  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 
Soeret  Whitehall,  August  16,  1798. 

My  Lord— I  am  directed,  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  send 
off  A  moimmjgyir  immediatoly,  with  the  enclosed  secret  note,  which 
haa  been  reoeivvd  by  the  mail  which  aitiTod  to^j  from  Ciix- 
haTon,  and  to  deairo  that  your  Lordship  will  lay  it  before  the 
Lord-Ideatenant.  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  to  deaixe  that  your 
Lordship  N^ill  inform  his  Excellency  that  information  has  been 
received  at  the  Admiralty  that  three  fri^tcs  oi  tixjups  .sailt'd 
from  Rochfort  about  eight  or  ten  days  since.  Tliis  ijuforma- 
iion,  Uioogh  ]U>t  official,  is  tliought  to  be  well  founded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &o., 

WimAH  WiCKHAX. 

It  appeara,  ficom  the  secret  and  authentic  doeumeota,  to 
which  the  Lord-Lientenant  aUudea  in  hia  secret  despatch  of 

the  i5th  inst.,  that,  early  in  the  year  1797,  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Lowius  was  sent  to  Paris  under  the  name  of  T ho rnpson 
by  a  number  of  persons  calUni^  themselves  the  Executive 
Committee  of  United  Iiiahmen  sitting  at  Dublin,  as  their 
accredited  minister  or  ageni— that  this  Lewina  was,  among 
other  things^  expiessly  chained  to  aolicit  an  immediate 
tnTasion  of  Lwkuid,  and  to  concert  with  the  Directoiy  and 
its  Generals  the  means  of  carrying  this  project  into  exeontion 
— 4hat  he  proceeded  first  to  Hamburg,  wliere,  among  other 
papers  that  were  intended  to  have  the  eft'ect  of  credentials,  he 
delivered  to  Mr.  Reinhardt,  the  Resident  of  the  Freucli 
Republic  there,  a  letter  from  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  ad- 
dressed to  that  Minister,  by  which  his  person  was  identified 
and  his  mission  authenticated — that^  in  consequence  of  in- 
structions to  that  effect,  received  fh>m  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
AflSurs  at  Paris,  he  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  that  ph^e, 
taking  Frankfort  on  his  way,  near  which  General  Hoche  then 
resided  —  that  lie  had  a  letter  ui  introduction  iruui  Mr. 
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Beinhaidt  to  that  Qenenl,  with  whom  he  was  partieiihwljr 
dineted  to  oommiiDieate  eoolidezitiallj  m  the  enbjeot  of  hia 
jni0non--4hat  he  left  Hambm^  late  in  the  month  of  May ; 
was  admitted  to  a  oonlhrenee  by  General  Hoehe,  and  received 
by  him  iu  a  confidential  manner  j  aud  that,  ou  liia  arrival  at 
Paris,  the  French  Goveminriit  srave  him  strong  assurances  of 
support  and  co-operation,  tiio  nature  and  extent  of  which  were 
Immediately  tiaoamitted  by  him  to  Dublin — that  he  has  ever 
auiee  (with  some  short  intervals)  resided  at  Paiis  as  the 
«Towed  Agent  of  the  United  Irishmen. 

It  farther  appean  that,  about  the  time  that  Lowins  was 
sent  from  Irehmd,  *a  eonfidential  peiaon  was  sent  by  the 
Directory  to  treat  immediately  with  the  Executive  Committee 
at  Dublin.  That,  m^us  having  been  taken  iu  En<^'iand  to 
prevent  his  going  farther  than  London,  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, at  the  desire  of  that  confidential  person,  was  deputed 
to  meet  him,  and  did  actunlh'  meet  him  there,  and  qi\ve  him, 
in  the  greatest  detail,  foil  information  on  all  the  points  on 
which  he  was  Instnieted  to  reqnire  any.  Lord  Edwatd  con- 
veyed to  hlm^at  the  same  time,  the  most  satisfiMstoiy  assnnudees 
that  the  disafieeted  in  Ireland  were  strong,  nnmerons,  well- 
disposed,  and  united ;  pointed  out  to  him  the  means  by  wliieh 
a  co-operation  with  the  French  miL'ht  best  be  effected,  and, 
in  particular,  endeavoured  to  persuade  liim  (what  the  French 
appear  with  reason  to  have  always  doubted)  that  the  Militia 
and  Yeomanry  of  Ireland  were  friendly  to  their  cause. 

It  farther  appean  that  the  Exeeative  Committee,  towaida 
the  end  of  Jane  in  the  same  year,  direeted  Dr.  M'Nerai,  one 
of  their  members,  to  proceed  to  Paris,  by  the  way  of  Hamburg 
—that  the  principal  objects  of  his  journey  were  to  give  addi- 
tional weight  and  credit  to  the  mission  of  Lewins ;  to  confirm 
the  inrtjiMKitiou  that  had  been  already  triitsniitted  on  the 
state  of  Ireland ;  to  endeavour  to  break  oti  the  negociations 
at  Lisle;  and,  above  all,  to  give  an  exact  account  of  the 
Strength  of  his  Mi^esty^s  forces  then  in  IreUnd ;  to  point  out 
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thQ  respeeUTO  plaoas  at  wbksh  a  laoding  mig^t  be  effected  with 
eafetj,  and  to  endeaToiir  to  convtnee  the  Direetofy  that  a 
descent  in  Ireland  was  a  matter,  in  iteelf,  of  no  real  difievltj, 

and  that,  if  once  effected,  even  by  a  small  force,  his  Majesty''s 
Govern  intent  in  that  country  would  be  easily  and  instantly 
overturued — that,  on  his  arrival  at  Hamburg  (where  be 
aesnmed  the  name  of  Williams),  it  having  been  found  ad- 
Tteable  tliai  he  should  return  immediately  to  Dublin,  he  pre* 
pared  a  Memorial,  which  was  aetnally  tiansmitted  to  Paris, 
and  which  contained,  in  conaidenUe  detail,  the  enbetanee  of 
what  he  had  intended  to  have  commnnicated  to  the  Directory, 
an  extract  of  which  Memorial  is  sent  eneloeed. 

These  papers  contain,  also,  undoubted  proof  (as  tlie  Memo- 
rial of  M'Nevin,  without  other  evidence,  would  of  itself  iiave 
sufficiently  testified),  that  ttie  Executive  Committee  had  ad- 
dressed iteelf  fo>t  assistance  to  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  and  that 
an  indirect  correspondence  with  that  Court  had  aotoally  taken 
place,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  French  Directory. 

It  appears  Inrther  evident,  firom  sereral  docoments  in  the 
poeseesion  of  hie  Majesty'^B  GoTemment,  that  the  French  haTe 
uiiitui  mly  refused  to  send  any  force  to  Ireland  to  the  assistance  of 
the  disaffected,  which  should  not  be  in  itself  sufficient  to  keep 
the  country  in  subjection  to  France  that  they  would  hear  of 
nothing  short  of  20,000  men  being  sent  at  once ;  and  that  they 
have  hitherto  resisted  all  the  demands  of  the  £xeoatiTe  Oomo' 
mittee,  to  send  either  officers  or  arms  to  the  parts  of  the  coast 
where  a  rising  was  expected  to  take  place. 


Haiubourg,  13  i'rairial,  [May  31], 
.Teufl  rhonneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  premier  du  dtlpart  de  Mon- 
sieur Lewius  et  des  circonstances  q^ui  Toutprec^^;  j*'ignore 
encore  si  Mr.  L.  est  arrive  It  sa  destination.    II  ne  nous  a  pas 
encore  ^erit,  mais  senlement  an  negociant  Matthieeson,  qu  ^il  a 
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pry  de  Ini  finre  pBsser  les  fM^iton  pttblics.  Pwr  les  lettres  que 
j^ai  oa  ^rit  par  la  poste,  on  remis  h  Mr.  L.  je  crois  avoir  mis  le 
G^n^ral  Hoche  a  port^e  de  ae  mettre  avee  cet  envoyd  dans  la 

meeure  qui  convient.  Vous  aurez  Si^ni  I'arrestation  des  meni- 
bres  des  deux  ConiitC'S  Irlandois  iinis  ?i  Belfast  ot  la  publication 
des  papiers  saifiis  fSute  par  le  Comity  secret  du  Parletnent 
d^Irlande.  Panni  ces  papiers  se  trouve  une  lettre  du  Comity 
proTineial,  qui  i^prend  h  oenx  de  Bel&8t  que,  le  Gonut/6  extetif 
e*^tant  oonduit  d^ane  mani^re  pen  eonTenable,  le  Comity  pro- 
Tindal  a  ea  devoir  le  dieeondfe  en  ooneenraiit  cependant  lea 
denz  tiers  dee  aneiens  inembr«s.  Oetie  lettre  a  et^  imprim^  a 
Londres  dans  le  True  Briton,  un  papier  ministeriol.    II  est  tr^ 

remarqnable  que   ne  m'ait  jamais  parl<^  do  ectte  circoii- 

stance.  En  supposant,  ce  qui  est  tr^s  vraiseniblable,  quo  cette 
reorganisation  du  Gomit^  ex^eutif  ait  eu  lieu  avant  le  depart 

de  Mr.  L.  il  est  asses  naiurel  de  snpposer  que    se  soit 

tfouT^  au  noDibre  dee  membres  ezclus.   Tel  que  je  Tai  jug^ 

  est  doa^  d^'nn  carsot^re  Tiolent,  fier,  sane  pour  oela  se 

d^rader  It  la  diseimulation  et  li  la  ruse :  ainsi,  pour  se  venger 
de  ses  coinpatrioies,  il  pcut  avoir  traliis  sa  cause  a  Mr.  Pitt. 
Voil^  une  hypoth^se  que  je  desire  bien  que  Tevfenement  ne 
vdrifieroit,  mais  qui,  si  elie  dtoit  fond<5e  nVxpliqueroit  que 
trop  la  singularity  dc  la  position  oii  jc  mo  suis  trouT^  Tis-h-vis 

de  ,  et  rirapossibilitd  de  me  d^ider  entre  les  moti&  de 

mdfianee  et  de  faeilitd.  II  en  resulteroit  que  dans  llionime 
initio  dans  tous  les  seerets  de  notre  parti,  j^ai  du  d^m^er  le 
traitre  sans  tronver  le  oioyen  de  le  d^masquer.  Je  tous  avoue 

que  cette  construction  snr           aura  pour  moi  nn  de^r6  de 

force  presqu"*  irrdsistiblo.  jus(prji  ce  qu'elle  soit  dementi  par  les 
faits.    Commo  ce  sont  des  lettre.s  de  Lord  Fitzgerald  qui  ont 

identifie  ea  personne,  c'eat  a  dire  qui  ont  eerti£d  que    qui 

s^est  presente  cliez  moi  est  le  mSine  houime  qui  m''a  6i6  adrcss^ 
par  Lady  Fitsgerald  h  son  arrive  $  il  fiiudra  en  condure 
que  ce  »$roit  un  d^umement  Tolontaire,  on  ayeo  Tolont^  de 

rimposture.   Je  suppose  que  oe  dernier,  ainsi  que   soit 
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au  nombre  dea  membres  cong^di^ ;  que  pour  prendre  uc- 
cossairement  h  leur  parti  ils  ajent  concortt^  de  leiir  propre 
autorit^  cette  mission.  Dan.s  cc  cas,  cen  duux  hoiuiues  u'assis- 
toieut  paa  coarageuBemeut  do  tiahir  h  la  vebte,  niais  d^infidelit^ 
9t  d^usurpation  d'*un  pouvoir  quails  n'^ont  poiot.  Je  erois  L, 
incapable  do  petfidie  maii  capable  d^impnideitoe.  Je  ne  re- 
pondroie  pas  ainri  de  Tantie:  ce  qui  me  oonvieat  encore  Tenir  ^ 
rappai  de  mon  hypotbte  e^eet  qo^Taat  son  d^art  Mr.  L.  a 
mia  beaucoup  d^importance  a  savoir  sUl  avoit  pas  d'autre 
envoy*'*  d  liluude  qui  S  itdJressa  a,  moi,  et  qu'il  nTii  pi  ie  de  ue 
donner  ma  confiance  qu'i  lui  seul.  J^ai  prcfere  do  no  point 
Mre  part  de  oes  noavellee  au  U^u^ral  Uoche,  non  sealemeiit 
paroeqae  niee  mojena  de  oorrespondauce  arec  Ini  eont  aree 
[eans]  oertltnde,  maia  paroeqne  toatee  lee  letirea  de  Fraacfort 
annonoeni  aon  depart  poor  Paris. 

•Tattende  1e  retonr  de  Moiuneur  Jagerliorn,  qui  paroit  aTotr 
trouv^  dea  ditficult^  insurniontables  pour  passer  en  Irlande. 

Monsieur  Naval  vient  de  me  romettre  Textrait  suivaut  d^une 
iettre  do  M.  Las  Casas,  dat^  de  Bath.  *' Voici  uno  procla- 
mation du  Gouvernemcnt  d' Irlande  qui  ne  eervin  niiUement 
rameaer  lea  eeprits.  Si  lae  Fiaofoia  euasent  debarqn^  10,000 
hommee  a  Bantry  Bay  9^e«i  M  alora  wie  force  sup^rieare  it 
oelle  qu*  on  ponvoit  lenr  oppoaer :  il  fendroit  h  preeent  20,000 
hommes  et  nn  train  d^artiUerie  pruportionn^.  Lee  Milioes 
serunt  pour  lea  Francjoia,  les  troupes  do  li<n>e  et  les  Yeomen 
seront  contrairea:  ces  derniors  sont  dc  nouvoaux  corps  de  volon- 
taires,  composes  de  propri^tairea  riches,  itrinicrs,  marchands,  et 
artistes.  Au  reste,^^  ajoute  M.  de  Las  Casas,  *'rien  de  oe  qoe 
ropposition  dit  ear  V4bi>t  de  Tlrlando  nVst  oxact/^ 

Vona  remarqnea  qne  Topinion  de  M.  de  las  Gaeaa  sur  le 
nombre  de  troupes  n^ceaaaires  pour  agir  en  Irlande  avec  succte 
est  eontraire  celle  de  M.  Lewina.  Je  me  range  d^d^ment 
a  ct  lle  du  premier,  quand  ce  ne  seroit  quo  par  un  motif  de 
prudence  qui  ne  doit  rien  laisi^er  au  hazard.  Lord  \'icombe 
[VVycombeJ  ecrit  encore  Mr.  las  Casaa»  n'a  point  de  mission 
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da  QonTerneiiieat  Aiv(l<nB»  ce  qui  eat  aia^  de  croiro  $  e'eit  sod 
pte  qui  est  alltf  en  Fimee  pour  engager  le  €h>nT6nienient  It 
ftire  entendre  qae  lee  conditions  de  la  paix  seioient  pins  donees 
si  Ton  avoit  h  traater  avee  nn  antre  Ministre  que  ce  Mr.  Pitt, 

et  particuliferement  avec  Lord  Lansdowno.  M.  Las  Oasas 
penee  quo  ce  moyeu  iie  reussiroit  point,  du  moins  <  u  faveur  da 
noble  Marquis,  dont  les  talenlB  transceDdans  ne  rabatteut  plus 
la  mauvaise  opinion  qn^on  a  en  Angleterre  de  son  caiact^re. 

TRANSLATION. 

Af.  Reinhard,  Minutt>r  o  f  France  at  Hamburg,  to  M,  iU  la  Crm», 
Minitter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

15  Prnii  iai  [May  81]. 

I  had  tlic  lioTiour  to  write  to  yon  on  the  I'^t,  ronccrniiig  the  departure 
of  Monsieur  Lew  ins  ami  the  circnntstuiccs  th;it  ])receded  it:  I  am  still 
ignorant  whether  Mr.  L.  ha.s  arrived  at  liis  destination.  He  has  not  yet 
written  to  us,  but  only  to  the  nigociaut  ^latthiesgon,  whom  he  has 
requested  to  forward  the  public  pnpcrs  to  him.  By  tlie  iettei-s  which  I 
have  either  sent  by  the  post  or  delivered  to  Mr.  L.,  I  think  I  have  given 
General  lloche  sufficierit  hints  to  be  f^iarded  in  his  communications  with 
this  envoy.  You  luuht  luu  c  huird  of  the  apprehension  of  two  comjuiltees 
of  United  Irishmen  at  Belfast,  and  the  publication  of  the  papers  seized, 
made  by  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  Among 
these  papers  is  a  letter  from  the  prorindal  oomniittee,  inftfnmog  those  of 
Bdftst  that,  the  ezeeotiTe  dommittoe  having  ooodneled  itself  in  an  im- 
proper BMnDer,t]ie  proviMial  eoDinitlee  tlumglit  ti  to  diwlve  itixctain- 
ing,  howevcTy  tuo-tbiids  of  the  fimner  SHoiben.  This  letter  has  been 
printed  in  LoncUm  in  the  True  Briton,  a  niniileriil  paper.   It  is  very 

lamrkable  that  dioold  never  have  meatkmefl  that  dreomataaee 

tome.  fluppoMUg,  whMi  is  veryprobaMe,  that  this  leetgaiuartion  of  the 
eiceutive  took  place  helbre  the  depirtoie  oC .......  it  is  natnnd  enoagh 

tosapposethat  dionld  find  hfaiiNlf  aneiv  the  eielnded  n« 

The  opinion  that  I  have  Ibnned  of  him,  ,  ii^  that  he  is  a  man  of 

violent  and  hangbty  ehataeter^  without,  on  that  aeoonnt,  stoopiog  to  dis- 
tfmolation  and  deodt;  toiiaocdertoieveogehimielf  onhitcomitiTmen, 
he  may  have  betrayed  hiicanse  to  Kr.Btt.  Thb  is  an  hypotheris  which 
I  canwsH^  hope  the  event  maj  not  verify,  bnt  which,  if  it  ahonld  prove 
to  be  ffaunded,  would  but  too  dearly  explain  the  singularity  of  the  positioa 
in  whieb  I  fimnd  niyadf  with  Mr.  L.,  and  the  imposaihili^  to  dedde 
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between  the  motives  for  mistnist  and  confidence.  Henoe  it  would  follow 
that,  in  the  man  iniUated  into  all  the  secrete  of  ov  pwty,  I  should  have 
guessed  the  traitor,  without  finding  the  means  of  vimiasking  him.  I 

confess  to  you  that  thl^  construction  put  upon  will  have  an  almost 

irresistible  degree  of  force  fur  nie  till  it  is  contradicted  by  facts.  As  it 
was  letters  from  Lord  Edward  Fizgerald  which  identified  his  person,  that 

is  to  say,  which  certified  that   ,  who  calletl  upon  mc,  was  the  prrson 

Pent  to  me  by  Lady  Fitzgi;raid  on  his  arrival,  we  nni*.t  thenct  cuik  Inde 
tliat  It  would  be  a  voluntary  deviation,  or  a  wilful  iniju  't  irv      I  'ii}ii>o8*e 

that  the  latter,  hs  wcli  as   ,  was  one  (if  the  discanleti  inejnlH.'rs  that 

 '  tlicv  have  concerted  thii*  nn>«iioii  ujmn  fhoir  own  aufbority. 

In  this  case,  those  two  men  did  not  cotirageou^-l}  iissi^l  lo  b.  ti;i\  tn  vale, 
but  out  of  unfaithfulnoa  and  usurpition  of  a  power  w  hich  they  do  not 
posjicss.  1  thmk  L.  incapable  of  treacher\'.  but  capable  of  inipnidence. 
I  should  not  answer  thus  concerning  the  other.  What  seems  further  to 
concur  in  the  supjxjrt  of  my  hypothesis  is,  that  Mr.  L.,  iK'fore  his  de- 
parture, made  it  a  point  of  great  importance  to  ascertain  whether  thciv 
was  any  other  envoy  from  Irelaiid  who  addressed  himself  to  me*  and  thai 
be  b^;ged  me  not  to  give  my  otmfidenoe  to  any  other  than  to  him  alone. 
I  icfraiiwd  from  giving  these  tidings  to  Genenl  Hocfae^  not  only  becMiw 
my  flrnuc  of  enrrespondenoe  with  him  are  mieertaiii,  hut  becMtse  aQ 
the  letters  from  Ftankfort  aioiKwniee  his  departnie  for  Bsrin. 

I  am  edq[iectiiig  the  letom  of  M.  Jagerboni»  who  wppem  to  have 
ibmid  inmnnoaiitable  dtfieolties  to  preYeut  his  pfmeediqg  to  IrdaniL 
MoHiear  de  NaToI  baa  just  sent  me  the  fbUowing  extract  of  a  letter 
dated  from  Bath.  **Hei«  is  a  prodamatioiiofdie  government  of  Min^ 
which  will  not  serve  hy  any  means  to  conciliate  minds.  If  the  Fkcnch 
had  landed  10,000  men  in  Baatvy  Bay,  that  would  have  heen  a  fiiree 
taperior  to  that  which  conld  then  have  been  opposed  to  them:  now 
90,000  men,  and  a  proportionate  train  of  aitiUeiy,  would  be  raquued. 
The  militia  will  he  in  &voor  of  the  French.  The  troops  of  the  line  and 
the  yeomen  will  be  agunit  them.  These  last  are  new  corpsofvolnnteei^ 
compooed  of  landed  pioprietota,  rich  Ihrroers,  tradesmen,  and  artbta.  For 
the  rest,"  adds  H.  de  Las  Ossas,  '"all  that  the  Opporition  my  eonceming 
the  stete  of  Ireland  ia  incorrect** 

Ton  will  observe  that  the  opimon  of  M.  de  ks  Cmms  respecting  the 
number  of  troops  necessary  for  acting  in  Ireland  with  success  b  contrary 
to  that  of  Mr.  Lewina.    1  concur  decidedly  in  that  of  the  foimer,  were 

*  Hie  s^nificatioQ  the  few  following  words  I  cannot  venture  even 
to  gnes»  at* 


Digitized  by  Google 


1798.] 


VISCOUNT  CASTLEUEAGH. 


277 


it  Ibr  no  odier  jkmoii,  from  %  motive  of  prndeiiec^  ivlueh  onglit  not  to 
Um  anything  to  duaee.  hvid  Yioombe  pVyoomlw],'  M.  ]m  Oosm 
IbiCher  writeo,  has  no  nutrion  from  the  Eoglkh  Govenunent,  ae  it  is 
caajr  to  bc^e.  It  is  his  ftther  wiio  is  gone  to  Fnnee  to  ptevsil 
npon  the  Govesnment  to  give  eat  that  the  eonditioiis  of  peace  wonid 
he  milder  if  they  had  to  treat  wHh  any  otlier  minister  than  Hr*  FStt,and 
partienlarly  with  Lord  Lansdowne.  M.  ha  Cases  thought  that  this  expe- 
dient would  not  snceeed,  at  least  in  fkvonr  of  the  noble  ]^Iurques8,  whose 
transcendent  talents  cannot  produce  any  ahatement  of  the  bad  opinion 
entertained  in  England  of  his  cbaraeter. 


M.  Jteinkard  ^  M.dela  Crmjs, 

Hambonxg,  36  Hesridor  [July  Itt.] 
Tandis  qae  Monsieur  Lewins  m'*a  laiss^  perdre  les  traces  do 

son  voyage  et  quo  Monsieur  Furnes  [Turner]  est  alio  T^crire, 
Monnicur  Jiiijprliom  est  revenu  de  LonJres,  et  une  nonvello 
deputation  Irlandoi^e  8''e8t  preseutc  cliez  nioi.  Tons  les  eH'orts 
de  Monsieur  J.  ay  ant  6c]iou6  contre  F  obstiuation  avec  la<|uelle 
le  Due  de  Portland  lui  refosa  im  passeport  poar  se  rendre  2k 
Pnblin,  il  se  detenninat  It  appeller  Lord  Fitzgerald  It  Londres. 
Oelai-ei  y  Tint  sons  pr^exte  d^aocommoder  sa  scBiir.  L*au- 
thentieit^  de  hi  mission  de  Mr.  Lewina  fat  vrnfi^  $  des  de- 
tails importants  sur  V  ^tat  de  P  Irlande  furcnt  donnds ;  il  fut 
constat/'  que  rien  etoit  derang^  dans  Ic  plan  et  dans  les 
rrssf>urces  des  patriotes  unis.  Je  puis  n»f  di.spensor  de  vous 
reudre  un  compte  cireonstantiel  des  reuseignemeDS  qu'  a  purtc 
Monsieur  F.,  pttisqu^il  rentre  tout  dans  oe  que  vient  de 
donAer  Monsieur  Maenevin.  Geloi-ci  est  arriy^  entonrd  de 
tons  les  motifis  de  oonfianoe^  et  il  n^a  qnitt^  Dublin  que  le  27 
Juin ;  ses  informations  sent  et  de  plus  iraiehes  dates  et  sont  ^ 
la  source  m^me.  Les  rapports  de  Monsieur  Maenevin  qui 
porte  ici  le  noin  dc  \\'illianis,  et  qui  desiroit  de  paraitre 
toujours  sous  ce  noni,  connne  Monsieur  Lewin.s  sous  celiii  de 
Thompson,  mc  paroissent  jotttir  un  grand  (nil  sur  tout  ce  que 

'  The  Earl  of  Wyeombe,  eldest  son  of  the  Marquea  of  Lansdovoe. 
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)e  Goiivernement  peut  avoir  int^ret  i\  couiiaitre.  Monswor 
Macnevio  a  M  aecrataire  du  comity  ex^iif:  toas  ses  discours 
le  montrent  comme  celni  qai  tient  Y  ensemble  dee  &ita  et  des 
ootiibiiuu8Oii0.   En  joignant  4  oette  depddie  le  M^moire  qn**!! 

a  femifl,  je  YaiB  y  aj outer  ee  que  j^ai  raieon  de  trouyar  d'^im- 
portance  dans  sa  conference. 

Mon  premier  soin  fiit  d'*eclaircir  ce  que  le^  papiers  8aisis  h 
JJelfivst  disuieut  d'un  changement  fait  par  eouiite  provincial 
dans  r  oi^nisation  da  comite  ex^catif.  D  ru-^ulte  des  rcponses 
de  Monsieur  Maenerin,  combiu^s  ayec  oellee  de  Mr.  Fames, 
que  e^est  de  lenteor  et  d''uid^i8ion  que  fbrent  aeens^  plu- 
uenrs  membree  du  oomit^ ;  qae  la  partie  dn  Nord,  aentaat  at 
0OU  oppressien  et  sa  foroe^  ^it  impatient  d'*delater,tandi8  que 
le  oomit^  tachott  de  retarder  tonte  explosion  ju8qu''l^  rarriTte 
des  FraiMi'ois,  et  iie  vouloit  pas  trop  expli(juer  sur  8cs  re- 
lations avec  la  France  ;  que,  eepoiuiant,  apr^s  le  changement 
du  comite,  11  y  eut  des  assembleeu  ii  Dubliu  et  dau»  le  Nord 
oi)  il  fut  d^id^  qu**  il  falloit  attendre ;  que  la  viaite  deplorte 
[derob^J  qa''on  fit  de  quelques  d^pdte  d^armes,  oil  Ton  troora 
la  poadre  mouill^  et  lee  fbails  roaillds,  j  eontribnoit  beaaconp; 
et  qae  le  d^ir  de  PassistaDoe  des  Franfois  en  devint  plus 
^i-ndral.  Oependant,  il  fdt  d^id^  qa^on  dclateroit  lorsqne  les 
prisonniers  seraient  mis  en  liberty.  Macnevin  et  Lord  Fitz- 
gerald aunt  du  parti  moder^.  Fumes  veut  une  pruiupte  ex- 
plosion, et  ee  sont  quelqueB  imprudences  que  son  eanictt're 
ardent  a  eutrain^  qui  Tout  forc^  de  ^ir^  tandis  que  la 
marche  de  Monsieur  Maenevin  a  4^  aasea  eircoiuipeete  pour 
que  lien  ne  s' oppose  'k  son  retoor. 

Oes  indications,  eitoyen  ministre,  m^ont  paru  precieuses, 
comme  11  pamH  prf/Mble  pour  no$  inlMtt  que  let  IrUuidoU  §e 
fnmtreni  mm  nwt  atiendre:  0*081  dans  ce  sens  que  j'*  ai  parle 
a  Monsieur  M.,  faisiiuL  vuloir  T  expedition  d^jk  tentee  cuuiuie 
une  preuvo  decisive  des  dispositions  du  gouvernement  Franc^ois, 
passes  et  futures.  J'*ai  fait  sentir  que,  dire  d^  une  part,  *^  Aidej^ 
et  nous  ^laterons,''  de  V  autre,    Eclates,  et  nous  aiderons,'" 
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un  cercle  Tieisaz,  dont  il  fiUloit  que  lea  Irlandois  sorti-' 
rent  les  pieniieis ;  que  lee  negotmtione  oaverteB,  loin  de  {Mtfottre 
on  indice  [obstacle]  3l  ruunufection,  devaient  plnt^t  Taco^l^rer ; 
puieqae  ce  ne  senut  qn^alon  qne  1e  gonvernement  Francois,  en 

supposaiit  la  paix,  se  trouverait  en  etat  d"  influer  sur  les  con- 
ditions dc  racconiinodeiuent ;  qu"'eii  sujijiDsant  la  guerre,  I'ex- 
plosiou  commence  d^voit  ^galetueut  laciliter  le  succbs  des 
Fnn^us ;  puisqne  depuie  longteme  le  gonyeraement  Au<rlois 
me  panit  fier  [trop  pr^t]  ponr  qu^  on  put  songer  k  le  prendre 
au  ddponnm ;  que  la  crainte  d^dtre  ^raete  ne  devoit  pas...... 

pour           nne  union  ibrte  de  150,000  hommee;  dans  le 

Midi  enfin  nne  nation  enti^re,  r^olue  d'^dtre  libre — qu''au 
reste  jo  le  priois  <le  ne  voir  en  tout  ceci  que  nion  opiniou  per- 
sonnelle,  qui  pourroit  etre  sujet  a  Ferreur,  raais  qui  paraissait 
cependaut  toud^  dans  la  nature  de^^  choees. 

Monsieur  M.,  en  convenant  de  la  jostioe  de  mea  raisons,  a 
ajout4  que  je  sentirais  eette  eonnaissance  [oonsequence]  qu'*  en 
n^^datant  pas,  la  [cbance]  de  raeoommodement  devoit  Mre 
meillenr  que  lorsqu^il  s'^agissait  du  danger  de  rentrer  sous  T  op- 
pression, peut-dtre  pour  un  siMe;  la  prudence  ^it  nn  devoir 
sacrd  J  quMinc  explication  positive  de  la  part  du  gouveniemcnt 
Fran<^'aia  ctait  en  toute  hypotht'se  infinimont  desirable  ello- 

tndine  pour  dinger  leur  inarche ;  que  lea  de^   V  dtat  des 

chose.R,  il  avait  la  mission  speoiale  de  s^  informer  de  ce  que 
rirlande  pourrait  esp^rer  en  cae  de  guerre  ou  de  paix;  que, 
tandis  qne  les  uns  regardent  b  separation  de  V  Irlande  comme 
^tant  trop  dtoivement  oontre  T  Angleterre  pour  que  la  Fmnoe 
put  jamais  en  abandonner  Tid^  les  anttee  oependant  se  d^ 
oouragent. 

Monsieur  M.  m'a  temoign^  un  d^ir  extreme  d'aller  en 
France,  nou  seulenieut  pour  obtenir  des  informations,  mais 
pour  donuer  les  siennes;  une  heure  de  oonfi^nce  avec  des 

'  Here  follows  a  passage  that  is  whoUj  uuintelligible.  It  is  tndectl 
evidoit  that  Hie  tnuuKiiber  neitlier  vod/snHooA  Vrauht  nor  could  read 
the  handwriting  of  the  origiiial. 
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membreii  ilu  guuvoiju  uieiit  et  avec  Monsieur  Luinea  lui  parait 
devoir  ameiier  dea  resultatti  irbs  iiiiportaiitd.  Quaiit  a  ce 
dernier.  Monsieur  M.  ooufirme  uoD  aeulement  qu*"  il  poss^de  ct 
qu^il  nitrite  la  plus  grande  oonfiaace,  roaia  qo^il  des^^ 
eoioiiie  miniatre^ii  Pam  en  oas  do  auoe^.  Monoeor  M. 
d^irait  beauooup  qae  son  M^motre  lui  ftit  comnraiiiqntf. 

Quant  h  moi,  je  croyerois  par  ploaieon  raiflons  que  Mondeiir 
M.  retouniat  en  Irlande. 

L''avautai^e  ?i  ce  (jif  il^  piiront  dire  contrudictoirement  avec 
Munaieur  Furues  pour  diJseutLT  Ics  dtux  opiuioiisi  qui  diviseut 
leur  coinpatriotea  j  mais,  comme  la  determination  du  gouveme- 
nient  Fran^ais  me  paroit  en  oe  moroent-ci  devoir  dtre  sabor- 
donu^  anz  cireonstanoee,  il  vant  peat-dire  mieaz  le  renvojer 
aatis&it  dee  eep^ranees  proWsoires  qnMl  a  pa  yenir  reoeToir 
iei.  En  oonsequeneef  je  lui  ai  fiut  sentir  qae  la  presence  en 
France  de  Messieurs  Lewins  et  Fumea,  V  accueil  au  premier 
par  le  General  los  promessey  et  les preuves  di^jh  donn^a, 

devoient  suffiser  pour  lixer  F  incertitude  des  Irlanduis  j  quil 
importoit  mains  au^ment&r  le  ncmbre  des  apenU  m  France 
^''amimer  1st  etgnritt,  k  cowrage^  dm  ean^kUrwteB ;  fu'ii  4tQU 
mmM  de  bien  Mtiir  urn  ckains  de  eerritpetuhmee  par  kh 
qtutte  OH  ptU  iinformer  mutueUemeitt  meec  prempHtude;  et 
que  de  oette  mani^  il  rempliroit  enti^rement  le  but  qu**  on 
e^eioit  propos<^  par  son  envoi.  M.M.  a  d'^abord  era  voir  dans 
ccttc  opinion  iin  rcfus,  qui  lui  a  paru  dit  niauvais  augure  pour 
ce  quo  r  Trlando  pourroit  esp^rer  des  intentions  du  gouverno- 
ment  Fianvais.  II  alloit  parler,  maispour  dire  qu'  il  ue  liEkUoit 
compter  sur  Hen,  et  ee  n'est  qa'en  aBsatant  que  j^^toia  prSt  a 
lui  donner  lee  inetmctiona  ndeeeaairee  poor  aon  voyage  qne  j*at 
pu  le  raaaurer.  II  ae  d^idera  domain  anr  le  parti  qn^  il  dem 
prendre,  et  je  ehercherai  k  &ire  prevalolr  eelui  de  letoonier 
dana  aon  paya. 

Le  motif  principal  qu"  a  deterniino  les  Irlandois  a  s'adresser 
h  TEspairne  par  le  canal  de  Monsieur  Naval  a  etelaraison  d'en 
obtonir  de  Targent  plutot  que  de  nous.    OVbt  k  quoi  so  sont 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


VnCOUMT  CASTLSBEAOH. 


281 


boni^  lea  instractione  de  Monsieur  Luines.  II  y  a  ajout^ 
une  d^maode  d'*anneB  et  de  mtmiiion,  4|ui  paroit  superflue  It 
Monsiear  M.  mwB  nne  autre  id^  encore  [dirige]  lee  Irlandoie. 
BSa  eae  de  paix,  ila  peneent  que  TEspagtie  pourroit  dtre 
motMe  en  mesure  dMnterc^er  en  leiir  hvem ;  que  la  France, 
ayant  ^  exiger  que  rAugletcrre  ne  so  mole  point  des  affaires 
intdricnroei  dr  la  Ri'publique,  doit  s^atteudre  peut-^tre  ii  ce 
qu'on  lui  doniaudu  la  [uieme  chose j. 

Monsieur  Naval  a  re<;u  une  rseoonde  lettre  du  Prince  do 
Paix,  qui  lai  apprend  que  le  Gouyemement  Fran^ais  ne  e^est 
pas  encore  expliqud  enr  les  aflbires  d^Irlande  aree  loi.  II 
ddsiroit  que»  si  le  Gonvemement  juge  U  propos  de  se  oonoerter  )i 
ce  Bujet,  cela  ee  fit  par  le  canal  dn  Oitoyen  Peri|^on.  Au 
reste,  Citoyen  Miiii.^tre,  ce  (jui  a'est  passd  entre  MuiL^ieiir  M.ut 
moi  est  une  preuve  nouvcllr  de  la  delicatesse  de  ma  position  ; 
u'ayaiit  aucune  assurance  ii  dunuer,  aucune  autorit^  de  centre 
qui  puisse  me  dirij^er — >je  dis  qu'  en  montrant  de  la  froidour 
ou  de  r  incertitude  d'^afiaiblir  les  ressorts  d^une  machine  dont, 
en  tonte  hypoth^  la  R^publique  a  int^rdt  k  manager  et  h 
diiiger  le  jeu.  La  conooiasance  du  veritable  ^tat  de  T  Irlande, 
la  crainte  pour  T  Angleterre  d**  une  insurrection  toujours  pr^to 
il  y  cclater,  doit  nccessairenieut  mettrc  un  point  trca  consider- 
able dans  la  base  des  nugociations,  ct  il  ne  pcut  nnllcinciit  Atre 
iuditiereut  pour  nous  que  T  accoinniodenieut  be  i's^se  avant  la 
paix  on  aprte.   Je  Tai  ehaig^  de  promettro  aux  Irlandois 

r  assistance  du  GouYemement.    Par  un  Arrdt^  du 

Oouyemement,  ehaig<6  par  une  lettre  de  transmettie  au 
G^n^ral  Hoche  oe  que  me  parviendroit  de  ce  pajs-Ia,  je  dois 
aeeueillir  et  ^uter  les  personnel  qui  en  viennent ;  et  s'*il  ne 
m^appartient  point  de  p^nctrer  ou  d^interprdter  les  desseins 
actuels  du  Oou vemement,  je  dois,  en  me  rdfdrant  a  ce  qui  sVst 
padse,  en  laissant  tirer  des  coiiclusi  nH  pour  Tavenir.  (Test 
d^apr^  Tidee  quo  do  mes  devoirs  que  j'ai  cnvoye  au  Gdudral 
Hoche  Monsieur  Luines  et  Monsieur  Samuel  Fumes:  conirae 
alors  (ontes  les  gazettes  annoncoient  le  depart  du  Cilojcn 
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Hoohe  poor  Paris,  j'ai  la  lytnande  de  oe  dernier  m  loi 

donnatit  on  pasaeport,  oomme  Amoricain,  ear  aa  promesse  de 
ne  B*en  serrir  4)iie  dans  le  eas  od  pour  feneontrer  le  G^^nd  il 
fiwidrott  aller  en  Franoe. 

PS.  Je  yieiis  de  reeeroir  nn  M^moire  dans  lequel  Mou- 
siear  Jagerhom  me  rend  compte  de  son  voyage.  Jc  vous  le 
fnnii  parv'onir  par  le  courier  prochain.  Eucore  uno  !oi>  crt  es- 
timable Suede  a  montre  uii  gmiid  devouement  k  la  cause  de  la 
liberty.  J^apprends  que  plusiears  Iriandols  sent  arrive  id, 
dans  rintention  de  s^embarqiier  en  France  ayeo  Texp^tion 
qu*  ila  supposent  destinde  pour  Tlrlande.  Chacun  des  ces 
patriotee  compte  d'*dtre  utile  par  son  inflnence  pereonelle  dans 
pinsienra  comtA  de  V  Isle.  fnristo,  Oitoyen  Ministre,  ^  ce, 
qu'  au  nioins  pour  cotte  partio,  vous  ayez  la  bont^  de  me 
dinger  eiivors  Monsieur  Macniyen.  Je  ne  dounerai  piua  de 
pasueport  sans  votre  ordre. 

TBAWSLATIOIf. 

.  Af.  Reinhard  to  M.  de  la  Croue. 

Hamburg,  23  Mcssidor  [July  12.] 
\^niile  Afr.  Lewins  has  suftered  nic  to  lose  all  truces  of  his  journey, 
and  Mr.  Furnea  is  gone  to  write  to  him,  M.  Jiigcrhora  has  returned  from 
London,  and  a  new  Irish  deputiition  h?!«»  calltd  upon  nic.  All  the  efforta 
of  M.  Jagerhom  having  failed  acnin^t  tlie  ubstinacy  with  which  the 
Duke  of  Portland  refused  him  a  jins-port  for  proceeding  to  UuI  Iim.  lie 
det€rmin<^  to  call  Lord  FitzgL raid  tu  Loudon.  The  latter  cauiL  upon 
pretext  of  accommodating  las  nistcr.  The  authenticity  of  the  mission  <  i 
Mr.  Lewins  was  vcritietl ;  important  details  respecting  the  st  i ti  f>f  Ireland 
were  given;  it  was  ascertained  tli;U  there  was  uo  derani^cmtut  in  the 
plan,  and  in  tlu*  resources  of  the  unitLfl  patriots.  It  is  uuueccssary  for 
me  to  give  you  a  circumataalial  uccuuut  ot'  the  information  brought  by 
Mr.  F.f  since  he  enters  fully  into  that  which  Mr.  Macnevin  has  just  given. 
The  latter  came  sarroanded  by  all  the  motives  for  confidence,  and  he 
did  not  leave  DubUa  till  the  97th  cf  June:  Ids  intelligence  is  of  the 
latest  dste»  and  from  the  very  sonvoe.  The  reports  of  Mr.  Macnevin, 
who  goes  here  by  the  name  of  Williams,  and  who  wcmld  wish  to  appear 
•Iweji  undw  that  namet  as  Mr.  Lewins  under  that  of  Thompscm,  appear 
to  me  to  throw  great  light  upon  all  that  the  Government  can  have  an 
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intenst  to  know.  Mr.  Macnevin  lia.s  l>cen  secretary  of  the  executive 
eominittcc,  and  all  that  he  mya  j>ruvca  huu  to  be  a  man  thoroughly  ac- 
quoiutcd  with  the  ensemble  of  facts  and  combinations.  In  aniiexiiig  to 
this  despatch  the  MenMiial  whieh  he  delivered  to  me,  I  ahall  add  what  I 
have  reaaon  to  think  of  importaooe  in  his  ctmferenoe. 

My  llfat  ttie  was  to  dear  up  wlisC  the  ptpeia  aeM  at  BeUhat  taid 
eeoeetniug  •  change  made  by  the  provineial  eoniiiittea  in  the  tngaiiim' 
tkn  of  tha  anantiTa  cBuniiiHea*  It  fanilta  ftoBk  the  aoiwen  oif  Ifir. 
IDaenerin,  coi^jdntly  with  tlioae  of  Ifr*  Fdinea,  tiiat  it  waa  of  ^BlaSori* 
DM  ani  indedwon  that  temal  memben  of  the  eonunittea  were  acenaed; 
that  the  northam  province^  fisding  iti  opprnBioii  and  ita  atrenglh,  waa 
impatient  to  break  fbrtb,  wliile  the  eonunittee  rtiove  to  defer  any  ex- 
plodon  till  the  anival  of  the  Fieneh,  and  dcdined  giving  a  ftiU  cxilana^ 
tion  of  iia  rdatiooa  with  Franca;  that,  nemtbdeM,  after  the  diange  of 
tfaeconunitteetnieetingiwerelieldinDafallnandin  the  North,  at  wUdi  il 
was  lesdved  to  wait;  that  the  dandeetine  Tidtation  of  aeTend  depAto  of 
aima,  wlieie  tlie  powder  waa  fonnd  damp  and  tiie  nmaketa  maty,  eontri- 
bntedtgooddedtothatreadntion;  and  tlmt  the  deeire  fbr  the  aautanee 
of  tlie  Frcndi  had  in  coneequenee  become  more  general  than  ever.  It 
waa,  bowerer,  decided  that  a  rising  shotild  take  place  when  the  prisonera 
were  cat  at  liberty.  Macnevin  and  Lord  Fitzgerald  are  of  the  moderate 
party.  Fumes  is  for  a  speedy  explosion ;  and  it  is  some  imprudences 
into  whidi  his  ardent  character  has  hurried  him,  that  have  obliged  him 
to  leave  the  country ;  whereas^  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Macnevin  haa  been  80 
dreom^pect,  that  there  is  nothing  to  oppot^  his  return. 

These  indications,  citizen  minister,  have  appeared  to  me  valuable,  for 
it  seems  preferable  for  our  interests,  that  the  Irish  should  show  them- 
selves without  wnitinf^  for  us :  it  in  this  spirit  thitt  I  spoke  to  Mr  M., 
laying  stress  upon  tlic  t. \]><.(!ituiri  already  attempted,  as  a  decisive  proof 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  Frc  n«  h  i!;(>vi  rnment,  \\mt  and  future.  I  repre- 
sented that  to  say  on  the  one  side,  "  A««i.st,  and  we  will  i  i^e.  '  am]  on  the 
other,  "Rise,  and  we  will  assist,"  is  a  vicious  circle,  w  iiich  it  behoves  the 
Irish  to  get  out  of  the  first;  that  the  ncgociations  opened,  so  far  from 
ap^iearinp  to  be  a  hindrance'  to  the  insurrection,  ought  rather  to  accxk- 
ratt'  it ;  since  not  till  then  wcmld  t  [le  French  government,  supposing  pcac€ 
to  ensue,  tiiul  itself  in  a  cuiidiLiou  to  influence  the  terms  of  the  accommo- 
dation; that  supposing  war  to  continue,  the  explosion  begun  nmat  equally 
facilitate  the  success  of  the  1  rench;  since,  for  a  long  time,  the  English 
govei  mutiit  apixars  to  uu:  too  well  prepared  for  any  one  to  think  of 
taking  it  by  sHirpriite ;  that  the  fear  of  being  crushed  ought  not  to  deter 
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a  nnion  1 50,000  strong  from  arming ;  in  the  South  finally,  ia  entire 

nation,  resolved  to  l>o  free — thnt  for  the  rest,  I  begged  him  to  con- 
lider  all  this  m  my  personal  opinion  only,  which  niifirht  be  liable  to 
error,  but  whidi,  nevertheless,  appeared  to  be  foaoded  oa  the  natore  of 
things. 

Mr.  ,  in  admitting  the  justice  of  mj  reaflon<i,  added  that  I  mnst  he 
aware  of  iliis  cnnsequenee  that,  in  not  ri>iii«x,  the  chaiirf  <if  an  acconuno- 
dation  mu-t  \>c  better  than  when  the  question  \\m  iIm  ui  retnruing  under 
Oppression,  j»tihaps  lor  a  century;  that  prudence  was  a  sacred  duty,  and 
that  a  positive  explanation  with  the  French  government  was  under  anv 

hy]>othesi.s  intuiUcly  dejsirable  itself,  to  direct  their  cmxrm   He  batl 

the  special  mission  to  inquire  what  Ireland  had  to  hQ\K:  for  la  case  of  war 
or  peace;  that,  while  the  United  Irishmen  consider  the  separation  of 
Ireland  as  being  too  decidedly  injurious  tu  England  for  France  ever  to  be 
ftble  to  icUnqniili  the  idea,  the  oUwn  we  neverthdese  discouraged. 

Mr.  11  ezpKMd  the  itrongest  deiife  to  go  to  Frtnee,  not  only  to  ob- 
tain iBftmntioii,  Imt  to  oonnaiiieate  hie.  An  hoar*a  eoDfefenee  with 
die  members  of  the  GorenuneiM,  and  with  Mr,  Lewioi^  mtttt,-  as  he 
seemed  to  think,  lead  to  important  lesnlts.  As  for  the  hMer,  Mr.  M. 
not  only  attested  that  he  possemes  and  deserves  the  utmost  confidence, 
and  that  he  is  derignated  a  minister  at  In  ease  of  sneoesaL  Mr.  M. 
wished  mneh  that  his  Memorial  should  he  eommnnicated  to  him.  For 
my  part,  it  is  my  opinion,  for  sereral  reasons,  that  Mr.  M.  should  ictom 
to  Ireland. 

The[re  would  he  an]  advantage  in  what  they  might  say  eootrsdieterily 
toMr.Fumes  fiw  disensiing  the  two  opinions  which  divide  their  eoontiy- 
men;  bat,  as  it  oppears  to  me  that,  at  this  moment,  the  determination  of 
Ihe  French  Government  must  be  guided  by  drenmstanee^  it  b  perhaps 
better  to  send  him  back  satisOed  with  the  provisional  hopes  which  he  has 
found  means  to  eome  and  receive  here.  In  eonsequenee,  I  reiMfesented 
to  him  that  the  presence  of  Lewiiu  and  Fumes  in  France,  the  favourable 
reception  of  the  former  by  General  Hoche,  the  promises  and  prooft 
already  given,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  fix  the  uncertainty  of  the  Irish ; 
that  it  was  of  less  importance  to  increase  the  number  of  agents  in  France, 
than  to  animate  the  nnnds  and  the  courage  of  his  eoantiymen;  that  it 
was  essential  to  establish  firmly  a  chain  of  correspondence,  by  which 
both  parties  might  mutually  obtain  infonnation  with  despatch  ;  that,  in 
this  manner,  he  would  conij)Ietely  fulfil  the  end  j)rojx)sed  by  his  nu^sion. 
Mr.  M.  was  at  first  disposed  to  regard  this  opiuiuu  a.H  a  refusal,  w  hich 
iqppeared  to  him  a  bad  omeu  as  to  what  Ireland  had  to  ho|)e  for  from  the 
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intenttODS  of  the  Ffeneh  Govenumnt   He  began  to  spnk,  Imt  it  war 

to  my  that  he  must  not  reckon  upon  anything;  and  it  was  only  bgr 
■Muring  him  that  I  was  ready  to  give  him  the  neeesBaiy  iostroetioin^  that 
I  contrived  to  cheer  him  up.  He  will  decide  to-morrow  what  coum  he 
ought  to  take,  and  I  shall  strive,  to  prevail  upon  him  to  return  home. 

The  principal  motive  which  has  induced  the  Irish  to  i^ply  to  Spain, 
through  the  medium  of  M.  Naval,  has  been  to  obtain  money  from  her 
rather  than  from  us.  It  was  to  this  that  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Tx!wins 
were  confined.  He  added  to  tbein  an  application  for  nrms'  nm]  nmmTini- 
tion,  which  appeared  supcrtluous  to  Mr.  M.,  but  amttlicr  idea  -till  sway.s 
the  Irish.  Tlu-y  think  that  Spain  might  be  induced  to  intercede  in 
their  favour  ;  that  Frana*,  hnving  a  right  to  require  that  England  should 
not  interfere  in  the  internal  aflairs  of  the  Republic,  may  perhaps  expect 
that  the  same  thing  will  be  required  of  her. 

Monsieur  Naval  has  received  a  second  letter  I  k  in  the  Prince  of  the 
Peace,  wluch  informs  him  that  the  l'i\.jich  (Government  has  not  yet 
explaituil  itself  with  him  m  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  He  de- 
sired that,  il  that  Government  thought  fit  to  concert  with  him  on  the 
subject,  it  might  be  through  the  channel  of  Citizen  Perignon. 

For  the  rest,  citizen  minister,  what  has  passed  between  Mr.  M. 
and  me  is  a  ft^sh  proof  of  the  delicacy  af  my  poeitiofi,  liaTiqg  no 
aaBonaett  to  give,  no  oentnl  anthority  to  dinet  me— t  aay  diat  toahow 
coldMia  Md  uncertainty  ia  the  way  to  wrtakfin  the  springs  of  «  aadiine^ 
the  working  of  wkicb,  under  erery  hypothens,  the  BepnUic  hw  an 
intereat  in  hnmoazing  and  direeting.  A  Imowledge  of  the  ml  alite  of 
Ireland,  and  the  dread  fi»lt  by  England  of  an  inaonection  alwaya  ready 
to  break  ont,  mnat  neoeaMwily  introdnoe  a  very  considerable  point  into 
the  bade  of  the  negodatiena,  and  it  cannot  be  by  any  meana  indiflforent 
to  UB  whether  the  aooommodatkm  takea  place  before  the  peace  or  afker. 
Ichaigedhimtoproiniaethelriah  theaaoBlanoeof  the  Govenunent.  By 

an  err^r  . »  of  the  Govenunent,  being  directed  to  tianamit  to 

Geoenl  Hoche  whatever  ahould  reach  roe  ftom  that  conntiy,  it  ia  07 
doty  to  recdve  and  to  liaten  to  persona  who  come  from  it;  and  if  it 
doea  not  bdong  to  me  to  &thom  and  to  interpret  the  preeent  deaigna 
of  the  Goyemment,  I  cannot  avoid  it,  on  referring  to  what  ia  paat,  and 
venturing  to  draw  conclusions  respecting  the  future.  It  ia  conaittently 
with  the  idea  which  I  have  ot  my  duties  that  I  sent  Mr.  Lewina  and 
Mr.  Samnel  Fumes  to  General  Hoche.  As  at  that  time  all  the  newa- 
papen  announced  the  departure  of  Citizen  Ho^  for  Paris,  I  yielded  to 
the  aolidtation  of  the  latter,  and  gave  liim  a  paaq^  aa  an  American, 
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vpon  his  promise  not  to  make  use  of  it,  unless  in  case  fhai  lie  dMnld 
not  meet  with  General  Hoche  and  be  obliged  to  go  to  France. 

PS.  I  have  just  received  a  IVfemorial,  in  which  M.  Jagerhom  gives 
me  an  account  of  his  jowmc\ .  f  will  ^nd  it  to  yon  by  the  next  courier. 
That  estimable  Swoflc  has  again  nianifestwl  ^vciM  dcvotedness  to  the 
cause  of  liberty.  I  am  just  informed  that  i>(  vcral  Irish  hnve  arri  .  cil 
herCf  with  the  intention  of  embarking  in  Fr:incc  with  the  expedition 
which  they  sujijmiso  to  dc'^tined  for  Ireland.  Every  one  of  these 
patriots  calcnlatca  on  Imu'^z  usciul  by  his  ]KTsonal  iuflueaoe  in  several 
counties  of  the  island.  Whdi  I  must  particularly  urge,  citi^n  ininister, 
in  regard  to  this  business,  is,  at  least,  that  you  will  h:i\e  the 
fioodncsB  to  tliroct  me  as  to  Mr.  Hacnevin.  1  will  not  give  another  pass- 
port without  yuur  order. 


M,  Bdnhard  hM,d$la  CreUt, — Ra^poH  de  M.  Jagerhom, 

Hambourg,  26  Messidor  [July  IS  ] 
Monsieur  Jagerlu»rii,  aprbs  avoir  rendu  compte  dos  ottorts 
iuutiiea  pour  pi^ndtrer  en  Irlaiidc,  da  moyen  qu^  U  a  employ^, 
sans  oomproinettre  le  Becr^taire  de  sa  miBsion,  pour  comepondre 
ATM  Lord  Fiti^erald  dn  Toyage  de  oelui-oi  a  Londres,  et  I'aa- 
thenticit^  la  miaaioii  de  Mr.  ThompeoQ  [LewinB]  i^onte 
— quant  Ik  Tobjet  secondaire  de  ma  miBaion,  je  commeD9ai  par 
d^larer  It  Lord  Edward,  o(nifi>nii^ment  k  mee  instmctions,  que 
mon  objet  n'  ^toit  nulleinent  de  in'  inmniier  dans  ;iiipunp  confi- 
dence ou  relation  qui  pourroit  avoir  lieu  avoc  Ic  Gouvornenu'nt 
dp  la  Repnblique  Fran^oise,  mais  que  raou  devoir  etoit  dc  roce- 
Toir  toutefi  lea  oomniunications  qu^il  jugeroit  pour  Ics  int^r^ts 
4e  eon  pnyB  de  me  fiure.  II  me  r^ndit  qu'il  aaiBiroti  d'an- 
tant  ploa  ▼olontairement  eette  TOjre  de  fidre  parrenlr  lea  re» 
quudtiona  de  sea  compatriotee  an  GtoaTemement  Francois,  qa^ 
depuis  quelque  terns  taute  esp^  de  relation  avoit  enti^rement 
cees^.  II  r^ulte  de  tout  ce  que  m'  a  dit  Lord  F.  que  le  nom- 
bre  des  defcTi'seurs  de  la  confederation  dea  Irlandoi.^  s\au£rinente 
tons  les  jcmris,  et  qu''on  avoit  redoubl(5  en  ^nergie  k  nicaure  que 
le  Gouvemement  Anglois  oat  devenu  plus  vexatoire  et  pera^cu- 
tear.   La  eonfi^dtetion  form^  sons  le  nom  dea  United  Irish- 
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men,  Stabile  en  8oei4t^  dv  9^  peiwnnaB,  a  plemement  oigaiuB^ 
sa  fonne  «(  existenoe  politique.  Le  nombre  dea  hommes  qui 
80  Bont  d^TOD^  k  U  d^ense  dee  droiUi  de  lemr  patrie  approehe 
de  100,000  hommefl,  et  r^duits  ^  ceux  qui  peiiTent  porter  1m 
armee,  il  ee  monte  poor  le  moins  k  40,000  oombstAants.  Tonte 
la  natiuu  irlauduiso,  a  rexcoptiou  d'^individu.s  pi-^corrompiis 
par  le  Gouvemement  Aiiglois,  est  anim^e  du  ni^mo  osprit, 
mais  il  est  affligeant  de  remarquer  que  d&m  ce  uoinbre  des 
patriotes  11  n'  existe  que  12k  15,000  hommes  trte  mal  anu^. 
II  jr  a  que  7  pi^oee  d'artillerie  y  eompris  nn  monieri  et  an 
manque  total  dVfficieia  aapdrienra  et  de  g^nie.  Le  OottTeme- 
ment  Anglois  augmente  tons  lea  joora  la  ibroe  de  Tarm^  dans 
cette  Isle.  On  ^ralne  aetuellement  les  troupes  r^o^l^es  h,  40,000 . 
homines,  dont  cepciidaiit  parini  les  niilicrH  ]Ki\>.  ruisf^i  bien 
que  daus  lo  corpg  d'artillcrio,  un  grand  iioiabru  sont  dis|>os^  k 
adopter  les  Bcutiinuutij  des  Irlandois  uuis. 

*M1  est  clair  que  les  patriotes  Irlandois,  laiBses  k  eux-mdmes 
dans  les  cireonstances  presentee,  n'ont  pas  <{VLk  choisir  entre 
les  deux  altematiyes,  ou  d^  abaisser  lenr  patrie  Ik  ses  oppressenia, 
on  de  s^assnrer  par  nn  oonp  d^sesp^r^  le  sort  glorienx  de  perir 
pour  elle.  En  supposant  aossi  que  la  B^nblique  Fran^oise  et 
Bes  Allies,  sur  lesquels  la  Nation  Irlandoise  s^est  d^abord  en 
droit  de  compter,  Vi  uliiront  leur  douner  dea  secours,  voici 
quelles  Beroient  lours  deinainle8. 

Le  premier  article  consiste  en  armes  et  en  munition.  II 
seroit  possible  de  fiiire  partir  sur  des  vaisseaux  s^pards  des 
caigaisons  assorties ;  si  on  prend  denx  en  ehemin,  la  troisi^me 
arriyera.  (Test  dans  les  ports  de  Canrieldeigns,  Longbfbjle,  et 
de  LongliswiUy,  que  Y  on  leeevroit  aree  le  plus  de  facility  et 
d^avantage  les  secours  qae  V  on  ponrra  envoyer.  II  doit  exister 
1^  Brest  des  pilutes  Irlandois  experimentee  daus  Tobjot  de 
guider  dans  un  trajet  k  ces  trois  ports  les  vaisseaux  qui  y 
scroienl  destines. 

"  Le  second  article  consiste  en  bon  officiers  de  toute  esp^ce, 
nuds  piincipalement  de  g^e  et  d'artilleiie,  Quoiqne  les  Irian- 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


288  UBM0IB8  AND  C0BBS8P0NDENCE  OF  [1798. 


dois  oomptent  infiniment  Bar  leur  propre  feroe,  Hb  reoerront 
avec  gnuide  )oye  1m  troapes  et  les  vauMaax  de  lean  Alli^ 
qui,  ix>va  lemplir  leur  intention,  devoient  arriyer  dans  on  dee 
ports  snflnomm^,  la  partie  dn  Nord  tent  la  mieax  oi^ganb^. 
II  feut  remarqut  i  4U0  dans  le  port  dv  Loughfoyle  il  ne  peut  entrer 
que  de  petitfi  v;iiss«nuix  tinint  de  10  a  12  pieds  de  profond.* 

Monsieur  Jagerhoru  ajoute  h  ces  detAila  dee  reflexiona 
g^D^rales  ear  les  avantages  qui  naitroioiit  pour  la  Franoo  de 
rindependance  de  Tlrlande,  but  la  probability  da  anoote  dee 
deeoentea  qai  poarront  6tr»  determine  et  aar  le  parti  qa^oa 

poanoit  tirer  dee  diapoaitiona  de  cette  dana  lee  n^o- 

oiationa  wee  la  Grande  Breta^vne. 

THANSr.ATION. 

M.  Rehihard  to  M,  de  la  Crour. — Report  of  M.  Jagerhoru. 

Uambaxg,  26  J^Ics^sidor  [July  IS.] 
M.  Jagcrbom,  after  giving  an    count  of  h{.<;  usclc^  efforts  to  penetnte 
into  Ireland,  and  of  the  m^ns  which  he  cmplojred  to  do  so,  without  com- 
prmnUiig  the  tecrctnry  of  hi.<«  mission,  to  correspond  with  Lord  Fitzgerald 
upon  the  journey  of  the  latter  to  London,  and  the  authenticity  of 
the  miaoion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  [Lewins]  adda :   "  With  respect  to 
the  f»ccondary  object  of  uiy  mission,  I  began  with  dw'claring  to  Lord 
Edward,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  that  my  object  was  not  by  any 
means  to  insinuate  myself  into  any  confidence  or  relation  which  mij^ht 
have  taken  place  with  the  Go\ crumcut  of  the  French  Republic;  but  tlmt 
my  duty  was  to  receive  all  the  communicatiouii  which  he  should  jmlge 
it  to  be  for  the  interests  of  his  country  to  make  to  me.     He  replitd,  that 
he  would  the  more  willingly  take  tliat  way  of  transmitting  the  requisi- 
tions of  bis  countrymen  to  the  French  (Jovornment,  iKcause,  for  fwme 
time  past,  every  kind  of  rclatiou  hud  entirely  ceiu-ctl.    It  was  clear,  from 
all  that  Lord  F.  told  me,  that  the  numlK;r  oi  tiie  ilel'enders  of  the  Con- 
federation 1)1  liic  Irish  is  daily  increa:giug,  and  that  their  energy  had  re- 
doubled in  proportion  as  the  English  Government  is  becoiiu-  jk  rsecuting 
and  vexatious.   The  confederation  formed  under  the  nauie  ot  liie  United 
Irishmen,  establisbol  in  society  of  36  persons,  has  fully  organized  its  form 
and  poUtkel  erirtctiee.  The  number  of  the  men  who  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  defence  <^  the  rights  of  theur  country  amoonts  to  nearly 
1 00,000 ;  and,  reduced  to  those  who  are  capable  of  hearing  arms,  it  oompre- 
hendi  tt  least  40,000 oomhataiits.  The  whole  Irish  nation,  with  theesnep- 
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tioQ  of  persons  B^r»*«ainpCed  by  the  Enf^iih  G<rrar^^ 
the  same  spirit ;  but  it  is  afHicting  to  teoMk  ihtA,  among  this  number  of 
patriotii  from  twelTe  to  fifteen  thousand  men  tn  Y&cy  badly  aimed. 
There  are  but  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  including  one  mortar,  and  there 
is  a  total  want  of  aaperior  officers  and  of  engineers.  The  English  Govern- 
ment is  daily  angmenting  the  force  of  the  army  in  that  island.  The 
icgtdar  troops  are  at  present  estimated  at  40,000  men,  of  which,  however, 
the  militia  of  the  country  and  the  corps  of  artillery,  in  great  mimber,  are 
disposed  to  adopt  the  sentiments  of  the  United  Irishmen. 

"  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  Irish  patriots  left  to  themselves,  in 
the.  present  circumstances,  have  the  choice  between  but  two  alternatives, 
either  to  abase  their  country  to  its  oppressors,  or  to  ensure  to  themselves, 
by  a  desjHrrate  effort,  the  ploriniis  fate  of  jxjrishiug  for  it.  Supposing 
also  that  the  Frencli  lUi)ublic  and  its  allies,  on  whom  the  Irish  nntion 
has  first  a  ri<^ht  to  l  eckon,  were  willing  to  afford  as&dstance,  their  demands 
would  be  these : — 

*'  The  first,  article  by  article,  consists  of  arms  and  ammunition.  It 
would  be  possible  to  despatch,  in  sejKiralc  vessels,  assorts!  cargoes:  if  two 
were  taken  b}  the  >vay,  the  tliiid  might  arrive.  It  is  in  the  port^  of 
Carricklergus,  Loughruyk,  and  Loughswiily  that  any  succours  wliich 
might  be  sent  would  be  received  with  most  facility  and  advantage.  There 
must  be  at  Brest  Irish  pilots  sent  off  to  steer  to  those  three  ports  the 
Teneb  boond  to  them. 

**  Tbe  seeond  aitide  eoDiiala  of  good  offieen  of  all  aorts,  particularly  of 
enginoecf  and  aitinery.  ThOQ^  tim  Xridi  luKve  infinite  reUaooe  on  their 
own  etxtngth,  they  will  reedve  with  great  joy  the  tioope  and  abipa  of 
their  alliea^  whieh,  in  order  to  fblfil  their  inteattons,  ongbt  to  arrive  in 
the  above-mentioned  ports,  the  northern  province  being  the  best  or- 
ganised. It  ahonld  be  obaerved  that  only  small  v««els^  drawing  from 
10  to  12  ftet  water,  can  enter  the  port  of  Looghfoyle.** 

To  theae  detai]%  M.  Jigerhom  adds  general  reflections  on  the  advan- 
tages which  noold  aeerae  to  Fnmee  from  the  independence  of  Irdand* 
OD  the  pcobalnliijy  of  the  encecasof  the  eipeditiooa  whidt  may  be  deter- 
mined Qp<m,  and  on  the  benefit  to  be  derived  fitnn  the  dispositions  of  tha- 
 [nation]  in  the  negoeiatione  with  Great  Britain. 

M.  BeinkarditM,  4$  la  Croia. 

Hiamboaxg,  6  Thermidor  [July  28.] 
Monnenr  CHaogue  [Geoghegau]  mari  da  la  acsnr  do  TlriaDt 
dois  Tone,  est  venu  me  porter  one  lettn  dst^  do  Del&yl,  qui 
VOL.  I.  u 
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lui  annonoe  que  trois  Irkmdois,  oomptant  M  rendre  en  Fianee 
par  Hambouig,  et  e^^tant  trouY^B  ear  le  paqnebot  ADglaia  le 
Dauphin,  pris  par  oil  Ootsaire  Fra&faia,  yont  piobablement  6tre 
conduite  Dankerqne.  Madame  Giaujs^ae  disant  oonnaHre  V^efi- 

ture  do  la  Icttre,  j'ai  cm  tic  voir  vous  rcudru  compte  du  ce  fait. 

Monsieur  Diikctt,  a  co  (]ik'  jo  crois,  est  encore  ici.  II  in''avait 
remis  uue  icttre  pour  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine,  qui  ^taat  m 
clair  et  ne  disant  rien  de  nouveau,  est  rest^  entre  mes  mains. 

J\ytM  propose  a  Monaienr  M^Nariii  de  se  rapprocber  de 
MoDBiear  Dnkett,  II  a  refuel  en  ajontant  qo*]!  renoontrerait 
en  Irlande  le  m6me  reina  it  moins  qu^il  ne  ee  joatifiat  de  sa 
mission  de  la  part  dn  Gbavemement  Francis.  Monsienr 
Duckett  doit  avoir  ccrit  au  Miuiritrc  de  la  Marine  pour  de- 
man  der  de  Targent  qui  lui  est  absolumeut  n^essaire  pour  son 
voyage. 

TRANSLATION, 

Af.  Kemhard  to  M.  de  la  Croir. 

Hamburg,  G  Thcmiidor  [July  23.] 
M.  Giaugue  [Greoghegan  ?]  husband  of  the  sister  of  Tone,  the  Irish- 
man, has  just  brought  me  a  letter,  dated  DeHVyl,  infunning  him  that 
three  Irishmen,  intcnduiu^  to  po  to  France  by  way  ut  Hamburg,  and  l>eing 
on  board  the  En^^lish  packet,  the  Dauphin,  taken  I  y  i  French  privateer, 
will  probably  \yc  taken  into  Dunkirk.  Mrs.  Giaug^ue  saying  that  she 
knew  the  handwriUng  of  the  letter,  I  havt;  thought  it  my  duty  to  apprixe 
you  of  til  is  fact. 

Mr.  Duckett,  as  T  believe,  is  still  here.  lie  has  transmitted  to  me  a 
letter  for  the  Minister  of  the  Marine,  which,  being  cn  ciatr,  uud  suyuig 
nothing  new,  has  i  tniamed  in  my  hands. 

I  proponed  to  'Sir.  Macncvin  to  reconcile  himself  with  Mr.  Dnckett. 
He  has  rcfuised  to  do  so,  adding  that  be  should  meet  with  the  like  refiual 
in  Ireland,  unless  he  should  justify  bis  nuMion  on  the  pirt  of  the  Frendi 
GoTcmmcnt.  Mr.  DuckeCt  was  to  have  written  to  the  Minuter  of  the 
Marine  to  apply  for  inoiiey>  which  i»  absolutely  aecessaiy  fbr  hie  joom^ys. 

Meinkard  d  TaUeifraad. 

Hambooig,  18  Thennidor  (Joly  90). 
Des  trois  Irlandois  dont  je  voua  ai  annono^  rarrivte  par  le 
dernier  oonrier,  deux  aont  partb  poor  ;  le  troiaiime  se 
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propose  de  fetonmer  dans  son  pays.  Dn  moment  oft  Moudeiir 
Giaugne  lea  avoit  inform^  que  leiir  oompatriote  Thompeon 
alloit  sVmbarquer  sur  la  flotte  HoUandoiae,  ils  raontroient  uiio 
gniiide  impatience  de  le  rejoindre.  Je  nfy  opposois  d'autaiit 
nioina  quo  je  inVtois,  pour  ain«i  dire,  interdis  la  t'aculte  de  leur 

doimer  den  pa^aeporta  pour  la  Fianoe.  Le  avec  lequel, 

au  reste,  je  ne  snia  entrd  dana  mean  detail  sur  lee  afiairea 
d^Irlande,  lenr  a  donn^  dee  passeports  et  dee  lettiee.  J^ai 
dVintant  plus  enoowrag^  la  leaolittioii  que  le  tioinbme  a  prb  de 
retonrner  en  Irlande,  qu^U  avoit  all^^  comma  motif  prin- 
cipal de  leur  voyage  la  n^ssit^  de  calmer  les  inquietudes  de 
la  ma'^se  des  Irlandois  unis,  qui  n'*^tant  instruits  ui  du  voyage 
de  Mr.  Thompson  u'l  de  celui  de  Mr.  Villiams,  commenfoicnt  ^ 
murmurer  de  riuditl'erence  qu'  on  montroit  h  regard  de  la 
France.  Le  depart  de  eea  nanveanx  envoyds  fat  done  lesoln, 
et  rendu  pnblie,  pom  ranimer  lea  eaprita.  Celui  qui  letonniera 
ayoit  raaaembld  aases  de  donn^  pour  prodnire  cei  effet.  Tout 
lea  troia,  ajant  quittd  Dublin  un  jour  ayant  M.  Villiama,  n^'ont 
pleinement  confirm^  les  informationB  donndea  par  oenx  qui  lee 
ont  pr^ced^s.  Ce  sout  des  hommes  dont  la  bonue  t'oy  et  Ten- 
ergie  sont  einpreintes  sur  le  visas:©,  et  qui,  sous  une  appareiice 
de  froideur,  cachent  un  euthousiasme  pour  la  liberty  dont  on 
doit  quelquefoii  fiioiUter  la  flamme. 

PS.  En  me  rapportant  k  ce  que  j^ai  dit  au  anjet  de  Mr. 
Duckett  dans  mee  lettres  prMdenteS)  f  ai  Fhonneur  de  tous 
pasaer  U  lettre  d-jointe,  qn'^il  deatine  an  Oitoyen  Truguet. 

TRANSLATION. 

a,  Reinhard  to  M,  Talleyrand} 

Hambnig,  18  Thermidor  [SO  July]. 

Tiro  of  the  tluee  IriduDen  cf  wlioM  anivil  I  inibniied  yon 

eonrier,  \m  set  out  for  ;  the  tliiid  proposes  to  retara  to  Us 

own  oomitry.  From  the  nuunent  ihit  Giangne  apprised  them  that  tbdr 
eouBtiyinaa  Thonpscm  ifw  sitont  to  sndwi^ 

*  Talleyrand  had  just  been  appointed  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in 
place  of  11  de  la  Croix. 

u  2 
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nifcslcd  great  inipnticnce  to  n  lom  lam.  I  niade  the  less  opjwsition  to 
this,  because  I  ^^     turbiddcDf  as  it  were,  to  give  thcni  paisport^  for  France. 

The  ,  with  whom,  for  the  rest,  T  have  not  entered  into  ain  i^t ail 

concerning  the  aflairs  ot  Ireland,  ga^o  them  passports  and  letters.  1  en- 
couraged 80  much  the  more  the  rt,<  duti  n  which  the  third  hji>  taken  to 
return  to  irelaud,  U.cau&«j  he  had  alleged  a.s  the  princijwl  motive  of  their 
journey  the  necessity  for  relieving  the  uneaain^  of  the  mass  of  the 
United  Irisli,  who,  not  beintr  informed  cither  of  Mr,  Thompson^  journey, 
or  that  of  Mr.  William-,  WcLran  t*'  luuriuur  at  ihc  uulitivrencc  which  was 
shown  in  rtgaid  to  1  laiiCL.  The  departure  of  tliese  three  new  envoys 
was  therefore  resolved  upon  and  made  public,  to  cheer  their  spirits.  He 
who  is  to  return^  has  collected  data  sufficient  to  produce  that  effect.  All 
three,  having  left  Dublin  a  day  before  Mr.  William^  they  have  not  fully 
flonflimed  tlie  inlbzination  given  by  those  who  preceded  them.  They  are 
men  who  htvt  good  Mth  and  energy  impmndapoA  their  Ikees,  and  who, 
under  w  appetnum  of  eoldnees,  disguise  an  cotfaaeiaBni  ftr  fiberly,  the 

Bcbrriqg  to  what  I  hanreaaid  in  my  preoedhig  kttem  reapeetiog  Uir. 
Dnehett,  I  hiTo  the  honour  to  fbnraid  to  yon  the  anneaed  letter,  which 
he  deatues  fiv  GItiien  Truguet. 


Au  CiiOjfen  Truffuet,  Ea;-mini$tr0  de  la  Marine  et  de»  Calonm* 
C  eert  aT60  le  plus  vif  regret  que  je  viena  d'  appi^di^  ]e 
ohangonent  qui  est  effeotutf  dana  le  Ministte  de  Ui  Marine. 
C*  est  moins  lee  oonaidtetioos  partieiili^rea  que  la  erainte  de  no 
pas  troQTer  dans  Totre  saocesaeiir  le  mdme  attaohement  anx  prin- 
cipes,  le  m^me  zele  pour  la  cause  de  la  liberty,  et  le  mdme  d^ir 
d'et.'iblir  T independance  de  iiiu  |i:itrie  (][ui  nf  int<?re.?sent  si  for- 
tcmeiit  h  voire  sortie  du  MiiiistcTc.  Que  dois-je  peuser  de  oe 
chaon^ment  I  Le  gouverueuieut  eet-il  toujours  rdsolu  de  suivre 
les  mdmes  plans  et  lea  m^mcs  projets!  Ma  patrie  peut^elk 
eompter  sur  ses  promesses !  Faites  moi  savoir,  je  tous  le  d^ 
mande  au  nom  de  la  liberty  oe  qui  me  reste  It  fiiiie.  Iiai.je  ehes 
moi  pour  hater  P  ^poque  auquel  nous  Toulons  tons  arriTer  ?  B^. 
fl^chissez  quMI  n  y  a  que  des  patriotes  et  des  ennemis  d' Angle- 
terre  qui  risquent  qnelque  chose :  c'  est  leiir  sang  aeul  qui  coulera. 
•)e  vieus  de  recevoir  une  lettre  d'  un  ami  qui  marche  dans  le 
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mfymd  aens  que  moi.  H  m'*aBBiire  qud  la  n^gociation  actmelie 
a  jetM  ralarme  pami  lea  patriotoB.  Sea  effete  ne  ee  boraent 
pas  It  la  eUese  non  ^daii^.  He  se  font  eentir  partont.  Lee 
indiTidus  lee  mienx  inetniits  n'^en  sont  paa  exempts.  Ceaz-la 

aussi  commenoent  k  entretenir  leurs  dontes  et  leur  craintes. 
Que  je  sache,  citoyen,  de  (juelk?  iiiaoi^rc  je  pourrai  les  rassurer. 

Les  craintes  i^uc  i'avoi-  de  ne  pouvoir  convertir  en  argent 
Yotre  billet  se  HOiit  lualiicurcusement  realis^^es.  Je  Tai  pre- 
eeute  au  Citoyen  Beinhard.  Je  lai  ai  expose  ce  que  j'  ^tais  et 
ee  fuefaUau  fdUrs,  Je  Ini  at  montrd  combien  il  ^it  n^cea- 
eaire  que  je  qnittasse  Hambotug.  II  m*  a  i^ndn  que  aea 
moyena  peraonnels  ne  le  pemettaient  pas  do  pouvoir  agr^r  a 
ma  d^ande,  en  ajontant  qa^  il  ne  ponToit  pas  agir  pulsque  je 
li'  avais  pjis  uiie  lettre  paiticulit;re  pour  lui.  Cependant  jo  ne 
lui  etai«  pa«  tout-^-fait  inconnu.  II  m'avait  d^jil  vu  au 
Coniit(5  de  Saint  Public.  11  etait  iiienie  charge  de  t'aire  un 
rapport  pour  moi  par  le  commifiaaire  dea  relations  iut^eures. 
Toua  ces  moti&  ont  &lt  place  aux  raisons  que  sa  pmdenoe  lui 
avait  sngg^r^  li  men  ^gard.  Je  sois  an  deeespoir  de  ce  qne  je 
ne  me  trouve  paa  anjonid*bm  ^  ma  destination.  Vous  savez 
oombien  je  m^int^reese  k  cette  cause:  ma  pitenee  deviendra 
ntile  ^  la  n^essit^  de  noa  amis.  Je  n*  attends  qne  votre  ptf- 
ponse  pour  partir.  Je  vous  prierais  seulement  de  pailer  de 
moi  a  votre  suceesseur,  de  hii  exi>i>>"  r  iiia  situation  et  mes 
besoius,  afin  qu^  il  preune  en  consideration  les  ddpenses  que  je 
seraiB  n^essit^  de  fiiire ;  car,  une  foU  arrive  d  monpotte^  il  me 
deviendra  pent-^re  impoaaible  de  feceroir  de  aea  aeeonn.  Je 
▼ons  d^ande  done  qn'*il  me  metto  h  Tabri  des  ^T^emens,  en 
ftisant  ramettre  a  Hambonig  nne  somme  qni  me  donne  les 
mojens  d'*exi8ter  et  d^agir.  II  ne  m"*  appartient  pas  de  la 
fixer.  C  est  lui  dans  sa  sagesse  de  voir  quelle  somme  mo 
sera  n^cessaire  et  indispensable  pour  les  ddpenses  de  six  mois. 
II  me  devient  inutile  de  vous  assurer  de  men  attachement  h 
la  cause,  et  de  la  haute  consideratioii  que  j^ai  pour  tous  per- 
sonnellement. 
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PS.— AdwMM  Totie  r^ponse  an  Citoy«o  Beinhafd :  e  ert 
liii  que  M  chaiy^  d«  rotm  ftir»  pwer  oette  lettre* 

TRAKSLATIOX. 

To  Ciiizen  Tniguety  Ex-minister  of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies. 

It  IB  with  the  deepest  ngret  that  I  hare  jost  learned  the  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  ministry  of  the  Marine.  It  is  not  so  much  indi- 
yidual  considerations,  as  the  fear  of  not  finding  in  your  socoessar  the 
mmc  attachment  to  the  principles,  and  the  same  for  the  cause^  of 
liberty,  and  the  same  desire  to  establish  the  indept'Tifk  nce  of  my  country, 
an  l  tliat  I  take  so  strong  an  interest  in  your  quitting  the  ministry. 
\\  ti.it  am  I  to  think  of  tbi-^  cban'^'i>?  Is  the  Government  still  resolved 
to  prosecute  the  sarin  ])lrin«  aiiJ  the  same  projects?  Can  my  country 
rely  U|W)n  it'-  jiromisLsr  Let  mc  kuow^  I  beseech  you,  in  the  name  of 
liherty,  wliai  i-  to  be  done.  Shall  I  go  home  to  accelerate  the  period  lor 
the  arrival  of  wl  ich  we  are  all  6olicitou«?  Consider  that  it  is  only 
patriots  and  enemies  ut  Kogland  who  risk  anything:  it  is  their  blood 
that  will  liow. 

I  have  jast  received  a  letter  from  a  frit  inl.  who  is  pnrsuintr  tht  same 
course  as  myself.  He  assures  me  that  the  present  ncgociation  has  throwu 
aluriii  iiaiong  the  patriots.  Its  effects  arc  not  confineU  to  the  unen- 
lightened class.  They  are  felt  everywhere.  The  best-informed  persons 
are  not  exempt  from  them.  These,  too,  begin  to  entertain  their  doubts 
and  their  f^rs.  Let  me  know,  citizen,  in  wlwl  BMMier  I  ean  ehcer  them. 
The  fears  I  bad  krt  I  ihonld  ooi  be  aUe  lo  Mnvert  your  UU  into 
money  tre  unfertuoately  iceillBed.  I  have  pfCMated  it  to  (StiMD 
Rdnhard,  explained  to  him  who  I  was,  and  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I 
showed  him  how  neeemiy  it  was  that  I  shonld  leave  Hamburg.  He 
replied  that  hie  penonal  meaoe  did  not  permit  him  to  comply  with  my 
application,  adding  that  he  eonld  not  act,  becanie  I  bad  not  a  partacobr 
letter  for  bim.  ITeTertbelem,  I  wie  not  wholly  unknown  to  bim.  Ue 
bad  already  seen  me  it  the  Committee  of  Pohlic  Welfhre.  He  was  even 
cbaiged  by  the  ConmMoner  of  Ihtemal  Bdaliona  to  make  a  report  lor 
me.  All  tiieie  modvea  gave  way  to  the  reaeoiii  wbieb  bis  pnideiiee  bad 
eoggealed.to  bbn  in  nguA  to  me.  I  am  grievondy  mortifled  that  I  am 
not  at  thia  moment  at  the  place  of  my  deetioation.  Tom  know  bow 
deqdy  I  intcreat  myself  in  thia  oanae:  my  preeoice  will  be  eondndve  to 
the  tneoem  of  our  frienda.  I  wait  for  nothing  hut  your  answer  to  aet 
ont.  I  woold  merely  reqaeet  yen  to  speak  aboat  me  to  your  loeoeiior, 
to  exphun  to  hun  my  situation  and  my  neoesntieai  in  order  that  be  may 
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take  into  consideratnii  the  ezpenoes  which  I  shall  he  aheolutely  obliged 
to  ineur;  ibr,  when  once  arrived  at  my  post,  it  will  perhaftbe  impofisible 
for  me  to  receive  aasistance  from  him.  I  therefore  of  you  to  make 
htm  put  me  beyond  the  reach  of  accUIcntN,  hy  causing  a  sum  that  will 
nffnrd  me  the  means  of  subsisting  and  acting  to  be  remitted  to  Hamburg. 
It  docs  not  l>elong  to  me  to  fix  it.  It  is  for  him  in  his  wisdom  to  sec 
what  sum  will  be  neccfwary  ami  indispensable  for  the  cxpencc5?  of  «ix 
months.  It  would  be  supertluous  to  assure  you  of  my  ;itt;ichnK ut  to 
the  cause»  and  of  the  bipb  consideration  which  I  have  for  you  jHjr:>(iiially. 

PS. — Address  your  answ  er  to  Citizen  iiemhard :  it  is  he  who  under- 
takes to  forward  this  letter  to  you. 


L'  apparition  clea  Fran^aia  dans  la  bayo  dc  Baiitry  a  encou- 
rage les  Irlandois  \es  mo'ma  energiqucs  et  leur  a  fait  concovoir 
r  esp^nuico  de  secouer  le  joag  de  V  Anij:leteriie.  L'  ^v^nement 
a  prony^  oombien  ^it  &iu8e  V  id6e  qu^  on  ne  ponvoit  envahir 
r  IrUuide  qu^an  moyeii  d'^iine  flotte  sap^euie,  mais  le  lieu  do 
d^barqnement  a  6td  n  maL  mand^  que  nous  ne  pooTons  attri- 
bner  rentrte  de  la  flotte  It  Bantry  Bay  qa^it  la  n^eessit^  de 
cliorcher  un  asyle  centre  la  temp^te.  Si  T  on  entreprenoit  une 
nouvelle  expedition  avec  lo  dessein  de  prendre  Cork,  nous 
indiqucnons  Oyster  Haven. 

Je  n^iusisterai  pas  but  les  avantages  qu'otfro  ce  lieu  de 
d^barquement,  parcequMIs  seront  detailles  par  Mr.  Thompson 
Lewins]  notre  pldnipotentiaire.  Je  diiai  aeulement  que 
depids  son  depart  on  a  ^ev^  quetques  onvnges  anx  environs 
de  Btotry,  qu''on  y  a  plae^  de  canons,  et  qn''il  exiete  une 
position  h  Permoy,  et  uno  autre  sur  la  route  de  Mallow.  Sui- 
vant  les  militaires,  uue  pr  tite  force  peut  y  resistcr  a  unc  beau- 
coiip  plus  considerable.  T)'un  autre  cot^,  le  systfeme  des 
iriandois  unis  a  iait  de  grands  ot  rapides  progr^s  dans  le 
oomt^  de  Oork.  Bandon  est  derenu  on  antro  Belfiist.  Le 
syet^me  est  tr^  bien  ^tabli  dans  les  eomt^s  de  Tipperaiy  et 
*  Dr.  IfNevin**  Memorid,  eddicHed  to  the  Ftandi  Direetoiy. 
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do  Limerick,  parti<  nlir  rement  dans  la  ville  dc  Limerick,  mais 
daus  ioutes  cos  places  les  habitaoB  maii<|uent  enti^remait 
d^annM,  el  ne  pourroieat  agir  que  lonqne  les  Fnui^ais  «t- 
raieni  obtenn  qnelqne  snoe^.  Nous  ne  aoiif  leadmui  reepon- 
Babies  qae  de  la  oo-eptetion  dee  places  qae  nous  d^signoas 
oomine  en  ^tant  eapables.  Nous  r^p^ns  que  est  le  Ncnd  et 
la  ©Ate  du  nord-ouest .  Dans  la  province  d'Ulster  il  y  a  1 50,000 
IiIati  loiH  unis  or^iis^s  et  enrolls:  une  ^rande  partie  est  en- 
rei,niiitiitoe ;  uii  tiers  pourroil  Mirtir  de  la  province,  et  tous  y 
vont  avec  activity.  CarriokierguB  seroit  un  maavais  lieu  de 
debarquement :  la  mer  entre  cette  place  et  V  £cos8e  est  ti^ 
^troite,  et  la  navigation  n^  en  est  pas  tr^  s6m  avee  les  Tents  de 
nord-onest.  Le  chateau  de  Cburrid^fergus  a  nne  gamison  qnoi- 
qu^elle  ne  soit  pas  tite  forte*  Belfiut  aanssi  nne  gamison 
d*  environ  denz  mille  hommee.  Dans  le  camp  de  Blasis,  qui 
est  fort  et  bien  situ^,  il  y  a  aussi  2000  homnies.  Entre 
Hilsboroiijrh,  Lisbum,  Duncannon,  Charlemont,  Armagh,  et 
Newry,  il  pent  y  avoir  le  double  des  forces  qui  so  tronvent  k 
Blasis;  de  sorte  que  renuemi,  s'^il  dtoit  forc^  de  se  retii^r, 
ooncentzeroit  ses  forces  en  se  repliant  sur  la  capitale.  CP  est 
nn  de  oes  districts  oil  le  penple  est  le  pins  surreill^  par  le 
militaire,  qni  est  ponr  la  pins  grande  partie  compost  d^Anglois 
et  d^Eoossois — k  la  Ycrit^  ils  ehangent  sonvent  de  gamison ; 
male  le  gonvemement  a  tonjonrs  en  la  prudence  d*  entretenir 
uu  uoiubre  considerable  de  troupes  etraiigcres  diiii.s  le  Nord. 

entree  de  Lou£^h  Foyle  est  difficile,  ct  les  habitans  du 
Nord  disent  que  le  port  u'  en  est  pas  bon,  quoique  le  pays  qui 
renvironne  soit  dan^  lo  meilleur  ^tat.  Lough  S willy  est  un 
des  meillenrs  ports  de  T  isle,  et  les  dispositions  des  habitans  y 
sent  exoellentes. 

Si  Ton  ez^ntoit  nn  debarquement  Ik  PEst,  le  petit  pays 
entre  Lon^h  Swilly  et  Lough  Foyle  se  leveroit  en  masse.  II 
est  -  nhoiidant  en  chevaux  et  en  bctail,  mais  il  y  a  une 
gamison  a  Derrv  dVn\'iron  1200  ^  1500  honnnes,  qui  p  turroit 
disputer  le  passage  ^troit  k  la  ville.  Au  rcstc,  on  y  trouveroit 
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peut-etre  encore  le  regiment  de  Tipperary,  fort  de  700  hommes 
et  devout  ^  son  pays* 

Si  le  d^barquement  se  feroit  an  midi,  la  maiehe  Mtmt  plna 
diffidle  e(  pliu  loDgae,  mais  on  tmenaroit  oependant  nn  pays 
ami,  et  dont  le  peuple  s'^empraMeioit  de  ae  rdniur  a  rarm^ 
Fran^oise.  Killybegs  seroit  aussi  nn  ezoeDent  lien  de  d^ 
barquemeut :  il  n  y"*  a  point  do  troupes  dans  le  voisinaijo  ;  touis 
les  habitans  sont  unis,  et  leg  comt(5s  Tyrone,  Fernianach,  et 
Monaghan,  sont  au  noinbre  des  nieill^  urs.  Le  dcriiior  a 
dprouvd  de  tr^  longues  pci*secution8.  bi  les  tbrcea  principales  * 
^toient  debarqudcs  h  Killybegs,  U  fandroit  envi^er  environ 
1400  hommes  Sligo,  ^ui  n'  est  gard^  ^ne  par  nn  petit  nombre 
de  tronpes* 

Le  pays  depnis  13k  jnsqn'k  Lough  Allen  et  Gamck-on-SluaH 
non,  est  ti^  bien  dispose.    Si  Pantenr  de  ee  Memoirs  aooom- 

pagnoit  r  expedition,  ce  seroit  dans  cette  deruicre  partie  qu  'il 
pretercroit  de  desceudre.  II  y  a  pris  des  arrangements  avec  ses 
amis  tels  (pi'  on  poiirroit  drnm  detix  ou  trois  jours  rasseniblcr 
jaBqu''2k  10,000  honmiee,  et  tomber  sur  Knniskillen  ou  tel  autre 
place  oonvenable.  Le  lao»  qni  ne  pent  se  passer  qn^a  Ennis- 
killen,  a  40  miUes  de  long.  Le  pays  sitnA  derri^re  est  ti^ 
fertile  et  tite  bien  dispose.  11  offiroit  la  msilleure  plaee  pour 
oiganiser  Tarm^  Irlandoise  dn  Nord.  Beanooup  de  tronpes 

Anglaises  seront           [couples]  et  en  ftisant  nn  pas  1^  la 

gauche,  du  cote  de  Dundalk,  on  Jissureroit  de  tout  lo  conit<^ 
Ulster.  II  n**  y  ^  rien  do  plus  facile  quo  V  entree  daus 
Galway,  mais  la  continuation  des  vents  d'  ouest  rend  difficile 
d^en  sortir.  La  noblesse  de  ce  eomt^  est  tr^  aristocrate  et 
les  panvres  plus  henrenx  qne  tons  aillenis.  La  oo-operation 
ne  se  d^id^roit  pas  Uhs  promptement,  mais  on  n^^ronTerait 
anoune  r^sistanee. 

Je  parle  de  tont  cela  avee  Tassnnmoe  qne  me  domient  mes 
rapports  dc  fauiille  et  mea  connoissances  estiniables.  Le  systfeme 
d' union  est  (^i^alement  dans  le  Conitc  (ialway  et  y  fait  jour- 
uellement  des  progr^.  Le  Coiute  Ruscommou  indurgeroit  en- 
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ti%reineiit^eeqiiifiMsilitoitlfl0op^cMionBdeGal«a>y.  DMpUoet 
design^  ci-dems,  eelks  <nI  nous  ft?oii8  !•  plus  d*aniiM  sonl 
Louth,  Annagh,  Westmeath,  Kildue,  le  Comt^  Royal,  et  la 
▼ille  de  Dablin.    M eaA  est  bien  ot^ganis^,  et  dans  tontea  om 

places  on  ue  trouve  pas  moins  que  100,000  Irlandob  unis  et 
pr^ts  ^  marcher.  MAme  dans  les  lieux  oil  le  syst^me  dee 
Irlandois  unis  u'est  pas  eiiti^rement  aduptu,  uu  peut  compter  sur 
la  oo-op^ration  des  claBsee  pauvree  et  mitoyennes.  Lear  hame 
povr  le  deBpotisme  Anglois  et  les  vexations  qu^  il  en  impose  de 
la  part  de  lean  Seignema  fidt  qne  les  plus  ignofans  d^  eatre 
enx  agissent  daoB  le  mAme  sens  que  lea  B^blicaiiiB  lee  plus 

eelauds   Les  pr^tres  CathoUqaes,  qai  out  oeesd  d^dtre 

alarms  par  les  calomnies  repaudues  sur  rirrelieriondes  Francois, 
ont  adopts  les  principes  du  peuplc  dunt  i\s  d*.  pendent ;  ih  sout 
en  gdndral  bous  Republicains  :  ils  ont  rendu  des  grands  services 
en  propageaut  avec  uu  zele  discret  le  syst^me  d^union ;  et  Us 
ont  determine  Ic  people  2^  pr&ter  le  serment  impost  par  la 
foroe  [sans  le  foroer!]  de  mioacer  en  rien  it  sea  prinoipee  et  it 
aes  ptojeta.  En  on  mot,  le  pays  lenfbime  beanconp  d**  hommea 
propres  It  former  de  grandes  et  de  paiBsantea  armdes.  II  ne 
manque  que  les  moyens  ndoessiuTes  poor  les  mettre  stir  pied, 
des  armes  de  toute  esspbee,  dva  clicvaux,  de  Farsjent,  et  des 
offieiers  generaux.  La  recouuoiHsance  des  Irlnndois,  dont  lo 
earact^re  loyal  est  bien  connu,  sera  etemelie  pour  toat  ce  que 
la  Fnmee  a  fidt  et  promet  de  faire  enoore  pour  enx—- tear 
reeonnoissanoe  pour  V  int^rftt  gdo^renx  et  vif  qae  V  Espagne  a 
bien  yoaln  prendre  it  leor  affidre  cat  igtXemenA  aine^.  La  na- 
tion Iilandoise  regarde  les  d^^enses  qni  ont  ^td  fiutee  et  oellee  qui 
le  seront  encore  comme  nn  prM  qn^elle  engage  h  remboorser. 

Nous  II  avous  aucuu  chaiigtuieul  a  fairo  a  ce  qui  a  ete  d6ja 
dit  au  sujet  des  troupes  que  nous  ddsirons.  Nous  a,ioutcrou8 
eeulement  que  TAugletcrre  a  envoye  un  uombre  eun.siderable 
de  nouvelles  troupes,  dont  une  graude  partio  consiste  en  ca* 
Valerie.  11  est  h,  remarquer  que  la  cavalerie  qui  se  trouve  dans 
oe  pays  monte  it  environ  6,000  hommes,  aaus  compter  les  vo* 
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lontalree.   La  moiti^  de  eemx-ci  aont  Iriandois,  el  Be 
wuroieiit  oertainement  ^  lean  eompvtriotet,  a'  il  y  avmt  quelqne 
i^psreiice  de  enoids.  D^apite  oda,  none  pemnrions  qn^il  &udnit 
aetaelleineiit  pins  de  8,000  lioiniiies  de  tionpea  Fran^oiaes  si 

nous  ne  croyons  pas  que  le  iiombre  doive  6tre  pory  10,000, 
avte  im  train  considerable  d'artillerie  volante.  Nous  anrions 
bcsoin  d^  un  ^iat-major  nombreux,  d'  ingenieurs  et  d'ofiieiers 
gjin^rma..  Nous  d^sirons  que  T  expedition  soit  command^e 
par  le  G^n^ral  Hoche,  e(  qii'*on  loi  adjoint  lee  offiaers  Irlandoia 
que  le  GoaTemement  jnge  k  mdriter  ea  eonfiaooe  par  letir 
fidiWt^  et  leats  talents.  Nans  desiioiis  anssi  qo'on  s^atat  dans 
lea  prisons  les  matelote  Irlandois  de  leors  eamaradee  Anglois, 
et  qu"*  apr^s  les  avoir  s^par^s,  on  proposat  aux  premiers  d'  ac- 
compajrncr  V  expedition  lorsqu'^lle  sera  pr^tc  a  passer.  II 
faudroit  que  le  general  publia  une  ])roclaination  an  nom  do 
GouTemement,  dans  laquelle  il  declareroit  qae  les  Francois 
\i(  nnont  en  quality  d^aUi^  pour  ddivrer  et  non  pOUr  oonqu^rir 
r  Irlande.  Cette  prodamation  devoit  anssi  engager  les  Ir- 
landois "k  proodder  de  suite  a  V  dtaUissement  d\in  Goavenie- 
ment  national,  et  on  annoneefait  T  intention  d^agir  eomme  le 
fit  Bochambean  en  Amerique.  Gette  proeLunation  prodniroit 
an  tr^  grand  efict. 

11  est  necessaire  d^  accelerer  1"  cxpeiiilion  autant  que  possible, 
car  les  administrateurs  Anglois  et  Irlaudois  font  toos  lears 
efforts  poor,  fiure  oroire  Ik  one  partie  du  pays  que  V  antre  est 
enti^rement  aomnis.  lis  j  ont  i^nsat  en  d^raisant  enti^re- 
ment  les  bnreaoz,  lee  imprimeries,  et  tont  ee  qni  serroit 
ik  la  publication  de  PEtoile  dn  Nord  et  en  mena9ant  de 
renonTeller  eet  ontnige  si  oe  Papier  reparoissoit  enoore. 
lis  incarcerent  sous  les  plus  Idgers  pr^textes  les  editeurs 
des  Papiors  qui  oscnt  denoncer  leurs  abus  d'autorit^.  Cest  ee 
qui  est  arrive  en  dernier  lieu  a  Gilbert,  editeur  de  V Evening 
Ant,  O^est  par  cos  raoyens  qu'^il  parvient  h  en  iinposer 
nne  portion  da  peuplc  sur  les  dispositions  de  V  autre ;  et  il 
y  a  lien  de  craindre  que  beaueoup  de  patriotes  ne  perdent 
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coorage  eu  se  voyaiit  abandonn^'s  duns  le  cm  v\i  V  expedition 
SO  pounoit  Be  iaire  sur-Ie-champ,  et  en  suppoBant  que  la 
publique  ne  Tonlut  pas  fiure  ]»  Paix  wib  tYoir  obtenne  rind^ 
pendinoe  did  V  Irlande. 

Ge  qui  poonoii  oootrilmflr  eflieaeemeiit  k  d^oner  ks  maefai- 
nations  da  Gornnement  An^ois  Beroii  de  proposer  oette  ind^ 
pendaDce  comme  une  des  eondttione  de  la  paix  Ik  litre  d*^ange 
oil  d'  indemnity.  Une  propositiou  ausai  autlipntique  ne  pour- 
i-oit  etreni  cache©  ni  d^^is^e:  Ic  courage  du  peiiple  se  reveilloit 
et  la  tyranuie  qu^on  exerce  aujourd'liui  en  Irlande  pcrdroit  sou 
empire.  Cette  proposition  ne  oiaseroit  pas  an  re'^te  une  irts 
grande  surprise,  piiiaqtie  dans  tona  lea  eereiee  k  Dublin,  minis- 
t^els  an  autras,  it  en  est  d^  question.  J*  ^^te  i  dessmn 
d"*  entrer  dans  la  diseossion  de  plusieun  des  raisons  que  je 
poQRois  alleguer;  T^ritaUement,  ellee  ne  peuTent  pas  aroir 
echapp^  k  la  sas^esse  du  Gouyemement :  elles  n'^ont  sCirement 
pas  ^chapp^  non  plus  a  Messrs.  Thompson  [i.  e.  LewinsJ  et 
Smitli  [i.e.  Turner]  dont  lo  zMe  et  t;ilriits  jsont,  nnns  Tes- 
p^rons,  reoonuufl  par  le  GoaTemement  itmgiia  oomme  ik  le 
Bont  par  leun  eoncitoyens. 

Les  seooura  dont  nous  avons  besoin  en  hommes  et  en  aigent 
demient,  e^il  est  possible,  6tre  enTOjA  tons  k  la  feis,  car  la  plus 
grande  lutte,  et  peuttoe  la  seule  que  nous  ayons  ll  soutenir, 
aura  lieu  pendant  la  premie  semaine,  an  plus  pendant  la 
seconde,  et  si  on  nous  met  en  etat  d'agir  simultan^ment  pen- 
dant la  premiere  terr(  ui  do  Tenneini,  le  comhat  ne  sera  pas 
d'une  longue  duree.  Jc  n  ai  jamaia  entendu  cvaluerau-dessus 
de  25,000  hommes  le  total  des  troupes  Anglais  et  £k;ossais  qui 
se  trouvent  dans  Tlrlande,  sur  ropposition  des  queUes  il  &n- 
droit  compter.  Pe  ee  sombre  12  foments  sent  arri^  en 
deniier  lieu,  et  il  peuvent  dtre  arriT<^  d^  autres.  Nous  ayons 
appris  que  10,000  hommes  sont  pr^ts  en  Angleterre  Ik  eVm* 
barquer  pour  Tlrlande,  en  cas  d^invasion,  un  nombre  ^^aral  de 
cenx  qui  se  trouvent  dans  cette  Isle  a  Tordrc  d'etre  prets  k  se 
rembarquer  une  heure  apr^s  en  avoir  re^u  TavertiiSfiemeut. 
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Jo  n'ai  pas  besom  de  diro  ce  qu  annoncont  les  M^moires. 
La  Milice  d'lrlande  se  monte  k  18  a  20,000  hommes,  les  plus 
beaux  et  Im  pine  diseipUa^  de  Tarm^  Britaimi^iie.  On 
ponrroii  oempter  ear  eoz  bMIb  avoient  on  pomi  de  talliement. 
Lee  Volontaine  eont  presque  tons  ^  eheval  et  Inen  inesi^. 
None  sommee  eertaine  qne  la  majority  d^entre  enx  eeroit  poor 
Eous,  et  qu'il  ii'y  auniit  contro  nous  que  quelques  corps  du  Nord, 
qui  sont  du  parti  d'Oran^e.  Le  total  des  Volontaires  peut  se 
moutcr  h,  20,000  lioumies.  Voilk  une  es<juisse  de  la  i^ituation  de 
noB  afiairee.  Je  pourrais  y  ajouter  tous  lee  details  qui  me  sent 
mand^  ear  ee  qoi  e^eet  paes^  jnequ'lir^poqne  du  27  Juin;  maia 
je  ne  enie  pas  venn  ponr  empt^ter  ear  la  mission  de  Mr.  Thomp* 
son,  [Lewins]  qni  eet  notie  Plenipotentiaite :  mee  uutrnciioDs 
portent,  an  oontnure,  de  oonfinner  oette  mumon  et  d'*engager 
le  gouyemement  h  oonsiderar  Mr.  Thompson  eomme  notre  mi- 
liistre  accr«Jditd. 

NB.  L'artillerie  Irlaiidaise  est  oonsiderable,  mai.-?  elle  consiste 
preeque  enti&rement  de  ceux  qui  nous  eont  devout.  II  a  dii  ar> 
riyer  denu^fement  en  Irlande  on  tnmaport  d^artill^rie  Anglaise. 

TRANSLATION. 

E^raei  fmm  tki  TroMiiel^  of  a  Memorial  nkuiiwto  a  Limdiag  n 

Irekmd, 

The  appeeranee  of  the  Freoch  in  BentryBaj  has  encouraged  the  least 
energetic  Irishmen,  and  eaoted  them  to  eoneeiTe  hopes  of  shaking  off  the 
yoke  of  England.  The  event  has  profed  how  ftlse  was  tlic  idea  that 
Ireland  could  not  be  invaded  hut  by  nmns  of  a  superioir  fleel:  hut  the 
place  for  landing  has  been  so  vaguely  specified,  that  we  cannot  help 
attributing  the  entry  of  the  fleet  into  Bantry  to  the  neeeenty  of 
seeking  a  refuge  from  the  tempest.  If  a  new  expedition  were  eq[uipped 
with  the  design  of  taking  Cork,  we  shall  point  out  Oyster  Haven.  I  shall 
not  insist  upon  the  advantages  which  that  place  of  disembarkation  pre- 
sents, bccan?c  they  will  be  detailed  by  Mr.  Thompson  (i.e.  Lewins),  our 
plenipotentiary.  T  slml]  merely  nay  that,  since  hii?  dopflrture,  some  works 
have  been  thro'^^  uji  in  the  environs  of  B?\ntr\';  that  there  is  a  po^^ition 
at  Fcrmoy,  and  ariothcT  on  the  Mallo^v  road.     Accordiri;/  to  aiiUtary 

men,  a  small  foroe  may  there  withstand  one  far  more  considerable.  On 
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the  other  band,  the  system  of  the  United  Irishmen  has  made  great  pro- 
gress in  the  county  of  Cork.  Bandon  is  become  another  I?elfast.  The 
s}'stcni  is  w  ry  wcl!  established  in  the  counties  ot"  Tipperary  and  Limerick, 
particuJurly  in  the  city  of  Limerick  ;  but,  in  ail  these  purtji,  the  inhabi- 
tants are  totally  de»<titute  of  arms,  and  would  not  be  able  to  act  till  after 
the  French  ii;nl  olitaiiu  d  >ome  successes.  We  make  ourselves  responsible 
for  the  co-oj)eration  of  no  other  places  than  tliosr  w  liich  wo  mention  as 
being  capable  of  it.  We  repeat  that  it  is  on  the  north  and  nortli-\v\  st 
coast  of  the  province  of  Ulster  that  there  are  150,000  United  TnsluuLn 
organized  and  enrolled;  a  preat  part  is  men  ted — one-third — and  all 
bestir  themselves  there  ukh  nctirity. 

(  •arrickfergus  would  be  a  luid  iilaoc  lor  kuiding ;  the  sea  between  that 
place  mid  Scotland  is  very  narrow,  and  the  navigation  of  it  not  very  sale 
in  north-west  winds.  The  castle  of  Cairickfergus  has  a  garrison,  though 
it  is  not  very  strong.  Belfast  has  also  a  garrison  of  about  2000  men.  In 
the  camp  of  Blasis,  [?]  which  is  strong  and  well  situated,  there  are  like- 
wise 2000  men.  Between  Hilsborough,  Lisbom,  Dwnatnnon,  dmle- 
iDoiit*  Annagh,  and  Newry,  there  be  abont  twice  is  mai^  troope  as 
stBLuieb  w  tbaft  the  enemy,  if  he  were  fbreed  to  velirei  would  ooneen- 
tnte  his  Ibices  as  he  ftQ  baek  ujpoa  the  capital.  It  is  one  of  thoie  dis- 
tricts m  which  ilie  people  are  most  dosdj  watched  bj  the  militaiy, 
composed  for  the  greater  part  of  Engliah  and  Scotch:  indeed,  they  change 
the  garriBons  very  fieqoently ;  but  the  English  Government  has  always 
had  the  pmdenoe  to  keq»  a  considsiabie  number  of  fMgn  troops  in  the 
North. 

The  entmnee  of  Longh  Foyle  is  dUBcolt,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  that  its  harbonr  is  not  good,  thoogh  die  eoonfery  wbkh  sar^ 
roondsitisiaihebert  stste.  Loogh  Swilly  is  one  of  the  best  ports  hi 
the  iflaipd,  and  the  dispwitioM  ef  the  inhaliitanii  are  4HMfi!llfiit 

If  a  landing  were  effected  to  the  east,  tlie  little  tract  between  Loogh 
Swilly  and  Lough  Foyle  would  rise  en  maue.  It  abounds  in  horses  and 
cattle;  but  these  is  a ganiaaii  at  Deny  of  about  1500  to  1800  men,  who 
might  dispute  the  narrow  passage  to  the  town.  Eor  the  rest,  the  French 
might  perhaps  still  find  tbeie  the  Xipperary  legimflnt,  700  strong,  and 
devoted  to  its  country. 

If  the  lauding  took  place  in  the  south,  the  march  would  be  more  diffi- 
cult, and  longer;  but  still  the  troops  would  traverse  a  friendly  conntiy, 
the  population  of  which  would  be  eager  to  join  the  French  army. 
Killybegs  wotild  likewise  be  an  excellent  place  for  landing:  there  are  no 
troops  in  the  vicimty ;  all  the  inhabitants  are  United;  and  the  counties  of 
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Tyrone,  FemMiiagb,  and  Mmmghin  ate  some  of  the  best.  Tht  kMer 
has  suffered  very  long  persecutiona.  If  the  bulk  of  the  forces  were 
landed  at  KiUjrbegai  About  1400  men  ought  to  be  sent  to  Sligo,  which  is 
guarded  by  a  very  small  number  of  troopi.  The  country  thence  to 
Lough  Allen  and  Carrick-on-Sluumon  is  Tery  well  disposed.  U  the 
author  of  this  Memorial  accompanies  the  expedition,  it  would  be  in  this 
last-'mentioned  quarter  that  he  should  prefer  landing.  He  has  made 
arrangements  with  his  friends  there,  who,  in  three  days,  could  assemble 
so  many  as  10,000  men,  and  fall  upon  Enniskillcn  or  any  other  con- 
siderable place.  The  lake,  which  cannot  l)e  crosstnl  but  at  Enniskillcn.  is 
40  miles  in  length.  The  country  situated  behind  it  is  very  stron^^  and 
very  well  disposed.     It  would  offer  the  l»e*Jt  place  for  organizing  the 

Irish  army  of  the  North.    Many  Entrli^'li  troops        be  [cut  off?]; 

and,  by  taking  a  step  to  the  left,  towards  Duudalk,  we  should  secure  the 
whole  county  Ulster. 

There  is  nothing  easier  than  to  enter  Galway,  l>ut  the  contmuance  of 
westerly  winds  renders  it  ditHcult  to  get  out.  The  nobility  of  this 
coil  lit  ry  are  ver}-  ariivtucratic,  aud  tlie  poor  are  better  off  than  anj'where 
else.  Uo-opcraUun  would  not  be  very  speedily  decided  ou,  but  at  least 
we  should  not  meet  with  any  resistance. 

I  speak  of  all  this  with  the  assurance  imparted  by  fiunily  connexions 
and  my  estimable  acquajntanee.  The  system  of  Union  is  diffused 
ihroDghotit  tbe  Connfyof  Gtlway,  and  daily  making  progros  tbae.  The 
Coonty  of  Roscommon  would  rise  entirely,  whieh  irould  fteOitste  the 
operations  of  Galwnj.  Of  the  places  mentioned  abore^  those  in  whieh 
ire  have  most  anne  are  I^th,  Armagh,  Westmeith,  Kildste,  King's 
Ooon^,  sod  the  Cilj  of  Dublin:  Uealfa  is  mil  oiganind;  and  in  all 
these  plaees  there  ase  not  fewer  than  10(M)00  United  Iiidinen,  and  ready 
to  march.  Evenintheplaees  where  the  fQrstem  of  the  United  Iinshmen 
is  not  entinly  adopted,  we  ean  reekon  upon  tiie  eo-operation  of  the  poor 
and  middling  classes.  Their  hatred  of  EngUahde^otism,  and  the  Ten* 
tioos  which  thcj  have  to  endure  en  the  part  of  tiieir  loids,  cause  the 
moat  igunrant  of  them  to  net  in  the  same  sprit  as  the  moat  enltglitened 

SepuUicanB   The  OatholiepEiesIs^  who  have  eeaaedtobealanned 

hy  tiie  ealnmniea  cirenlated  respectmg  the  indigion  of  the  F^reneh,  haye 
adopted  the  princ^lcs  of  the  people  on  whom  th^  are  dependent;  they 
are  in  genend  good  Republicans :  they  haye  rendered  great  serriees  by 
propagating  with  a  discreet  ^1  the  system  of  Union ;  and  they  have 
induffid  the  people  to  take  the  oath  proposed,  without  forcing  them  to 
roionnee  any  part  whateyer  of  their  principles  and  their  plans.  In 
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ihoit)  tlie  eouDtry  eooten*  aboodance  of  men.  tt  to  liBrm  gicrt  nd 
nl^ty  amuat.  It  want«  nothing  but  the  rnetnt  nboemuy  for  f*ettin^ 
them  on  foot — areas  of  all  kinds,  horses,  money,  and  general  o&eetB, 
The  gratitude  of  the  Irish,  vrhooe  character  for  integrity  »  well  known, 
will  be  eternal  for  all  that  France  has  done  and  promitet  jet  to  do  for 
them.  Their  gratitude  for  the  generous  and  deep  interest  which  Spain 
has  kindly  taken  in  their  affair  is  equally  sincere.  The  Irish  nation 
coTi^ider«i  the  sums  that  have  been  and  will  jet  be  advanoed  as  a  loan, 
which  it  enga^^'S  to  rrpay. 

We  have  no  ch:iiigc  to  loakc  iu  ^hat  has  been  nlri^ady  said  on  the 
SMbitTt  f»f  thv  troojii  tliat  we  wish  for.  We  vriii  merely  add  that 
Englajin]  jia.".  kuI  a  considerable  numbtr  of  fre^h  troops,  a  great  part 
of  which  consi.Hts  of  cavalry.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  cavalry 
at  present  lu  this  country  amounts  to  about  GOOO  men,  without  reckon- 
ing tlic  volunteers.  Half  of  these  last  arc  lri.^h,  and  they  would 
to  a  certainty  join  their  countrymen  if  there  were  any  appLaraxice  of 
success.  From  all  this  we  should  think  that  we  want  at  thit;  moment 
5000  French  troops,  if  we  were  not  of  opinion  that  the  number  ought  to 
be  10,000,  with  a  considerable  train  of  flyiug  artillery.  We  shall  need 
ft  nunenMif  itai^  engineers,  and  general  ollieeift.  We  widi  tiwl  tlw 
eJ^edHkni  dionld  be  eommaadfid  by  Gcnecal  Hbdic^  and  that  aneh  Iriah 
offioeia  may  be  appointed  to  eerre  under  him  aa  the  Gmmment  deema 
deaerving  of  Ha  eonildciiee  by  tbcirfiddily  and  their  talented  Weiriab 
abo^  that  in  tbe  priiona  the  Inah  aeamen  dionU  be  ae^^ 
Engliah  wrnradef,  and  that  after  their  aefantion  a  ptopomX  ahotUd  be 
made  to  the  former  to  accompany  the  expedition,  when  it  afaall  be  ready 
to  saiL  The  General  ihonld  pobliA  a  Proelamation,  in  the  name  of  the 
Govenunent,  in  which  he  ahonid  declare  that  the  French  eame  in  the 
quality  of  alllee,  to  deliver,  and  not  to  eonqner  Ireland.  This  Proclama- 
tion ought  also  to  exhort  the  Irish  to  pcoeeed  immediately  to  the  esta- 
Uidunent  of  a  national  gOTemment,  and  to  announce  the  intention  of 
acting  as  Bochambeaa  did  in  America.  This  PmclamatKm  would  pro- 
duce a  very  great  effect. 

It  is  necessary  to  accelerate  the  expedition  as  nmeh  as  possible,  for  the 
Enpr'i'^h  and  Irish  administrators  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  induce  a 
belief  in  one  part  of  the  country  that  the  other  is  perfectly  qniet.  Ihciy 
hftfC  aneeeeded  in  this  by  entirely  destroying  the  office,  presses,  and 
ereiTtliuig  cmpkiyed  in  the  publication  of  the    Northern  Star,***  and 

>  The  Northern  Btaz''*  waa  a  newqpaper  set  up  expressly  as  an  oifin  of 
aedition  in  Belftat  in  I79S.   Samuel  NeOaon,  boofcadler,  of  that  town,  a 
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hy  tlircatt  aiug  to  repeat  this  outrage  in  case  that  paper  should  appear 
an^  more.  They  imprisuxi  upou  hlight,  pretexts  the  publishers  oi  tlie 
papers  which  dare  to  denounce  their  abuses  of  authority.  This  is  what 
▼ery  recently  befel  Gilbert,  the  publisher  of  the  Evening  Ant*'  [?]  It 
is  hj  nich  means  that  they  contriye  to  deceive  one  portbn  of  the  people, 
Ktpeoliiig  Hw  dbpoiitioiia  of  the  other;  and  there  it  reami  to  ftar  Uiet 
many  pateloti  will  be  ^conraged,  and  coulder  themselTef  as  ebmdoiied 
if  the  eipeditioii  ceimot  take  place  immediately,  supposing  thai  die 
BepnUie  would  not  make  peaee  wiihoat  having  obCained  the  independ* 
eneeof  Irdand. 

It  might  oontiibiite  efBcadoiulj  to  thwart  the  madunataoDB  of  the 
Eqg^  Govenmient  to  propoae  thii  iodependenee  ae  one  of  the  eon* 
ditione  of  peaee  bj  way  of  exdiange  or  indemnity.  So  anthentie  a  pco- 
poml  eoold  not  be  other  eoneealed  cr  di^gniied.  The  eoaia0B  ef  tfie 
people  would  beronaed,  and  the  tyranny  now  exerdaed  in  Irela&d  would 
lose  ita  empire.  For  the  leat,  thie  propoaal  would  not  eanae  any  very 
gieaft  eupriiei  ftr,  in  all  DnUin,  it  la  already  talked  of  in  all  the 
mfadaterial  and  other  didea.  I  pnrpoedy  wtM  entering  into  the  dia- 
eoarion  of  enreral  of  the  reaaona  that  I  might  addnoe;  indeed,  th^ 
cannot  have  eecapcd  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  any  more  than 
Metirs.  Thompson  [Lewins]  and  Smith  [Turner],  whoae  aeal  and  talenta 
are,  we  hope,  acknowledged  by  the  Freneh  Government  ae  they  are  by 
their  liellow-citiaena. 

The  iniceours  in  men  and  money  that  we  stand  in  need  of  Oll|^t»  if 
possible,  to  be  sent  us  at  once;  for  the  grand  struggle,  perhaps  the  only 
one  that  we  shall  have  to  sustain,  will  take  place  during  the  first  week, 
at  furthest,  during  the  second  ;  and,  if  we  arc  enabled  to  act  simultaneously 
during  the  first  terror  of  the  enemy,  the  conflict  will  not  he  df  lon^  dnm- 
tion.  The  total  of  the  English  and  Scotch  troops  that  nrc  in  Trclaiul,  on 
whose  nppo«iition  we  must  rcckni  i,  I  have  never  heard  c-itiniatcd  :it  more  than 
25,00(1  men.  Of  this  number  t^\■clve  regiments  arrived  \-er-\-  lutclv,  and 
it  UH  {KjHsihle  that  others  may  ha\  e  arrived,  ^\"e  hn\x  learned  tliat  10,000 
men  are  ready  in  England  to  wabark  for  Ireland  iu  cme  oi  invasion.  An 
equal  nuniher  to  that  which  is  in  the  island  have  orders  to  be  ready  to 
embark  at  an  hour's  notice. 

analoni  eo-operator  in  the  United  Irish  treason,  was  the  principal  pro- 
prietor and  editor.    After  involving  the  printer  and  proprietors  in 

aeveral  prosecution.%  and  subjecting  them  in  one  civ^  to  impn'wnment 
for  above  a  year  and  a  half  in  Dublin,  it  was  finally  suppressed  in 
January,  1797* 

VOL.  1.  X 
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I  have  no  oeed  to  Miy  wiMt  to  iteled  in  tbe  McHWcialiL  The  militia  of 
Ireland  amonnti  to  18  or  30,000  mai,  tbe  ftneit  and  best  diacipliiied  of 
the  British  army.  We  might  reckon  upon  tbetn,  if  they  had  a  rall^-ing 
point.  The  volunteers  are  almoet  all  horso,  nnd  tidU  mounted.  We  are 
certain  that  the  majority  of  them  would  be  for  us.  and  that  none  would 
be  against  m  h\n  a  few  corps  from  the  North,  belonging  to  the  Orange 
party.  The  total  of  the  \  olnnteers  may  amount  to  20,000  men.  This  is 
a  sketch  of  the  state  of  our  ntfairs.  I  could  add  all  the  details  sent  to  me 
of  what  has  passed  up  to  the  date  of  the  27th  of  June ;  but  I  am  not  come 
tocncrnnrb  ujMm  the  miwion  of  Mr.  Thompson  [Lewins],  who  is  our  i>1c- 
niiK)t('ntiary  ;  tny  instructions  on  the  contrary  direct  me  to  confii  iij  that 
mission,  and  to  induce  the  GovenuneQt  to  ooiuidor  Mr.  Thompeou  as  our 
accrcditc<l  minister. 

The  Irisli  artillery  is  considerable,  bnt  it  cotisists  almost  entirely  of 
nu-n  who  arc  de\ oted  to  iis.  A  detachment  of  English  artillery  was  to 
have  arrived  lately  ui  Ireland. 


fi^cret  I^mrmation  from  Mambuiy. 

Aognet  16. 

Napper  Tandy  having  quarrelled  with  LewiDS,  and  Tone 
ealled  a  meeting  of  United  Iriehmen  in  cot^unction  with  Mnir, 

Madi;ct,  iiuil  Stone.  At  the  meetings  a  division  took  plarc ;  the 
numhora  pretty  wpial.  ^fui^  waited  on  Talleyrand  with  a  pe- 
tition, wlneh  Talleyrand  took  instantly  to  the  Direetory.  In 
consoquence,  Tandy  was  appointed  Geneml :  those  that  sided 
with  him  compose  his  staff,  viz. :  M^Mahon,  Coigley's  compa- 
nion, to  bo  a  Colonel  and  Aide-dt  -canip  j  O'Finn  Carey,  bro- 
ther to  the  pnost,  Waldron,  and  Pharis,  with  one  Lyster,  and 
two  or  three  others,  IriBh-Americans.  A  Captain  Blaekwell 
is  appointed  his  Adjutaot-Genenl.  They  all  left  Paris  on 
Tuesday,  11th  July,  to  go  (ae  I  believe)  to  Dunkirk.  Mrs. 
Bla«*kwell  told  nie  they  were  to  go  in  a  small  eorsaire,  with 
only  40  or  50  men.  Madget  said  they  were  to  have  1500. 
O' Finn's  wife  left  Paris  the  day  before,  to  go  to  EngUnd. 
Government  gave  them  ninney.  kr. 

Teeling,  with  a  brother  of  Tone's,  and  one  Sullivan,  nephew 
to  Madget,  set  ont  for  Rochfort  on  Saturday,  21st.  General 
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Uambert»  who  commanded  in  La  Vendte  under  Uoehe,  10  to 
command,  and  went  al  the  same  time  with  a  great  number  of 
French  officem.  SnDivan,  having  sided  with  Tandy,  is  ap- 
pointed a  Captain  and  Secretary  to  Humbert. 

Two  or  three  days  after,  a  hirge  party  of  French  officers  set 
out  for  Brest.  Tone,  Hamilton,  M'Cann,  an  I riBh- American, 
and  two  brothers  Corbett,  call  thotiiselves  Cowan,  expelled 
Dublin  College,  are  from  Cork,  came  by  way  of  Dronthcim, 
are  of  that  party.  Lowry,  M''Cann,  Burgess,  Muq)hy,  went 
off  to  the  coast  towards  Dunkirk,  the  28th.  Lowiy's  passport 
was  for  Boulogne,  but  he  eipeeted  to  be  sent  from  thence  to 
somewhere  else.  Joe  Orr,  of  Derty,  and  Delany  of  the  Irish 
College,  were  to  follow  the  day  after  by  the  same  route.  Lewins 
remains  at  Paris,  styling  himself  Ambassador.  He  waited  at 
the  Hague  for  Ormby,  who  broucfht  over  a  state  of  the  nation, 
drawn  by  Richard  M'Cormick,  \\\io  is  expected  at  Paris. 

It  is  said  the  Brest  fleet  is  much  more  numerous  than  it 
appears,  and  that  it  is  determined  to  risk  an  engagement  with 
the  English.  Those  who  are  gone  to  Dunkirk  and  that  coast 
expect  to  go  in  small  priTatsem  and  cutters,  and  to  go  north 
about. 

Landed  the  15th  of  July  at  HelToetshiyB.  In  the  mouth  of 

the  river  was  a  new  frigate,  or  40  guns,  ready  for  sta.  In 
the  three  basins  are  three  two-deckers,  totally  dismantled  ;  at 
iwtterdam  are  4  two-deckers  on  the  stocks,  two  of  them  covered 
to  the  lower  ports ;  at  Flushing  a  64  on  the  stocks.  Obliged 
to  come  from  Paris  by  way  of  Lisle,  Bruges,  Flushing, 
for  foar  of  bemg  arrested,  haying  only  tlie  old  passport  not 
renewed.  The  Canal  is,  I  understand,  rendered  completely 
innaTigable  to  the  sea  at  Ostend.  At  Flushing  there  are  a 
great  many  French  soldiers,  to  the  amount  of  twenty -five  hun- 
dred :  there  are,  I  uiui.  i  stand,  as  many  Dutch. 

A  (leneral  Creevey,  a  young  man  who  goes  with  the  crreat 
expedition,  called  on  me  one  day  at  Paris,  and  stayed  dinner. 
Muir  and  Madget  were  of  the  party.    It  was  for  the  puiposo 

x2 
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of  inquiring  into  Tone's  character,  which  we  gave  him.  Madget 
and  Mnir  flwore  me  into  the  Secret  Committee  for  managinu 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  in  Tandy \s  pla<.Hj :  tliere  aie  » 
only  we  three  of  the  Committee.  A  youno:  man,  of  tJie  name 
of  Thomas  Graham,  same  place  as  Aluir  and  Smith,  arrived  at 
Parb  the  day  before  I  left :  he  sailed  from  Scotland  for  Kmb- 
den,  waa  takm  by  a  French  priTateer,  and  hronght  into  Hol- 
land. He  waa  coming  to  France  at  the  time :  he  was  obliged 
to  Btaj  five  or  six  weeks  at  the  Hague  with  O^Heme  before  he 
eonid  get  a  passport ;  for  his  letter  to  Muir  had  been  suppressed 
through  the  contrivance  of  Lewins,  who  8triv«»8  to  prevent  any 
per.son  doing  anything  with  Government  but  himself.  The 
French  gave  (  i  tiers  for  20,000  iimskets  at  Hamburg. 

On  arriving  at  Helvoet,  I  was  taken  on  board  the  vice- 
admiral.  Prodacing  my  passport,  he  ordered  an  officer  to  set 
me  ma  shore,  as  he  supposed  I  wished  to  go  to  the  Hagne, 
where  I  got  next  movnmg  before  breakfast ;  fonnd  O^Henie 
with  General  Jonbert,  introdnced  and  stayed  two  hoars ;  wae 
asked  if  I  thought  it  possible  the  Irish  could  hold  ont,  t.  0. 
keep  fighting  till  September,  for  nothing  could  b©  got  ready 
from  Holland  sooiier,  and  that  Daendels  waa  very  anxious  on 
the  business.  I  gave  them  the  last  five  Couriers (which 
you  told  me  I  might  bring  with  me).  Waiting  to  get  them 
back  kept  me  forty-eight  hoars  at  the  Hague.  They  had  a 
map  of  Ireland,  as  old  as  King  William,  on  which  they  were 
trying  to  find  out  the  safest  places  for  debarkations.  The  west 
coast  seemed  to  be  the  most  eligible,  from  Deny  up  to  Oalway.  | 
They  told  me  they  supposed  France  had  sent  oflfsome  corsairs 
with  musket3  and  amnuiiition. 

Left  Paris  30th.    One  Keith,  a  Scotctmian,  got  leave  to  go 
over  to  England  by  Muir^s  means.    He  is  a  banker  at  Paris,  ^ 
I  believe  ;  he  had  his  passport  the  day  before  1  came  away. 

Dttckett  is,  I  foacy,  at  Hamboig :  he  has  denounced  Stone 
at  Paris  as  a  traitor.  I  hear  he  has  got  money  from  the  Go- 
yemment,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the  matiny  in  the  Eng- 
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hah  fleet.  There  never  was  a  set  of  people  more  perplexed  and 
embanaesed  than  the  French  Govemnient. 

PS.  I  mentioned  that  the  French  fleet  is  more  nnmerons 

than  it  appears,  viz. ; — In  Brest  road  that  tin  rti  are  only  twelve 
or  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  wlion  in  reality  there  are  from 
eighteen  to  twenty ;  some  say  more.  Madget  had  got  liberty 
to  choose  out  Irishmen  from  among  all  the  prisoners.  Cord- 
age, tackle,  &c.,  are  come  and  coming  from  Toulon.  Lewins 
had  the  sending  ont  of  all  his  friends :  they  all  go  as  privatea^ 
as  they  wonld  not  aocept  commissions  from  France.  Onr,  who 
accompanied  Murphy,  was  still  at  Paris,  did  not  seem  to  like 
goin<^.  Three  expeditions  are  to  go  from  France,  viz. :  Boche- 
foit,  consisting  of  frigates  ;  the  grand  expedition  from  Brest, 
and  privateers  from  Dunkirk  and  that  coast.  There  is  to  be 
one  from  Holland,  but  that,  I  tliink,  will  be  tor  Scotland, 
where  Graham  says  there  arc  200,000  now  arming  themselves. 
They  talk  of  one  from  Spain,  but  England  is  not  thought  of. 

Lard  (kuUerw^h  to  Mr.  WiMam, 

Secret.  Dublin  Castle,  Aug^ust  17,  1798. 

Sir — I  have  endeavoured  to  obey  your  conimauds  in  ex- 
amining Mr.  O'Connor  im  to  tbu  object  of  his  journey  to  Swit- 
serland  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  At  first,  he  declined 
answering  to  this  point,  considering  himself  as  only  bound  to 
state  the  iacts  which  came  to  his  knowledge  after  he  became  a 
United  Irishnum,  of  which  body  he  was  not  then  a  member. 
Upon  being  pressed,  without  mentioning  names,  he  stated  it 
thus : — In  the  summer  of  1796,  as  set  fl>rth  in  the  Memoir,  an 
agent  was  sent  to  an;iiige  with  the  Directory  the  plan  of  inva- 
sion. Tliiis  person  proceeded  to  Hamburg;  from  thence,  ac- 
companied by  his  friend,  to  Switzerland;  neither  went  to  Paris ; 
but  the  person  employed  had  an  interview  near  the  French 
frontier  with  a  person  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Directoiy ; 
upon  a  communicatioD  with  whom  evetything  was  settled.  The 
reason  neither  proceeded  to  Paris  was  lest  the  English  Govem- 
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ment,  in  whose  pay  most  of  the  officers  in  Paris  WOPS  snpfKMod 

to  be,  should  fnspect  tin*  design,  and  arreJ^t  the  persons  on 
their  return.  J  liis  perfectly  a<rrcef»  with  Kichanlson's  intornia- 
tion,  which  Btatei^  that  Lord  Edward  aud  O'Gouiior  met  Hoche, 
and  arranged  the  invasion.  B.  states  that  O^'Connor  went  into 
France ;  if  be  did,  it  was  only  a  sboit  distance,  merely  to  meet 
Heche ;  and,  from  what  O^Connor  said,  Loid  £.  seemed  to  be 
the  prtneipal.  He  admitted  haying  seen  Batihelemy  and 
BOTeral  French  officers,  but  declined  naming  them,  neither 
would  he  state  how  the  passports  were  obtained.  This  exami- 
nation took  place  before  the  Secret  Committee. 

Siiould  1  ^U'VM'ed  in  drawing  from  him  any  further  infJ»rma- 
tion  on  tiiiti  point,  1  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  timuHmitting 
it.  He  farther  stated  that,  when  taken  in  Kent,  although  he 
had  not  authorised  any  person  to  hire  a  yesBel  direct  ff>t 
France,  but  rather  looked  to  reach  a  Batch  port,  yet  his  reid 
object  was  to  pass  through  Switzerland  into  France,  and  fiuriy 
confessed  that,  had  he  reached  Paris,  he  should  not  have  been 
idle,  as,  though  not  charged  witli  any  special  cuuunission,  he 
did  believe  the  Directory  would  have  considered  him  as  an 
Ibccredited  agent. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  draw  from  the  State  prisoners  the 
names  of  the  foreign  agents,  that  their  treachery  might  stand 
the  more  openly  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  but  to  no  purpose ; 
perhaps  they  may  bo  obtained  in  private. 


Lcfd  CattUreagh  to  Mr,  WieUum. 

Dublin  Castle,  Augii^t  20,  17U8. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  hy  the  Lord- Lieu- 
tenants directions,  a  rough  copy  of  the  Keport  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy,  for  the  Duke  of  Portland's  inspection,  to- 
gether with  the  evidence  of  the  State  prisoners  as  taken  before 
the  Lords.  The  Report  may  possibly  yet  undergo  some 
altci-aiions  J  lii.-*  Urai'c  will,  tliorefore,  receive  it  as  an  early 
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though  perhaps  not  altogether  a  pei&ct  sketeh  of  what  may  be 
sabmitted  to  Parliament. 

In  the  Report  of  the  fi»rmer  year,  the  objeet  in  Yiew  was  to 
eetablish  the  laet  of  the  treason,  and,  by  ooneludiug  tho  public 

conviction  on  that  point,  to  strengthen  Goveruintnt  iu  the 
adoption  of  tliose  measures  which  necessarily  were  had  recourse 
to.  Ou  the  present  occasion,  the  object  has  not  been  so  much 
to  enable  Government  to  act  as  to  justify  past  prooeedinga ; 
with  this  view,  the  Committee  felt  it  necessary  to  state  the 
progress  of  the  treason,  and  the  saocessive  efforts  to  ooonteract 
it  with  reference  to  each  other ;  and,  in  their  statement,  they 
have  not  so  mneh  aimed  at  giving  a  minute  detail  of  fiieCs,  as 
givHig  such  a  minute  arrangement  to  all  the  prominent  circum- 
stances of  the  conspiracy  as  will  enable  the  })uhlic  to  peruse 
the  docunu'iits  given  in  the  appendix,  with  some  reference  to 
the  succession  of  events. 

The  Lords  will  dehiy  their  iieport  for  a  few  days,  which 
will  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  attending  to  the  impression 
produced  by  the  statement  of  the  Commons^  and  of  giving  it 
the  aid  of  any  additional  &cts  that  may  have  appeared  in 
evidence  before  their  Lordships. 

1  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  l.'jth,  eneloKin<i: 
a  secret  note,  without  date,  from  Pari?*,  also  unv  ni'  the  14th, 
with  enclosures  most  secret  &om  Hamburg  and  liastadt. 
These  Papers,  having  been  perused  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  1 
shall  strictly  attend  to  your  suggestions  in  respect  to  the 
latter.  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  it  to  any  immediate  ex- 
pectation of  French  assistance,  but  there  has  been  apercc  ptible 
stir  amongst  the  people  in  the  North  for  some  days,  and  an 
appearance  of  disturbance  ha.s  shown  itself  in  Kerry,  which 
had  hitherto  been  perfectly  ^uiet  j  but  neither  circumstance  is 
coutiiderud  a.s  alanniufy. 

Letter  of  1 3th.  enclosing  information  of  the  Brest  fleet,  has  also 
been  received.  The  Lord-Lieat^iant  is  gradually  strengthening 
the  South  and  West.  Thanks  for  intelligence  from  Dresden. 
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.  The  ease  agBinst  Lord  Eihfiid  Fit^gmld  wm  gout  into 
last  Saturday,  and  his  goilt  moat  ationgly  eatabliahed.  Tha 

Counsel  pressed  very  much  for  time,  ailing  they  could  not 
be  prepared  on  the  sudden  to  encounter  the  documentary  evi- 
dence. There  was  every  disposition  to  resist  delay,  but  the 
Attomey^General  thought  that,  having  no  defenoe,  in  £Eu:t,  to 
make,  it  wonld  be  unwise  to  give  them  a  grievance :  he,  there- 
fbre,  aoquieeced  in  their  adjonming  till  Mondftj.  Beynolda^a 
teatimony  ia  atrengtlieiied  by  eveiy  eroaa^zamination. 


Mr.  Wickhum  to  Lord  Ckutlereagh. 

Whitehall,  August  22,  1798. 

My  Lord — I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  on  the  18th  instant, 
your  Lordship'^s  letter  of  the  14th,  oontaining  the  obaervationa 
which  the  Lord-Lieutenant  had  been  pleased  to  make  on  the 
Bill  of  Pardon,  in  answer  to  thoae  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
tranamit  to  yonr  Lordahip,  by  direction  of  the  Dnke  of  Port- 
Uuid,  in  mine  of  the  9th.  I  now  return  the  Bill,  signed  by  hia 
Majesty,  and  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire 
that  your  Lordship  would  be  j>l(  ;ispd  to  inform  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  that  the  Bill,  in  all  its  parts,  has  been  attentively 
examined  and  reduced  to  its  present  shape,  at  a  meeting  of  his 
Majesty^s  oonfideutial  servants,  when  «U  his  Excellency's  ob- 
senrations  were  taken  into  the  most  seriona  oonsidsntion. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  daose  excepting  from 
the  benefit  of  the  pardon  persons  who  aze,  or  who  have  been, 
in  custody  since  Jimnary,  1798,  is  altered  according  to  the 
suggestion  of  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  eoiitaiiiud  in  your 
Lordship's  letter.  The  force  of  his  Lordship's  observation 
on  tlic  subject  of  the  exception  in  the  last  clause  wa6  felt  by 
every  body  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  thooght  better  by  his 
Majesty'^s  law  servants  here  that  no  exceptions  at  all  shonld 
be  made  fh»m  the  power  eggntrfy  given  in  the  Bill  to  his  Ma- 
jesty to  pardon  on  condiUm^  on  the  principle  that  any  snch 
exception  was  in  itadf  unnecessary.   The  Duke  of  PortUmd 
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ftnd  his  Majesty^f  law  Benrante  here  agree  abo  entiiely  with 

Ilia  Lordship  on  the  necessity  of  an  Act  of  Indemnity  to  pro- 
tect individuals  a^inst  personal  actions,  and  the  clause  in- 
flicting a  penaltj  on  persona  violating  the  conditions  of  their 
pardon  haa  been  struck  out  on  your  Lordahip^a  suggestion, 
and  for  the  reasons  you  state. 

Bat  I  am  direeted  by  the  Duke  of  Porttoad  to  desire  thai 
your  Lordship  would  be  pleased  to  inform  his  Exoellencj  that 
it  is  the  unanimous  opinik>n  of  his  Majesty's  eonfidential  sei^ 
vants  that,  in  the  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  making  it  felony 
for  any  of  the  individuals  pardoned  on  condition  to  violate  the 
condition  of  their  pardon,  a  clause  bliould  be  inserted  making 
it  felony  to  correspond  with  the  banished  persons,  esDo^pi  bjf 
nrtue  of  a  Uetme^  under  the  ha  nd  of  ike  Lord-IAeiamani  or  one 
of  ike  Seoretariee  SMe^  which  lioense,  it  is  obsenredy  will  do 
away  with  any  objection  that  can  be  made  on  acoonnt  of  the 
hardship  of  these  persons  bdng  prednded  fiom  corresponding 
with  their  friends  and  relations. 

His  Graco  directs  me  to  add  that  no  measure  but  this  can 
preclude  an  Executive  Committee  trom  sittinf;  at  Hamburg, 
and  receiving  Provincial,  County,  and  Baronial  Beports  as 
regularly  as  has  been  done  at  Dublin.  It  is  also  suggested  by 
his  Grace  that  the  persons  excepted  from  pardon  should  be 
summoned  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  suzrender,  and,  in  defoult 
of  surrendering,  that  they  should  be  attainted,  and  that  it  should 
be  made  felony  also  to  correspond  with  them. 

A  warrant  has  been  granted  to  transfer  both  M'Gucky  and 
Dowdall  to  Ireland,  it  being  thought  more  expedient  on  every 
account  that  the  latter  should  be  dischaiged  in  Dublin  than  at 
LiverpooL 

I  am  forther  directed  by  the  Doke  of  Portland  to  desire 
that  your  Lordship  would  inform  his  Excellency  that  it  is  the 
particular  wish  of  all  his  Majesty  s  confidential  servants,  if 

the  thiiifj  cun  pos^ildif  be  done  without  serious  inconvenience,  that 
the  drafts  of  all  such  bills  as  are  intended  to  follow  or  accom- 
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pany  the  Aet  of  Pardon  as  being  in  any  way  connected  with 

it,  nr,\y  be  tjoiit  over  to  be  considered  by  his  Maie8ty''8  law 
servants  here  before  they  are  brought  into  ]*ai  luuiieui.  As 
Hiniiiar  Bills  must  iu  almost  every  case  be  brought  into  the 
Parliament  of  this  country,  as  soon  as  it  shall  meet,  it  is  cou- 
aidered  most  material  that  they  should  be  caroiuUy  considered 
and  examined  with  a  reference  to  both  eoontries  before  they 
pass  into  a  UiiW  in  either. 

I  have  the  honolkr  to  be»  &6., 

William  Wickham. 

PS. — The  uanies  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  NN'Mniiek  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Adair  being  8til!  imperfectly  defcerihed  in  the 
note  which  your  Lordship  has  transmitted  to  me,  it  ha^  been 
thought  advieahle  that  their  names  should  be  omitted  alto- 
gether.   W.  W. 


Mr,  Wickkam  to  Edward  CoaJte,  E»q^ 
FkiTSte.  Whitefaall,  Aagwl  Sind,  1798. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  your 
letter  of  the  14th,  coutuiiiiug  some  observations  on  the  liill 

*  EdwHd  Cooke,  wboae  name  haa  oevend  times  appeared  in  the 
pieoeding  pageai  and  will  veiy  frequently  ooenr  hi  the  eoone  of  tbie 
Conespondenoe,  waa  one  of  the  ablest  and  moat  efficient  of  Lord  Castle- 

reagh*8  assistants  in  his  official  career.  He  waa  educated  at  Etoa  and 
King^s  College,  Cambridge,  of  which  bis  Ikthcr,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Cooke, 
Dean  of  Ely,  was  Provost.  About  the  year  1778,  he  accompanied  Sir 
Kicliardllcron,  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  asLord- 
Licutciiant  of  Ireland,  to  tbrit  country,  in  qiinlity  of  his  private  Secretary  ; 
in  1789  was  appointed  Secretary  for  the  Military  Department,  and  ob- 
tained a  seat  in  the  Jri>h  rarliament.  From  this  post  he  waa  removed 
by  Earl  Fitzwilliani,  whose  successor,  Earl  Camden,  pave  him  the  office 
of  Sccretaiy  iur  the  Civil  Depai'tmcut,  wineii  lie  helil  uii  the  Uuioxi 
between  the  two  eoontriea.  The  reasooi  assigned  by  Mr.  Cooke,  in  one 
of  hk  numeioua  letters  to  Lord  Caatlercagh,  for  resigning  that  situation, 
flirnish  the  moat  honourable  evidence  of  the  eonaiateney  of  hia  prin* 
dplca  andthe  mtcgrity  of  his  character ;  and,  m  the  h%h  official  attuar 
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of  Pardon.  I  will  not  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  points 
to  wliich  tliey  relate,  a?»  aiiytluiii;  of  the  kind  would  be  now 
i^uitc  useless.  I  trust  that  the  Bill,  hi  its  present  shape,  will 
be  found  sufficient  to  answer  every  purpose.  It  has  been 
thoroughly  considered  by  the  law  officers  here,  and  the  differ* 
ence  betweeo  their  opinion  and  that  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
does  not  seem  to  be  yeiy  material  on  any  leading  point. 

The  accounts  from  the  Mediterranean  are  still  yery  contra- 
dictory. I  sufiered  the  mbment  of  the  post  to  pass  by  without 
writing  either  to  Lord  Castlereayh  or  yourself  tlic  subdtaiice 
of  the  int«.'lliixencu  received  by  a  mcssens^er  from  Constanti- 
nople ;  so  that  you  will  learn  it  first  from  the  newspaper, 
where  of  course  it  is  given  very  incorrectly.  The  captain  of 
the  Port  of  Alexandria  had  escaped  from  that  place  at  the 
moment  that  it  was  attacked  by  the  French,  somewhere  about 
the  7th  of  July.  He  says  that  the  French  had  a  laige  ibrce 
both  in  line-of-battle  ships  and  transports,  and,  what  is  most 
estmordinary,  that  the  English  fleet  had  been  there  two  days 
before.  The  Turks  were  most  indignant  at  this  unprovoked,  and, 
as  tliey  eall  it,  unexpected,  attack,  and  war  was  expected  to  be 
declared  in  form  against  the  French  at  0ou8taiitiiio]>Ie,  the  day 
after  the  messenger  left  that  place  (the  23rd  July). 

In  the  mean  time,  the  reports  of  an  action  near  Candia  are  in 
some  measure  confirmed  by  the*  mail  arriyed  to-day.  There 
is  in  particular  a  letter  from  the  British  Consul  at  Venice,  of 

tions  snbsequently  filled  by  Locd  Caitleietgh,  as  a  member  of  the  Britivh 
cftbinet,  he  hid  agaitt  the  advanlage  of  accnriug  the  aealoiis  and  Talnable 
aerrioea  of  Mr.  Cooke. 

From  a  personal  kno\vledge»  daring  a  long  aeries  of  years,  of  this  gen- 
tleman,  while  acting  as  Under-secrctary  of  State  to  Lord  Castlereaghinthe 
War  and  Colonial  Department,  the  Editor  of  this  Correspondence  cannot 
refrain  from  here  recording  the  veneration,  respect,  and  affection  which  he 
entertained  for  him.  W.  Hamilton,  Ewj.,  one  of  the  mo«t  able,  official, 
public  servants  tliat  ever  accepted  office  under  the  Crown,  wjls  also  of  great 
a^istanco  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his  ardiions  career;  he  was  his  Under- 
Secretary  oi  btatc,  lor  many  years,  in  tlie  Foreign  Office. 
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the  3id  Instant,  that  spedks  of  soeh  an  eY«iit  havuig  happened 
with  iome  degree  of  poaitivenefls. 

No  further  accounts  have  been  received  of  the  ftigafeee  that 

sailed  lately  from  Rochefort.  There  is  a  frigate  ready  to  sail 
from  Dunkirk,  uo  doubt  with  the  persoas  of  whom  you  have 
lately  received  iufbrmatiou.  A  part  of  the  Breat  deet  seems 
detriroofl  to  put  to  sea. 

I  am,  with  the  tniest  regard, 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

Mr.  Wiekiam  $o  Lord  CattUreagfL 
Seeiek  WUtehaU,  August  17M. 

My  Lord — I  have  leeeiTed  the  honour  of  yonr  Lordship's 

letter  of  the  17th,  marked  secret,  containing  the  substance  of 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Artliur  (JX'oinior,  on  the  subject  of 
hisjounii  y  to  Switzerland,  which,  thou<^h  not  quite  fail  as 
mi^ht  have  been  wished,  is  yet  extremely  important,  as  it 
established  the  fact  of  a  more  early  eommunication  with  the 
Freneh  than  had  been  generally  enppoeed,  and  leara  no  doubt 
about  the  mvaeion  of  General  Hoehe  having  been  solieited  by 
traitors  from  Ireland. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  privaU  oomnranieation  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  with  wliom  Mr.  CVConnorand  liis  friends 
liavo  corresponded  abroa<.i  wuald  answer  the  particular  purpose 
required  by  tlic  Duke  of  Portland,  as  it  was  explained  in  my 
letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  1 8th  instant ;  but  his  Graoe 
particularly  desires  me  to  say,  that  any  information,  in  what- 
ever  manner  it  ean  be  obtained,  that  in  any  way  reUtes  to 
this  Tery  dangerous  oonneiion,  must  always  be  eonsidered  as 
highly  useful  and  important,  and  that  it  is  his  particular  denre 
that  no  pains  may  be  spared  in  collecting  every  fact  that  may 
tend  to  throw  any  light  on  the  subject. 

I  would  mo^t  willingly  uicutiou  to  your  Lordsliip  any  points 
to  which  I  should  consider  it  important  that  the  prisoners 
should  be  examined  in  private  $  but  there  are  none,  it  ooours 
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to  me  at  this  moment,  that  have  not  been  very  well  con- 
sidered by  your  Lordship. 

It  will  certainly  not  escape  your  Lordship  that  the  nature 
and  extent  of  Mr.  0''Gonnor^B  connection  in  this  conntxy 
shoold,  if  possible,  be  aoeontely  known.  It  is  difficult  to 
belieye  tb«t  mmo  fsm  of  his  friemds  here  should  not  have 
known  the  real  objeet  of  one»  if  not  of  both,  his  jonmeys,  and 
it  would  be  a  great  satisfkction  to  the  GoTemment  here  to 
have  that  line  very  distinctly  drawn. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c., 

William  Wickham, 

Mr.  Wickhain  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 
Secret.  mitehall,  August  22nd,  1798. 

My  Lord — T  have  the  honour  to  send  your  Lordship  enclosed, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
according  to  the  directions  I  have  received  firom  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  an  extract  of  a  letter  firom  Sir  James  Crsnfiird  to 
Lord  Grenville,  received  by  the  mail  that  arrived  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

EtBtiraei  of  a  LttUrJrom  Sir  Jame$  Oraa^wrd  to  Lord  Grmnlle, 

Hambuig,  Angnrt  11, 1796. 

William  Greet,  of  Dublin,  left  thb  place  lately  for  Paris ; 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  treasonable  nature  of  Ids  mission. 
He  returned  lately  from  Amsterdam,  where  he  had  been  on 
business  of  the  like  nature.  He  was  known  to  ^av,  whilst 
here,  that  a  French  en^neer  officer,  of  the  name  of  Blin, 
would  shortly  arrive  here  on  his  way  to  Ireland.  He  is  htly 
years  of  age,  five  feet  five  inches  high,  (French  measure)  rather 
corpulent,  fresh^eoloured,  round  fiioe,  scarcely  any  eyebrows : 
he  wears  a  very  fiur  round  eurled  wig,  a  blue  coat,  and  red 
collar.   He  speaks  French  badly. 

Bumes,  or  Barnes,  an  Englishman,  commanding  a  Ham* 
burg  ship,  bound  to  Calcutta,  sails  about  the  14th  of  this 
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month :  he  has  several  Franeh  p—ongeia  on  board.  Barnes 
is  abont  twentj-eighi  or  thirty  years  of  age,  five  feet  three 
inehes  high,  brown  complexion,  oval  fiM»,  generally  dieaeed  in 
grey  or  bloe.    I  have  just  learnt  this :  they  oonld  not  tell  me 

the  name  of  Burnes'  ship,  and  I  fear  I  shall  not  leam  it  in 
time  for  this  post. 

N.  B.  Til  is  is  the  man  of  the  name  of  Barr,  or  Bare,  of 
whom  inibrmation  has  already  been  given  :  it  is  supposed  that 
he  means  to  go  North  about,  and  put  either  arms  or  men 
ashore  in  some  part  of  the  North  of  Ireland.    W.  W. 


Mr.  Wickham  to  Lord  C<uUtireagh» 
Secret.  Whitehall,  Aegust  28, 1798. 

My  Lord— >I  have  the  honour  to  send  yoor  Lordship  en- 
closed, by  direction  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  far  the  infbrma- 

tion  of  the  Lord-Liontenant,  the  copy  of  a  li  ttir  from  Mr. 
Nepean'  of  y«',«iterday  >  date,  enclojjinir  some  iutelligeuee  re- 
latiiiir  to  the  destiiiiitioii  of  tlie  frigates  tliat  have  lately  left 
Kochetbrt,  of  which  your  Lordship  has  been  informed. 

I  am,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  your  Lordship  that,  by 
the  latest  intelligence  reoeiyed  from  Dunkirk,  there  are  now 
three  frigates  in  that  port  ready  to  put  to  sea,  and  that  Napper 
Tandy  and  several  other  Irishmen  are  there  ready  to  embark. 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  bo,  &c., 

William  Wickham, 

Admindty  Oflioe,  Augaet  21, 1796. 
Sir — I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  the  enclosed  copy  of  intelligence  obtained  from 
the  officers  and  the  banished  prie.«<ts  on  board  the  French 
national  corvette  l*a  Vaillanto,  captured  by  H.  M.  S.  Inde- 
fatigable. I  am,  &c., 

Etan  Nbpban. 

*  Seeretaiy  of  the  Admiralty. 
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Information  obtained  by  Sir  Edward  Pellett,  Bart.^  Commands 
of  Jffis  Majesty's  SAip  IndefaH^fobk,  bekotm  the  2dA^  July 
andMAMffutt^  1798. 

August  8th.  The  officers  of  La  Vaillante  corvette,  captured 
this  day,  examined  separately,  report  that  they  left  Roehefort 
Ist  Augriist,  nnd  parsed  in  ilic  road  of  Aix  La  Concorde,  La 
Med^,  La  Franchise,  irigales,  and  La  Bayonnoise,  corrette, 
the  latter  having  on  board  125  banished  priests  and  convicts. 
On  the  4th  they  sailed  from  Isle  de  Bh^  where  they  embarked 
their  prisoners,  through  the  Pertuis  Breton,  and  were  told  the 
above  from  ships  sailed;  also  that  day  through  Pertuis 
d^Antioche,  and  saw  four  sail  ahead  of  them  at  sea,  on  the 
evening  of  the  chase  (the  7th)  wliich  they  supposed  to  be  the 
same  squadron.  They  knew  nothing  of  the  three  frigates,  but 
by  report ;  one  of  which  sailed  to  Ireland  with  small  arms, 
the  other  to  Guadaloupe:  they  had  on  board  1500  troops. 
Strong  reports  also  proTailed  that  two  ships  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates  at  Brest  were  embarking  artillery  and  small 
aims  fi>r  Ireland. 

Edward  Pbllew. 
(Copy)    Signed   A.  GaaDNEB. 


T/is  Jl*fc.  J.  A,  Hamilton  to  Lord  Oomwaliif, 

Armagbf  August  24,  1798. 
May  it  please  yonr  Excellency — Impressed  as  I  am  with 
a  foil  oonfidence  of  yonr  Excellency's  abilities,  talents,  and 
public  spirit,  I  feel  no  apology  neoessaiy  fer  approaching  yon 
on  a  sabject  of  bnsuiess,  intimately  connected  with  your  sup- 
posed beneficent  intentions  with  regard  to  this  kingdom  and 
the  duties  of  A  our  ]iii:li  station.  As  one  of  tlie  executors  of 
that  trui  V  wise  man  and  enlightened  prelate,  the  late  Primate 
Bobinson,  1  humbly  request  to  inform  you  that  that  great 
character  thought  nothing  would  tend  so  much  to  conciliate 
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and  soften  down  the  minds  of  oar  wioos  seeUries  in  tha 

uortli  of  Ireland,  ami  bind  them  to  the  common  interests  of 
the  empire,  tlie  fuundatiuu  of  a  "Second  University  in  the 
Province  ot  L  kter.^  His  own  muuiiiccut  labours  at  Armagh 
haTO  pointed  mit  that  place  ior  the  seat  of  this  UniTersity, 
inasmneb  as  a  College  or  eeminaiy  of  ednoation  already  flou- 
liflhes  nnder  an  eminent  gentleman  at  Armagh.  We  hare  a 
great  endowed  pnblie  Library,  and  also  a  well-endowed  Obeer- 
vatory  and  Mnseam  for  Astronomy  and  Natural  Philosophy, 
at  wliich  I  have  the  honour  to  pre«ide.  There  is  also  jPlOOO 
bequeathed  for  a  Chapel,  which  would  answer  for  the  College, 
and  ^^5000  to  erect  the  buildin«^s,  Sue. 

In  the  present  anxious  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  your 
Excellency's  more  ui^gent  and  important  cares,  1  should  not 
think  of  pressing  this  business  forward  to  your  notice,  bat  that 
I  believe  those  statesmen  who  shoold  more  properly  iqi^roaoh 
yoa  on  these  sabjeets  are  too  much  engaged  with  the  weighty 
affairs  of  the  day  to  be  at  k'iisure  for  the  concerns  of  quieter 
times ;  and  I  am  to  tell  you  that,  if  the  body  of  this  Uni- 
versity is  not  iucoq>orat4»d  %^ithin  a  little  more  than  one  year, 
the  legacy  of  JBoOOO  will  lapse.  I  therefore  only  throw  these 
hints  out  to  your  Excellency,  ready,  should  you  at  any  time 
require  it,  to  give  full  information  of  all  local  circumstances 
that  might  lead  to  the  completion  of  this  great  national  object. 
With  all  pcflsible  consideration  and  respect,  dee., 

I  am,  &C., 

James  A.  Hamilton. 


Lord  CasUerea^h  to  Mr.  Wickham. 
Private.  Dublin  Caitle,  August  26,  1798. 

Sir — I  am  to  communicate,  for  the  Duke  of  Portland's  in- 
formation, that  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieatenant  proceeded 
by  the  canal  this  day  to  Tnllamore,  accompanied  by  a  con- 
body  of  troops.    Since  his  Excellency's  depar- 
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ture,*  letters  hayebeenreceiyed  from  Major-General  Hatchinson, 
then  at  Castlebar,  dated  the  25th,  statins:  that  the  eneni  \  ii^wl 
not  yet  attempted  to  move  forward  from  Killala;  that  it  did 
not  appear  that  any  considerable  body  of  the  inhabitants  had 
joined  them  ;  and  that^  in  the  course  (^iiid  march,  he  had  found 
the  people  employed  at  their  usual  labour,  and  apparently  well- 
du^KMwd.  The  Major-€le&enil  expected,  in  tlie  coune  of  the  25tli 
and  26th,  to  have  titefa  a  Ibree  aasembled  at  OaeUebar  as  would 
enable  him  to  move  forward  and  attack  the  enemy. 

The  messenger  arrived -this  morning  with  the  Bill  of  Pardon 
and  tiie  Despatches  witii  which  he  was  charged.  The  Bill  will 
be  presented  to  the  Lords  to-morrow.  The  clause  for  preventing 
correspondence  with  the  exiled  permm  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Bill  of  Banishment,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  received 
the  Lord-Lieutenant^s  instructions  to  transmit  for  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  consideration.  The  Bill  is  now  in  Committee  before 
the  Lords :  before  it  can  pass  through  the  Gommoos,  there  will 
be  ftdl  time  for  receiving  any  observations  his  Grace,  npon 
communication  with  the  King's  law-servants  in  England,  may 
have  to  make  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  am  nutho- 
rized  by  his  Excellency  to  re<(uc.st  that  the  communication 
may  not  be  delayed,  as  it  is  very  desirable  to  expedite  the 
bosinesB  now  before  Parliamenti  so  as  to  diflchaige  the  mem* 
hers  from  their  attendance. 

The  Lord'Lieatenant  considers  the  elaose  making  it  a  trans- 
portable foionj  for  persons  banished  by  sentence  of  a  Conrt- 
Martial  to  return  into  the  kingdom  without  licen.se,  as  indis- 
pensable to  the  public  safety.  If  these  military  triliunals 
cannot  sentence  to  banishment,  either  the  country  must  be 
exposed,  atler  the  struggle  is  over,  to  have  the  most  dangerous 
characters  turned  loose  on  it,  or  the  sentence  must  in  all  cases 
be  capital— an  alternative  so  objectionable  as,  in  his  Excel- 

*  Lord  Comwallis  left  Dublin  to  assume  the  command  of  the  troops 
eollccted  ibr  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  ansll  IVench  Ibm  voder 
Geaersl  Hnmbot,  which  bad  Isoded  it  KiMs. 

VOL.  I.  .  Y 

•  » •  * . 
*»  •  ♦ . 
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leDcj'e  judgment,  folly  jastifiM  the  LegiilatiiTe  in  lending  its 
sanction  to  judgments  passed  by  the  only  trilmnais  then  eus- 

tent,  and  wliicli  caunot  now  be  revised  without  great  incon- 
veuience  and  confusion. 

The  Bill  of  Attainder  is  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow 
in  the  Commone :  it  has  been  much  oouteeted,  but  the  decision 
has  been  in  two  oases  perfectly  nnanimons,  and  in  the  third 
with  only  five  dissenttents.  I  nndentand  the  &et  of  crimi- 
nality will  not  be  disputed  by  the  parties  in  the  Lords ;  the 
principal  resistance  was  made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Grogan,  but, 
upon  full  investigation,  it  appeared  that  he  entered  deliberately 
into  the  rebellion  as  th(?  most  probable  means  of  saving  his 
property,  which  maked  liis  attainder,  as  an  example,  peculiarly 
seasonable. 

The  Bill  summoning  the  fugitives  to  surrender  merely  states 
that  the  peiaons  named  stand  ehaiged  with  treason,  and  have 
fled  from  justice,  and  attaints  them  in  defiuilt  of  surrender  by 
•  day  named.  I  shall,  by  the  next  mail,  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  Bill,  as  also  of  the  Bill  of  Attainder  against  Lord  Edward 
and  others,  as  amended  in  tho  Committpc.  It  \v;i.s  tliought 
necessary  to  oxainiuo  evidence  at  the  Bar  of  tiie  Lords  in 
support  of  the  Act  against  the  fui:itive.s.  Some  of  the  perfsons 
excepted  out  of  the  Bill  of  General  Paxdon  could  not  be  in- 
cluded from  defect  of  evidence. 

You  will  observe  the  penalty  of  attaint  is  incurred  by  the 
penons  rooMving  their  pardon  on  condition  of  banishmeut, 
should  they  be  found  at  lai)^  in  England.  The  dime  is  as 
perfect  in  them  from  that  moment  as  if  they  had  returned  to 
Ireland,  though  it  can  only  be  iiujuirud  of  in  this  country. 
As  thfc)  Secretary  of  State's  waiTant  may  always  apprehend 
and  transmit  them  to  Ireland,  it  is  to  be  considered  whether 
any  &rther  provision  will  be  requisite  to  exclude  them  from 
Great  Britain. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Oavan,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose.  I  was  under  the  necessity 
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of  forwiiding  General  Hatohiiiflon*B  to  the  Lotd-Lientenaat 
80  speedily  aa  to  be  preeltided  from  taking  a  oopy,  hot  haTe 
aboTe  stated  the  snbstaDoe.   I  have  direeted  several  copiee  of 

the  report  to  be  sent  by  the  messenger.    The  Lords  will 

rtjtijT  t  ill  a  lew  days,  when  it  is  proposed  that  the  two  Houses 
should  jointly  address  tlie  Lord-Lieutouant,  at  the  same  time 
laying  before  him  copiee  of  their  reBpecti?e  reports,  to  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  King. 

I  have  the  honour,  kr., 
  Castlkkeagu. 

Mr»  WkkAam  to  Lord  CasUereagh. 
Secret.  Whitehall,  AqgosC  38, 1796. 

My  Lord — haye  receiyed  the  honour  of  your  Lordsfaip^i 
lettor  of  the  24fth  instant,  containing;  the  aeoonnt  of  the  landing 

of  the  French  troops  in  the  Bay  of  Killala.  I  have  not  a  doubt 
that  this  attempt  is  intended  to  be  combined  with  a  more 
powerful  one  that  is  to  be  made  in  the  South,  should  the  equi- 
noctial gales  once  oblige  hia  Majeaty^s  fleet  to  abandon  its 
station  before  Brest ;  and,  as  such  an  eyent  Is  always  possible, 
though,  I  trusty  hardly  probable,  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Lord-Lientenant  will  be  able  to  cnuh  this  force  before 
it  be  so  increased  by  the  assistanoe  that  the  disaffected  in  Ire- 
land win  be  able  to  fbmish  it,  as  to  find  employment  for  the 
flower  oi  iht  King's  troops  in  the  North,  whilst  a  descent  sli;ill 
be  effected  on  their  rear  by  a  force  with  which  it  may  be  found 
far  more  diflficult  to  cope. 

1  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  ^en  from 
bis  horse  to-day,  and,  though  he  reoeiyed  no  material  injury, 
yet  he  is  so  much  bruised  aa  to  be  obliged  to  keep  his  bed. 
His  Grace  has,  howeyer,  insisted  with  so  mneh  earnestness  and 
so  much  effeet  on  the  necessity  of  sending  a  reinforcement  to 
Ireland,  that  his  iUness  has  hitherto  been  attended  with  no  in- 
convenience t/»  the  public  service.  I  am  not  without  a  hope 
that  a  still  larger  force  may  be  ttent  immediately  and  retained 

Y  2 
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in  Inlind,  duriug  a  part,  at  Unst,  of  the  winter;  hat  of  tluB  I 
dare  not  say  anything  at  present  that  maj  lead  to  an  expeetar 

tion  of  tliu  kind,  a.s  tin.  i natter  has  been  hitherto  only  slightly 
mentioned  hy  his  Cirace  to  the  Coniniander-in-Chief,  and  has 
not  yet,  I  boheye,  been  taken  into  consideration  bj  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  Ministers. 

The  Hambnig  papen  of  to-day  apeak  vrith  great  confidence 
of  a  vietoiy  obtained  by  Admiial  Ndeon  OTcr  Bnonaparte ;  and 
it  appean,  hj  an  oiEcul  aoconnt  reeeiTed  at  Vienna  ftom  Gon- 
etantmople,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  that  Admiral  NeUwn  was  at 
Alexandria  on  the  28th  of  June  with  his  whole  fleet ;  that,  on 
hearing  nothins^  of  Buonaparte  there,  he  hiui  sailed  to  meet 
him,  directing  bin  course  towards  Caiidia.  This  despatch  from 
Constantinople  says  nothing  of  the  rest  of  the  runaway  Turk's 
atoiy. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

William  Wickham. 
PS.  fiiercn  p.M.i»Thongh  I  have  not  yet  receiTed  a  copy 
of  the  instrnctions  given  to  Geneial  Knox,  yet  I  consider  it  of 
anch  importance  tfaAt  the  LordrLientenant  shonld  be  informed 
of  thereinfbrcement  that  Is  intraded  to  be  sent  out,  that  I  will 
not  delay  the  niesscugci  any  longer,  and  the  instructions  shall 
b«^  forwarded  to-morrow.  I  trust  that  your  Lordsliip  will  have 
the  goodness  to  explain  this  circumstance  to  his  Excellency. 


Lord  Camden  to  Lord  Castlt  reagh. 

BaybMn  Abbey,  Aogast  81, 1798. 
Dear  CSasHereigh— I  have  delayed  writing  to  you  upon  a 
subject  intereeting  to  all  yonr  fiiends,  but  peculiarly  so  to 
yourself,  from  a  difficulty  I  ftel  in  addressing  you  upon  it  as 
clearly  a.ud  as  satisfactorily  as  1  had  hoped  before  this  time  to 
have  done.  T  will  give  you  the  whole  course  of  the  iutorma- 
tion  I  have  collected,  and  leave  it  to  your  judgment  to  decide 
what  shall  be  the  conduct  yon  will  pursue. 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


1798.]  viscouirr  gastlebeaqh.  325 

I  beliere  I  told  you  that  when  I  firat  oonYflraed  with  Mr. 
Pitt  upon  jour  coDtiniiiiig  Seerotary  (wbb  Mr.  PdUuun  to  r»- 
main  in  England),  I  found  a  prejudice  in  his  mind,  as  well  as 

in  that  of  others,  against  an  Iriahman  occupying  that  office. 
The  line  you  have  adopted,  and  tlie  perfect  impartiality  you 
have  shown,  have  so  much  takeu  ofi  that  prejudice  iu  Pittas 
mind,  that  he  appeared,  when  I  saw  him  at  Wabner,  to 
have  totally  OTeioome  those  prejudioeB  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded, and  to  wish  that  the  deotrioa  waa  taken  by  Pelham  mi 
l»  rekum^  and  to  appoint  you.  He  does  not  appear  to  hare 
altered  hia  opinion,  hut  I  learned  from  him  that  Lord  Cora- 
wallis  had  requested  his  friend  General  Ross  to  sound  Thomas 
Grenville  as  to  going  to  Ireland,  but  lie  wished  very  mu<  li  the 
de<5ision  to  be  taken,  and  I  am  sure  would  prefer  your  appoint- 
ment.   So  iar  go  my  commumcations  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  endeavoured,  while  Pelham  was  here,  to  bring  him  to  some 
point.  On  the  first  day  of  his  arrival  he  appeared  determined 
not  to  return  to  Irehmd,  but,  on  the  aubsequent  day,  we  war 
yeiaed  on  anbjeeta  which  would  be  to  take  place  were  he  in 
Ireland,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  has  yet  taken  his  aboolute  de- 
cision. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  state  to  you  exactht  how  this 
matter  stauds  at  present,  as  the  time  approaches  when  some 
arrangement  ought  to  take  place.  It  is  with  great  caution  I 
flhall  preenme  to  offer  any  advice  upon  this  subjeot,  as  I  know 
from  experienoe  an  unexpected  retirement  firom  office  is  a  oir^  ' 
cumetanoe  by  no  meana  suited  to  the  feelings  of  mankind  in 
genend.  At  the  same  time,  my  friendship  for  you  will  not 
allow  me  to  oouceal  from  you  that  I  think  you  should  not  sufi'er 
this  arrangement  to  remain  undecided  now  that  the  Piulia- 
ment  will  .soon  rise,  and  that  vou  have  borne  and  carried 
through  all  the  difficulti^  of  this  session.  Whether  this  de- 
cision of  Mr.  Pelham^s  should  be  brought  about  by  your  writing 
to  him,  or  by  any  application  to  Lord  Comwallis,  I  cannot 
venture  to  advise.   I  need  not,  however,  say  that,  if  I  can  be 
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of  any  use  to  you  in  promoting  your  -viewa^  I  am  eompletoly 
ftt  yonr  oomnumds. 

I  understood  from  Pitt  that  he  mm  rather  deairoOB  of  aend- 
ing  Mr.  Grenytlle  to  the  Continent,  and  it  waa  npon  that 

account,  as  well  as  upon  your  own,  that  it  wa^  dosirable  the 
negociation  slinuld  no  longer  be  deterred. 

T  am  mucli  oblif^  to  you  for  your  letters  reJ'poftins;  the 
landing  of  the  French.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  rather  be 
naefbl  than  otherwise:  it  will  be  considered,  if  the  common 
people  do  not  join  them,  aa  a  teat  of  their  loyaby^  and  will 
therefore  profent  foture  mTaaion  andinanrreetion.  Whenlaay 
it  will  be  oonatdered  aa  »  proof  of  their  loyalty,  I  do  not  mean 
that  it  would  be  jmtly  so,  for  I  do  not  really  believe  tfa«r  loy- 
alty to  be  sincere ;  but  the  correction  their  associates  have 
receiv(Hl  in  the  parts  of  the  country  which  have  been  in  a  state 
of  rebellion  will  prevent  their  joimug  tiic  enemy,  and  they  will 
give  an  onoordial  aaaiatance  to  unr  troopa,  which  will  be  enough 
for  yonr  pntpoae  at  preeent. 

Ever  youa,  Oamdbn. 


4^ Lard  CattUr^aph^t  respecting  Unittd  Iritkmmahroadf 
ficm  (0h§r9  film  Mr,  Wiekkam. 

ConHiiciUial.  Indorsed  Augmt,  179K. 

Duckett,  travelling  from  Paris  through  Hanover,  arrested 
by  mistake  for  an  Irishman  of  the  name  of  Keating.  Scholia, 
the  Roaaian  miniater  at  Hambnig^  interferea. 

Snppoaed  to  he  deapatehea  by  the  Iriah  Committee  and 
Jaeolnn  Clnb— haying  addreaaea  and  deelarationa. 

A  man  calling  himaelf  Ckirdon,  now  in  Hambntg,  who 
served  with  the  rebels. 

Duckett,  Junior,  is  employed  in  ihidiii«j^  out  agent8.  Captain 
Williams,  Despard,  Tremlett,  a  naval  officer,  Palmer  of  Bar- 
nard's Inn. 

A  Philosophical  Society  established  at  Hamburg.  Cole,  Hoi- 
croft'*a  aon-in-Uw,  Hartman,  and  Myers,  principal  membera. 
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Lord  CatUeroagh  (apparmiU^J  to  tk4  Lon^Lieutmani, 

Most  Secret  and  Oonfidential. 

My  dear  Lord — 1  believe  I  have  adverted  to  all  the  points 
in  Mr.  Wickham's  letters,  except 

Dillon  being  a  Blrector,  which  is,  T  am  sure,  a  mistake. 

O'Hara^  a  merehant  in  Dublin  of  whom  I  have  no  trace, 
though  I  have  knowledge  of  one  O^Hara,  in  a  more  obacure 
line. 

The  vault  in  St.  Bride*s,  wlueh  is  not  yet  searched. 

General  Smith,'  said  to  be  at  Liverpool,  who  commanded  at 
Ballvnahinch. 

I  have  written  to  Greneral  Myers  as  to  Jameson. 

I  have  copies  of  the  letters  and  enclosures. 

I  could  not  answer  Mr.  Wickham^s  inquiry  as  to  the  ad- 
dress published  in  the  Beport  of  the  Secret  Committee,  as  I 
had  lent  mj  oopy  to  the  Speaker. 


Mr,  WickJiam  to  Lord  Cmtlereagh. 
Secret  Whitehall,  September  1, 1798.    9  p.m. 

M J  Lord— >I  haye  received  the  honour  of  your  Lordship^s 
letters  of  the  27th  by  the  common  post,  and  those  of  the  28th 
and  29th,  by  the  messengers  Maryon  and  Poyle,  this  momiug. 
I  trust  your  Lordship  will  find  that  his  Excellency's  wishes 
have  been  aiitioipated,  that  tlic  reinforcements  now  sendini^  to 
Ireland  are  as  extensive,  and  that  their  embarkation  will  be 
made  as  expeditioafily^  as  could  have  been  hoped  for  or  ex- 
pected by  the  most  sanguine. 

The  strength  of  the  Militia  regiments  has  been  estimated 
very  low,  on  the  supposition  that  a  company  at  least  of  each 
regiment  would  decline  the  serrice.  A  large  portion  of  the 
Devonshire  regiment  has  oljeeted  to  embark  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  iuteutiou  to  employ  them,  and  that  they 

^  Tbif  was  the  name  ■flnimed  by  Theobald  Wulia  Tooe. 
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weie  to  mtSht  all  the  plagae  ind  inoonvenienoa  of  »  bm  "voyage 
only  to  show  theiiiaelTw  on  the  ooaat  of  Ireltnd,  and  ratnm 

to  their  old  quarters  without  ooining  to  Uows  with  the  enemy. 

The  despatches  arrived  to-day,  when  their  contents  shall  be 
known,  will  probably  remove  all  their  doubts  on  that  point ; 
and  I  cau  almost  venture  to  say,  that  your  Lordship  will  find 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  regiment  will  have  embarked  with  . 
pleaaniOb  when  it  shall  have  learned  that  there  is  really  ooei^ 
aion  for  their  aerrieea.  The  animal  of  the  four  ngimeiita  now 
aetnalfy  embarked  moat  of  eonrse  depend  on  the  winda,  and 
therefore  nothing  can  be  promiaed  aa  to  the  day  on  whieh  yon 
may  expect  them  at  Waterford ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to 
hope,  unless  very  stronoj  westerly  winds  hliuuki  ^et  in  imme- 
diatelv.  tliat,  even  iu  tradiiiL^  it  douu  the  Channel,  five  or  six 
days       \w  sutHcient  to  carry  them  to  the  coast  uf  Ireland. 

The  Herefordshire  and  Leicestershire  will,  I  hope,  be  landed 
ait  Bnnhem  Gap  on  Friday  next ;  and  the  remaining  Beren 
regimenta  will  probably  arrive  m  the  same  neighbonihood 
between  Friday  and  Tuesday.  Their  ordevB  are  positiTO,  to 
proceed  from  thence  direefcly  to  Dublin,  unless  his  Exc^ency 
should  think  proper  to  give  any  other  directions. 

1  w;w  iU  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  in  niy  power  to 
have  forwarded  your  Lordship  by  this  messens^er  the  draft  of 
the  Bill  for  eontinaiug  the  banishment,  &ic.  of  the  pardoned 
traitors ;  bat»  the  Solicitor-General  having  returned  it  to^y, 
with  some  vezy  important  obserrationa,  that  iqppear  veiy 
materially  to  affect  the  interests  and  seenrity  of  both  oounttiee, 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  felt  their  force,  has  taken  the  draft  of  the  Bill 
and  the  SoUcttor'^s  letter  with  him  to  Holwood,  where  the 
Solicitor  himself  is  to  meet  him  to-morrow  ;  and,  on  Monday, 
but  not  before,  I  shall  hope  to  receive  it,  when  not  a  moment 
will  be  lost  in  transniittinor  it  to  Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  to  whom  Mr.  Pitt  has  communi- 
cated his  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  this  day^s  date,  on  the 
subject  of  the  impudent  adTortisement  whi<^  Messrs.  M^Nevin, 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


VISCOUNT  CASTLEBEAGH 


329 


Emmeit,  and  OXknmor  htsvB  pobluhed  in  some  of  the  Dublin 
newspapers,  desires  me  to  aaj  to  your  Lordship  that  lie  enter- 
tains the  same  sentiments  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  every  point,  aud 
that  the  Lord  Cliancellor  concurs  with  them  most  entirely. 
•  The  division  of  the  French  fleet  destined  for  Ireland 
attempts  almost  daily  to  escape;  but,  as  its  efforts  have 
hitherto  proved  ineffeotoal,  so,  I  trust,  they  will  remain,  as 
nothing  can  exceed  the  Tigilanoe  and  aetiTity  which  Lord 
Bridport  has  hitherto  shown  in  hia  endeavoan  to  prereni 
them* 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &;c., 

WiLUAM  WiCKUAM. 


The  Might  Hon.  Wm,  Pitt  to  Lord  Castlereagk, 
Private^  Downing  Street,  SepCcnber  1, 1798. 

My  dear  Lord-^You  will  learn  by  the  official  despatches  of 
this  day  the  steps  which  we  hare  taken  fi>r  sending  as  expe- 
ditiously ad  posaiblo  all  the  reinl  i  cements  we  can,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  account  which  wo  received  this  morning.  I 
think  they  will  be  sufficient,  even  if  the  enemy  is  not  previ- 
ously cruslied,  to  answer  every  purpose. 

My  chief  raotiye  Ibr  troubling  you  now  is  the  desire  of  sug- 
gesting for  consideration  what  occurs  to  me  in  consequence  of 
the  very  indecent  and  offensive  advertisement  of  O^Connor  and 
the  other  traitors.  I  see  they  have  not  directly  contradicted 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  either  House ;  but  only  some 
statement  of  contents  (without  saying  what),  which  has  ap- 
peared in  a  newspaper.  The  design,  however,  under  that 
pretence  is  evidently  to  throw  a  doubt  on  the  Report,  and  to 
eneoarage  their  former  friends  at  the  present  crisis. 

Qovemment  and  Parliament  have  perhaps  already  taken 
suidi  measures  as  this  oeeurrenee  requires,  and,  at  all  events, 
you  will  judge  much  better  on  the  spot  whether  the  idea  I 
wish  to  suggest  can  be  acted  upon  with  propriety  or  advantage. 
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Bat  it  aeems  to  me  thai  it  mijcht  be  very  deiirable  to  reviye 
the  8eer0t  Oommittee  at  least  ef  the  Houee  of  Iioida,  for  the 

purpose  of  obliging  theee  persoiie  npon  oath,  either  explicitly 
to  coiilinn  their  evidence  in  ilie  Report,  or  to  contradict  it.  If 
they  do  the  first,  the  object  of  their  advertisemeut  will  be 
wholly  defeated;  if  the  second,  their  statement  now  must 
probably  be  one  which  can  be  proved  by  all  the  members  of 
the  eommittee  to  be  contrary  to  what  they  had  before  sworn  | 
and  if  in  any  material  point  they  attempt  to  do  away  the  effect 
of  what  they  had  before  sworn,  they  will  certainly  haye  broken 
the  agreement,  on  the  foith  of  which  they  were  assured  of 
pardon,  and  will  leare  themselTcsopen  to  be  proceeded  against 
to  any  extent  that  may  be  thought  advisable.  Wliat  ought 
to  he  the  decision  in  that  respect  must  depend  npon  the  exact 
nature  of  the  assurances  given  them,  and  upon  various  cir- 
camstances  with  which  I  am  not  enough  acquainted.  Bat  it 
seems  to  me,  as  for  as  I  am  informed,  that  they  will  (on  the 
supposition  I  have  stated)  hate  forfeited  their  only  title  to 
foigiTsness. 

At  all  OTents,  it  seems  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 

bnsiness  should  bv  some  mode  or  other  be  brought  to  siuli  a 
point  as  not  to  U\ive  thciu  the  double  advantai^e  of  dating 
away  (in  any  material  degree)  the  effect  of  their  disclosure, 
and  receiving  pardon  as  the  price  of  it.  I  must  repeat,  how- 
ever, that  I  suggest  this  merely  for  consideration,  feeling  that 
I  do  not  know  enough  to  form  any  decided  opinion. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  these  loose  ideas  instead  of  the 
Iiord-Lieutenant^  both  on  aocount  of  his  distance  from  Dublin, 
and  because  he  must  be  so  much  occupied.  If  you  think 
them  worth  communicating  to  the  Chancellor,  I  can  have  no 
objection  to  his  seeing  this  letter  j  and,  of  course,  (if  the  occa- 
sion is  not  entirely  passed)  I  should  wish  it  to  be  sent  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant.' 


^  Tlw  conclusion  of  this  letter  is  waatioig. 
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Mr,  Wiekiam  to  Lord  Oa$Uoroaffk, 

I'nvat*:  aiid  Secret.  Whitehall,  September  2,  1798. 

My  Lord — I  send  your  Lord.ship  endo.sed,  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  directions,  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  Dover,  confirmiiig  a  part  of  the  intelligence  which  I  had 
the  hoDonr  to  truiBmit  to  yoa  m  mj  letter  of  the  23nl  ult. ; 
and  I  am  to  reqaeet  that  yonr  Lordship  will  he  pleased  to 
.  eommanicate  the  same  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant^  for  his  Excel- 
lency's information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  izc, 

William  VVickuam, 

Custom  Honse,  Dover,  September  2, 
Eight  o'dook,  AM, 

Sir — Generals  Gbote  and  England  are  jnst  arrived  here  from 
Gfavelines,  from  whom  I  hare  recetvedthe  following  informa- 
tion. That  the  hrig  Anaereon,  about  100  tons  burthen,  sup- 
posed to  bo  the  fastest  sailer  in  France,  is  now  ready  to  sail 
from  Dunkirk  for  Ireland.  Slie  is  very  deeply  laden  with 
cannon  and  other  military  stores  ;  and  Aapper  Tandy,  now  a 
general  officer  in  the  service  of  Ireland,  with  several  other  Irish 
and  French  general  officers,  and  a  few  troops,  propose  to  sail  in 
her.  There  is  also  a  second  brig,  laden  with  military  stores, 
preparing  to  sail,  bnt  she  is  not  to  go  in  company  with  the 
Anacreon* 

  P.  Newport. 

Mr,  Wiekkam  to  Edward  Cooio^  JBkg, 

Secret.  Whitehsll,  SepCSBaber  4, 17M. 

Dear  Sir — ^Having  strong  reason  to  believe  that  a  person  of 

the  name  of  Doyle,  and  another  of  tlic  name  of  Kelly,  lately 
arrived  from  Ireland,  are  attempting  to  pass  over  to  France, 
and  that  they  are  cliarged  with  a  secret  commission  from  the 
United  Irishmen,  I  will  thank  yon  to  inform  me  whether  yon 
have  any  knowledge  of  any  persons  of  those  respective  names, 
who  have  been  in  the  confidence  of  the  leaders  of  the  Union. 
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We  presume  here  that  the  squadron  from  Brest  is  either  i^tjuo 
to  the  north  or  north-west  of  Ireland,  It  10  by  no  means  im- 
probable that  its  dest  ination  may  hare  been  altered  in  eoiue- 
qnenoe  of  G«neial  Hainbeii*8  soocefls  at  Oaatlebar,  and  that 
the  snppofled  osrtamty  of  a  sale  road  and  a  friendly  eonntiy 
on  ibe  aide  <^  Killala  may  have  indneed  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine  to  abandon  his  project  of  a  diveFsion  in  the  South,  and 
concentre  all  his  forces  there,  where  he  must  have  thought 
that  they  might  be  disembarked  without  dauger. 

We  are  all  here  perfectly  mad  ou  the  subject  of  Nelson. 
Pray  tell  Lord  Castlereagh  that,  in  the  sketch  I  sent  his  Lord- 
ship of  the  aotion,  I  fear  I  hrgoi  to  place  the  Alexander  in 
her  station,  and,  not  having  seen  Captain  CSapel  since,  I  cannot 
exactly  say  where  she  waa,  though  I  presome  she  must  have 
been  astern  of  the  Majestic. 

Believe  me,  with  sincere  esteem,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

Six,  P.M.  The  French  papers,  just  arrived,  announce  that 

the  fleet  thai  lately  sailed  from  Brest  for  the  coast  of  Ireland 
has  returned  to  that  port,  having  met  with  a  superior  lorce  at 
sea.   

Gmeral  Nti^mt  to  Major-GmrrcU  BeweU. 

BnnisldUen,  September  4, 1799. 
Mv  dear  Hewett — 1  returucd  here  last  nigljt  from  Sligo, 
where,  I  hope,  matters  are  pretty  well  arranged,  considering 
that  Brigadier  Taylor  never  thought  proper  to  communicate 
with  me  in  any  one  respect  till  I  pressed  him  on  the  subject. 
The  consequence  has  been  that  his  corps  has  been  Teiy  ill  sab* 
sisted.  Gommissary  GK>ldxisk  is,  however,  sent  from  hence  to 
Ballyaghdirveen,  to  receive  General  Laker's  orders,  and  will 
establish  himself  at  Sligo,  if  thought  proper.  Sixteen  tons  of 
biscuit  are  gone  from  hence  to  Sligo,  and  more  will  immediately 
follow.    Spirits  can  be  procured  there.    Fuel,  forage,  and 
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8lraw»  M  well  aB  moat,  will  be  fumished  by  the  GominiBsarf, 
or  OommandinK  Offieer,  as  Genenl  Lake  shall  direct. 

I  have  Btoengthened  the  garriaoD  of  Sligo  (thej  are  nearly 
1000  men)  as  the  troops  there  will  hare  to  proteet  the  convoys 
of  proTisions.  General  Lake  knoira  the  state  of  the  garrison  and 
ordnance  there.  The  Ordnance  Storekeeper,  Barrack- Master, 
and  other  public  officers  hero,  having  proceeded  previously  to 
Brigadier  Cliampagn^s  arrival  at  Enniskillen,  witli  their  corps 
of  Yoomamy,  to  join  Brigadier  Taylor's  command,  the  service 
is  veiy  much  impeded  by  it,  and  it  will  reqoire  the  Lord-Lien- 
tenanfa  authority  to  oblige  them  to  retnrn*   Pray  manage  it. 

When  I  reeeiTod  the  first  intelligenoe  of  the  French'  landing, 
I  wrote  to  Sir  B.  Abercrombie,  endofllng  him  yonr  letter  on 
the  subject.   I  send  yon  his  answer. 

Everything  continues  perfectly  quiet  in  the  North.  We 
shall  bo  able  to  add  to  the  establishment  of  the  corps  of  Yeo- 
manry, agreeably  to  Lord  Castlereagh's  letter,  and  that  will 
preclude  the  necessity  of  arming  corps  of  Orangemen,  which  X 
have  disconraged  as  mneh  as  possible,  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion not  being  more  than  snffictent  to  render  the  additional 
Yeomanry  fit  far  the  field.  Neither  is  it  wise  to  arm  the 
Orangemen  generally  (which  roost  be  done^  if  yon  once  begin) 
nntil  the  last  extremity,  and  that,  I  trust,  is  not  Teiy  near. 
The  Catholics  appear  to  be  very  loyal  throughout  the  North, 
and  wish  also  to  be  armed,  but  they  arc  informed  that  they 
•will  be  aOorded  protection. 

1  expect  a  depot  of  camp  equipage  here.  Some  has  been  sent 
to  Charlemount,  and  I  shall  draw  it  from  thence  on  its  arriTal. 

I  send  this  by  Sligo,  with  which  we  have  constant  commnni* 
cation,  and  with  which  yon  will  have  also,  throngh  General  Lake. 
We  are  extremely  anzioos  fi>r  news  firom  head-qnarters,  and 
for  the  event  of  the  attack  which  the  Lord-Lientenant  meditates 
on  Castlebar,  «fcc.  1  suspect  that  the  French,  for  obvious 
reasons,  will  endeavour  to  anticipate  it.  If  they  should  not,  I 
do  not  in  the  least  tear  or  doubt  the  event.    I  don't  hear  that 
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they  landed  any  of  their  fiigates^  guns  to  mount  in  their  entreneh- 
menta.  I  had  infbrmation  thit  tfie  Bebels  were  deeerting  them. 

Youn,  my  dew  Hewefct,  <SEe*9 

G.  NCOBNT. 

I  have  eirenlated  Captain  Taylor^  letter  relatiTe  to  the 

arrival  of  the  reiuforceinents  from  (iit;ii  Bnuiii.  Should  the 
Grants  arrive,  I  will  send  them  from  Be!ta><t  across  the  country 
to  Carrick,  or  make  them  take  up  the  quarters  of  the  Breadal- 
bane  at  Enniakillen,  and  the  Aigyle  at  Belturbet,  and  forward 
those  two  corps  to  the  ftrmy.  I  offered  the  prison  ship  at 
Belfiwt  to  Sir  Balph  to  eonyey  the  regiment :  ehe  is  of  300 
tone.   a  N. 

Mr.  WiMam  to  Lord  CatAUroa$h. 
WmAit.  Whitehall,  September  6, 1798. 

My  Lord — have  the  honour  to  infi>mi  your  Lordship  that, 
by  letters  received  to<day  at  the  Admiralty,  it  appears  that 
Lord  Bridport  had  an  opportunity  on  Monday  last,  the  3rd 
instant,  to  make  so  accurate  a  survey  of  Brest  harbour  tliat  lie 
could  ascertain  that  no  shipwhatever  liad  sailed  from  thence smco- 
his  last  report.  As  the  wind  has  suddenly  gone  round  to  the 
East  this  mornings  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  that  some  of 
the  enemy's  ships  may  slip  out,  as  I  am  informed  that  it  is  im« 
possible,  when  the  change  of  wind  from  West  to  East  is  sodden, 
to  block  np  the  harbour  so  closely  as  that  such  of  the  ships  as  are 
quite  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  moment  may  not  slip  out. 

I  have  the  satisfiustion  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  aooounts 
have  been  received  this  morning  of  the  capture  of  the  Tribune, 
a  lariro  French  fri«::ate  of  44  guns,  returning  from  Cayenne,  and 
tiiret'  .stout  privateers,  all  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  on  the 
coast.  Tlic  French  papers  of  the  1st  instant,  arrived  to-day, 
bring  no  intelligence  of  any  consequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &e., 

WiLUAM  WiCEHAH. 

PS.  I  send  your  Lordship  the  French  papers  enclosed. 
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Mr,  Wick/iam  to  Lord  Castlereagk, 

Whitehall,  September  7,  1798. 

My  Lord — am  direeted  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  trana- 
mit  to  your  Lordship  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  his  Grace 
has  reoetved  from  Meeeni.  Boweo  and  Jordan,  magiatratea  at 
HaveribrdweBt,  reepecting  the  eeizure  of  Mr.  Oolelough  and 

Mr.  M'Cord,  with  their  papers,  and  1  am  to  desire  tliat  your 
Lordship  will  lay  the  same  before  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and 
move  his  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Duke  of 
Portland  with  his  wishes  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  said  papers^ 
and  the  Yeeeel  in  which  they  were  found. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Bowen  and  Jordan  to  the 

Duke  of  Portland, 

Haverfordwest,  September  4,  1798. 

We  had  the  honour  of  informing  you  by  letter  of  the  6th  of 
July,  from  Fishguard,  of  having  taken  John  Oololough,  Esq., 
into  custody,  in  consequence  of  an  information  receiTed  from 
Charles  Tottingham,  £sq.,  Mayor  of  Boss,  charging  him  and 
his  friend,  Mr.  M^Gord,  with  treasonable  practices  in  Ireland, 
and  that  wo  had  unbent  the  sails  of  tlie  vessel  tlu  v  came  over 
in  to  Fisliguard,  and  secured  his  |);n  k;iLres  and  papers. 

We  also  informed  your  Grace,  by  a  letter  the  following  day, 
that,  after  conveying  of  Mr.  Oolelough  to  Haverfordwest,  we 
delivered  him  and  his  papecs,  sealed  up,  to  Mr.  Silvetiter, 
King>  messenger,  to  be  conveyed  to  Ireland,  since  which  we 
have  been  repeatodly  applied  to  by  Mr.  OoldougVs  fidends  to 
deliver  up  the  vessel,  &c.,  which  we  have  deferred  doing,  not 
haying  received  any  directions  from  your  Grace  concerning 
them,  or  been  t'avouied  with  any  answer  expressing  your 
Grace\s  api  iDbation  or  disapprobation  of  our  conduct,  which 
places  us  in  a  very  unpleasant  situation,  being  sensible  we  have 
no  authority  to  detain  the  vessel  or  property.   We,  therefore. 
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beg  your  Grace  will  favour  ua  with  an  early  answer,  directiug 
as  how  we  are  to  proceed. 

W6  wre  informad  the  above-mentioned  Teeeel  is  the  propertj 
of  Mr.  M'Cord.  The  paclcageff  and  papers  now  in  our  emtody 
belong  to  Mr.  Ooklough  and  Mr.  M^Oord. 


Lord  Castlertfa^k  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
Private.  Dublin  Cwtle,  September  7th. 

My  dear  Sir — ^Immediately  on  reoeipt  of  yonr  letter,  I  had 
a  oonyersation  with  the  Cflianeellor  on  the  subject  of  it. 
Feeling  the  weight  of  year  snggestions,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  determine  on  the  revival  of  the  Committee  of  the  Lords, 
which  was  accordinirlv  done  vesterdav.  This  day,  the  three 
State  prisoners  were  i)rouL:lii  before  it;  a  minute  of  whose 
examiuatiou  1  liave  the  honour  to  enclose.  I  understand  their 
eonduct  was  perfectly  fair  and  candid,  indicating  no  disposition 
to  retract  any  part  of  the  evidence  they  had  given,  or  to  im- 
peach, in  any  degree,  the  anthentteity  of  the  Report ;  in  fltet, 
the  credit  of  the  statement  has  been  strengthened  by  a  pro- 
ceeding which,  I  can  hare  no  doubt,  was  meant  indirectly  to 
impeach  it.  They  haTe  now  by  their  signatnres  placed  their 
confession  beyond  all  cavil,  and  completely  done  away  the 
mischievous  effects  of  their  very  indecent  and  offensive  Ad- 
vertisement. 

When  it  &rst  appeared,  the  prisoners  were  remanded  to 
close  confinement,  and  T  directed  Mr.  Marsden^  to  see  them  on 
the  snbject  of  the  publication.  The  substanee  of  the  oonver- 
sation  that  passed  was  communicated  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  has  of  coarse  been  sent  to  you.  Feeling  the  importance 
of  removing  every  doubt  which  might  have  been  thrown  on 
the  credit  of  the  Report,  and  satisfied,  from  the  language  they 
held  to  Mr.  Marsden,  that  they  would  not  venture  in  anv 
material  point  to  deny  their  evidence  as  published,  I  pressed 

I  Alexander  Munden,  under  Secretary  to  die  Locd-Lieatenant  in  the 
Civil  Departawnt. 
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the  Ohancdllor  to  bring  them  agaiu  before  the  Oommittee.  He 
had  determined  to  do  so,  but  w;is  persuaded  by  several  of  the 
other  members  not  to  risk  their  deiiyinj;  or  explaiiiin<^  away 
the  evidence  they  had  already  given.  Accordingly,  the  Keport 
was  made.  Fortunately,  jonr  letter  enabled  me  to  renew  the 
applieatioD  with  effect ;  and  I  am  confident  the  short  Report 
which  the  LordB  have  made  will  afford  great  aatislaction  to  the 
well«affeeted  in  this  country,  and  give  you  the  full  benefit  of 
the  diflolomire  in  England. 

Some  of  our  warm  friends  look  upon  the  publication  as  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  tho  feelings  of  the  House  were  so  in- 
dignant that  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  restrained  from 
taking  a  very  impotent  rcTonge  on  grounde  which  would  not 
have  Vme  them  out. 

The  reinfi>roementB  you  propose  sending  aro  so  ezteosiye 
and  are  likely  to  arriTe  so  speedily,  that  Lord  Comwallis  will 
feel  himself  in  strength  to  watch  the  internal  mitehief,  as  well 
as  tlio  foreign  enemy.  In  Westmeath,  the  insurgents  are  in 
oonsidciable  force;  and,  from  the  desertion  which  has  taken 
place  trom  several  of  the  Militia  regiments  stationed  in  Wick- 
low  and  Waterford,  the  men  invariably  carry  ifi  ^r  off  their  aims 
and  ammunition,  and  joining  the  Banditti,  which  have  never 
been  altogsther  driven  from  that  mountainous  oountty,  thero 
IB  reason  to  apprehend  further  disturbances  in  that  quarter. 

The  force  that  will  be  disposable  when  the  troops  firom 
England  arrive,  cannot  tUil  to  dissipate  every  alarm  ;  and  I 
consider  it  peculiarly  advantageous  that  we  shall  owe  our 
security  so  entirely  to  the  interposition  ot  Great  Britain.  I 
have  always  been  apprehensive  of  that  false  confidence  which 
might  arise  from  a&  imprsssion  that  security  had  been  obtained 
by  our  own  exertions.  Nothing  would  tend  so  much  to  make 
the  public  mmd  impracticable  with  a  view  to  that  fhture  settle* 
ment,  without  which  we  can  never  hope  for  any  permanent 
tranquillity.  Castlebeagh. 
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Mr.  WiMam  ta  Lord  CatUerm^k, 

Private.  Whitehall,  Scptt  iTibi^r  7,  1798. 

My  Lord— I  ha?e  the  Duke  of  Portlaud'ti  directions  to 
tnnBmit  to  yoor  Lordship,  for  the  information  of  the  Lord* 
Lientanant)  the  enclosed  deeUuwtion  of  John  Jamieson,  kta 
Muter  of  the  Maigaret,  of  Greenock,  who  mm  captured  by 
the  GoDOorde^  Fraeh  friji^,  and  carried  into  KillaU  Bay* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickiiam. 

Custom  House.  TfrtHJiiock,  September  3,  1798. 

John  Jamieeon,  late  Master  of  tlie  Margaret,  of  GrfK^nock, 
declares  that  on  the  Slat  of  bwt  month  he  sailed  from  Stigo>  in 
Irehmd,  for  Pdakenny,  to  load  n  caigo  of  kelp  fiir  LiTerpooL 
That,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  he  was  captored  by  the 

French  frigate  Concorde,  of  44  guns,  in  company  with  two 
other  frifirates  of  iimaller  lorce,  full  of  troops:  That  all  the 
troops  were  landed  on  the  morning  of  that  day :  That  he 
thinks  the  total  number  of  troops  landed  did  not  exceed  1800 
men :  Th»t  his  Tessel  was  fiUed  with  military  stores,  and  dis- 
chai^ged  the  same  at  KillaU  on  the  moniing  of  the  23rd :  Thai 
the  declarant  was  permitted  to  remain  on  board  his  Tessel  all 
the  time  that  the  French  were  at  Killala,  and  wae  allowed  to 
go  on  shore  to  tlie  IJislioj/.s  house,  with  a  guard :  That  he  was 
in  the  town  of  Killala  on  W'edn— *lav  last,  the  29th  ult.,  about 
two  o"'clock  in  the  aitenioon,  by  which  time  the  enemy  were 
joined  by  a  great  number  of  the  country  people,  who  were  im- 
mediately clothed  in  uniform  and  furnished  with  arms  and 
ammunition :  That  he  heard  that  upwards  of  3000  of  ihe 
ooontry  people  had  joined  the  enemy  at  Killala :  That  he  was 
informed  by  the  Frenchmen  that  they  had  landed  60,000 
stand  of  arms:  That  the  French  frigates  left  tiie  bay  early  in 
the  morniuir  of  tlie  24th,  with  a  coutrarv  wind  :  That,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  28th  ult.,  a  64>gan  ship,  three  frigates,  and  a 
King's  cutter  came  into  the  bay  and  burnt  the  brig  and  some 
other  Teesels  lying  there,  and  remained  there.   Declares  that. 
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when  at  Killala,  on  Monday,  the  28th  ult.,  he  lieard  that,  on 
tJie  day  before,  the  enemy  had  defeated  General  Lake  at 
Castlebar,  mid  that  he  saw  some  of  the  King's  troops  brought 
te  M  priwMn  to  KiUal*.  jAmraoH. 

CHAHLE8  OciiLViE,  Collector. 

Captain  Taylor y  Pritate  SecrHary  to  the  Li/rd-LimUenant,^  to 

Lord  C(<  sf ft  I  eaah . 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  September  7,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord — ^The  troops  arriTed  here  early  this  moniuig, 
after  a  most  rapid  march  iW>m  French  Park.  Upon  our  ar- 
rhral,  we  learned  that  the  enemy  had  erossed  the  Shannon  at 
Balintraj  that^  daring  his  march,  he  had  been  joined  by  yery 
fbw  of  the  inhabitants ;  had  been  deeerted  by  many,  and  had 
tlirown  over  the  bridsjes  and  into  the  hogs  eight  of  his  guns, 
lie  has  tnken  the  roa<l  to  Ballimore,  andappear^^  to  be  directing 
his  march  upon  Uavan.  Lieutenant- General  Lake  is  following 
the  enemy,  bat  anfortunately  Major-<3kneral  Moore,  who  was 
lent  to  support  General  Lake  upon  the  other  point,  is  now,  by 
thetnmwhiehthe  enemy  has  taken,  one  day^s  mareh  in  his  tear. 

It  is  Lord  Oomwallis^s  intention  to  keep  to  the  soothward 
of  the  enemy,  for  which  purpose  we  march  before  daybreak 
to-morrow,  towards  Mochill,  and  his  Excellency  will  use  every 
possible  exertion  to  come  up  with  them.  The  brigade  of 
Guards  is  ordered  to  Mullingar,  where,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, it  is  hoped  its  presence  will  restore  peaee  and  good  order. 

His  Excellem^  has  receired  yoar  Lordship^s  letter  marked 
priyate  and  secret,  and  the  several  enclosnres,  and  I  haye  laid 
before  him  yonn  and  Mr.  Cookers  to  me.  I  eneloee  a  numbed 
of  Reports  received  wiihiu  these  two  days. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

H.  Taylor,  Secretary. 

The  brigade  of  Goards  will  move  on  to  the  southward, 
keflfiing  a  little  in  adyance  of  Lord  Oomwaliis's  corps. 

^  Snbeequently,  as  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  pcivsle  Secretaiy  totheffiog. 

Z2 
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Lwrd  CoitUreagk  to  Mr,  Wtckham, 

Dublin,  September  9,  1798. 

Sir — 1  havo  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  you,  for  tlie  infor- 
mation of  his  (irace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  copy  of  a  letter 
1  have  just  received  from  Captain  Taylor.  The  |>acket  being 
on  tbe  point  of  sailing,  I  haye  not  had  time  to  transmit  copies 
of  tbe  letters  which  aecompanied  Captain  Taylor^  despatch, 
bat  will  fonrard  them  by  the  earliest  occasion, 

Lettera  from  Mnllingar  state  that  a  decisive  advantage  was 
gained  yesterday,  at  Wilson^s  Hospital,  near  tliat  town,  by  a 
company  of  yeomen  coiiiniainh'd  bv  Lord  Lon<rfnnl,  >ii]  parted 
by  a  detachment  of  regular  troops.  Xhe  rttbeU  lost  above  150 
killed,  and  were  dispersed. 

Mr,  WiMam  to  Lord  CattlerwMgh. 
Secret  WhitehaU,  September  lO^  1796. 

My  Lord-^I  have  the  honour  to  send  your  Lordship  en- 
closed, by  the  Duke  of  Porthmd^s  directions,  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Sir  James  Graulufd  to  Lord  Orenville,  containing 
intelligence  from  Brest,  confinninu  a  part  of  that  wliirh  1  liave 
already  transmit!^  to  ynnr  Lordship ;  aad  I  am  to  desire  you 
will  be  pleased  to  ooiiimunicate  the  same  to  my  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant,  tor  hia  KxceUency's  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c., 

WlLUAH  WlCKBAM. 

PS. — From  private  information  received  lately,  the  iact  of 
the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  Ireland 
from  Brest  seems  put  beyond  a  doubt. 

Extract  of  a  L$tkr  from  BvrJmtmCraufurd  to  Lord  Grentille, 

Hamburg,  Aiigast  91,  1798. 
They  write  from  Brest,  that  a  division  of  seven  fiigates  and 
one  ship  of  the  line  is  ready  to  sail  with  3000  men  for  Ireland^ 
and  that  a  second  squadron  is  preparing. 
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Private  aud  Coufidcutial.  Whitehall,  September  10, 1798. 

My  Lord — T  am  desired  \fy  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  well 
as  by  Mr.  Pelhaiu,  to  send  your  Lordship,  couMentially,  the 
encloaed  extract  of  a  letter,  written  from  Waterford  by  an 
offioer  of  the  Goarda  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  to  mention 
to  your  Lofdflhip,  that  leit^  to  the  same  effeet  generally, 
written  in  still  stronger  terms,  are  daily  received  from  offieerft 
of  that  part  of  the  corps  which  is  now  iii  Iieland. 

Your  Lordship,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  objections  that 
wore  originally  made  to  the  sending  the  Guards  to  Ireland, 
fbnnded  on  the  dread  of  the  very  mischief  which  these  letters 
point  ont,  will  not  be  surprised  that  apprehensions  6honld.be 
entertained  lest  the  impression  made  by  this  conespondence 
•ft  the  higheti  quartttr  should  be  such  as  to  render  the  return  of 
this  corps,  perhaps  also  of  some  of  the  finest  Militia  regi- 
ments, a  matter  of  necessity,  even  before  the  winter  bo 
over. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  does  not  write  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, knowing  that  his  Excellency  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  whole  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil ;  but  his  Grace  thmks 
that  it  may  perhaps  be  useful  that  your  Lordship  should  be 
enabled,  wherever  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  to  present  the 
subject  in  this  new  point  of  view  to  any  well-di.sposed  persona, 
who,  from  whattjver  motive,  might  be  disposed  to  oppose  those 
salutary  measures,  which  his  Excellency  will  probably  find  it 
necessary  to  take  for  the  re-establishment  of  order  and  disci- 
pline in  the  Irish  army. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the 
Duke  of  Portland  is  so  much  recovered  that  he  will  in  all  pro- 
bability be  able  to  leave  the  house  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickuam.  • 
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Jslxtraci  of  a  Letter  from  Water/ord,  dat^d  August  2d,  1798. 

I  Iwve  littls  donlit  of  the  Killala  ezpeditko  pipfing  % 
fleoond  edition  of  the  Fiehgniid-Bay  bat  I  diead  the  indie* 
eipline  of  the  Irish  Mititu:  IKendi  or  fbee  are  all  the  eame  to 

them,  and  they  will  plunder  indiscriiuiiiately,  advancing  or  re- 
treat iiig  ;  and,  from  wliat  I  have  heard,  no  efifort  is  ma<le  tt) 
restrain  them.  The  dread  the  inhabitanta  have  of  the  presence 
of  a  regiment  of  militia  is  not  to  be  told :  they  shut  up  their 
ahope,  hide  whatever  they  have,  and,  in  short,  ail  oonfidenoe  is 
lost  whereyer  they  make  their  appeannee. 

Thia  plnee  is,  in  mj  opinion,  as  iU-oalenhited  a  ii$0iir  fiur  the 
Qnaida,  In  point  of  sodety,  as  possible ;  and  I  am  peranaded 
we  shall  ere  long  perceive  the  bad  effect*  of  the  intercourse  our 
men  nccesgarilv  have  with  the  iiihabitaiits.  i  Viuikyuness  is 
prevalent  beyond  anything  I  ever  witnessed  betbre ;  and  1  aiu 
aony  to  say  our  non-commissionud  officers  are  not  clear  of  this 
vise.  Eyery  other  house  in  ths  town  is  a  whiskey-shop,  and  I 
am  oonyinoed  when  oar  men  cannot  pay  for  liqaor  they  get  it 
for  nothing.  I  am  ready  to  believe  that,  if  we  are  employed 
in  actual  senrioe  «#  tki»  mommmt^  onr  men  will  do  their  duty 
well,  and  with  zeal ;  but  whether  there  will  be  the  same  seal 
if  we  remain  here  six  iitoutli.s  longer  i8  another  question. 

I  am  rather  surpiised  Goveniment  has  not  fitted  up  Geneva 
Barracks  tor  the  reception  of  troops,  instead  of  quartering  them 
in  this  town.  The  situation  is  healthy,  at  a  distance  from  any 
town,  at  the  same  time  near  to  Wateiford  to  support  whateyer 

*  The  nnsU  towa  ofFiifagaaid,  in  Flembiokflaliir^ 
most  di^giaeeftil  attempt  made  ia  1797  by  the  French  Directoiy  to  get 
rid  of  a  gang  of  oimvids  sad  milefiieton,  by  throwing  them  upon  our 
coast.  A  small  corps  composed  of  such  materials  was  landed  near  Fish* 
guard  ;  but,  terrified  by  tlie  appearance  of  a  niinil)erof  women  descending 
from  the  hills  in  their  red  cloaki«,  and  nn^itaki[lL;  tlu  lu  i'or  soldiers,  these 
doughty  invaders  snrrcndered  without  re&iataucc,  aud  were  immediately 
re-shippeU  fur  thvir  own  country. 
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detadiment  of  troopB  it  might  be  deemed  neGesBaij  to  leave 
here,  which,  being  frequeutlj  reUered,  would  not  he  oonta- 
minated  hj  the  iieei  and  soeiety  of  the  plaoe.  Geneva  Bar- 
racks are  at  present  appropriated  to  tlie  reception  of  pritsouera. 
One  word  on  that  subjert,  and  then  I  have  done. 

M umbers  of  vagabonds  are  daily  arriving  trom  all  parts  of 
Ireland,  under  sentence  of  transportation,  or  having  volnn- 
teered  traosportation  to  avoid  death,  or  nther  to  prolong  life. 
I  waa  informed  by  an  officer  at  C^eva,  he  had  aent  off  a  nnm* 
her  of  these  feUowa  last  spring,  and  that,  to  his  oertaia  know- 
led^  half  of  them  had  ibnnd  their  way  haok  to  this  country. 
Many  of  these  prisoners  have  their  option  of  serving  in  the 
army.  The  intention  was,  in  the  W  isl  Indies  onl v  j  but  most 
of  these  rascals,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  £nd  their  way  to  Chat- 
ham :  many  of  them  are  uncommon  fine  follows,  and  our  regi- 
ments will  be  finally  filled  with  them ;  if  precautions,  and  the 
atricteat  precautions,  m  not  taken  on  this  head,  what  are  we 
to  expect  f  In  my  opinion,  wherever  we  send  them,  we  send 
emissaries.  The  mode  of  disposing  of  them  is  a  dangerous  one, 
and  their  admission  into  the  navy  or  army  is  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  consequences  equally  latal. 


Mr,  Cooke  to  Lord  CatUer$a^h. 

DaUia,  Septemlier  1€^  1798. 
My  dear  Lord — The  Bar  met  yesterday  at  the  Four  Courts, 
and  adjourned  to  William  Street  at  one.  Saurin  moved  that 
a  Union  was  an  innovation,  dangerous  and  improper  to  propose 
at  the  present  juncture.  He  was  seconded  by  Spencer — neither 
spoke  very  forcibly.  St.  George  Daly  moved  an  adjournment 
for  a  month,  and  waa  seconded  by  Jameson.  The  eij  was 
against  them,  but  I  hear  Daly  spoke  well.  The  young  bar- 
risters were  vociforous  and  violent,  in  clamour  and  language. 
Tom  Grady  and  M'^Cleland  spoke  well  for  the  Union.  On  a 
division,  162  against  adjourunieut,  32  for  it. 
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Bellew  and  Lynch,  two  GathoUes,  wefe  iu  the  majority ; 
when  Grady  said  the  CathoUes  were  far  the  nieaaum,  they 
domed  it,  and  desired  tbat  any  opinion  should  lie  suspended 
till  a  meeting  of  the  Oatholios  should  be  held,  whieh  wis  to  be 
this  week.  I  shall  know  more  of  this  to-monow.  Ponsonby, 
Cnrran,  Fletcher,  Hone,  &c.,  were  present,  voted  in  the  majo- 
rity, but  did  not  speak. 

A  P]  ntist  is  in  a«:;itation  :  William  Suiitli  haabeeu  employed 
ifi  drawing  it,  whom  you  thought  clearly  against.  If  persons 
not  piesait  eould  be  allowed  to  sign  the  Protest,  Barton  would 
sign  it.  I  nnderstand  the  speaking  against  the  measom  was 
bad — all  Tiolenoe — ^no  lesl  aignment.  Plnnkett  was  onnning, 
and  ofaanged  his  ground  from  the  Tiolenee  he  had  used  on  a 
former  debate  to  a  tone  of  moderation,  and  by  that  deviee  had 
good  effect.  H.  Grady  was  not  there,  nor  Duigeiian,  nor  Os- 
borne, uor  many  other  friends.  I  think  the  mating  is  gone 
off  as  well  as  could  be  ex][)ected. 

I  am  for  the  Protest :  as  the  declared  opinion  of  a  few  re- 
spectables, accompanied  with  weighty  reasons,  will  t^ll  against 
an  unsupported  Resolution.  Knox  says  his  Berry  letters  are 
&Tourable ;  Lord  Glentworth  says  Limerick  is  fiiTOUtable ;  and 
letters  from  Belfast  are  in  the  same  tone.  But  all  this  laa* 
guage  is  uncertain. 

Ever  most  truly,  &c.,  E.  CoOKB. 


Th  B$.  H<M.  Tkoauu  PMam^  to  Lord  CtuUerMffk, 

SCanroer,  September  18, 1798. 

My  dear  Lord  Castlereagh — I  congratulate  you  most  cordi- 
ally on  the  must  important  event  that  has  happened  during  the 

Snmnooned  to  the  House  of  Been  ■•  Banm  Felbsm,  1801,  sod  me* 
oeeded  his  fiither  aa  seooud  Earl  of  Chieheater,  in  1805.  He  waa  Chief 
Secretary  to  Lord  Northington,  Lord*Lieuteiiant  of  Ireland  m  1788, 

and  to  Lord  Camden  in  1796  He  was  subsequently  Secretaiy  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  and  Poatmaster-Geiienl  in  1807. 
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war.  I  received  EUiot^e  letter  yesterday,  but  bad  not  time 
to  write  to  yott  before  tbe  post  went  oat.  1  conld  not  neiet 
the  satiaiaetton  of  going  over  to  Brighton,  and  relieving  the 
anxiety  whieh  many  Irish  were  sufiering  in  oonseqnenee  of  the 

news  that  came  by  the  post  of  the  French  havin<^  slipped  by 
Lord  Cum  wall  is.  I  heartily  rejoice  that  Lake  had  the  good 
fortune  to  beat  the  enemy  betore  Lord  Comwallis's  coluinu 
came  up,  and  that  tbe  IrUb  troops  distinguished  themselves 
so  mndi. 

I  am  so  rnwAk  ont  of  the  way  of  hearing  any  news,  or  of  ool- 
leeting  opinions  respecting  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  that  I  have 
not  troubled  yon  with  letters ;  but  I  trust  yon  will  believe  that 

I  have  watched  all  your  proceedings  with  the  ntroost  anxiety  j 
and,  as  I  think  nothing  more  encouraginjr  datistactors'  than 
the  approbation  of  those  whom  we  know  to  iiavo  an  eateeai  and 
love  for  us,  allow  me  to  add  that  1  have  tbllowed  you  through 
all  the  difficulties  and  vexations  attending  yonr  situation  with 
the  most  sincere  satis&ction  and  pleasnre  |  my  vanity  in  some 
measure  gratified  in  observing  that  all  I  expected  and  foretold 
to  others  respecting  yon  had  been  so  fully  accomplished ;  and 
having  received  the  satislbetion  which  a  friend  alone  can  ieel  of 
hearing  per.><onH  of  different  descriptions,  both  here  and  in  Ire- 
land, speaking  with  unanimous  approbation  ot  vuur  conduct, 
which  I  consider  a  aort  of  victory  and  triumph  on  your  part, 
as  you  must  be  aware  that  there  were  considerable  prejudices 
both  here  and  in  Ireland  against  the  appointment  of  an  Irish* 
man. 

I  was  with  Lord  Camden  at  Bayham  Abbey  fi>r  a  few  days, 
and  had  a  great  deal  of  convenation  with  him  about  Ireland* 

lie  had  been  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  I  was  glad  to  find  that  Irish 
affairs  had  engaged  so  much  ut  their  attention.  It  is  certainly 
a  moat  fortunate  thing  for  both  countries  to  have  Lord  Camden 
in  the  Cabinet,  for  he  knows  more  of  Ireland  than  any  other 
member  of  the  Cabinet ;  although  he  is  not  the  only  one  who 
has  been  Lord-Lieutenant.    We  discnssed,  as  yon  may  imar 
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gine,  ft  «aljMt  wfaieh  1  onderatand  yoa  aro  man  ftieiidlj  to 
than  I  am.  I  eonloM  tliaA  I  havs  not  oonndered  it  aniieiently 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  adTantsgei  lesnltuig  ftoin  it»  and  nmat 

therefore  be  against  it,  for  it  is  not  a  thing  to  attempt  without 
the  eertainty  of  some  great  benefit  arising  from  it.  However, 
I  have  lately  turned  niv  thoncrlfts  more  to  the  stibjeet  tiiaii  I 
had  ever  doue  before,  and  tiiiiik  it  more  practicable  in  the 
detail  than  I  at  first  imagined ;  but,  before  any  decision  is  made, 
I  wish  thai  eertain  principles  should  be  established,  after  a  fbU 
and  dlseiissioa  among  those  who  are  most  likely  to  take 
the  forwardest  part  in  the  eseeation  i  for,  in  times  of  spoeola- 
tion,  like  thepreoeDt,  there  is  preat  danger  in  any  change  ;  and, 
unless  certain  principles  ar<  Liul  (Inwa  landmarks  to  which 
we  can  always  recur,  I  should  much  tear  a  complete  wreck  of 
both  couutries. 

I  am  beginning  to  read  without  bringing  on  headache,  and 
my  studies  are  all  to  this  point ;  and  I  only  wish  that  we  should 
have  some  eonmiunieation  upon  the  subjeet.  I  know  fhll  well 
bow  diffieult  it  is  for  yon  to  steal  a  moment  for  the  sort  of  me- 
ditation this  subject  requires,  and  therefore  can  hardly  expect 
to  hear  much  trom  you  :  but.  it  you  will,  at  any  time,  si^ud 
me  whatever  ideas  may  occur  to  you,  yon  may  depend  upon 
my  secrecy,  and  I  am  sure  you  wiU  receive  whatever  I  may 
say  in  the  same  manner ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  form  at  once  a 
decided  opinion  upon  such  a  question. 

Our  want  of  information  respeeting  NeUKm  and  Buonaparte 
is  most  extraordinary.  I  understand  that  no  official  letters 
hare  been  received  from  Nelson  by  the  Admiralty  t  the  account 
of  his  return  to  Syracuse  is  from  Sir  \V'illiam  U.unilton  tlii  uuiih 
Sir  Morton  Eden.  The  silence  of  the  French  I  impute  to  their 
expectation  of  their  hearing  of  some  advances  towards  the  Red 
Sea,  as  I  hear  that  great  preparations  are  making  at  the  Mau- 
ritius of  sbipi^ng,  provisions,  &e. 

I  noTer  was  more  disappointed  at  the  fiulure  of  any  expedi* 
tion :  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  success  if  the  fleets  had 
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inety  and  I  think  thai  a  hearty  oo-operation  from  BoMia  would 
haye  been  the  eonseqiienoe  of  a  Tietoiy*  It  ia  taid«  howerer, 
that  both  the  Porte  and  Boena  have  taken  the  alarm,  which 

may  iiave  iks  great  an  effect. 

I  have  not  written  to  l.oid  Comwallis  about  Cope,  because 
I  did  not  wish  to  trouble  kim  while  he  was  so  much  engaged 
with  the  army  ;  bat  I  think  that  no  time  should  be  lost  after 
hie  retora  to  Dublin  in  aettling  aomethinK  for  him ;  for  every 
one  mart  feel  how  muoh  the  publio  owee  to  hia  esertione. 
Pray  let  me  know  how  hie  oaae  atande. 

I  beg  that  yon  will  offer  my  kindest  eompliments  and  re- 
spects to  Lady  Castlerea^jh,  and  be  assured  that  I  am.  w  ith  very 
sincere  regard  and  esteem,  my  dear  Lord  Ciu^tlercaii^h, 

Yours  moet  affectionately, 

T.  Pelham. 

Bemember  me  kindly  to  yonr  Brother,  if  he  ia  afeiU  in  your 
neighhoorhood*  ' 


A  Narratire  of  guek  wrffal  and  miUm  Oomrnuuicatimi  at  kaps 

ptused  between  Government  and  the  State  Prisoners. 

[A  oopy  of  this  Narrative,  together  with  a  copy  of  each  of 
ihe  two  Papers  referred  to  in  it,  was  aent  by  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant to  the  Dnke  of  Portland  by  a  measenger  September 
14th,  1798.] 

On  the  24th  of  July,  Mr.  Dobbs,  Barrister,  and  Mr.  Archer, 
Sherili  of  DubUu,  called  on  Lord  Castlereagli,  and  deliverwl 
to  him  the  paper  marked  JNo.  1,  signed  by  a  number  of  the 
State  Prisoners. 

Lord  Castlereaf^h  laid  the  above  p^er  that  evening  before 
the  liOcd-Lieatenank  Hia  £ixeellency«  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, (the  Chancellor  being  out  of  town)  oommnnicated  with 
Lord  CSarleton,  Lord  Kilwarden,  the  Prime  Serjeant  and  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor- (J eneral,  upon  the  subjert  of  it.  It 
wain  their  uuauimuus  opinion  that  the  couditiou^  proposed  on 
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the  part  of  the  State  Prisoners  would  not  wanwit  tlie  Oiowii 
in  extending  mercy  to  Byrne  and  Bond,  then  noder  wntenee 
of  desth,  the  former  ordered  for  ezecntion  on  that  day,  the 
latter  on  the  day  following. 

The  principal  grounds  upon  which  they  relied  for  the  opinion 
they  gave  were,  that  several  of  the  most  notorious  irait ts, 
particularly  the  O'Connors  and  Sampson,  had  not  sigued ; 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  engagement  to 
prevent  the  prisonerB,  if  released  and  permitted  to  leave  the 
kingdom,  from  passmg  into  Fnnoe,  and  that  their  offer  of 
giving  information  did  not,  to  them,  appear  in  point  of  ad* 
vantage  to  counterhalance  the  discontent  which  would  be 
occa.>^ioiied  by  saving  two  of  the  mo^t  leading  traitors  from  the 
puui^hmeut  duo  to  their  enmets.  They  particularly  also 
relied  on  the  injorions  effects  such  an  act  of  undeserved  mercy 
wonld  have  on  the  administration  of  criminal  justice,  hy  dis- 
couraging jurors  hereafter  from  eommg  forward  to  dischaige  an 
odious  duty. 

Their  reasoning  did  not  altogether  satisfy  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant. His  Exeelleuev,  liowever.  felt  that  he  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the  first  hwv  authorities 
in  the  country,  thus  peremptorily  and  unanimously  stated: 
aceordingly,  Byme  was  executed  on  that  day. 

The  following  morning,  Mr.  Dobbs  and  Mr.  Alexander, 
member  for  Londonderry,  a  distant  relation  of  Mr.  Bood^s, 
called  on  Lord  Oastlereagh.  They  intimated  to  him  that 
Arthur  O'Connor,  Sampson,  Hampden,  Evans,  and  several 
others,  who  had  declined  signini;  the  former  paper,  were  now 
desirous  of  soliciting  the  nien  y  of  the  Crown,  in  common  with 
the  other  prisoners  ;  that  they  were  ready  to  communicate  to 
Government  every  information  in  their  power,  provided  they 
were  not  required  to  criminate  individuals;  and,  to  guard 
agamst  the  danger  which  the  State  might  apprehend  from 
their  passing,  if  liberated,  into  an  enemy's  ccmntry,  that  they 
were  willing  to  leave  the  time  of  their  liberdtiou  su  long  as 
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the  war  lasted  to  the  discretion  of  OoTemment,  as  also  the 

place  of  their  exile,  it  being  understood  they  were  not  to  be 
transported  as  felons. 

This  coniniuuicatiou  was  stated  by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant.  His  Excellency  immediately  fiumraoned 
the  same  persons  with  whom  he  had  before  ooneolted,  and, 
having  intimated  to  them  the  above  pro|K>Bition,  strongly  ex- 
pressed his  dispoeition  to  grant  a  respite  to  Bond«  in  order 
precisely  to  ascertain  what  might  be  expected  from  the  renewed 
offer  of  the  State  Prisoners.  The  opinion  of  these  gentlemen 
perfectly  coincided  with  that  of  his  Excellency.  The  altera- 
tions in  the  terms  of  the  proposal,  but  more  particularly  the 
offer  of  O^Connor  to  disclose  his  treasons,  appeared  to  them 
to  make  it  highly  expedient  to  entertain  the  proposition  so 
snbmitted.  Bond  was  accordingly  respited  until  Monday  the 
SOth  of  July. 

Lord  Oastlerean^h,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant^s  directions, 

transmitted  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  at  Mount  Shannon  a 
statement  of  what  had  passed.  His  Lordship  hi<;hly  approved 
of  what  had  been  done,  and  stated  in  the  stron^'cst  manner  his 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  obtaining,  on  any  terms  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety,  the  confessions  of  the  State 
Prisoners,  particularly  of  liTNeTin  and  0'Ck>nnor,  as  the  only 
elFeetnal  means  of  opening  the  eyes  of  both  countries,  with- 
out disdodng  intelligenee  which  eonld  by  no  means  be  made 
public. 

The  Secret  Committee  of  the  Commons  was  at  this  time 
appointed,  and  proceeding  with  its  inquiry.  It  was  intimated 
to  the  prisoners  that  no  furtlier  respite  could  be  granted  to 
Bond,  unless  they,  in  the  mean  time,  gave  Government  un- 
equivocal proofr  of  their  serious  intention  to  make  a  full  dis- 
doeure  of  all  their  treasons. 

On  Sunday,  M^NsTin,  O^Oonnor,  and  Emmett,  requested 
An  interview  with  Lord  Oastler^gh,  that  they  might  under- 
stand the  wishes  of  Government,  aud  explain  their  own  inten* 
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tions.    This  wia  aoooidinglj  complied  with,  under  the  Ix>fd- 

Lieuteiiant''3  direotions :  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  came  to 
town  that  day,  and  Mr.  Cooke  being  present  at  the  interview. 
The  substance  of  the  explanation  which  took  place  was  as 
foUowB.  The  only  observation  made  on  the  port  of  the  pn-' 
sonetB  WM,  that  thej  should  not  be  required  to  implicate 
persons  hj  iuune»  and  that  the  plaee  of  their  banishment  ahonld 
neither  be  Botany  Bay  nor  any  other  part  of  the  woild  to 
which  oonTieta  are  sent. 

On  tlio  part  of  Government,  a  full  discretion  was  reserved 
of  retaining  any  or  all  of  the  prisoners  in  custody  so  lon^^  as 
the  war  should  last,  provided  their  libeiation  was  deemed 
inconsistent  with  the  public  safety ;  and  it  was  intim^^  to 
them  that  they  could  not  be  permitted  to  reside  on  the  Oon- 
tinent  daring  the  oontest,  and  that,  if  they  were  soflRraed  to 
retire  to  America,  they  moat  be  prepared  to  gire  aeenrity  for 
conforming'  fiuthftilly  to  the  terms  of  their  liberation. 

On  these  conditions  they  declared  themselves  ready,  with 
the  most  perfect  good  feith,  to  give  the  fullest  information  to 
Government  of  the  treason  in  all  its  branches,  foreign  and 
domestic,  in  whatever  manner  the  Lord-Lieutenant  should 
point  out.  It  was  proposed  by  them  that  some  person,  on  the 
part  of  the  OoTornment,  should  proceed  to  examine  them.  In 
reply  to  this,  it  was  soggeated,  that  ii  was  diffieolt  fbr  any 
penon  to  frame  qneations,  not  being  in  poaaeasion  of  the  extent 
of  the  information  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  and 
th  it  it  would  be  more  desirable  that  they  sli  ul  1  state  facts, 
in  the  shape  of  fi  narrative,  upon  wliicli  aiterwards  explana- 
tions might  be  required.  To  this  they  assented,  requesting 
two  or  three  days  to  arrange  their  ideas,  whioh  was  granted. 
Under  these  eireaniBtanoeB,  a  fbrther  respite  of  a  week  waa 
granted  to  Bond. 

On  the  same  evening,  u  paper,  marked  No.  2,  signed  by  79 
of  the  State  Prisoners  (induing  O^Oonnor,  Sampson,  &c.) 
was  delivered  to  Lord  Castlerea>gh.    This  paper,  after  being 
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penised  by  the  Chanoellor,  was  laid  before  ihe  Lonl-Lieute- 

nant.  The  terms  on  which  tho  disclosure  wa^  to  be  made  by 
the  prisoners  being  perfectly  understood,  it  was  not  th(Mi;:;lit 
advisable  to  enter  into  any  discuseiou  on  the  wording  of  the 
above  paper,  nor  to  insist  on  a  formal  recognition  in  writing 
of  (hat  aubflcription,  which  appaara  on  the  fiMie  of  the  Bill  sinoe 
passed  hr  enforcing  their  baiuahment* 

It  waa  eyident,  in  the  oonrae  of  the  commnnioations  which 
took  phMse  on  this  subject,  that  the  greater  namber  of  the  pri- 
soners entered  very  unwillingly  into  the  a^jreement  of  con- 
fession and  banishment.  Bond  and  Neilaou  were  naturallv 
anxious  upon  tlie  subject,  and  appeared  to  leave  no  means 
untried  to  induce  the  others  to  accede  to  the  measure ;  but 
not  so  as  to  indicate  any  disposition  to  betray  their  party  to 
Bare  their  own  lives.  M^Nevin,  feeling  himself  in  dai^^r, 
was  pvoportionably  inclined  to  a  compromise,  but,  O^Oonnor 
and  £mmett,  particularly  the  Ibrmer,  were  most  reluctant  to 
aocode  to  ^ther  stipulation,  and  would  willingly  have  availed 
themselves  of  any  pretence  which  niiglit  justify  them  to 
their  own  party  in  refusing  to  make  this  sacriiice  to  save 
Bond''8  life. 

As  the  evidence  of  the  above-named  persons  was  considered 
of  the  last  importance  to  both  countries,  and  as  there  were 
little  hopes  of  convicting  the  leading  traitors  then  untried, 
(Neilson  excepted)  by  due  course  of  law,  it  did  not  appear  to 
his  Excellency,  and  those  with  whom  he  consulted,  expedient 
to  contest  expressions  in  all  probability  at  the  hazard  of  losing 
the  now  substantial  advantasre  of  havinf?  tho  treasons  of  the 
distitii^ishod  members  ot  tiie  Union  proved  by  their  own  con- 
fession. A  copy  of  this  paper,  which  was  meant  for  publica- 
tion, having  been  confidentially  entrusted  to  Mr.  Pollock,  then 
employed  in  ctmducting  the  criminal  ttials  in  the  North  (per- 
haps without  instructions  sufficiently  explicit),  it  was  inad- 
vertently published  in  a  Prodamaticn  of  General  KugentV 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  conversation,  a  Memorial,  signed 
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hy  O^Oonnor,  Emmeti,  and  BTNeviii,  a  copy  of  whush  has 
been  already  tianannittod  to  Mr«  Wiekham,  ivaa  deliTered  in  a 
few  days  afUr.   This  pftper  was  returned  to  the  prisonera,  by 

the  Lord-Lientenant^a  oiden,  as  inadmissible,  being  rather  a 
justificatiuu  of  their  treason  than  a  statement  of  farts.  They 
professed  that  it  was  liot  their  wish  to  offend  ;  tliat  tliey  were 
ready  to  separate,  if  directed  so  to  do,  the  facts  from  what  they 
called  the  explanations,  but  submitted  whether,  as  Govern- 
ment was  now  in  possession  of  the  leading  &cts  of  their  infor- 
mation, the  best  mode  of  obtaining  the  statement  in  the  shape 
most  aeeeptoble  wonld  be  to  bring  them  before  either  the 
Privy  Oonneil  or  Secret  Committee*  This  was  aeoordingly 
assented  to,  and  they  were  examined  before  the  Secret  (com- 
mittees ol  both  Houses.  Although  there  wa.s  little  appearance 
upon  their  examitiation  of  contrition  or  of  clian^o  of  principle, 
yet  it  was  the  uiiauimous  opinion  of  both  Coiiiiiiittetjs  that 
their  evidence  as  to  fact^  was  given  freely  and  witliout  reserve, 
and  that  they  had  fiurly  adhered  to  the  spirit  of  their  en- 
gagement* 

From  this  time  the  strictness  of  their  confinement  was  In  a 
^reat  degree  reUaed.   Being  no  longer  objects  for  proseention, 

their  intercourse  witli  each  other  within  the  gaol  was  per- 
mitted, and  leave  was  granted  them  to  see  their  iaiailies  under 
certain  regulations,  which  regulations  it  since  has  appeared 
were  not  sufiicieutly  enforced  by  the  keepers  of  the  several 
prisons. 

Their  very  daring  publication  appeared  in  print  on  the  27th 
of  Angttst.  On  the  same  day,  they  were  ordered  to  be  con- 
fined separately,  and  no  person  permitted  to  have  aeoess  to 
them  without  an  order  from  Government. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Marsden.  by  Lord  Castlercagirs 
directions,  had  an  interview  with  them.  The  substance  of 
what  passed  is  stated  in  a  verj'  accurate  minute,  sijpied  by 
Mr.  Marsden,  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Wiekham. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  they  were  again  brought  before 
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the  Committee  of  the  Lords,  and  underwent  an  examination 
relative  to  their  pabUeation  which  was  perfectly  aatisfiMstoiy  to 
the  Committee. 

Since  that  time,  O^Gonnor,  M*NeTin,  and  Emmett  hare 
been  permitted  to  breakfiiet  and  dine  together ;  but  continue 
to  be  exelnded  from  all  interooarse  with  other  persons  without 
a  special  order  from  Goveniment. 


Memoir  oj  the  State  Prisoners. 

The  disnnion  that  had  long  existed  between  the  Catholics 
and  Protestants  of  Ireland,  particularly  those  of  the  Presby- 
terian religion,  was  found  by  experience  to  be  so  great  an  ob- 
stacle to  the  obtaining  of  a  Reform  in  Pariiament  on  eyery 

th'uv^  of  just  and  popular  principles,  that  some  persons,  ci  jiially 
friendly  to  that  measure  and  to  religious  toleration,  eonrcived 
the  idea  of  uniting  both  sects  in  pursuit  of  the  same  objects, 
a  repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws,  and  a  Reform,  including  in  itself 
an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  Catholics. 

From  this  originated  the  Societies  of  United  Irishmen,  in 
the  end  of  1791.  Even  then  it  was  clearly  perceived  that  the 
chief  support  of  the  borough  interest  in  Ireland  was  the  weight 
of  En^rlish  influence  ;  but  as  yet,  that  obvious  remark  had  not 
led  the  mind.-?  of  the  Reformers  towards  a  separation  from  Eng- 
land. Some  individuals,  perhaps,  had  convinced  tliotnselves  that 
benefit  would  result  to  this  country  from  such  a  measure  j  but, 
denying  the  whole  existence  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  of 
Dublin,  we  may  safely  aver,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and 
fecolleetion,  that  no  such  object  was  ever  agitated  by  its  mem- 
bers, either  in  public  debate  or  private  conyersation ;  nor,  until 
the  Society  had  lasted  a  considerable  time,  were  any  traces  of 
Republicanism  to  be  met  with  there.  Its  views  were  purely 
and  in  jrood  faith  w}iai  the  test  of  the  Society  avows  :  those, 
however,  were  suiKcient  to  excite  the  most  lively  uneasiness  in 
the  friends  of  Protestant  Ascendency  and  unequal  representa- 
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tion,  uwomaeh  (hat  the  dtffienlty  of  Uieir  ftttainmeni,  noftwHli- 
staadii^  the  b^giniiing  union  of  ieets,  became  maniftet;  bot» 
with  the  diflieuUy,  the  neeesrity  of  the  measure  was  still  more 

obviofis,  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  ran  greater  mka 
for  wliat  they  concfnvml  huih  difficult  and  necessary  to  be  had 
was  increased.  Tliis  will  suflicientlv  account  for  the  violent 
expression  and  extraordinary'  proposals  that  are  attributed  to 
that  Society.  One  of  the  latter  was  that  of  endeavouring,  at 
some  fittare  bat  tmdetermined  time,  to  proeare  the  meeting  of 
a  ConTontion,  which  should  take  into  consideration  the  best 
mode  of  efiPecting  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  as  had  been  done  in 
1784.  It  was  thought  the  weight  and  the  power  of  such  a  hody* 
backed,  as  it  was  hope<l  it  wcmhl  be,  with  the  support  of  Ca- 
tholic and  Protestant,  and  the  increased  disposition  towards 
liberty  which  arose  from  the  French  He  volution,  would  procure 
a  more  &Tourable  issue  to  the  efforts  of  that  Gonration  than 
had  attended  those  of  the  former:  but  the  objeet  as  yet  waa 
no  more  than  a  Beform  in  Parliament,  only  on  broader  and 
more  liberal  principles. 

The  discussion,  however,  of  political  questions,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  the  enacting  of  several  unpopular  laws,  had 
advanced  the  minds  of  many  people,  even  before  they  were  aware 
of  it,  towards  Republicanism  and  Revolution:  they  began  to 
reason  on  the  subject,  and  to  think  a  Republican  Ibrm  of  Go- 
▼emment  was  preferable  to  our  own  i  but  they  still  considered 
it  as  impossible  to  be  obtained  in  consequence  of  the  English 
powti  and  connection.  This,  together  with  its  being  constantly 
perceived  that  the  weight  of  English  influence  wa.^  thrown  into 
the  scale  of  the  Borough  interest,  gradually  rendered  the  con- 
nection itself  an  object  of  discussion,  and  its  advantages  some- 
what problematical.  While  the  minds  of  men  were  taking 
this  turn,  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin  was  for- 
cibly dissolved  in  1794;  but  the  principles  by  which  it  was 
actuated  were  as  strong  as  over. 

As  hypocrisy  was  not  one  of  the  vices  of  that  Society,  it 
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bnmglit  its  destrnotion  on  Haelf  hj  the  opeimen  of  Its  diaeas- 
■ions  and  the  publicity  of  its  proceedings.  Its  fate  was  a  warn- 
ing to  that  of  Belt  ist,  ami  suo^gcsted  the  idea  of  forming  societies 
with  the  same  objects,  but  whose  secrecy  should  be  their  pro- 
tection. The  first  of  these  Societi^  was,  as  we  best  reoolleot, 
instituted  in  1795.  In  order  to  secnre  co-operation  and  nni- 
formitj  of  aetion,  ihejr  organized  a  ayatem  of  Oommittoea, 
Baronial,  Oonnty,  Provincial,  and  even  National ;  bnt  it  was 
long  before  the  akeleton  of  this  organization  was  filled  up. 
While  the  formation  of  these  Societies  was  in  agitation,  the 
friends  of  liberty  were  gradually,  but  with  a  timid  step,  advan- 
cing towards  Reptibliraiii-iii .  Thov  be<:!'an  to  be  convinced  that 
it  would  be  as  easy  to  obtain  a  Revolution  as  a  Keform,  so  ob> 
atinately  was  the  latter  resisted ;  and,  as  this  conviction  im- 
preeaed  itself  on  thdr  minds,  they  were  inclined  not  to  give 
np  the  atroj^le,  but  to  extend  their  Tiewa.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that,  in  their  text,  the  words  ate,  **an  equal  repreaen- 
tation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,^  without  inserting  the  words 
**  in  Parliament.*^  This  test  embraced  both  the  Republican 
and  the  Reformer,  and  lefl  it  to  future  circumstances  to  decide 
to  which  point  the  common  strength  should  be  directed.  But 
still  the  whole  body,  we  are  convinced,  wonld  have  rejoiced  to 
stop  short  at  Beform. 

Another  consideration,  however,  led  the  minda  of  reflecting 
United  Irishmen  to  look  towards  a  Bepublic  and  separation 
from  England.  This  waa  the  war  with  Prance.  They  clearly 
perceived  that  their  strength  was  not,  and  was  not  likely 
speedily  to  become,  equal  to  wresting  from  the  English  and  the 
Boroujrh  interest  in  Ireland  even  a  reform.  Foreiirn  assistance 
would  therefore  perhaps  become  necessary ;  but  foreign  assist- 
imce  could  only  be  hoped  for  in  proportion  as  the  object  to 
which  it  wonld  be  applied  was  important  to  the  party  giving 
it.  A  Beform  in  the  Irish  Parliament  was  no  object  to  the 
French ;  a  separation  of  Ireland  from  England  was  a  mighty 
one  indeed.   Thna  they  reasoned :  Shall  we,  between  two  ob- 
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jccts,  confine  onnelvee  to  the  one  least  valuable,  even  though 

it  is  equally  dillicult  to  be  obtained,  if  we  consider  our  own 
internal  resources,  and  much  more  difEciilt  to  be  obtained,  if 
we  consider  the  relation  of  Ireland  with  the  rest  of  Europe  ? 

Whatever  progress  this  united  system  had  made  among  the 
PresbytenauB  of  the  North,  it  had,  as  we  apprehend,  made 
but  little  way  among  the  Oatbolies  throughout  the  kingdom 
until  after  the  recall  of  Earl  FitswiUiam. 

Notwitlistanding  many  reaolntiona  which  had  appeared  from 
them,  manifesting  a  growing  spirit,  they  were  considered  as 
entertaining  not  only  an  habitual  progrci^sion  for  Monarchy, 
but  as  being  less  attached  than  the  Presbyterians  to  political 
liberty.  There  were,  however,  certain  men  among  them  of  a 
different  description,  who  rejoiced  at  the  rejection  of  their 
claims,  because  it  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
that  the  adveraariea  of  Beform  were  also  their  adverearies,  and 
that  those  two  objects  eonld  never  be  separated  with  any 
chance  of  success  to  either.  They  used  the  recall  of  that 
nobleman,  and  tiie  rejection  of  his  measures  to  cement  together, 
in  pulitioal  union,  the  Catholic  and  Presbyterian  masses. 

Tlie  modern  socii  ties,  for  their  protection  against  iuforinerB 
and  prosecution,  had  introduced  into  their  text  a  clause  of 
secrecy.  They  did  more.  They  changed  the  engagement  of 
their  predeeessorB  into  an  oath,  «nd  mutual  confidence  in- 
creased when  religion  was  called  in  aid  of  mutual  security. 
While  they  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  North,  but 
increasing  rapidly  there,  the  Insurrection  Bill  was  passed  in 
the  beg^inning  of  1796,  augmenting  the  penalties  upon  admi- 
Ilisterill^  unlawful  oaths  or  solemn  engagements  even  to  death. 
But  death  bad  ceased  to  alarm  men,  who  began  to  think  it 
was  to  be  encountoi-ed  in  their  country's  cause.  The  statute 
remained  an  absolute  dead  letter,  and  the  numbers  of  the  body 
augmented  beyond  belief. 

To  the  Armagh  peraecution  is  the  union  of  United  Irish- 
men most  exceedingly  indebted.    The  persons  and  properties 
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of  the  wretched  Catholics  of  that  county  were  exposed  to  the 
mercilesB  attacks  of  an  Orange  faction,  which  was  certainly  in 
many  inataneea  nncontrolled  by  the  jnsticeB  of  the  peaoe,  and 
claimed  to  be  in  all  supported  by  Govenunent. 

When  these  men  found  that  illegal  acts  of  magistrates  were 
indemnified  by  occasional  Statutes,  and  the  courts  of  justice 
shut  against  them  by  Parliaiuentary  barriers,  they  began  to 
think  they  had  no  refuge  but  by  joining  tlie  L  uiou.  Their 
disposition  so  to  do  was  much  increased  by  finding  the  Pres- 
byterians, especially  of  Belfast^  step  forward  to  espouse  theic 
cause  and  succour  their  distresses.  We  will  here  remark  that, 
once  for  all,  what  we  solemnly  aver,  that  wherever  the  Orange 
system  was  introduced,  particularly  in  Catholic  Counties,  it 
was  unifbrmly  observed  that  the  numbers  of  United  Irishmen 
increased  most  astonishingly.  The  alarm  svhi  li  an  Uiange 
Lodije  excited  amontr  the  Catholics  made  them  luck  for  rcfuo-e 
by  joining  together  in  the  United  nystein,  and,  as  their  number 
was  always  greater  than  that  of  bigoted  Protestants,  our  har- 
vest was  tenfold.  At  the  same  time  that  we  mention  this 
drenmstance,  we  must  confess,  and  deeply  regret,  that  it  excited 
a  mutual  acrimony  and  vindictive  ^irit,  which  was  peculiarly 
o])posite  to  the  interest  and  abhorrent  from  the  feelings  of  the 
United  Irishmen,  and  has  lately  manifested  itself,  as  we  hear, 
in  outrai^ess  of  so  nnicli  iiorror. 

Dutenderism  ha^  been  snp]K)sed  to  be  the  origin  of  the  Socie- 
ties of  United  Irishmen :  this  is  undoubtedly  either  a  mistake  or 
a  misrepresentation.  We  solemnly  declare  there  was  no  connec- 
tion between  them  and  the  United  Irishmen,  as  &r  as  we  know, 
except  what  follows.  After  the  Defenders  had  spread  into 
different  counties^  they  manifested  a  rooted  but  not  an  enlight- 
ened aversion,  amon^  other  things,  to  the  same  grievances 
that  were  conipl.um  d  of  by  the  Cnion.  They  were  compot«ed 
almost  entirely  of  Catholics,  and  those  of  the  lowest  order, 
who,  through  a  false  confidence,  were  risking  themselves  and 
the  attainment  of  redress  by  premature  and  unsystematic  in- 
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flUfrection.   In  the  North,  tbej  were  also  engaged  in  an  aeti- 

monious  and  bloody  struggle  with  an  opposite  fiiction,  called 
the  Peep-of-Day  Boys.  The  advantage  of  rpconcilinsf  these 
two  misguided  parties,  of  joiiiiug  tliera  together  in  the  Union, 
aad  ao  turning  them  trom  any  Tiews  which  they  might  have 
exclofiively  religious,  and  of  vefltraiiiing  them  from  employing 
a  mutnaUy  deetmetiTe  exertion  of  fi»ree,  most  poweiinlly  atmek 
the  minds  of  eeveFal  United  Iiiahmen.  For  that  purpose, 
many  of  them  in  the  Northern  Ooonties  went  among  both,  bnt 
particnlarly  the  Defenders,  joined  with  them,  showed  them  the 
superiority  of  the  Union  system,  uud  gnulually,  while  Govern- 
ment was  endeavouring  to  quell  them  by  force,  molted  them 
down  into  the  United  I  rish  body.  This  rendered  their  conduct 
infinitely  more  orderly  and  less  suspicious  to  GoTomment. 

It  has  been  alleged  against  the  United  Irishmen,  that  they 
established  a  system  of  assassination.  Nothing  has  been  ever 
imputed  to  them  that  we  fiael  more  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
disayow.  In  sneh  immense  nnmbers  and  rery  yarioos  dispon- 
tioiis  as  were  to  be  found  in  that  body,  ;d(linuu;h  uniformitv  of 
system  may  have  given  a  wonderful  uuilormity  of  action,  yet 
it  is  unlair  and  unjust  to  charge  the  whole  body  with  the  vices 
of  a  few  of  its  members.  Individual  grievauceB  produced  indi- 
Tidnal  resentments,  and  the  meeting  of  many  sufferers  in  the 
same  way  caused  them  to  oonenr  in  the  same  resolution.  It 
appears,  indeed,  by  some  trials,  that  »  Baronial  [Committee] 
onoe  took  that  sabjeet  into  consideration,  but  it  is  manifest  it 
was  taken  up  by  them  as  indiyidnals,  whose  principles,  it 
atlerwards  appeared,  were  not  repugnant  to  the  act. 

A  Committee  of  Assassination  luis  been  much  talked  of,  and 
we  have  heard  persons  mentioned  as  members  of  it,  whom  we 
know,  from  the  most  private  and  confidential  conversations,  to 
be  utterly  abhorrent  from  that  crime.  We  solemnly  dechuw 
we  disbelieve  such  Committees  havmg  ever  existed  $  we  most 
positively  aver  it  never  was  with  the  cognisance  [of  the  whole] 
or  a  part  of  the  Union.   We  also  declare  that,  in  no  communi- 
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cationa  from  those  who  were  pUced  at  the  head  of  the  United 
Ixiflhmen  to  the  rest  of  that  body,  and  in  no<ffiMpaper^  was 
assaBsination  erer  ineiileated,  bnt  freqnentlj  and  ferrentl j  re- 
probated ;  it  was  oonsidered  by  them  with  honor,  on  aecomit 

of  its  criminality,  and  with  personal  dread,  because  it  would 
render  tVivn  iuus  the  minds  of  mou  iu  whose  hands  their  lives 
were  placed,  mont  peculiarly  placed,  inasmuch  Ba^  between  them 
and  the  rest  of  the  body,  they  were  out  of  the  protection  of 
law.  In  proof  of  this  assertion,  we  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
a  sketch  a  pablication  which  we  believe  was  seised  among 
the  papeiB  of  one  of  us  at  the  time  of  his  arresti  and  which  it 
was  intended  sihonld  appear,  if  the  paper  to  which  it  allnded 
had  not  been  discontinued. 

One  other  observation,  which  we  entreat  may  not  offend, 
will,  we  hope,  be  decisive ;  if  such  a  Committee  had  existed, 
and  if  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  United  Irishmen  had  thought 
assassination  a  justifiable  mode  of  attaining  their  views,  and 
had  been  capable  of  enoonra^g  soch  an  atrocity,  possessed, 
as  they  were,  of  wide-spread  means  of  acting,  and  powerful 
control  over  them  who,  it  is  now  manifest,  held  the  loss  of  their 
lives  in  utter  contempt,  the  poniard  would  have  been  directed, 
not  a<^ainst  such  petty  objects  as  an  obnoxious  county  magts« 
trate,  or  an  intonuer. 

We  were  none  of  us  members  of  the  United  system  before 
September  or  October,  1796.  At  that  time,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, the  reasons  already  alleged  and  the  irritations  of  the 
preceding  summer  in  the  North  had  disposed  us  to  a  separa- 
tion and  Republic,  principally  because  we  were  hopeless  that  a 
Reform  would  ever  be  yielded  to  any  peaceable  exertion  of 
the  people.  We  cannot  be  accurate  as  to  the  progress  either 
of  the  numbers  or  orpanization  of  the  United  Irishmen,  because, 
it  having  been  an  invariable  rule  to  bum  all  returns  or  other 
papers  after  they  had  ceased  to  be  useful,  we  have  no  documents 
with  which  to  refresh  our  memories;  but  we  apprehend  the 
reports  of  the  Secret  Committees  to  be,  in  that  respect^  suffi- 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


360  HEMOIBS  AND  COBBS8FOND£NC£  OF  [179». 


cieiitly  accurate,  except  that  the  uumbers  were  always  much 
greater  than  appeared  by  those  reports.  The  documents  on 
which  they  rely  ooly  noticed  thoM  who  went  rcgolarly  into 
Bodeties,  bat  great  nombeis  perhaps,  at  a  roogh  gnesi,  half 
as  many)  were  awom  to  the  teat  who  were  preyented,  by  private 
motives  and  local  circumstances,  from  committing  themselTCS 
in  that  way.  Wo  are,  however,  convinced  that  the  numbers 
could  not  latterly  bo  less  than  live  hundred  thuu.->aiid. 

Tlie  returns  from  the  diiVereut  Societies  aud  Committees  up- 
wards specified,  among  other  things,  arms  and  ammunition. 
These  were  not  originally  included  in  them,  nor  were  they 
introduced  until  after  the  passing  of  the  Insurrection  and  In* 
demnity  Acts,  when  the  people  began  to  be  worse  than  ever 
carried  towards  resistance,  and  were  extremely  irritated  by  the 
indemnified  violations  of  law  in  the  North.  The  returns  also 
stated  sums  of  money  liavinjj  been  collected:  those  sums  were 
always  very  snuill.  and  applied  towards  the  spreadinof  of  the 
system  in  other  places,  towards  the  support  of  persons  im- 
prisoned on  charges  connected  with  the  Union,  and  on  the 
conducting  of  their  defences ;  any  other  expenses  were  defrayed 
by  occasional  private  subscription. 

The  printed  constitution  mentions  a  National  Committee ; 
none  such,  strictly  speaking,  was  ever  formed  at  first,  because 
to  its  appointment  two  Provincials  at  least  were  necessary ;  and, 
before  the  organization  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  eonhi 
reach  to  a  Proviucial,  the  immense  numbers  in  Ulster  i  r<|uired 
the  superintendence  of  a  supreme  head.  Some  persons  were 
then  chosen  by  the  Northern  Provincial,  with  powers  to  asso- 
ciate to  themselves  such  others  as  they  should  think  fit.  They 
were  commonly  called  the  Executive.  When  the  oiganization 
began  in  Leinster,  and  a  short  time  after  the  French  had  left 
Bantiy  Bay,  some  persons  resident  in  this  Province  were  asso* 
ciated  to  that  body. 

Things  continued  thus  until  many  began  to  think  that 
elections  should  be  made  pursuant  to  the  Constitution.  The 
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fidelity  of  ihe  people  had  hy  that  time  been  eo  ahanduLtlj 
proved,  that  men  did  not  hesitate  to  eabmit  themselYee  to  a 
guarded  election  by  the  Leinster  ProTineial.   National  Dele- 

g.iU.H  were  therefore  chosen  by  it,  who  acted  for  their  own 
Province,  and  occasionally  consulted  with  the  Executive  of  the 
North  on  subjects  of  ;j;encral  importance.  The  election  of  Na- 
tional Deleo^tes  for  Leinster  firjit  took  place,  as  we  best  recol- 
lect, about  the  latter  end  of  November,  or  in  December,  1797. 

The  military  oiganisation  had  no  existence  till  towards  the 
end  of  1796$  and  was,  as  near  as  could  be,  engrafted  on  the 
civil.  In  order  to  avoid  giving  alarm,  it  continued  to  conceal 
itself  as  much  as  possible  under  the  usual  denominations. 
The  Secretary  of  a  Society  of  twelve  was  commonly  the  petty 
officer;  the  delegate  of  five  Societies  to  a  lower  l^aronial,  when 
the  population  required  such  au  intermediate  step,  was  usually 
the  Captain;  and  the  Delegate  often  lower  Baronials  to  the 
upper  Baronials  or  District  was  most  commonly  Colonel.  All 
officers  to  Colonels  up  were  indispensably  elected  by  those  they 
were  to  command ;  but,  at  that  point,  the  inteiferenee  of  the 
Societies  ceased,  and  every  higher  commission  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Executive  only.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  uuuiber  of  regi- 
ments were  t)rganized  in  any  county,  the  Colonels  were  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Executive  the  names  of  three  pertiious  lit,  in 
their  opinion,  to  act  as  Adjutant-General  for  that  county:  of 
those  the  Executive  ehose  one,  and,  through  this  oxgan,  all 
militaiy  communications  were  made  to  the  seversl  counties. 
In  consequence  of  such  arrangement,  not  more  than  one  of  the 
Executive  need  ever  be  committed  with  any  county,  and  that 
only  to  a  person  of  his  own  choice  from  anionrr.st  them.  It  so 
happened  that  the  same  member  was  enahl.  d  to  hold  cf>iiiiiiiiiji- 
cation  with  several  Adjutants-General,  which  still  further  di- 
minished the  risk  to  the  Executive.  We  refer  to  the  amended 
printed  Constitution,  where  the  militaiy  ofganisation,  without 
being  named,  is  more  correctly  set  forth  than  we  can  now  give 
it  from  memory. 
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Afl  to  the  mamMr  in  which  thoee  men  irare  to  be  pioviiled 
with  arms  aDd  unmnnition,  ereiy  mao  that  oonld  affind  it  was 

dtreeted  to  provide  himself  with  a  muBket  and  bayonet,  and  as 
imicli  aiiHtmiution  m  ho  could  j  every  other  man  with  li  pike, 
aud,  it'  he  was  able,  a  case  of  pUtols  ;  but  this,  we  apprehend, 
was  not  strictly  complied  with.  We  have  heard  it  said  that 
treasorera  were  appointed  for  raising  money  to  pnrcliaae  anna, 
but  no  aneh  appointment  was  eyer  made,  at  least,  by  the 
ExeeatiTs :  perhaps  some  private  aoeietisa  may  have  adopted 
sneh  a  measure.  In  many  instaneee,  the  lower  orders  wen< 
about  to  private  houses  searching;  for  arms.  This  the  Exeen- 
tive  constantly  endeavoured  to  prevent,  because  they  were 
unwilling  to  raise  alarm  iu  thoir  adversaries!,  or  to  let  the 
nienibers  of  their  body  acquire  liabits  of  plunder.  They 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  ^om  these  acts,  by  representing  to 
the  people  that  the  arms  would  be  always  kept  in  better  con- 
dition by  the  gentlemen  than  by  them,  and  eonld  be  easilj 
seised  whenever  they  were  necessary :  in  other  reepects,  onr 
stores  were  in  the  arsenal  at  the  Oetle,  and  the  military  depdts 
throughout  the  country :  our  supplies  were  in  the  Treasury. 

Wo  have  read,  in  sonic  "evidence  lately  i::ivon,  that  a  person 
wa«  appoiotod  Colonel  by  a  eouuui.Naiori  Irom  a  General  in  the 
United  Army :  we  must  be  permitted  to  doubt,  it  not  to  deny, 
the  truth  of  that  assertion.  No  General  was  ever  chosen  for 
Leinster,  and  Colonels  were  always  appointed  by  their  Cap- 
tains. They  derived  their  anthority  fiom  this  appointment, 
and  not  ficom  any  commission  of  a  General. 

If  Irish  officers  in  fbrri^  service  had  joined  in  onr  cause, 
they  would  have  been  gladly  receiveJ  and  rapidly  promoted. 
Indeed,  an  attempt  to  procure  that  was  actually  sot  on  toot. 
We  counted  upon  their  attachment  to  their  native  soil  and 
hatred  to  England  as  a  substitute  for  Republicanism;  and 
when  they  should  be  convinced  that  such  a  &rm  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  beet  security  for  the  permanent  separation  of  the 
two  countries,  we  were  sure  of  their  fidelity.    It  has  so  hap- 
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pened^  hoiwerw^  («itli«r  from  iih»  dolay  of  peaee  on  the  oonti- 
nent,  or  because  our  agent  was  oTerHsautioiu  in  ooncliicting 

the  negotiation,  lest  it  .should  beconio  kuown  to  thu  respective 
potentates  and  conimimicated  to  the  British  Court),  that 
nothing  in  consequence  of  it  has  hitherto  been  eti'ected. 

Attempts  were  made,  with  as  much  zeal  as  the  necessary  can- 
tion  would  permit,  to  introduce  the  system  amongst  the  military, 
the  militia  espeoiaUy ;  bat  the  reports  of  the  ageots  were  mostly 
oonfiuedand  onsatisfiMrtory ;  so  that  the  snooess  of  tlie  metsoie 
oonld  never  be  ascertained  with  any  tolerable  aoenraey. 

A  military  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Executive  in 
February,  1798,  for  the  principal  purpose  of  preparing  plans 
of  operation,  either  in  the  event  of  a  premature  insurrection, 
if  we  should  be  uni'oitunateiy  and  unwillingly  forced  into  one, 
or  of  an  inTSsion  from  France. 

As  a  Committee,  it  did  nothing;  hot  some  of  its  members 
took  up  the  consideration  of  ihe  latter  sabjeet,  and  framed 
instnictions  how  to  act  m  case  of  the  landing  of  a  foreign  force. 
These  were  sent  by  the  ExeentiTe  to  such  Adjutant-Oenerals 
iis  had  received  theii  appointments ;  they  generally  went  to 
use  every  eft'ort  in  favour  of  the  French. 

We  can  aver  tliat  tiure  existed  no  general  plan  of  insurrec- 
tion previous  to  the  12th  of  March,  1798;  but  some  indi- 
viduals had  perhaps  found  local  ones  adapted  to  the  taking  of 
DnbUn  and  a  few  other  places,  when  the  North  was  on  the 
point  of  rising.  Shortly  after  the  celebrated  Proclamation  of 
General  Lake,  a  plan  of  operations  had  been  digested  for  the 
occasion,  which  were  destroyed  as  soon  as  the  people  were  dis- 
suaded In ) 111  tliat  enterprise,  and  of  wliich  we  cannot  now 
speak  with  any  degree  of  precision. 

Several  recommendations  were  occasionally  delivered  down 
from  the  Executive  through  the  Ckimmittees,  the  dates  or 
contents  of  which  we  cannot  undertake  to  detail,  unless  they 
shall  be  called  to  onr  recollections.  The  most  remarkable  as 
they  now  occur  to  us,  were  a  recommendation  to  abstain  from 
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iheuae  of  spirits  «nd  excisable  articles,  not  so  maeh  to  destroy 
ihe  resources  of  €h>yenimeiit  as  £>r  the  purpose  of  preserying 
eobrietj,  which  was  so  neoessaiy  to  and  morality, 

which  was  so  necessary  to  good  order.  It  may  be  right  to 
remark  tLai  this  reeomraendation  \v;is  most  astonishingly 
coinpli(*d  witli,  however  painful  to  the  people  and  contrary 
to  Uieir  former  habits.  The  Executive  also  directed  to  dis- 
courage the  circolatiott  of  Bank  notes,  and  published  a  hand- 
bill caationing  sgainst  the  purchasing  of  quit-rents,  pnisnant 
to  a  scheme  then  in  agitation,  declaring  that,  as  such  a 
sale  was  an  anticipation  of  the  future  resonroes  of  the  oountiy, 
it  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  good  In  the  event  of  a  revo- 
lution. The  reasons  for  these  publications  are  obvious.  We 
must  here  remark,  that  many  things  were  entrusted  by  the 
Executive  to  .s  iJir  one  of  ita  members;  it  having  been  an 
invariable  rule  that  no  more  than  one  of  them  should  ever,  on 
my  occasion,  be  committed  with  persons  not  of  its  body.  For 
this  reason,  many  things  here  stated  are  set  forth  on  the  credit 
of  one  indiyidual,  but  believed  by  the  remainder. 

About  the  middle  of  1796,  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  was 
held,  more  important  in  its  discussions  and  its  consequences 
than  Miy  thai  liad  preceded  it.  As  such,  we  have  thought 
ourselves  hound  to  give  an  account  of  it  witli  tlie  most  perfect 
frankncijs,  and  more  tlian  ordinary  precision.  This  meeting 
was  convened  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  Society, 
who  had  emigrated  on  account  of  political  opinions.  It  men- 
tioned that  the  state  of  the  country  had  been  represented  to 
the  Government  of  France  in  so  fiivourable  a  light  as  to  induce 
them  to  resolve  upon  invading  Ireland,  for  the  puipose  of 
enabling  it  to  separate  itself  from  Great  Britain.  On  this 
solemn  and  important  occasion,  a  serious  review  was  taken  of 
the  state  of  the  Irish  nation  at  that  period.  It  was  observed 
that  a  desperate  feruient  existed  in  the  public  mind,  and  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  Parliamentary  reform  had  indeed  been 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  early  in  1798 ;  but,  after  it 
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had  been  frustrated  by  Beveral  saocesaive  adjonmmentB,  all 

hope  of  its  attainment  was  vanished,  and  its  friends  every- 
where proscribed.  The  volunteers  were  put  down  ;  all  power 
of  meeting  by  delegation  for  any  political  purpose  (the  mode 
in  which  it  was  most  usual  and  expedient  to  co-operate  on  any 
snbject  of  importance)  was  taken  away  at  the  same  time.  The 
prosecutions  of  1794,  the  recall  of  Lord  FitswiUiam,  and  the 
resumption  of  coereiTo  measnres  that  followed  it,  were  strongly 
dwelt  on.  The  County  of  Armagh  had  been  long  desohited  by 
fomented  feuds,  the  two  contending  factions  agreeing  only  in 
one  thing — an  opinion  that  most  of  the  acting  magistrates  in 
that  County  treated  one  party  with  the  most  fostering  kind- 
ness, and  the  other  with  the  most  rigorous  persecution.  It 
was  stated  that  so  marked  a  partiality  exa.'^perated  the  sufferers 
and  those  who  sympathized  in  their  misfortunes ;  it  was  urged 
with  indignation  that,  notwithstanding  the  greatness  of  the 
mflitary  establishment  in  Ireland,  and  its  harag  been  able  to 
suppress  the  defenders  in  Tarious  Gounties,  it  was  not  able,  or 
was  not  employed,  to  suppress  those  outrages  in  that  Oonnty 
which  drove  4000  persons  from  their  native  dwellings. 

The  maopistrates,  too,  who  took  no  stops  against  the  Orange- 
men, were  said  to  have  overleaped  the  boundaries  of  law  to 
pursue  and  punish  the  Defenders.  The  Government  and 
Legislature  seemed  to  take  upon  themselves  those  injuries  by 
the  Indemnity  Aet,  which  screened  from  punishment,  and 
even  honoured  the  violations,  and,  by  the  Insurrection  Act, 
which  enabled  the  same  magistrates,  if  they  chose,  under 
colour  of  law,  to  act  anew  the  same  abominations.  Nothing, 
it  was  contended,  coulJ  more  justly  excite  the  spirit  of  resist- 
ance, and  determine  men  to  appeal  to  arms,  than  the  Insur- 
rection Act.  It  punished  with  death  the  administering  of 
oaths,  which,  in  their  opinion,  were  calculated  to  promote  the 
most  honourable  and  virtuous  purposes.  The  power  of  pro- 
claiming Gounties,  and  quieting  them  by  breaking  open  the 
cabins  of  the  peasants  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  by  seising 
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ihe  uunatei  and  sendiiig  them  on  board  tenden,  without  tho 
interpoaition  of  »  trial  hj  jniy,  had,  it  ynm  attiigod,  iiritated 
beyond  endurance  the  minds  of  tho  leflecting  and  the  Mings 
of  the  unthinking  inhabitante  of  that  prorinee.  It  was  eon- 
tended  that,  even  according  to  the  Constitutiiin  :mJ  example 
of  1088,  when  tlie  protection  of  the  constituted  auiliuriiies  wa^s 
withdrawn  trom  the  subject,  allegiance,  its  reciprocal  duty, 
had  ceased  to  bind.  When  the  people  was  not  redressed,  it 
had  a  riffki  to  rarist,  and  was  free  to  eeek  Ibr  allies  wheroTer 
thej  were  to  be  Ibnnd.  The  EogUsh  Befolntioniste  of  1688 
called  in  the  asststanoe  of  a  foreign  Bepnblie  to  overthrow  their 
oppressors.  There  had  sprang  up  in  our  own  times  a  mneh 
more  mighty  Republic,  which,  by  its  offors  of  assif^tancc  to 
break  the  cliaius  of  Slavery,  had  drawti  oii  itself  a  war  with 
the  enemies  of  our  freedom,  and  now  peculiarly  tendered  us 
its  aid.  These  arguments  prevailed,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
employ  the  proflfered  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  separation. 
Wo  are  aware  it  is  snspeoted  that  negotiations  between  the 
United  Irishmen  and  the  French  were  eanried  on  at  an  earlier 
period  than  that  now  alluded  to ;  but  we  solemnly  declare  any 
such  suspicion  is  unfounded.  In  consequence  of  this  determina- 
tion of  the  Executive,  an  agent  was  despatched  to  tho  Direc- 
tory, who  acquainted  them  with  it,  stated  tlie  dispositions  of 
the  people,  and  the  measures  which  caused  them,  lie  received 
fresh  assurances  that  the  succours  should  be  sent  as  soon  as 
the  armament  could  be  got  ready. 

About  October,  1796,  a  messenger  from  the  Bepublie  arrived, 
who.  Sifter  authenticating  himsdf,  said  he  came  to  be  inibrmed 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  and  to  tell  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Irishmen  of  tlie  intention  of  the  French  to  invade  it  speedily, 
with  15,000  men,  and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  aniinn- 
nitiou;  but  he  neither  mentioned  the  precise  time  nor  the 
place,  doubting,  we  suppose,  our  caution  and  secrecy.  Shortly 
after  his  departure,  a  letter  arrived  from- a  quarter  which  there 
was  reason  to  look  upon  as  confidential,  stating  that  they  would 
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invBde  England  in  the  enmimg  spring,  and  posnblj  Ireland. 
The  reason  of  this  eontmdietion  has  nerer  been  explained ;  but 

the  consequence  of  it,  and  the  messenger  not  having  stated  the 
intended  plac^  of  landing,  was.  that  when  tlie  arm  anient  arrived, 
in  December,  1796,  at  Bautry  Bay,  thej  oame  at  a  time  and 
in  a  port  we  had  not  foreknown. 

After  the  intended  descent  had  &iled,  it  oeoorred  to  some  mem- 
bers  of  the  Opposition  and  their  ftiendi  in  the  City,  and  to  some 
of  the  most  ineonsiderate  of  the  United  Irish,  that  one  more 
attempt  should  bo  made  in  favour  of  Parliamentary  lictunii. 
They  hoped,  by  the  terrible  warning  which  liad  1'  '  ii  (jiven,  by 
the  tacility  of  rcai  hiiig  our  coasts,  and  (if  the  armament  had 
landed)  the  possibility  at  least  of  its  snooeeding,  would  have 
conyinoed  the  borough  proprietors  of  the  necessity  of  conceding 
to  the  popular  wish.  The  storm  had  dispersed — a  dond  big 
with  danger — ^bnt  it  might  collect  again,  and  the  thunder  of 
republic  and  revolution  again  roll,  and  perhaps  burst  over  their 
heads.  Tiiis  w;is  then  judged  the  best  moment  to  persuade 
them,  in  the  midst  of  their  fears,  to  a  measure  strictly  counter- 
revolutionary. 

We  think  it  but  right  to  state  that  no  greater  connection 
than  that  of  priTate  aoquaintanee  and  friendship  erer  subsisted 
between  any  of  the  members  of  the  Opposition  and  the  United 
Irishmen,  except  in  this  instance,  andibrthe  aoeomplishment  of 

this  purpose.  In  conse^juence  of  these  joint  efforts,  a  meeting 
was  hold  at  the  Exchfuige,  which  declared  in  favour  of  R<*form, 
and  a  proposal  of  that  nature  was  submitted  to  Parliament. 
If,  in  the  course  of  that  effort  for  Reform,  it  had  not  become 
evident  that  snocsss  was  hopeless,  it  was  the  wish  of  many 
among  us,  and  we  believe  the  Ezeentiye  would  have  gladly  em- 
braeed  the  occasion  of  declining  to  hold  any  fhrther  intercourse 
with  France,  except  sending  a  messenger  there  to  teD  them  that 
the  difference  weie  adjusted  between  the  (lovemment  and  the 
people,  and  that  they  would  have  no  business  a  second  timo 
to  attempt  a  landing.   In  hci,  no  advance  was  made  to  renew 
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the  negooiation  until  April,  when  an  a^nt  was  sent. 

Id  the  May  following,  Geoeial  Lake^a  well-known  Proclama- 
tion appeared.  This  rery  nraeh  inereaaed  the  ferment  of  the 
pnblio  mind,  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  wish  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  French,  that  they  might  get  rid  of  the  eeverities 
of  martial  law.  It  did  more  —  it  goaded  many  of  the  {)eople 
of  t\ie  North  to  press  the  Executive  to  eoiisont  to  au  insur- 
rection, independent  of  foreigu  aid.  But  about  tliis  time  a 
letter  arrived,  assuring  as  that  the  French  would  oome  agaiOf 
and  requesting  that  a  person  should  be  sent  over  to  make  pre- 
vious arrangements.  The  eagerness  of  those  in  the  North, 
who  were  ntgent  for  insurrection,  was  ehecked  by  making 
Icnowtt  to  them  this  oommunicattoo,  and  entreating  for  delay. 
It  was  resisted  likewise  bv  some  of  the  most  sober  and  retlcct- 
iiiir  amnnc:  thcmselre^,  who  were  of  opinion  they  were  not  yet 
sutiicicutly  prepared  for  the  attempt.  Thef«c  considerations 
prevailed,  particularly  as,  in  order  to  enibrce  them,  advuitage 
wa.«;  taken  of  a  wish  expressed  in  Parliament  that  the  people 
might  rise. 

The  impatience,  however,  which  was  manifosted  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  the  knowledge  that  it  was  only  controlled  by  the 

expectation  of  foreign  and  speedy  assistance,  determined  the 
Executive  to  send  a  second  agent,  with  an  answer  to  the  letter. 
This  person  departed  in  the  latter  end  f  t  June,  17^7.  Hv 
both  these  agents,  rather  a  small  number  ot  men,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  artillezy,  and  officers,  were  re- 
quired. A  small  force  only  was  asked  for,  because  the 
Executive,  fiuthiul  to  the  principle  of  Irish  independence, 
wished  for  what  they  deemed  just  sufficient  to  liberate  their 
country,  but  incompetent  to  subdue  it.  Their  most  determined 
resolntion,  and  tliat  of  tlie  whole  body  (as  far  as  its  opinion 
could  he  collt'Cted)  always  has  been,  in  no  event  to  let  Ireland 
come  under  the  dominion  of  France  ;  but  it  wo^  offered  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  The  number  required  was 
ten  thousand  men  at  the  most,  and  at  the  least,  five  thousand. 
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The  Exeontive  molined  to  the  larger  nnmber;  hni,  even  with 
the  nnaller,  the  genenl  opinion  among  them  -was,  that  there 
could  be  no  doaht  of  snccess.   As  to  the  quantity  of  arms,  by 

the  first  agent  40,000  stand  wero  specified ;  but,  by  the 
swonfl.  as  mucli  nacre  as  could  be  sent.  The  difference  arose 
from  the  disarming  that  had  gone  on  in  the  mean  time  iu  the 
North,  and  from  the  inereasing  numbers  that  were  ready  to 
nee  them.  The  Execntive  also  instructed  its  agents  to  n6go> 
eiate  ibra  loan  of  money,  if  it  could  be  bad  in  France ;  \m%  if 
not^  to  negoeiate  fi>r  that  purpose  with  Spain.  The  sum 
was  half  a  million.  Our  second  agent,  on  his  arrival  at 
Hamburg,  wrote  a  Memorial,  containing  these  and  other  de- 
tails, a  copy  of  wliich  we  perceive  Government  have  somehow 
or  other  obtained,  arul  therefore  refer  to  it.  He  then  proceeded 
to  Paris,  to  treat  further  on  this  business,  where  he  presented 
a  second  Memoir.  The  object  of  this  was  to  urge  motives 
arising  out  of  the  new  state  of  affiurs,  which  should  induce  the 
Directory  not  to  postpone  the  invasion.  We  cannot  precisely 
state  the  whole  of  its  contents,  as,  according  to  the  constant 
practice,  already  mentioned,  no  copy  of  it  has  been  presenred ; 
but  it  went  to  demonstrate  that  so  favourable  a  disposition  as 
then  existed  in  the  Irish  mind  wns  in  u<<  future  contingency  to 
be  expected.  In  any  subheijuent  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  French  KepubUc,  his  Majesty ""s  ministers  must 
see  that  Ireland  would  in&Uibly  become  the  seat  of  war,  if 
they  did  not  previously  remove  those  grievances,  the  existence 
of  which  would  natundly  invite  and  prove  a  powerihl  auxiliaiy 
to  the  enemy.  Such  a  rupture,  it  was  observed,  must  be  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  British  cabinet,  as  several  of  its  most 
leading  members  had  d(  lar*  tli;it  they  considered  the  ex- 
istence of  tlio  British  monarchy  incompatible  wit]?  that  of  the 
Bepublic.  Conciliation  would,  therefore,  according  to  every 
rule  of  policy  and  common  sense,  be  ultimately  adopted  ;  and, 
though  it  should  iail  somewhat  short  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  it  was  asserted  that,  if  once  possessed  of  a  reasonable 
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«hare  of  liberty,  they  oonld  noi  be  brongbt  to  nm  the  cbaneee 
of  m  rerolatinn,  in  order  to  obtain  »  morB  perfbd  Bjrt«m  of 
fi^eedom* 

Our  second  agent,  while  at  Paris,  (and  pending  the  nego- 
ciatiou  at  Lisle)  was  told  by  sonio  of  tlie  persons  in  power  in 
France,  that,  if  certain  terms,  not  especiiied  to  him,  were  otlered 
by  the  ^ffigiiffhi  peace  would  certainly  be  made.  UowevQE, 
after  tbe  negociatlon  was  broken  off,  he  received  positive 
aaaoruioea  that  the  Iriah  never  ahonld  be  abandoned  until  n 
fleparation  waa  effected,  and  that  they  ahonld  be  left  entirely 
nt  their  own  option  to  ohooae  their  own  form  of  Government. 

About  the  same  time,  a  person  came  over,  informing  us  that 
a  considerable  armament  wad  ready,  and  embarked  in  the 
Texel,  destined  for  Ireland,  and  only  waiting  for  a  wind.  The 
troops  were  att^rwards  disembarked ;  but  we  are  ignoi'ant  of 
the  reason  why  they  never  sailed,  except  perhaps  that  the 
wind  oontinnedlbr  ao  long  a  time  adveme,  that  their  proviaiona 
were  exhausted,  and  that,  in  the  mean  while,  disturbancee  had 
broken  ont  in  the  French  government. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  in  none  of  the  negoeiationa 
or  communications  from  Franco  did  the  Grovemment  of  that 
country  ever  intimate  the  place  they  ehouM  land,  or  (except  in 
tlie  iirst)  tlie  fnr<  r  lliov  would  brinrr-  Some  time  in  tlic  heijin- 
ning  oi'  this  year,  a  letter  was  received  trom  France,  stating  that 
the  ancconrs  might  be  expected  in  April :  why  this  promiae 
waa  not  ftdfilled  we  hnve  never  leaned.  We  know  nothing  of ' 
further  oommnnicationa  ^m  any  foreign  State,  nor  of  the 
ftiture  pUm  of  operationa  of  the  French,  but  we  are  oonvinoed 
they  will  never  abandon  the  purpose  of  separating  this  country 
from  EiiL;l;uid.  so  long  as  the  discontents  oi"  the  people  would 
induce  them  to  support  an  invasion. 

Let  us,  then,  while  Ireland  is  yet  our  country,  be  indulged 
in  a  few  remarlui  which  we  deem  extremely  important  to  its 
ftituie  proepeiity.  Now  that  we  have  given  these  full  and 
&ithfbl  details  of  the  past,  we  cannot  be  suspected  of  any  but 
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pure  and  dimiiterwted  motiTes  In  wliat  we  are  about  to  eay, 
en  we  leave  it  for  erer.  Ttie  parte  we  liave  acted  have  enabled 

us  to  acquire  the  most  intimate  kuowlodge  of  the  diBpositions 
and  hearts  of  our  countrymoTi.  From  that  knowledge  \vc 
speak,  when  we  declare  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  Penal 
Laws,  which  haye  followed  in  such  rapid  and  doleful  succes- 
sion, that  the  honee-buniings,  arbitrary  impriBonments,  free 
qnarters,  and,  abore  all,  the  tortures  to  extort  oonfeesions, 
neither  have  had,  nor  can  hare,  any  other  effect  than  ezcitmg 
the  meet  deadly  raneour  in  the  hearts  of  almost  all  the  people 
of  Ireland  against  those  of  their  countrymen  who  have  had 
recourse  to  such  measures  for  maintaining  their  power,  and 
against  the  connexion  with  Britain,  whose  men  and  whose 
means  have  been  poured  in  to  aid  them.  Xhe  matchless 
fidelity  which  has  marked  the  Union,  the  unexampled  firm- 
ness and  contempt  of  death  displayed  by  so  many  thousands 
at  the  halberts,  in  the  field,  in  the  jaO,  and  at  the  gibbet, 
exempt  us  firom  churning  any  belief  on  our  penonal  credit.  If 
the  hearts  of  the  people  be  not  attached  by  some  future  mea- 
sures, this  nation  will  most  assuredly  be  again  and  more  vio- 
lently disturbed  on  the  next  coming  of  a  foreicrn  force.  If  a 
reform  be  adopted,  Ibunded  on  the  abolition  of  corporations  and 
boroughs,  as  constituent  bodlc!?,  and  the  equal  division  of  the 
representation  among  those  who  may  be  entitled  to  the  electiTe 
Bufiiage,  the  best  possible  step  will  be  taken  fiar  preserving  the 
monarchical  constitution  and  the  British  connection.  For  the 
success  of  this  measure  we  would  not  now  answer ;  but,  of  this 
we  are  sure,  you  must  extirpate  or  reform. 

The  heavy  and  still  agitated  minds  wirh  which  we  write 
will,  we  hope,  not  only  apologise  for  any  inaccuracies  of  style, 
but  likewise  serve  the  much  more  important  purpose  of  ex- 
cusmg  any  expressions  that  may  not  be  deemed  sufficiently  cir- 
cumspect. Much  as  we  wish  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood, 
and  the  present  scenes  of  useless  horrors,  we  have  not  affected 
a  change  of  principles,  whidi  would  only  bring  on  us  the 
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imputation  of  hypocrisjr^  when  it  is  our  most  anxioua  widi  la 
evince  perfect  sinoerity  and  good  ftith. 

We^  however,  entieat  Qoyemment  to  be  aHRued  that,  while 
it  is  BO  mwk  onr  interest  to  conolliate,  it  is  fiur  from  onr  in- 
tention to  offend.  A.  OX^onnor. 

Thomas  Addis  EM^rETT. 

WiLUAM  JaM£S  M  ^£VIK. 


Mr,  WiiMam  to  Lord  CaiUer^Mjjik, 

Secret  WUtahiD,  September  21, 1791,  II  p.  u. 

Mj  Lord— A  confidential  person  is  this  moment  arrived 
from  Paris,  with  »  paper  delivered  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Bfarine  to  the  Directory  aboat  the  1 6tfa  of  last  month,  pointing 

out,  the  proper  places  for  a  descent  in  Ireland,  Yoaghall 
and  Kinsalo — the  descent  to  be  made  at  each  place  at  the 
same  time ;  the  two  corps  then  to  unite,  and  cut  off  the  com- 
mnnication  between  Cork  and  the  test  of  the  country ;  divcT" 
sions  to  be  made  at  the  same  time  at  Bantiy,  Boss,  and 
Killowen.  Bat  that  this  piqier  bears  the  mark  of  anthenticity, 
and  that  it  hi  frllowed  by  an  anM  of  the  Directory,  giving 
discretionary  powers  to  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  to  execute 
Lis  project  in  the  manner  that  shall  seem  best  to  him,  and  that 
the  Minister  at  ^Va^  is  directed  to  co-operate  with  liim,  ii  would 
not  be  worth  \Yhile  to  transmit  this  iutellifj^ence  to  ^-our  Lord- 
ship *f  as,  with  the  couiparatiTely  small  force  that  has  sailed 
from  Brest,  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  any  thing  could  be 
effected  so  directly  in  the  &ce  of  Admiral  Kingsmill'^s  squadron. 
The  paper  was  accompanied  by  a  small  sketch  of  a  map  of  the 
sottthem  part  of  Ireland,  vdiich  I  send  your  Lordship  enclosed. 

It  is  intended  that,  at  the  time  the  troops  should  land,  an 
insurrection  sh  iild  break  out  at  Lismore,  where  it  is  supposed 
tliat  souie  of  the  Irish  reftigees  would  previously  have  arrived 
from  France.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c., 

William  Wickham. 

PS.  (SO  m.  p.  11.  P.  M.)  The  Duke  of  PorUand,  to  whom 
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I  bad  aent  the  inteUige&oe  as  soon  as  reoeiTod,  has  just  written 
to  me  to  say^ihat  he  will  write  himself  to  the  Lord-Lieatenant. 
I,  thenfine,  detaiii  the  meeaenger.  It  appears,  horn  tlie  intel- 
ligenee  reoeiTed,  that  Napper  Tandy  was  to  go  immediate^  to 

Ireland,  aiid  reiiiain  conce-aled  in  ilio  iiuighbourhood  ofLibmoro 
or  Killarney  till  the  landiug  should  be  effected.  Your  Lord- 
ship is  requested  to  have  the  goodness  to  return  this  map. 


Mr,  Wickkam  to  Lord  OaHUrea^h. 

Whitehall,  September  24,  1798. 
My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship, 
by  the  Duke  of  Portland's  direction,  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Seeretaiy  Pandas  by  Captain  D^Anveigne, 
Prinoe  of  Bouillon,  together  with  the  substance  of  the  mtelU- 
genee  brought  by  the  person  thereb  alluded  to :  and  I  am  to 
desire  that  your  Lordship  win  lay  the  same  before  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  for  his  Excellency's  iuforination. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

Jezsey,  Septemlwr  90»  1796, 6  p.m. 
Sir— I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  M.  de  la 
Boissiere,  who  is  just  arrived  from  France,  brings  adyiee  that 

the  frigates  which  luui  hiiided  the  inviKlery  in  litluiid,  having 
returned  to  Rochefort,  the  commander  of  them  came  po.st  to 
Brest,  and  took  the  command  of  the  Hoche  and  the  dlvinion 
described  in  my  former  Despatches  ;  ^d  that,  on  Friday,  the 
i4th  instant,  they  dropped  to  Berthanme,  and  on  Saturday,  at 
noon,  sailed;  and,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  16th,  had  disap- 
peared, and  not  since  heard  of.  I  thought  this  information  of 
sufficient  moment  to  direct  M.  de  la  Boissibre  to  proceed  to 
Mr.  Windham  with  it.  Not  to  delay  the  Express,  I  hope 
yuu  will  pardon  the  hm  ry  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

D'AuV£RGNE,  Prince  of  Bouillon. 
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Substance  of  the  fntelligmce  brought  Ity  Momimr  de  la  Boissiere 
Jram  France,  tc/iicA  Jw  left  m  Uw  20M  HepietthOer^  1798. 

TbeHodM,  with  aix  frigiAM,  sailed  from  Biwt  on  tiie  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  instant,  and  waa  ont  of  aij^i  at  night.  The 
nnmber  of  troopa  on  boaid  the  Hoehe  waa  1,500*  She  waa 

00  crowded,  that  her  lower  batteries  were  shut.   The  frigaten 

had  n.OOO  iiH'ii  diviJt'4.1  aniun^rst  them.  The  fleet  carried 
40,000  btaiid  of  :ii  nis^  and  was  Loiunianded  by  the  same  officer 
who  lauded  the  troops  in  Killala  iiay.  lie  camo  express  from 
Bochefort  (to  which  port  the  frigates  had  returned)  to  take 
the  command  of  this  expedition.  Veiy  &w  sailors  on  board  ; 
the  rest  of  the  crew  landsmen. 

The  French  had  had  aooonnts  of  Hnmberfs  first  snooesses, 
and  of  his  haTing  taken  six  pieoes  of  eaanon.  If  the  fleet 
succeeded  in  landing  tlie  troops,  they  were  to  return  to  Brest 
to  embark  otliers.  Two  74?>.  of  which  the  Montblauc  was  one, 
were  ready  to  sail,  but  had  no  troops  on  board. 

Arthor  O^Connor  was  at  Rochefort,  in  Lower  Biittany,  ia 
the  sommer  of  1797. 

Mr.  Wickham  to  Lord  Castlereayh, 

WhitduOl,  September  27,  1799. 
Mj  Lord*«I  hnve  the  Duke  of  Portland's  directions  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship,  for  the  information  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord-Lientenant,  the  enclosed  extinct  of  ft  letter  from 
Sir  Jame.s  Craiiturd  to  Lord  Gienvillc,  statini;  that  the  Dutch 
had  cuibaiked  some  troops  iu  the  Texel,  wiiicii  were  destined 
for  Ireland. 

1  iiavu  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WiLUAM  WlCKHAM. 

tfa  UHUrfivm  Sir  Jaim§9  Craufurd  to  Lord  OramUe. 

Hamburg,  SL'ptcinlirr  14,  1798. 
Intelligeuro  has  been  received  Irto  from  Hollanri,  that  tlio 
Dutch  had  embarked  about  five  thousand  troops  iu  the  Texel, 
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which  were  destined  for  Ireland ;  but  that,  on  the  news  of  the 
nS^ng  of  a  fleet  from  Englaiid  on  a  Beeret  expedition,  they 
had  disembarked  them  again,  afiprehendlng  an  attack  on  the 
Tezdi.  These  ttoopa  weie  pai  ilj  Dntcb,  partly  French.  I 
have  not  been  aUe  to  learn,  with  any  precision,  the  naval  fbree 
which  was  intended  for  thisj  expedition  j  nor  had  it  been  pos- 
sible to  procure  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  propos^ 
embarkation.  The  first  thing  that  was  known  to  any  one  here 
was  that  they  had  been  embarked  and  ahready  disembarked. 


Lord  Camdm  to  Lord  CatUerea^ 

[No  dste-Hodoiwd  1796.] 
Dear  Osstleres^h — I  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  yes- 
terday with  Mr.  Pitt  respecting  yourself.  He  has  every  kind 
wish  towards  you,  and  is  impressed,  as,  indeed,  are  all  the 
Miiiialers,  with  a  very  hif^h  opinion  of  your  capacity  and  con- 
duct. He  feels  the  delicacy  and  the  peculiarity  of  your  situa- 
tion $  at  the  same  time^  he  knows  not  how  to  remedy  it 
immediately. 

In  order  that  iho  appointment  of  Lord  Oomwallis  dionld 
have  as  little  as  possible  the  appeaianoe  of  a  change  of  system* 
Pelham  was  permitted  to  remain  in  olBce  in  the  same  manner 

he  did  with  nio  ;  and  your  continuing  to  do  the  duty  seemed 
quite  neceagary  to  that  arransrcraent.  Pitt  feels  that  it  would 
be  indelicate  to  urge  Peihaui  to  too  hasty  a  decision,  and  that, 
was  it  the  object  to  retain  your  services,  he  thought  some 
delay  in  Pelbam''s  taking  his  determination  would  be  desirable, 
as  Lord  ComwaUis  will,  by  that  means,  become  more  fiuniliar 
with  yon,  and  more  desixons  ^  jma  eontinning  to  exercise  the 
office  yon  hold.  It  4id  not  seem,  therefore,  expedient  to  Pitt 
that  any  step  should  be  taken  at  present.  There  appeared  to 
be  every  inclination  in  his  mind  to  overcome  the  prejudice 
which  is  telt  here  against  tlic  Secretary  heing  an  Iriishmau 
in  your  iavour,  and  he  Unit  all  the  delicacy  and  rcspoDsibility 
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of  your  mtoation  now  as  deflerving  every  alteatum  hian^ 
after. 

I  judge,  from  tlieee  eirenontanoee,  that  tlieve  will  be  tifmj 
disposition,  if  Lord  OomwaUis  does  not  mge  any  other  leooni- 
mendation,  that,  when  Pelham  nsigns,  yoQ  will  sneeeed.  hnn  ^ 

bnt,  as  I  did  Dot  feel  myself  ftothorised,  as  Pitt  could  not  give 
me  a  decisive  answer,  to  urge  upon  him  the  subject,  I  can  say 
nothing  more  decidetl  to  you  at  present. 

It  would  have  beeu  satis&otoiry  to  me,  as  well  as  to  you, 
that  you  ehould  have  reoeiyed  an  official  conmranieation  of  the 
wish  of  Ministers  here  to  remain  nnder  yonr  present  eir- 
comsUneea  ta  do  the  bnsinen  of  the  offiee.  The  omissioQ 
was  quite  aoddental,  and  I  san  assore  yon  of  their  peifbct 
approliation. 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  told  you  that  Pelham  felt 
exactly  as  he  ought  upon  this  subject :  he  is  as  much  aware 
as  wc  are  of  the  awkwaixlncss  and  of  the  ineonvenioiue,  both 
to  himself,  tu  you,  and  the  public,  of  the  present  arrangement ; 
bat  he  thought,  under  all  the  circumstances,  he  could  not  at 
the  moment  decline  to  remain  in  offiee ;  but  I  eoneeiTe  he  wiU 
take  his  detennination  in  a  month.  I  hope  this  letter  will 
pirove  satisfactory  to  yon  as  fiv  as  it  goes :  I  assure  you,  yonr 
eondnct  is  most  highly  approved. 

The  King  and  every  one  of  his  Ministers  are  inclined  to  a 
Uiiiuji,  uuii  it  will  certainly  be  taken  iuLo  consideration  here, 
and  you  will  prol)abiy  hear  from  the  D[uke]  of  P[ortlaud] 
upon  it. 

I  am  much  surprised  that  the  trials  are  brought  on,  for  the 
state  of  the  country  does  not  ssem  to  warrant  any  alteration 
in  that  determination,  whieh  appeared  to  me  to  be  wisely 
taken  to  postpone  them  till  quieter  times. 

Pitt  is  extremely  dearons  that  all  the  intelligence  of  tho 
plot  whieh  has  been  received  sliuuld  be  referred  to  a  Secret 
Committee,  who  should  produce  a  Report  to  coiitra<lict  and  to 
falsify  the  scandalous  stories,  which  are  propagated  here 
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respectino^  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Govemment,  and  that  this 
Beport  should  be  made  to  the  House,  and  circulated  bcforo 
the  opening  of  our  Session.  Lord  Connrallis  will  pxobablj 
bear  from  the  Doke  of  Portland  upon  this  sdbjeet  also. 

I  should  he  mnoh  oUijiKed  if  you  woold  mention  to  ihe 
Lord'Lieatenant,  that  the  Doke  of  York  had  yeiy  anxiously 
recommended  General  Bude  for  a  pension  upon  the  Irish 
establishment,  wliif  Ii  1  had  not  been  able  to  give  him,  and  that 
I  therefore  beg  to  mention  him  tor  liis  coiidideration. 

I  am  to  see  the  Duke  of  York  to-day,  and  I  should  wish  to 
be  able  to  tell  him  I  have  written  to  Ireland  on  the  snbjeot. 
The  amount  of  pension  was  to  have  bem  ^800  per  annum. 

There  are  hopes  entertained  of  reeeiviiig  good  newa  even 
from  the  Meditenranean« 

Most  stnoerdy  and  aflbetlonaitdiy'  yours, 

  Camden. 

Lard  Camdaa  to  Lord  Castlereagk. 

Walmer  Castle,  September  25, 1798. 
Dear  Gastlereagh^I  have  not  fiuled  to  oonTerse  with  Mr.  Pitt 
on  the  snbjeet  of  your  situation  in  Ireland  since  I  have  been  here^ 
and  I  have  found  him,  as  I  ever  have,  perfectly  open  and  libetal 
in  his  oonduet  upon  this  oooasion.  He  agrees  with  you  and 
with  me,  that  the  proposal  to  quit  the  situation,  whatevor  may 
be  the  ultimate  decision,  should  orio;inate  with  you,  and  that 
it  would  bu.  the  Hli  ortcst,  the  most  efficient,  and  the  modt 
creditable,  wereyoi^,  after  you  iiave  communicated  with  Pelham, 
which  I  rather  understand  you  already  to  have  done,  to  .speak 
to  Lord  Oomwallis  himself  upon  the  subjeet.  Mr.  Pitt  has 
heard  no  mm  about  Mr.  Granville  than  when  I  wrote  to  you, 
and  would  prefinr  your  remaining  in  the  situation  of  Seeretaiy. 
At  the  same  time^  he  does  not  feel  that  it  would  be  either 
respectful  to  Lord  Oomwallis  or  agi'eeable  to  you  were  this 
suggestion  to  come  from  him.  From  every  account  I  have 
heard,  there  is  but  one  opinion  of  your  conduct  iu  Ireland, 
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and,  if  you  rrtin  from  the  offieo^  yon  will  hsvo  ganod  veiy 
signal  endift. 

The  aooonnt  jon  givo  of  the  amy  Is  veiy  rimnwg,  and  I 
am  aony  Lord  Ooimndlis  is  dow  to  umjiuvb  into  tbe  eanao  of 
the  misbehanonr  of  the  Longfeid  and  Kilkenny  Tegimente :  I 

concluded,  vvlieu  I  heard  of  their  niiscouduct,  ihej  would  have 
broke. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  my  mind  is  much  better  satished 
with  the  step  1  have  taken^  and  that  Pitt  and  I  are  upon  the 
Teiy  best  terms.  I  am  aony  to  aay  I  do  not  think  him  by 
any  means  well. 

fiver  yoniSy 

Oamdsn. 


Jfr.  MardtaU  to  Lord  Caitimas^. 

rrivatc.  Reddiab's  Hotel,  St.  James's,  September  26,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord — I  returned  yesterday  anemoon  from  Stan- 
mer,  where  I  left  Mr.  Pclham  surprisingly  recovered.  He  is 
grown  yery  &ts  and,  for  the  last  three  weeks,  has  had  no  re* 
tnni  of  his  nerrons  hsadi^hM.  HowoTsr,  he  is  still  aftaid 
of  engaging  too  deeply  in  business,  and  proposes  to  remain 
for  some  time  longer  at  Stamner.  He  inquired  Tory  affeetion- 
atoly  about  yonr  Lord-^hip,  and  desired  me  to  assure  you  that 
he  approved  most  heartily  of  ever  y  part  of  your  conduct. 

Tlie  Union  is  to  be  brouj^lit  forward,  and  the  Icadinn^  points 
of  it  aru  now  under  consideratiou.  Mr.  Pelham  will  go  to 
Iroland  for  that  pnrpose,  if  his  health  will  permit*  If  he  should 
not  he  able  to  go,  he  wiU  nse  his  best  endeayonrs  with  the 
KingV  Ministers  fi>r  yonr  being  appointed  to  sneoeed  him.  If 
he  should  go,  he  will  press  for  your  bdng  made  Ghanoellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  which  oflSce  he  will  vacate  by  iiii^^  to  the 
present  possessor  the  office  ti  r  lite  wkich  you  now  luil  1  and  a 
Peerage.  I  mtnti  ni  this  to  yuu,  by  Mr.  Pclhanrs  desire,  in 
oonfidence.  With  regard  to  the  Union,  the  leading  articles 
may  possibly  be  settled  thus 
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The  Protestant  Establishment  to  be  seourcd  aa  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  Uniou  with  Scotland.  Catholics  to  be  elif^ible  to  all 
offices,  taking  tlic  oath  of  33  Geo.  3»  e.  21  j  but  quesre  as  to 
their  sittiiii!;  in  Parliament. 

The  150  plaoee  of  reprenDtation  in  Ireland  to  be  rednoed  to 
100,  Tu.,  60  from  the  32  GonntieB,  and  18  from  the  moat  eon- 
ridembie  dtiea  and  to wna,  one  from  eaek ;  and  the  lemauung  50 
from  the  other  100  plaoea,  two  plaeea  ehooeing  members  either 
jointly  or  alternately.    Quaere,  as  to  compensation,  and  how  t 

Thirty-two  Peers,  six  of  them  Bishops. 

Each  country  to  remain  separately  ohai  i^f  tl  for  its  own  debt ; 
and  the  present  taxes  of  Ireland  to  remain  apphcable  to  her 
own  internal  civil  and  militaiy  eatablishments.  The  surplus 
woa^  go  to  loeal  improyementa  in  agrieultnie^  poUoe^  eeeleei- 
aatical  inatitntiona,  Aw. 

If  a  plan  of  general  eontribntion  on  all  leading  deaeriptiona 
of  income  can  be  settled  here,  it  mnst  be  extended  to  Ireland. 
Future  expenses  will  be  provided  for,  as  far  as  the  contribution 
goes,  in  a  just  proportion,  varying  always  with  the  incrais  of 
each;  and  the  interest  of  any  part  of  the  exiciises  suppHed  by 
loans,  or  any  soma  to  be  raised  by  other  taxes,  might  be  de- 
frayed in  the  aame  proportion  as  that  in  whieh  the  eontrlbn- 
tion  frlla  on  each  eomitiy.  Thia,  it  ia  sappoaed,  would  be 
more  jnat  than  impoaing  the  aame  new  or  additional  tax  cm 
identical  artielea,  which,  though  nominally  equal,  might  apply 
very  differently  in  the  two  countries.  The  land-tax  would,  of 
course,  make  a  |):ii  t  ot  u  general  tax  on  income. 

Intercoui  sc  btjtweeu  the  two  countries  to  bo  duty-free,  ex- 
cept as  iiur  as  to  coantervail  a  diilerenoe  in  internal  or  import 
duties. 

Tithea  need  not  be  settled  by  the  Union,  bat  it  ia  thought 
to  be  eaaential,  for  the  peace  ef  Ireland  and  the  improvement 
of  both  eomitriea,  that  aomediing  shonld  be  done  respecting 
them ;  and  it  ia  anggested  that  the  principle  of  the  redemptieo 

of  the  land-tax  should  be  extended,  under  proper  regulations, 
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to  tithes.  Tliis  should  be  accompanied  by  a  competeut  provi- 
sioTi  for  a  reasonable  number  of  Gatholic  clergy. 

Pariiamentuy  OommiMMmeBi.  ita>Bro»  if  anj  to  be  ap» 
pointed  eaeh,  and  who  f 

Sneh,  I  eaa  lasure  your  Lofdahip,  are  the  leading  aitielee, 
as  propoeed  for  the  Union ;  hvt  I  oipd  that  it  is  yet  poesiUe 
that  they  may  be  altered  in  part  or  in  toto.  I  meau  them 
oidtj  for  your  L(/rdsAij>\'<  cue,  in  tlic  i  i<.'te.^t  confulence  ;  and,  in 
any  letter  which  you  may  write  to  this  country,  X  am  suie  you 
will  never  make  «ny  aUaakni  to  them. 

Believe  me^  my  dear  I^oid,  yems,  k/t^ 

BOBHBT  MaBSBALL. 

Pelluun  hae  given  me  a  print  of  himself  for  your  Lordship. 
Ireland  is  a  caricature  which  eame  out  to-day.  It  is  a  shocking 
subject.  ^^^^^^^^ 

Mr,  Nepean  to  Lord  CastUreagh, 

Adminlty  OIBee»  SeptenlMr  S7, 1790. 
My  Lord — am  commanded  by  my  Lords  GommiaBionefa 

of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  yonr  Lordship,  fbr  the  inferma* 
tion  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  that  despatches 
have  this  moment  been  received  from  Captain  Countess,  of  the 
Ethalion,  dated  the  22nd  instant,  in  the  latitude  15"^  4i\\  and 
longitude  6"*  SS',  giving  an  account  of  his  having  followed  the 
enemy^e  aqnadron,  in  oonaeqaence  of  orders  he  had  received 
from  Captam  Keat8»  of  the  Boadieea^  from  the  time  of  ite  leaving 
the  Passage  dn  Bas,  and  thai  the  squadron  wae  ihen  in  eight, 
steering  W.  by  N.,  with  a  fresh  breese  Southerly. 

The  squadron  consisted  of  one  ship  ut  tho  Imc,  eight  frigates, 
and  an  armed  sc  Ik  toner,  and  appeared  to  be  full  of  troops. 
Captain  Countess  transmitted  this  information  by  Captain 
White,  in  the  Sylph  sloop,  which  he  had  ordered  to  proceed 
off  Cape  dear  and  the  Miien  Head.  Two  days  after  Gaptain 
White  separated,  he  fortonately  fell  in  with  the  Kangaroo,  by 
which  sloop  the  deepaAchee  above-mentioned  were  landed  at 
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Plymouth,  while  Captem  White  prooeeded  on  in  ezoeniion  of 

his  orders,  and  has  probably  before  this  apprized  the  com- 
mander of  his  Majesty's  ships  off  Cap©  Clear  of  the  exact  force 
and  situation  of  the  cnemv. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Countess,  previously  to  his  despatch- 
ing the  Sylph,  had  been  joined  by  the  Anson  and  Amelia,  and 
meant  to  follow  the  enemy,  whieh  he  hoped  to  be  enabled  to 
do,  fiom  ihe  fryoniable  weather  and  the  adTantage  which  the 
ships  with  him  had  of  those  of  the  enemy  in  point  of  sailmg. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c. 

Evan  Nepean. 


Mr,  Wickham  to  Lord  Oaitiereajik, 

Seeiet  Dahe  Street,  September  1798. 

My  Lord — I  havo  tho  honour  to  send  your  Lordship  on- 
closed,  by  directiou  of  tho  Duke  of  Portland,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  tho  Lord-Lieutenant,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Prince 
of  Bouillon  to  Mr«  HuakiBson,  containing  some  information 
fdating  to  the  preparations  that  ^pear  to  be  making  on  the 
Freneh  eoast,  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland  or  England.  I  believe 
that  these  measures  were  adopted  m  eonseqnenoe  of  General 
HnmbOTt^e  first  siieecss,  bnt  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
tlio  orders  for  making  their  new  levies  of  tiuamen  ha?e  been 
countermanded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WiLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

JecMj,  September  25,  1798. 
Sir — T  have  the  honour  to  aoqnnint  you,  for  the  information 
of  his  Excelleney  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  information  has 
reached  me  that  forced  levies  of  seamen  are  everywhere  in 
activity  in  Brittany  and  Normandy,  and  marehed  by  forced 
marches  to  Brest,  to  complete  a  fresh  division  of  the  fleet, 
ordered  to  be  got  ready  to  support  that  destined  to  Ireland. 
I  hkewifle  have  received  mfonnation  from  Paris  that  the  most 
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MtiTe  levy  of  Bmnm  m  ofderad  in  the  Flemish  departmenta 
to  eompkU  »  ieel  of  fmaU  Teewls  intended  from  the  Texel 
aad  Doddik  to  the  lame  deetination. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he, 

D'AuvERONE,  Prince  of  Bouiiion. 
To  W.  Uuskisaon,  £s(|.,  ko. 


Mr.  Wiciham  to  Lord  Cmtlereagh. 
Private.  Duke  Street,  September  29,  1798. 

My  Lord — Your  Lordship  will  receive,  as  ooon  as  possible* 
(prohably  by  the  middle  of  next  week),  the  vfieial  letter  eon* 
ytipBg  hifl  Majeflty'*B  pleasnre  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  that  the 
name  of  Mr.  Giattan  may  be  airock  out  of  the  liat  of  hia 
Majesty's  Privy-OoimeillorB  in  Ireland.  I  send  yonr  Lord- 
ship, in  the  mean  time,  all  that  appears  in  the  council-books 
here  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Fox's  name  was  erased  by 
his  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

Struck  out  by  his  Majesty  in  Council  with  his  own  hand, 

on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1 798. 

**  W.  Fawxbnbr.^ 

The  abore  memorandum  is  inserted  in  the  nuu^  of  the 
list  of  Priry-XkimieiUora  opposite  Mr.  Fox's  name^  which  is 
stroek  through  with  a  pen.' 


Mr.  Wickkam  to  Lord  Castlereaah . 
Private.  Duke  Stxeet,  September  29,  1798. 

My  Lord^I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reewpt  of 
yonr  Lordship'^s  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  marked  secret,  en- 
dodng  some  of  General  Humbert's  papers,  which,  acoording  to 

*  The  offienoe  by  which  Fox  drew  upon  himself  this  mark  of  royal 
di^easare  was  his  having  given  as  a  toast,  at  a  dinner  of  the  Whig 
anb,  **  The  Sovereign  Mi^esty  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain.** 
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the  Lord- Lieutenant's  directions,  I  liave  transmitted  to  tli© 
Duke  of  Portland.  X  will  take  care  that  the  pages  11,  12,  13, 
and  14,  shall  be  copied,  and  the  copy  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship,  as  soon  as  the  despatches  shall  haye  been  returned 
from  WeymonfthA  I  am  sotry  that  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  comply  with  your  Lordship^s  request  in  time  far  the 
poet  to-day. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  have  failed  to  remark  that  the  four 
first  pages  of  the  Instruction,  marked  No.  1,  though  written  in 
the  same  handwriting,  have  no  connection  whatever  with  what 
foUowa.  Thsy  lelate  to  the  projected  descent  in  GoniwaO,  and 
are,  word  Ibr  word,  the  same  as  the  paper  timmitted  to  me 
by  Captun  Taylor,  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  mailked, 
**  ItuinicHont  pcur  U  O^ifirtU  th  Brigade  Bumberi,  Cmk' 
mandant  VExpidition  secrHe  cmMe  d,  l-a  Legion  des  Francft!^ 
The  rest,  relatinn;  to  Ireland,  tb^In^^  a  part  only  of  tlio  General's 
lustructions  for  his  conduct  in  that  country.  The  beginning 
of  them  is  evidently  wanting;  it  seems,  therefore,  particularly 
desiiable,  before  any  notice  eao  be  taken  of  Goieral  Uombert'a 
having  acted  under  inatmetiona  which  ihe  Uw  of  nations  will 
not  wanaol^  thai  the  remainder  of  ihis  piece  ahonld  be  found ; 
as,  without  it,  it  will  not  appear  to  whom  the  Instructions 
were  addressed,  and  ^Ir.  lluiiilu  rt  will  undoubtedly  say  that 
they  did  uot  regard  his  expedition,  and,  as  a  proof  that  this 
was  really  the  caie,  he  will  cite  his  own  conduct  in  Ireland, 
which  was,  in  many  respects,  different  from  what  the  peraon 
to  whom  the  inatmetiona  relate  was  enjoined  to  do. 

The  Paper  marked  No.  8  ia,  word  for  word,  the  aaroe  with 
ihat  transmitted  by  Mr.  Taylor  nuuked  "  InttrwHom  asor^toi 
confiees  a  u.r  offimer*  mp^rieurs,''  in  liis  letter  above-mentioned 
of  the  IStli  instant.  Could  it  be  made  out  that  General  Hum- 
bert had  accopted  a  oouimand  under  these  Instructions,  I  am 
confident  that  there  would  be  but  one  opmion  in  this  country 
aa  to  the  manner  in  which  he  ongfat  to  be  treated.  It  becomea, 
1  Hblf^ierty,  with  his  &iDay,wai  then  at  Wcjnioiith. 
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on  that  account,  extremely  important  that  no  doaht  whatever 
Bhould  eziii  as  to  tho  fiMt  of  his  haTing  roally  received  them. 
I  beg  leftTe,  at  the  nine  time^  to  obaem  to  your  Lordship^  that 
the  above  snggeBtioiui  an  merely  from  myae]^  the  Duke  cf 
PertUuid  not  hvnng  jet  aeen  the  deapatebes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  Wv.  WiCKHAM. 

Pa^  11,  12,  13,  &  14. 

A  VArmie  Fran^am  d^studs  d  op^rer  la  Jl^tolmium  d'Irlands* 

B^obUcame— Fier  de  voui  avoir  &it  Yaineie  en  plnsieiirB 
oeeanoDfl,  j^Ai  obtenn  do  GeaTOinement  la  penniBaion  de  yona 
eondnire  It  de  nonTeanx  aoeote :  vona  eommander  e^est  Mre 
aseiir^  de  triompher. 

Jaloux  de  itjiiJre  a  lu  libcrte  un  pcuple  digne  d"'elle,  et  mure 
pour  lino  Kt'volution,  le  Direct^ire  nous  envoyc  en  Irlande  h. 
r  efiet  d'y  laciliter  h^  revolution,  que  d'exoellents  E^pnblicaina 
viennent  d^y  entreprendze.  H  sera  bean  poor  none  qni  avona 
Tainea  lea  aateUites  dee  Beia  ann^  eontre  la  B^pnbliijue,  de 
briaer  lea  fera  d'^nne  Nation  amie^  deliii  aider  It  reconqudrir  aea 
dieite  naurp^  par  Todiem  GonTeraement  AngUda. 

Voiis  n^oubliereE  jamais,  brayes  et  fiddles  compas^ons,  que  le 
peuple  chez  lequel  nons  allons  est  Tami  de  notro  patrie ;  que  nous 
(levone  lo  traitor  coniiue  tel,  et  iiori  romriu;  un  peuplo  oonquis. 
£n  arrivantcn  Irlande,  vous  trouvcrez  Fhospitalitd,  lafiratemit^. 
Bientdt  des  milliera  de  see  habitants  viendront  groaBur  noa  ph»- 
laqgea.  Gaidona  none  done  bien  de  traiter  aneona  d^enx  en  enne- 
mis.  Amai  que  nonsy  ila  ont  2k  ee  venger  dea  perfidea  Anglaia :  eea 
derniera  aont  lea  eenla  dent  nona  ayona  It  tirer  nne  yengeanee 
^clatante.  Groyez  que  les  Irlandais  ne  soupirent  pas  moins  <|uo 
nous  aprbs  le  moment  oil,  de  concert  avec  nous,  ils  irontk  Londres 
rappeller   Pitt  et  it  scs  amis  qu'^ils  ont  fait  centre  notre  liberty. 

Par  amitie,  par  devoir,  pour  rhounenr  du  nom  Franfaia, 
yooB  respeeterea  lea  penwnnea  et  lea  propri^tds  dn  paya  oil 
nona  allons.  Si,  par  dee  efforts  eonatane,  je  pouryoia  ik  yea 
beaoma,  eroyec  qne,  jalooz  de  censeryer  la  r^utation  de 
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rarm^  que  j^ai  llioiiBenT  da  oommandtifr,  je  punini  s^v^iemeiit 
qmoonqne  flT^cartera  de  ce  qn^U  doit  ^  oon  pays*   Les  laorieis 

et  la  gloire  seront  le  partage  dn  soldat  rfipubUcain— la  mort 

sera  le  prix  du  viol  et  du  pillairo.  Vous  me  connoissez  assez 
pour  croire  que  pour  la  premie  re  fois  je  ne  manquemi  pas  a  ma 
parole.   J'ai  dii  vous  pr^v^nir — sachez  voos  en  rapeller. 

Proclamition  d  la  NaHon  Irlandaim. 

Peuple  d^Irlande— >A  diTentas  ^poques,  toiib  avos  manlftst^ 
Totre  horrenr  pour  resclavage*  auqiiel  rambltieiue  Angleterre 
vous  a  T^ait ;  et,  malgr^  votre  bravoure  nattirelle,  yos  effi>rt8 

pour  aecoucr  le  joug  odieux  furent  sans  succ^s,  ddjou^  par 
Tadrosso  et  la  perfidio  du  ministferc  Anglais,  qui,  employant  toua 
les  moyens  de  corruption,  op^ra  cluujuo  t'ois  la  division  parmi 
Tos  chefs,  et  panrint  par  leur  tiahiaon  et  leur  d^suniou  Ik  vous 
retenir  dans  les  fers. 

Mamtenant  que  la  glorieuse  et  \  jaroats  memorable  r^vola- 
tion  Fnm^aise  a  rallam^  le  fea  sact^  de  ramonr  de  la  liberty 
qne  la  tyrannie  ayoft  en  vain  tache  d''ctciiidre  dans  vos  coeurs, 
votre  coniit6  secret  central  et  r^volutiunairo  a  cru  avec  raison 
devoir  profiler  de  Tinstant  o\x  les  armcs  de  la  France,  partout 
triomphante,  pennettoient  de  prater  dee  secours  it  Tlrlaade^ 
pour  reconvrar  son  ancienne  inddpendance. 

Dans  Teapotr  de  lea  obtenir,  U  a^eat  adreas^  an  ponvoir 
ez^tif  de  la  B^pnblique  Fran^aiae,  Ini  a  doim^  lea  aaaaraneea 
lea  ploa  poaitiyea  dea  diapoaitiona  oik  ae  tronye  la  tr^s  grande 
majority  des  Irlandais  de  redevenir  un  peuple  libre,  lui  a,  en 
mdmo  toms,  fait  part  dos  nu^surcs  dcja  prises  de  longue  nuiiu 
dans  Ic  silence,  et  pour  la  rcussite  desquelles  il  ne  manquoit 
ploa  que  Farriy^e  d''ane  arm^e  Frantj-ai^^e,  avec  dea  armea  et 
dea  miinitiona  de  goerre;  qa**  anaaitdt  toua  lea  patriotea  en 
^tat  de  aemr  aocoorraient  aoua  lea  drapeauz  Fian^aia,  et  par- 
yiendroient  en  pen  de  tema  ezpnlaer  lea  Anglaia  ayee  lew 
partisana  du  territoire  Irlandoia. 

L''expose  toucliant  fait  par  votre  comite  secret  de  votre  situ- 

VOL.  I.  C  C 
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tttton,  do  TOS  TOMIX,  la  petition  de  oecotirs,  faite  au  nom  de  yotre 
iiati<m  «nti%re^  ayant  excite  ohes  toui  les  B^pabUeaiiiB  Francois 
CM  eenttmens  de  g^^rosit^  et  de  bienTeiUaDoe  qu^ik  se  pbuaeni 
it  aeoorder  am  peuples  opprim^,  le  pouvoir  ex^tif  e^est  deter- 
mine venir  h.  voire  aide  d'une  mani^re  qui  doit  remplir  to8 
plus  hautes  esp^rances. 

Je  vien8  pour  cet  effet  de  d^arquer  chez  vous  a  la  tete  d''une 
arm^  de  Bt^publicains  accoatmn^  &  vaincre  sous  leur  ebef. 
None  11008  pr^sentona  eomme  amu  oino^fee  et  de  tons 
ceoz  qui  ^poaaeroni  la  cause  de  la  liberty  |  et  none  n''ainbition- 
none  que  la  eeule  gloire  de  briser  roe  fen  et  pnnir  yob  tjnme. 

Ce  n*«Bt  plus  iei  la  Intte  dee  tnaisoiu  tTHanovre  €t  Stuart^ 
ruuo  pour  devenir  et  Tautre  pour  redeveuir  Jespote.  Los 
hommos  libres  ne  coDibatteut  que  pour  le  mninticu  de  T^jalite 
des  droits :  ib  d^teatent  juequ'au  nom  d''aa  nuutre. 

Persuade  que  vous  partag^res  avec  none  ees  noUee  sen- 
timens,  nous  toos  offrons  noe  c€buts  et  nos  brae,  pour  le  i^ta- 
bliBsement  de  rotre  dignity  nationale,  par  le  cboiz  libra  qne 
▼oufl  feres  dNine  ferine  de  QouTemement  qui  aasnie  la  durte 
de  votre  inJ^pendance. 

La  liberty?  illimit^^e  de  prononcor  son  opiiiiun  siir  Ips  personnes 
et  sur  les  choses  Rehire  ra  vos  Keprcsontans  daus  la  coufection 
de  vos  loix  ;  la  publicity  que  vous  donnores  aux  d^lib^iations 
previendra  lee  erreurs ;  Tordre  et  le  calme,  que  je  tous  aidevai 
Ik  y  maintentr,  youb  garantiront  des  exo^  de  renthouaiaame, 
quelquefois  plus  dangereux  que  lea  entrepriaee  de  la  malveillanoe. 

L''exemple  dea  antrea  nationa,  Texp^rience  acquise  par  leurs 
divers  cfsais,  tout  vous  promet  un  bonheur  qui  a  cout^  clier  k 
vos  amis,  ct  qu''ils  ont  la  c:en(5rosite  de  vous  ofFrir  pour  la  seule 
demarche  de  vous  prononeer  avec  la  ferm^t^  conyenable  et  digne 
d'^un  people  de  qoatre  millions  d'iudividoa. 

U  n''eat  aaoa  doote  paa  on  Irlandoia  inatroit  qui  ne  aente 
lea  avantagea  de  la  position  gcographique  de  la  population  de 
aon  pays,  de  la  richeaae  de  son  aol,  de  TaetiTit^,  ferce,  et  courage 
do  ses  habitans,  du  nombre,  de  la  bout^,  et  de  Plieureuse  situ- 
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ation  de  ses  ports.  Son  indication  doit  done  etre  au  conible 
lorsqifil  envisage  Taffi-euse  m^s^^e  de  la  trbs  grande  majorite 
de  8CS  oonipatriotes,  ct  rcflechit  qu'en  vain  la  Nature  lui  a 
prodigue  scs  bien&its,  8i  i'on  ne  parvient  k  cireonserin  les 
effets  de  la  tyrannie  syst^matique  da  OoliTeniemeiit  AngUufl 
dans  reooeinte  de  la  oruelle  Albion. 

En  eflfot,  cW  par  saite  de  cet  esprit  enTahissant  que  TAngle- 
terre  est  ponrenne  BuoeeestTement  2k  paralyser  tontes  les  res- 
sources  physiques  et  morales  de  Tlrlande. 

La  politique  Anglaise  y  a  eoiistaminent  entrotciiu  uu  Icvaiu 
d  aitii!iositd  et  de  m^Bauce  entre  les  diiferentes  seotes  rcligieuses, 
dout  le  fanatisme,  excite  et  dirigc^  par  la  oonr  de  Londies, 
empdchoit  le  ralliement  de  forc^  Irlandoises  eontre  Tennemi 
common.  De  oette  d&union  naqnit  la  fiieilit^  de  traiter  les 
Irlandois  en  eeelaTos,  en  les  ezclnant  de  tontes  les  places  civiles 
et  miHtitos,  on  eodesiastiques,  pour  raison  du  culte  Remain 
quo  professent  les  trois  quarts.  Qui  est  presbyt^rieu  a  la  quality 
qu"'il  a  plu  aux  Anglai.s  do  lui  doniior  du  dissidettt:  par  cette 
seule  distinction  tout  devieut  bient^t  la  prole  d'une  poigu^  de 
Grangers  protestantt^  cr^tures  devours  an  machiaTelisme  et 
anz  rapines  da  Gonyemement  Anglais. 

Oes  satellites  dn  despotisme,  2k  force  de  spoliations  ei  d^in- 
justioes  enyers  tos  anc^tres  et  vons,  sent  devenns  presqne  les 
seuls  possesscurs  des  biens  fonds  devotre  pays,  dont  le  revenu, 
passant  en  Angleterre,  vous  livroit  la  plus  poiiiblc  indigence, 
et,  de  crainto  que  votre  activitc  industrieuse  ne  vous  relevat  do 
cet  accablement,  Tacte  de  navigation  fOit  dirig^  aux  fins  de  la 
preasnrerf  et  de  Tons  priY^r  de  tons  moyens  de  former  one 
marine.  L^absolne  noUitd  de  la  teprtentation  nationale  dans 
▼otre  pari^ment  oe  tous  permet  pas  mdme  Tespoir  des  redresse- 
mens  de  vos  gii^fe.  La  defense  d^'acqu^rir  des  propri^tds  fon- 
ci^res,  nienie  dVn  exploiter  h  long^  baux,  et  qui  n'a  que  tout 
n^emnieut  re<;u  quelques  leg^res  modifications,  a  force  la  plu- 
part  des  cultivateurs  ^  devenir  les  jonmaliers  et  valets  des 
asnrpateurs  des  biens  de  lenrs  ayenz. 
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On  V0U8  a  et  p«r  la  a^r^rit^  dea  loix  ct  par  la  privation 
des  fiteult^s,  la  poflubilite  de  dooner  qiu>]>|ue  ^ncation  k  tob 
enhm :  enfin,  on  a  ponsB^  la  bsrbarie  jusqu  a  tous  iuterdire  la 
laiiguc  de  tos  pi^res. 

TBAHBLATIOM. 

Tb  tke  Frmch  Army  destined     ijhct  the  Revohniou  of  ireiand. 

KepuMicaiis — rroud  of  having  rendered  you  victorious  on  several  oc- 
cafdons,  I  have  ohtainctl  pcrniH«ioii  from  the  (iovcrnmcnt  U>  lead  ^ou  to 
ntw  successes;  to  command  you  is  to  make  sure  of  triuniphin-j. 

Jealous  ot  restoring  to  liberty  a  ]«?ople  \\urtiiy  of  it,  ami  y\\k  tor  a 
Revolution,  tile  Directory  sends  us  to  Ireland,  for  the  j  ii  ii  i-t  (  f  facili- 
tating the  revolution  whicii  excellent  Keput)licans  havejusi  undertaken 
there.  It  will  be  gratifying  for  us,  >vho  hare  ctuiqueral  tlie  satellites  of 
kings  armed  against  the  Kepuhlic,  to  break  the  letters  of  a  friendly 
nation,  to  assist  it  to  recover  its  rights  usurped  hy  the  odious  Engiish 
Goveruiiient. 

Never  will  you  forget,  brave  and  faithful  companions,  that  the  iKtipIe 
to  wiiom  we  are  going  aretlie  friends  of  our  country  ;  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  treat  them  as  such,  and  not  as  a  conqutrni  tiation.  On  your  arri\  al 
in  Ireland,  you  will  meet  with  hospitality,  frater uity.  Tliuusands  of  it.^ 
inhabitants  wdl  soon  swell  our  phalanxes.  Let  us  then  take  guoJ  rai  o 
not  to  tieat  aa^  of  them  as  cucuiies.  Like  us,  they  have  to  revenue 
themselves  on  the  perfidious  English.  It  is  on  these  latter  alone  that  we 
have  to  wreak  a  signal  vengeance.  Believe  that  the  Irish  sigh  not  less 
for  us  than  we  do  for  the  moment  when,  in  oonoert  with  us,  they  will  go 
to  London,  to  remind  Pitt  and  liit  friends  of  what  they  have  done  against 
our  liberty. 

F^om  firiendship,  finmi  dnty,  lUr  the  bdaour  of  the  French  name,  you 
will  respect  persons  sad  property  in  the  eonntiy  to  which  we  are  going. 
If,  by  constant  efforts,  I  provide  for  your  wants,  hcHeve  that,  jealous  of 
the  reputation  of  the  anny  whidi  I  have  the  honour  to  **iniwiniij  t  shaU 
severely  punish  any  one  who  swerves  from  what  he  owes  to  Us  eoontiy. 
Lanrels  and  glory  shall  be  the  lot  of  the  French  rq^nUieBn  soldiep— death 
ahall  be  the  xewaid  of  rape  and  pillage.  Ton  know  me  well  enough  to 
believe  that  I  shall  not  break  my  word  for  the  flnt  time.  It  was  my 
duty  to  fotewazn  yon.   Be  sore  to  bear  it  in  nund. 

ProcUimatioH  to  the  Irish  Nation. 
People  of  Ireland — At  various  periods,  you  have  manifested  your  horror 
of  the  slavexy  to  wliich  ambitions  Kngland  has  reduced  you;  and,  not* 
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withiitMiding  yoar  DStiiral  bravery,  your  efforts  for  shaking  off  the  odi- 
oiu  yoke  were  unsuccessful,  thwarted  by  the  addrcM  and  the  perfidy  of 
the  English  administration,  whieh,  employing  all  the  means  of  corruption, 
pradueed  every  time  division  among  yonr  leaders,  and  eootiived,  through 
their  treachery  and  disunion,  to  keep  you  in  their  fetters. 

Now  that  the  glorions  and  ever>memorable  French  revelation  has  re- 
khidled  the  sacred  flame  of  the  love  of  liberty,  which  tyranny  had  in  vain 
atrivoi  to  extinguish  in  your  hearta,  your  secret,  central,  and  revoln- 
tionary  committee  has  with  reason  deemed  it  to  be  its  duty  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  moment  when  the  arms  of  France,  everywhere  triumphant, 
permit  her  to  lend  fnoootm  to  Irehud,  in  order  to  ceoover  her  aneieiit 
independence. 

In  the  hope  of  obtaining  them,  it  has  addressed  itself  to  the  eneative 
power  of  the  French  Bepublic;  given  it  the  most  positive  assurances  of 
the  dispositions  prevailing  nmong  the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  to  become 
agaiu  a  free  people,  and  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  it  the  measures 

lon^:  since  taken  in  silence,  [and  for  the  success  of  which  nothing  was 
wantiii;:^  ^^"^  the  arrival  of  a  French  nrmy  with  arms  and  nnniitions  of 
war;  that  in-tantlyall  the  pntriot:^  cai>able  of  serving  would  hasten  to  tlie 
French  colours,  aiul  in  a  short  tmie  effect  the  emulsion  of  the  Kpglish 
and  their  partisans  t'rom  the  Irish  territory. 

The  t<  Michin<2  exposition  given  by  your  secret  committee  of  your  situ- 
ation, of  ytnir  wishes,  its  petition  for  succour"  preferred  in  the  name  of 
your  whole  n  ition,  havintr  excited  aTMiniLC  [ill  the  I'rench  Republicans 
thoj-L'  V. iitinicnt-  of  gi'iuTostity  ami  l>oiic\'Ltlence  which  they  take  delight 
to  manifest  towards  oppressed  j>eoplc,  the  executive  power  haa  determinetl 
to  come  to  your  assistance  in  a  manner  that  must  fulfil  your  highest  lio|H.*s. 

For  this  purpose  i  have  just  land  ctl  lunong  you,  at  the  head  of  au  army 
of  Republicans  accustomed  to  concpi  r  itiuler  their  commander.  We  pre- 
sent ourselves  as  sincere  and  zealous  friends  of  aii  those  who  shrill  espouse 
the  cause  of  liberty,  and  we  aspire  to  the  sole  glory  of  breaking  your 
fetters  and  punishing  your  tyrants. 

This  is  no  longer  the  contest  between  the  houses  of  Hanos  and  Stuart, 
the  one  to  become,  the  other  to  make  itself  again  despotic.  Free  men 
fight  only  for  the  nmmtcuauce  of  equality  of  rights;  they  detest  the  very 
name  of  a  m  \ster. 

Persuatlcd  that  you  will  share  with  us  tliese  noble  sentiments,  we  oflbr 
you  our  hearts  and  our  arms  for  the  re-establishnicut  of  your  rmtional 
dignity,  by  the  free  choice  which  you  will  make  of  a  form  of  goveromeikt 
which  cubures  the  duration  of  ^uni  iiidLpcadeuce. 
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The  unbounded  liberty  of  exprcswing  an  opinion  iiijon  persons  and 
iijwn  things  will  enlighten  your  reprcacutativcs  in  the  fraraiuGr  of  your 
iaws;  t!K'  puMicity  which  you  will  give  to  the  deliberations  will  jtriM.  iit 
crroi  <;  tlu  iirdi  r  and  the  tranquillity  which  T  assist  you  to  ni  iintain 
in  thorn  will  prc-crve  voti  from  the  excesses  ol  cnthu«Min|  Bom^imes 
more  daugcrou^  than  the  ^.■ntl.■rpl■i^e^•  of  malevolence. 

The  example  of  other  naiious,  the  exix;rience  gained  h)  their  dittereut 
essays,  all  promise  yon  fi  liappincss  which  has  cost  your  friends  dear,  and 
which  they  have  the  ireiici  <j«ity  to  offer  you  for  the  mere  effort  of  s]x»ak- 
ing  out  with  the  firmuees  befitting  and  worthy  of  a  people  oi  lour  mUlioa 
individuals. 

There  is,  without  doubt,  not  one  wi  11  intorraed  Irishman  but  i>>  sen- 
sible of  the  advantages  of  the  geographical  ^w&ition  of  the  population  of 
hisi  country,  ol  tlie  ricliaess  of  its  soil,  of  the  activity,  strength,  and  cou- 
nigc  of  its  inhabitants;  of  the  nun)l)<?r,  the  excellence,  and  the  happy 
situation  of  its  ports.  His  indigii  itinn  must  therefore  lie  unbounded 
when  he  surveys  the  frightful  \\ TLtehedness  of  the  great  majority  of  his 
ooantrym^  and  reflects  that  in  vain  Nature  has  lavished  her  iMumty,  if 
they  cannot  find  means  to  drcumscribe  the  systematic  tyranny  of  the 
English  Government  within  the  compass  of  cruel  All  inn. 

It  is,  in  fact,  by  this  usurping  spirit  that  Englnud  ha.^  contrived  to 
paralyze  successively  all  the  physical  iUid  luoial  reAuurc».»  ut  Ireland. 

The  English  policy  has  constantly  kept  up  there  a  leaven  ul'  atuuioeity 
and  jealousy  between  the  different  religious  sects,  wliOi<  taaaticisnj, 
excited  aiul  directed  by  the  court  ol  J^ondon.  prevented  the  rallying  of 
the  strength  of  Ireland  against  the  common  enemy. 

From  this  disunion  arises  the  facility  of  treating  the  Irish  a-  slaves, 
by  excluding  them  from  all  places,  civil,  military,  or  ccclesiuitical,  lui 
account  of  the  KomLsh  religion  which  thr^-fourths  of  them  profess. 
\\'hoe\  ei  Ls  rrcsbyterian,  has  the  quality  which  the  English  ha\  e  been 
pleased  to  give  him  of  Dissident :  on  account  of  this  single  distinction, 
every  thing  soon  becomes  the  prey  of  a  handful  of  Protestant  foreigners, 
creatures  devoted  to  the  Machiavelism  and  to  the  rapine  of  the  English 
Government. 

These  nteUites  of  despotism,  by  dint  of  spoIiatioUi  and  injustice  per- 
petrated upon  your  ancestors,  have  hecome  almost  the  only  possesion  of 
landed  property  in  your  coimtiy,  the  nrcniie  of  wliieli,  trtniidtted  to 
England,  consigned  yoa  to  the  moet  abject  indigence;  udf  for  ftar  thit 
yoor  industrious  activity  should  raise  you  again  fixnn  this  afaaseraait,  the 
Navigation       was  applied  to  the  [mr|)oae  of  keeping  it  down,  and  to 
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deprive  you  of  ill  meiiis  of  fbrniqg  a  wry.  The  alMolBte  nullity  of 
lepresentation  in  your  pMrlinnent  does  not  allow  yon  eren  the  hope  di 
icdNiB  of  your  grievances.  The  prohibition  to  acquire  landed  property, 
or  even  to  hold  it  on  long  leases,  and  which  has  but  veiy  lately  xeoeived 
wme  il^ht  modifications,  has  forced  most  of  the  fiumcrs  to  beoome  day- 
labourers  and  servants  to  the  usurpers  of  the  estates  of  your  ancestors. 

You  have  been  precluded,  as  well  by  the  severity  of  the  laws  as  by  the 
privation  of  means,  from  the  possibility  of  giving  any  education  to  your 
children ;  and,  to  conclude,  barbarity  has  been  carried  to  soch  a  pitch,  as 
to  forbid  the  me  of  the  laiigiuige  of  your  fore&thera. 


Zord  Camdm  io  Lord  CatUermffh, 

[No  date — indorsed  October  11,  1798.] 

Dear  Castlercagh — I  cannot  ^Wo  you  any  decisive  informa- 
tion about  Ptlham.  I  cauiiot  conceive  his  health  is  surticientljr 
re-eatablitibed,  but  yet  he  haa  not  given  up  all  thoti  J^  ta  of  re- 
iunung,  and  I  ahould  do  him  great  injastico,  if  I  did  not  Bay 
that  he  appears  deairone  of  doing  that  which  would  be  most 
advantageous  to  yoa. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  eajs^er  and  anxions  to  the  greatest  degree  with 
respect  to  Ircluiid,  and  it  i:d  tho  subject  on  wliicli  he  contem- 
plates most  and  is  the  most  uneasy.  Pray  let  nie  know  how 
matters  go  on.  I  assure  you,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad 
to  hear  it^  I  make  these  inquiries  solely  from  mj  anxiety 
ibr  the  conntiy ;  for,  however  I  might  haye  felt  leaving  Ire* 
land-^and  yoa  know,  as  intimately  as  any  one,  what  I  did 
feel — my  mind  is  quite  reooneiled  to  the  measure,  and  I  am 
very  liwppy  again. 

I  read  your  laat  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  much  pleased 
with  its  liberality.  He  entirely  approves  your  conduct,  and 
so,  as  &r  as  I  learn,  does  every  one. 

Igoto  Brighthelmstone  to-morrow,  hut  return  next  week,  to 
meet  the  Chancellor  of  Irebnd,   I  have  not  time  to  add  more. 

Ever  yours, 

Camden. 
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Mr,  Wickkam  to  Lord  CatUereodfhm 

WhitelMll,  Oetobar  »,  1798. 
M  J  Lord-*I  am  directed  by  the  Dnke  of  Portland  to  dedre 
that  jonr  Lordehip  will  be  pleased  to  infenn  the  Lord-Llea- 

tenant,  that  tlie  small  pquadron  of  frip^ates,  which  liajj  been  for 
Bome  time  block*  J  u|>  at  Dunkirk,  had  escaped  from  that  port, 
aud  gouc  to  Flushing,  and  that  the  Babet,  Ariadne,  and 
Savago,  having  supposed  they  had  proceeded  to  the  ooast  of 
Ireland^  had  sailed  directly  for  KillaU  Say. 

The  secret  letten  raceived  to-day  from  the  fVeiich  coast 
give  reason  to  snppoee  that  no  yeiy  actiTC  prepantlona  are 
canying  on  at  Brest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e., 

William  Wickham. 

Mr,  Wickkam  to  Lord  CoiUerea^jh, 

Whitehall,  October  15,  1798. 
My  Lord — I  send  your  Lordahip  the  enclosed  letter,  by  the 
Duke  of  PortUnd's  directions,  and  have  his  GnMse^s  command 
to  desire  that  yon  would  be  pleased  to  request  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  to  signify  his  wishes  with  respect  to  young  Birch, 
who  is  still  in  the  custody  of  a  messenger  here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

William  Wickuam. 

To  kis  QroM  tks  Dfiko  tfPorOemd. 

Dublin,  October  10,  1798. 
My  Lord — 1  again  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  your 
Ui-ace  in  favour  of  my  unfortunate  son,  still  a  prisoner  in 
England,  under  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  the  late  rebel- 
lion in  the  North  of  Irelaad,  and  hope  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  acquaint  the  Marquess  Oomwallis  of  it.  When  I 
applied  to  him  to  have  my  son  transmitted  here,  or  disposed  of 
in  such  a  manner  as  he  and  your  Grace  should  think  proper, 
1  received  for  answer,  throu«jh  Lord  Caatlcrcagh,  that  his 
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ExoeUflney  had  not  boon  offieiftllj  infimned  of  his  being  a 
prisoner,  and  eonldnot  take  notice  of  it,  nntQ  sncih  time  as  the 
British  Bfinistiy  thought  proper  to  eommnnieste  to  him,  and 

desired  I  would  apply  to  your  Grace  to  havo  it  dune ;  and  I 
rely  on  your  accustompd  L^oodness  to  mc,  to  grant  my  request, 
which  I  shall  ever  most  gratefully  acknowledge,  with  the 
many  eomforts  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  grant  to  my  on- 
fortunate  son,  whose  improdeni  eondnet  has  brongfat  him  to 
his  present  unhappy  situation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e., 

George  Bibch. 

The  £arl  of  Clare,  Lard  ChwKellor  of  Ireland,  to  Lord 

Cattkrea^h, 

Groerenor  Squall,  October  16,  1798. 
My  dear  Lord — I  ha?e  seen  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Chancellor,  and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  seem  to  feel  toij  eenstbly  the 
critical  situation  of  our  damnable  country,  and  that  the  Union 

alone  can  save  it.  I  should  have  hoped  that  what  has  passed 
would  liiive  tJpened  tlio  eyes  of  every  man  in  England  to  the 
insanity  of  their  pa.«?t  conduct,  with  respect  to  the  Papists  of 
Ireland;  but  I  can  very  plainly  perceiTO  that  they  were 
as  iull  of  their  popish  projects  as  ever.  I  trusty  and  I  hope  1 
am  not  deoelTcd,  that  ^y  are  ftirly  inclined  to  give  them  up^ 
and  to  bring  the  measure  forward  unencumbered  with  the 
doctrine  of  Emancipation.  Lord  Oomwallis  has  intimated  his 
acquiescence  in  this  point  ^  ^Ir.  i^itt  is  decided  upon  it,  and  I 
think  ho  will  keep  his  colleagues  steady.  Most  fortunately, 
we  have  a  precedent  in  the  Articles  of  the  Union  with  Scot- 
land, which  puts  an  end  to  all  difficulty  on  the  only  point 
insisted  on  by  Lord  Oomwallis,  of  which  they  are  equally 
tenacious  here.  By  one  of  the  Articles,  it  is  stipukted  that 
oTeiy  member  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britam  shall  take 
the  Oath  of  Supreniacy,  kv-  on  his  taking  his  seat,  unless  it 
shall  othancise //rvcidtd  for  by  L*ariiamnl.    So  that  it  cannot 
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admit  of »  quMtioo,  that  ammiUur  pioviBioii  ahould  be  made  for 
Inbnd,  wludi  Mr,  Pitt  ia  poriaetlj  tatiified  shall  be  done. 
He  if  alao  fblly  aeiiBible  of  the  neoeerity  of  eatablishhig  eome 

effectual  civil  control  over  the  Popish  Clcrsr,  which  lie  tliinka 
will  he  best  effected  by  allowing  verv^  moderate  stipends  to 
them,  aud  obligiug  every  priest  to  take  a  licenae  &om  the 
Crown,  for  performing  ecclesiastical  functions,  on  pnin  of  per- 
petual baoiehmeiit,  if  he  shall  officiate  without  it.  I  hare 
pressed  apon  him  theneoeaeity  of  immediate  oommunication  on 
this  subjeet  with  the  principal  persona  in  Ireland,  and  I  do 
believe  he  will  desire  their  attendance  here.  I  also  stated  to 
him  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieuteuant  of  Ireland  being  sent  over  immediately.  Pelbam 
is  now  at  Stanmer,  but  1  should  hope  he  will  not  long  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  there. 

I  hope  to  be  released  from  my  attendance  here  Teiy  aoon,  and, 
whenever  I  can  tee  the  King,  ahall  set  ont  for  Ireland.  If  I 
have  been  in  any  manner  instnimental  in  persuading  the 
Ministers  here  to  bring  forward  this  very  important  measure, 
unencumbered  with  a  proposition  which  nuitit  have  swamped 
it,  I  sliall  rejoice  very  much  iu  the  pilgrimage  which  I  have 
made.  I  expect  that  by  this  time  some  of  the  British  squadron 
on  the  Irish  coast  have  nabbed  the  Brest  fleet. 

Yours  always  veiy  truly,  &c.,  Olabe. 

itfr.  WiMam  to  Lord  OatUgnapk, 

Private.  Whitehall,  October  19,  1798. 

Mv  I.ord — In  addition  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Kufus  Kin*', 
the  American  Minister,  to  the  Duko  ot  Portland,  which  his 
Grace  transmitted  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  in  his  letter  of 
yesterday,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship,  by 
hia  Grace^a  direction,  a  second  letter,  from  the  same  gentleman, 
on  the  same  subject. 

I  saw  Mr.  King  yesterday,  and  had  some  conversation  with 
him  on  the  isubject  of  this  correspondence,  when  lie  iissured  me 
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that»  under  the  poweiB  giveii  him  by  the  Act  lately  pasaed  in 
America^  the  Ptesident  would  not  mife  any  of  the  traitoia 
fiom  Ixebnd  to  land  in  America ;  and  that,  if  th^  escaped 

his  yigilanco  and  eet  foot  on  shore,  he  would  instantly  have 

them  seized  and  sent  back  to  Europe.  This  determination  of 
the  President  of  tlie  United  States,  which  Mi*.  King  told  me  I 
might  oonfiider  as  official,  seems  to  furnii^li  a  conclusive  answer 
to  any  comphunts  that  may  be  made  of  these  people  when  the 
€h>Ternment  shall  signify  to  them  the  impossibility  of  their 
being  snffined  to  go  to  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

Mr.  BufiiM  Kinff  to  the  Duke  of  PorOand. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  October  !7,  1798. 
My  Lord — 1  am  concerned  to  trouble  your  Grace  again  on 
the  subject  of  the  exile  of  the  Irish  State  prisoners,  especially 
after  the  friendly  assurances  that  your  Grace  has  had  the 
goodness  to  give  me,  and  which  have  indaced  me  to  believe 
that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  go  to  America.  Bat  the 
late  aooonnts  from  Ireland,  which,  I  hope  inaceorately,  state 
that  preparations  are  making  to  send  them  to  the  United 
States,  give  me  much  anxiety  lest  I  have  omitted  any  ftirther 
step  that  might  liave  been  expected,  or  proper,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent it.  It  is  true,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  power  to  deny,  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  refuse  them  a  resi- 
dence among  ns^  provided  he  is  apprised  of  their  names  and 
delinquency ;  bnt  of  these  he  may  be  ignorant^  espedaliy  as  I 
have  eicpressed  to  him  my  expectation  that  they  wonld  not  be 
permitted  to  go  to  America.  If  his  Majesty's  Government  is 
still  free  to  decide,  I  nm.-Ht  repeat  my  earnest  hope  that  these 
delinquents  may  not  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States.  If  the  permission  of  Government  has  already  been 
given,  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask  of  your  Grace  a  list  of  the 
names,  and  a  description  of  the  persons,  of  those  of  the  State 
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prisoners  who  arc  to  be  sent  into  my  country,  in  order  that  1 
may,  if  possible,  in  season  apprize  my  govemment  of  the  mea- 
snies.  It  Is  quite  possible,  and  I  stiU  hope^  that  these  pabli- 
eations  are  altogether  erroneons.  In  this  ease,  I  mast  beg 
your  Omtse*9  pardon  for  having  thus  unnecessarily  troubled 
you  on  a  subject  Uiat,  through  your  obliging  iuterlereuce,  haJ 
aU*eady  been  satis&ctorily  decided. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
  BuFus  Kino. 

Lord  Castierea^k  ta  Mr,  Wiekkam* 

BnbUn  CSmOs^  October  S2, 1798. 
Sir— I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  15th,  desiring  to 

be  informed  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  wishes  in  respect  to  Mr. 
Bircli.  I  am  to  request  that  jou  will  intimate  to  the  Duko  of 
Portland  that  his  Excellency,  having  understood  from  Mr. 
Birches  father  that  it  is  his  intention,  should  his  son  be  released, 
immediately  to  send  him  to  the  East  Indies,  does  not  think  it 
expedient,  under  all  the  cireumstanees  of  the  ease,  to  desire 
that  he  should  be  sent  over.  His  Exoellency  only  requests 
that  the  condition  of  his  enlargement  may  be  such  as  will  leave 
the  Crown  at  liborty  to  [)ruc'ecd  ai;;iiii9t  him,  if  lie  t^liould  return 
to  this  kingdoui  without  license  first  obtained  from  Guvemment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc, 

Gastlereagh. 

Mr.  Wiekkam  to  Mr.  Cooke. 

Whitchsl],  Oeto>ber22, 1796. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  the  Duke  of  Portland's  directions  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excilb  iicy  tlic  Lord- 
Lientenant,  a  paper  font  aiuing  thu  named  of  the  ditlerent  persons 
in  Ireland  with  whom  the  seamen,  lately  executed  on  board  his 
Majesty's  ship  Defiance,  appear  to  have  been  connected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WiLLUM  WlCKHAM. 
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80mt  IvtformaUon  rdhtw  to  Inkmd*  * 

The  two  persons  who  laid  tin*  last  inforniatiou  before  the 
French  jjoveraiiient  relative  to  Ireland,  wore  Bailey  and  Doctor 
Lawless.  Lawless  di-ew  up  a  full  statement  of  the  military 
force  in  Ireland,  and  which  he  computed  to  amoant  to  70,000 
men,  induiUDg  the  military  of  aU  deeeriptticHU^  and  which^  he 
saidf  were  dispersed  oyer  the  whole  kingdom.  Thia  he  read  to 
me  at  the  Hotel  de  France,  Bne  de  Bona  Enfiusa,  near  the  Palaia 
Boyal,  and  afterwards  presented  it  to  the  Minister  of  exterior 
ii'laiions,  Talleyrand  Peri^ord.  In  tlii.s  he  assured  the  Minis- 
ter that  those  were  mistaken  who  had  stated  the  military  in 
Ireland  to  amount  to  150,000,  or  200,000  men;  but  that  no 
doubt  the  CSovemment  would  be  prompt  in  throwing  oTer  a 
consideiable  foree.  Under  this  idea,  the  Brest  and  other  arma- 
ments were  despatehed  with  all  poeaible  haste,  in  order  to  be 
beforehand  with  the  reinforeementa  of  the  English  Qovenmient ; 
the  design  of  the  French  always  being  to  send  a  oonsideTable 
force,  so  as  not  to  he  disappointed  in  the  object  of  their  attack. 
In  thoconcluMi  'ii  of  Lawle8s'*8  paper,  he  solicited  to  be  npp  'inted 
Surgeon-General  to  the  army  of  United  Irishmen.  Lawless 
eqpeaks  French  well,  having  resided  iiye  years  in  France,  and 
seema  to  me  to  be  of  »  veiy  intriguing  disposition*  I  believe 
he  10  on  board  aome  part  of  the  Brest  expedition.  Lawless  was 
one  of  the  last  Elxecntive  Committee  in  Ireland— got  into  France 
by  way  of  Lisbon. 

There  is,  besides,  in  rai  ls.  ;i  person  whom  I  believe  I  have 
not  mentioned  to  you;  hi^  name  is  Mado;ett,  which  appeared 
in  part  of  the  correspondence  on  Jackson's  trial  in  Ireland; 
the  Crown  lawyers  took  it  &r  a  fictitious  name,  but  I  assure 
yon  it  18  as  real  as  yonrs  or  mine,*  as  I  have  frequently  been 

*  Tliis  paper  is  wthoiit  date  or  explanation  of  any  kind. 

'  In  the  third  volume  of  "Lettr(^  Officicllcs  ct  ConMentielles  dc 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,'*  there  is  a  memorandum  signed  by  IVfadgett,  and 
aildrcsscd  to  M.de  la  CnHx,  French  Mioister  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  ioform- 
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in  company  with  hiui  at  Tlioiuas  Muirs  lodging.  He  has 
residod  forty  years  in  France,  and  i>  near  sixty  years  of  ago. 
The  day  1  left  Paris,  he  set  out  for  Urkantj,  to  tamper  witli  the 
Iriflh  pnsonen  there,  in  order  to  get  them  to  engage  in  the  ex- 
pedition, on  aooonnt  of  their  knowledge  both  of  the  ooaet  and 
of  the  eonntiy,  and  to  senre  as  aaiton  in  navigating  their 
▼easels.  How  &r  he  snoeeeded  I  know  not,  hot  I  know  it  was 
BO  £ir  an  object  with  the  French,  that  the  English  and  Irish 
were  set  by  the  ears,  so  that  tliey  were  obliged  to  put  them  in 
separate  pri,<ons.  Tlio  English  were  inardu'd  (dVtoward.s  Valen- 
ciennes :  I  saw  thorn  myself  on  their  march,  and  the  Irish  wen; 
left  at  their  ease  and  in  full  possession  of  the  prison — I  think 
their  nnmber  might  be  about  150,  or  200  in  all.  I  cannot 
say  whether  Madgett  went  on  board,  bat  he  is  one  of  the 
most  active  instruments  of  the  Freoch  Directory  in  every 
thing  that  respects  Ireland.  Ho  lives  in  the  Rue  do  Barque, 
near  Thomas  Muir,  with  whom  he  is  in  the  strictest  habits  of 
intimacy.* 

All  the  Irishmen  tliat  1  met  with  in  France,  with  the  except 
tion  of  Tone,  Lewens,  Tandy,  and  Bailey,  always  assured  me 
that  they  liked  the  English  much  better  than  the  French,  and 
would  rather  be  under  the  English  Ooverament,  were  they  to 

ing  him  that  Jviiii;  George  ITT.  had  funds  in  the  Bank  of  Venice  to  the 
amount  often  millions  stcrlin^j,  nnd  representing  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  draw  the  early  attention  ot  the  commander  of  the  Italian  army  to  the 
.securing  of  so  glorious  a  prize,  a.s  soon  a.«»  he  should  gain  posisession  of 
that  city.  Thia  mcmorundiun  was  transmitted  by  the  Minister  to 
Bonaparte. 

*  Mnir,  a  iwtivs  of  Scotland,  and  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  advo- 
catci^  was  cue  of  dicae  daogeroas  demagogue  who  are  sore  to  spring  up 
in  timca  of  political  agitatioi.  In  1794,  the  laige  aaMmhlagcs  of  people 
conataotly  coUeeted  by  biabaiaDgoea  having  eicitcd  alann,  he  was  apple- 
bended,  tried  at  Edinbatghon  chaigea  of  aedltioD,  sentenced  to  tnuupor- 
taiioa  for  fonxtcen  yean,  and  sent  to  Botany  Baj.  As  the  ezpreea 
pamahment  prcaeribed  by  the  kw  of  Scotland  Ibr  hia  ofeoe  waa  fine, 
imprisonment,  nat  banishment,  thia  aentcnce  suited  waim  diaenarion, 
which,  I  pnaoni^  led  to  his  relcaae. 
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be  under  any ;  but  their  heade  eeemed  deranged  with  the  theo- 
retical idea  of  a  Republic.  Hamilton,  Maguire,  and  Cowan, 
whose  real  name  is  Corbet,  are  certainly  wherever  Tone  is,  as 
he  picked  those  out  to  accompany  him  on  the  expedition. 
Corbet  was  a  scholar  of  the  University  since  I  left  it,  was  a 
stodent  when  I  was  there,  and  he  is  alluded  to  by  the  Lord 
GhanoeUor  of  Ireland,  on  the  visitation  held  in  the  UniveiBity, 
as  having  oontjibnted  to  eonmpt  the  minds  of  ^e  stodents. 
He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  OoUege  eorps,  and  his  brother  a 
Serjeant,  and  are  so  like  to  each  other,  as  it  is  hard  to  dis- 
tinguisli  tliom. 

There  is  one  cir(»nm!?tance  that  occurred  to  us  during  our 
passage  from  Dunkirk,  in  the  Anacreon ;  and  though  in  itself 
it  may  seem  little,  yet  it  is  in  the  strongest  degree  indicative 
of  their  prinoiples.  They  were  becalmed  off  the  Orkneys,  or, 
at  least,  were  standing  under  easy  sail :  there  were  a  few  Dutch 
Bshermern,  and,  as  they  came  up  with  them,  they  regularly 
boarded  them,  and  carried  off  their  fish  aud  evervthiii":  these 
^>onr  creatures  had.  They  dressed  themselves  in  English 
uniforms,  (many  of  them  speaking  English)  and  thus,  in  dis- 
guise, robbed  their  firiends  and  allies,  and  laid  the  blame  on 
those  who  were  innocent  of  it.  I  observed  to  some  of  the 
Irishmen  on  board,  If  they  used  ihth  fiiends  so,  what  might 
their  enemies  expect !  With  one  hand  they  gave  the  fraternal 
embrace,  and  robbed  with  the  other." 


Mr.  Wickham  to  Lord  Castierm^h. 

Whitehall,  October  24, 17»«. 
My  Lord — ^I  have  the  Duke  of  Portland's  directions  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  James  Grcig  to  Mr.  Nepean,  together  with  the  deposition 

of  Captain  Thomas  Roptn-,  relative  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Anacreon,  French  privateer,  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  lier 
subsequent  arrival  at  the  port  of  liergeu ;  and  I  am  to  deeire 
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that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  Lord-LieatenftDt^  for  h» 
ExoeUency'a  infonnation. 

I  ha^e  the  honour  to  be,  fte^ 

William  Wkkhah. 

Nepeaik^  Esq, 

Bergen^  October  2,  1798. 
The  pri?steer  ia  the  Anaereon,  C^>taui  Blankman,  who  had 
landed  some  Freneh  troops  in  Baptiy  Bay;  but,  getting  in- 
formation of  the  &te  of  their  eonntrymen  in  the  north-west  of 
Ireland,  they  re-etnbarked  in  a  very  few  hoors,  and  on  their 
way  here  captured  tlie  Lansrtou,  of  Lauca^t^r,  who  was  re- 
taken tlic  day  f  )llowing,  and  the  Tom,  of  said  piaee,  a  ii-  w 
ship  IVom  Peteraburgh,  which  tbey  brought  iu  here  with, 
them.  Napper  Tandy  is  on  board  the  privateer,  likewise  ft 
Qenersl-Adjatant  Bhwkwell,  an  Irishman.  Tandy  was  to 
ha^e  been  General-in-Chief  in  Ireland. 

At  Banfi^  the  sixteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand,  seven 
hnndred,  and  ninety-eight.  In  presence  of  Geoige  Bobin- 
son,  Esq.,  Proyost  and  Deputy-Lientenant  of  the  Town  and 
Bni^grb  of  Banff,  and  one  of  his  Majesty^s  Justices  of  the 

Poaco  for  iho  County  of  Baiiil  ;  and  aiau  iu  presence  of 
Archibald  Young,  I^otary  Public, 

Appeared  Thomas  Boper,  master  and  owner  of  the  brig 

Langton,  of  Lancaster,  who,  being  solemnly  sworn,  maketh 
oath  and  saitli,  that,  upun  the  eleventh  day  of  September  last, 
he  sailed  with  tlio  said  vessel  from  the  port  of  Elsinora,  liaving 
on  board  a  cargo  of  hemp,  flax,  tallow,  and  iron,  shipped  at 
Petersboxgh  Ibr  Langton,  Birley,  and  Company,  of  Kirkham, 
and  under  convoy  of  the  Andromache,  English  frigate,  and 
Wright,  anned  ship ;  that  he  continued  with  the  oonvoy  until 
the  fbnrteenth  day  of  the  said  month,  being  then  in  latitude 
liily-tiix  and  a  hall  iNurth,  or  thereabout,  when  the  sigual 
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mm  made  by  the  ftjgaie  fiir  the  ehipa  bound  north  abont  to 
p»(  eoDToy  and  prooeed  northward^  whioh  the  Deponent 
aoeordingly  did.  Depones,  that  on  Wednesday,  the  nineteenth 

day  of  the  said  month  of  September,  they  made  one  of  the 
Orkney  Islands,  beariny^  North  North  West,  about  eix  or 
eight  leagues,  the  Tom,  of  Lancaster,  John  Webster,  Master, 
bound  for  LiTeipool,  being  then  in  company ;  that  the  same 
day,  abont  three  o'clock,  p.m.,  they  deaoried  a  aail  about  two 
leagoea  to  windward,  which  bore  down  upon  ihem»  and  about 
ibnr  o'*elo^  they  Buapeeted  her  to  be  an  enemy,  and  ahe  gave 
them  diase.  That  the  Langton  had  no  gone  on  board,  but 
one  swivel,  which  they  fired  at  her  j  but  the  Turn,  having  eight 
nine-pounders  and  two  twelve-pounder;^  on  board,  LnL:riL;od  the 
enemy  for  about  half  an  hour  very  closely ;  aud,  until  the 
Freneh  yessel,  which  proved  to  be  a  corvette  of  sixteen  guns, 
had  their  grapplinga  ready  to  board  the  Tom,  and  having, 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  engagement,  kept  up  an  inceannt 
fire  of  musketry,  that  the  Tom,  in  eonBequeooe,  was  obliged 
to  strike,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy ;  that  the 
Langton  received  several  of  the  eneniy^'s  shot  in  her  sails  and 
rigging,  and,  finding  she  could  give  no  astiibiance  to  the  Tom, 
she  endeavoured  to  get  off  during  the  engagement ;  but,  upon 
the  Tom  striking,  slie  gave  chase  to  the  Langton,  and  the 
Deponent  waa  also  obliged  to  strike.  Depones  that  the  oor^ 
vette  sent  a  boat>  eiew  on  board  the  Langton,  and  took  pos- 
session of  her,  and  carried  the  Deponent  and  his  erew,  consist- 
ing of  nine  men,  on  board  the  corvette,  1(  aYinr;  only  one  boy  on 
board  the  Langton,  and  manning  her  with  six  or  seven  of  her 
own  crew.  That,  on  coming  on  board  the  corvette,  the  De- 
ponent understood  that  she  had  been  on  the  north-west  roast 
of  Ireland,  and  had  bmded  with  a  view  of  joining  the  French 
army  and  the  rebels,  but  had  quitted  the  ooast,  after  being 
eight  hours  on  shore,  on  finding  that  they  could  not  effect  a 
junction  with  the  French  troope.  Depones  that  there  were  on 
board  the  corvette  a  General  Rae,  General  ^Napper  Tandy,  two 
VOL.  I.  D  D 
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colonels,  and  a  number  of  other  officers,  whose  rank  he  did  not 
know,  with  about  a  hundred  and  seventy  or  a  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  inoLading  the  erew  of  oorvette.  That  of  theie 
men  there  were  aboni  forty  flying  artjlleiy,  with  their  a^ir 
latns  and  anna,  and  the  Teasel  was  ftdl  of  anna,  entbsses^ 
saddles,  bridles,  &e.  That  the  name  of  tiie  oonrette  was  the 
Anacreon,  Captain  Blanchiriau.  Tliai  the  olHccrs,  and  in 
general  the  men,  spoke  good  English.  Depones  tliat  there 
were  on  board  the  corvette  two  men  in  coloured  clothes,  who 
were  given  out  to  be  passengers  for  America,  taken  out  of  the 
Triton,  Captain  Johnson,  from  London,  bnt  who  the  Deponent 
believes  were  Irishmen,  and  bronght  from  the  coast  of  Ireland 
by  the  corvette:  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  oiBoers  told  him  they 
were  so.  That  these  men  went  by  the  name  of  Henderson 
and  Wallas;  but  he  understood,  after  his  ai rival  at  Bergen, 
tliat  a  black  servant  ot  one  of  the  officers  hatl  called  at  the  inn, 
and  inquired  for  Wallas  under  the  name  of  Murphy.  De- 
pones that  Gaptain  Webster,  of  the  Tom,  and  liis  crew  were 
also  taken  on  board  the  corvette,  and  she  made  the  best  of  her 
way  to  Bergen.  That,  abont  nine  oVlook  next  monung,  bdng 
Thnrsday,  the  twentieth  of  September,  they  saw  a  sail  to  lee- 
ward, to  which  the  corvette  for  some  time  gave  chase.  That, 
about  eleven  oVlock,  the  captain  of  the  corvette  said  it  wan  an 
armed  ship  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  thereupon  ordered  the 
Tom  to  make  all  the  sail  she  could  to  the  northward,  and  en- 
deavour to  take  the  Langton  in  tow;  bnt,  not  being  able  to 
effect  this,  the  captain  ordered  the  prise-masters  of  the  Langton 
to  set  fire  to  the  ship,  and  qnit  her  in  the  boat  3  bnt^  there 
being  no  fire  on  board,  and  the  Deponent^s  boy  having  secreted 
the  tinder,  this  could  not  be  done,  and  the  crew,  having  left 
her  and  come  on  board  the  corvette,  she,  the  correttc,  made 
the  best  of  her  way  to  Bergen,  and  Deponent  saw  the  above- 
mentioned  armed  ship  take  possession  of  the  Langton  soon 
thereafter,  and,  having  come  on  haiy  weather,  the  Deponent 
saw  no  more  of  the  armed  ship  or  the  Langton.  Depones 


Digitized  by  Google 


1798.] 


TIBCOUNT  CA8TLEREA0H. 


403 


tliat,  upon  the  twenty-fint  of  September,  the  oomtte,  with 
the  Deponent  on  boiurd,  aniyed  at  Bei^en,  where  he  wae 

landed.  Depones  tliat  the  corvette  bailed  I'rom  Bergen  on 
Tuesday,  the  second  of  October,  and  the  Deponent  understood 
there  was  a  dispute  between  the  Captain  and  the  general 
officers  aboTO  named,  the  former  insirting  to  go  on  a  ernifle,  and 
the  latter  requiring  him  to  eany  them  to  Dunkirk;  hut  the 
Deponent  does  not  know  which  of  them  prerafled.  Deponee 
th»t  he  B»w  General  Bae  and  the  troops  go  on  board  the  eor* 
Totte ;  but,  the  night  preceding,  Napper  Tandy  and  Blackweli 
had  irone  in  the  French  consuFs  boat,  and  it  was  not  known 
whether  they  were  to  be  taken  in  bv  the  oorvette  or  not. 
Depones,  that  on  Tuesday,  the  fourth  current,  the  persons 
ftbove-mentioned,  calling  themselves  Henderson  and  Wallas, 
eailed  for  London  in  the  Flora,  formerly  of  Hull,  whereof 
Bobert  Trowen,  the  Deponent^s  mate,  was  master.  Depones 
that  the  Deponent  took  his  passage  to  Portsoy,  in  the  Countjr 
of  Biiuti,  on  board  the  Hope,  Captain  Strachan.  That  he 
sailed  from  Bergen  on  Tuesday,  tlie  fifth  of  October,  with  three 
of  his  crew  and  seven  of  the  crew  of  the  Tom,  and  arrived  at 
Portsoy  about  midnight  the  fifteenth  current :  all  which  is 
truth,  as  the  Deponent  shall  answer  to  God.  And  tlie  De- 
ponent takes  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  Notary  Public 
above  named. 

Signed,      Thomas  Bopek, 

0BOROR  BOBIinON, 

ProYOSt  and  Deputy-Lieutenant. 


Mr.  EUUe  «e  Lard  CaOhnagK 

Cleveland  Square,  ^^  cducsUay,  October  24th,  1798. 
My  dear  Lord  Castlereagh — It  is  so  late,  that  I  am  appre- 
hensive  of  losing  the  poet,  and  can  yenture  to  write  only  *  very 
few  lines. 

*  Under-secreUry  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  in  the  Military  Department 

D  D  2 
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I  reaohod  town  yMterday,  and  have  had  a  good  deal  of  eon- 
yenaftion,  both  witli  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt  on 
the  topic  of  the  Union.  It  haa  ne^er^  I  understand,  been  in 
contemplation  to  pnt  any  reatrietiona  on  the  power  of  the 

LeL'islatmo  with  respect  to  the  future  consideration  of  the 
Cath  ilir  claiiiiH  ;  but  the  leaning  of  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet 
is  against  extending  the  privileges  of  the  Catholic  Body  at  the 
present  conjuncture.  This  sentiment  appears  to  be  partly  the 
naolt  of  the  embarraaanient  whiehy  it  ia  feared,  might  acerae 
fiom  a  proposition  to  alter  the  Teat  Lawa  in  Kngland,  and 
partly  to  proceed  from  the  difficulty  which  it  is  thought  the 
GoTemment  here  would  experience  in  opposing  the  prejudices 
of  its  Protestant  frieuds  in  IrImikI.  The  latter  is  the  aigu- 
niciit  which,  I  believe,  has  beeu  chiefly  rehed  on  by  Lord 
Clare ;  and,  I  plainly  perceive,  it  has  operated  poweriuliy  on 
Mr.  Pitf's  mind.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  says  that  his  judgment 
is  not  yet  fbrmed  on  the  anbjeet,  and  that  some  numtha  it 
was  fiiTonimble  to  the  pietenaiona  of  the  Catholics. 

Lord  Camden  came  to  town  yesterday  evening,  and  seems 
in  very  good  spirits.  Pelham  and  Marshall  are  in  Sussex. 
I  have,  however,  besfs^ed  Pelhain  to  come  to  London  imme- 
diately. The  Duke  nf  l*ortland,  wim  is  very  san^^uine  on  the 
subject,  states  his  return  to  Ireland  as  certain  $  but  I  have 
Tory  good  reason  to  believe  he  has  not  decided.  Lord  Camden 
aaya  that,  though  he  is  much  better,  the  slightest  degree  of 
business  fhtignea  him.  The  Speaker  has  been  tnTited  to 
London. 

I  found  the  Duke  of  Portland  perfectly  cordial  and  commu- 
nicatire ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  any  iU  impression  haa 
beeu  iiiaiie  by  any  complaints  which  may  have  come  from 
Ireland.  The  Duke  of  Portland  observed  to  me  that  Lord 
Oomwallis  had  not  written  more  than  three  letters  since  his 
departure  for  England.  I  expbiined  to  him,  however,  that 
writmg  was  troublesome  to  Lord  Comwallis ;  as  he  had  to 
oondnet  the  detail  of  the  army,  in  addition  to  the  dvii  bosi- 
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11688  annexed  to  Mb  altiutiottt  he  mlly  hid  not  leiBore  fer 
oovfoopondenoe* 

You  most,  I  am  sure,  have  great  satisfaction  from  knowing 
that  Mr.  Pitt  speaks  in  the  warmest  terms  of  approbation  of 
every  part  of  your  administration. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Hammond  (Canning^s  colleague*)  that 
Napper  Tandy  is  enspeoted  to  be  at  Hambnig,  and  instnustions 
haTe  been  aeni  to  onr  reeident  theie  to  appiehend  him.  I 
find  the  Americans  abeolntety  lefiue  to  admit  OXJonnor  and 
the  rest  of  the  Irish  traitors  into  their  territories. 

You  will  perceive  by  tlie  papers  tliat  we  Ikivo  taken  another 
French  frigate  ;  and  Lord  Spencer'  seems  to  be  sure  of  tlie  rest. 
There  have  been  several  rumours  of  some  advantages  we  have 
gained  in  the  Texel,  but  they  are  without  any  official  con*> 
finnation.  It  is  believed,  notwithstanding  the  npresenta- 
tions  in  the  French  papers,  that  Buonaparte^s  situation  is 
deqpemte. 

I  fbigot  to  mention  that  I  saw  Douglas  to-day  at  court,  and 

he  presses  very  much  for  an  auswer  relative  to  the  person  he 
recommended  to  be  put  on  the  Concordat um  list. 

Believe  me  ever  most  tmly  yoor8» 

W.  E. 

Dondaa  is  not  yet  retnmed  from  Scotland. 

Mr,  WiekiamioJkrdOiuUgrmffk. 

WbitehaJl,  October  25,  1798. 
My  Lord — By  direction  of  tlie  Duko  of  l*ortland,  I  send 
yonr  Lordship,  for  the  information  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
the  endooed  extract  from  some  very  important  commnnications 
that  have  been  made  to  his  Grace  by  a  penon  of  the  name  of 
O.,  respecting  whom  I  have  often  written  to  yonr  Lordship. 
He  was  on  boaid  the  Anacreon,  on  her  late  expedition  to 
Ireland. 

'  As  under-secretary  in  the  Foreign  Office. 
^  First  Lord  ot  the  Admiralty. 
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I  hftve  miMh  wtiBflwtioa  in  hrwtadbig  to  your  LonMup 
the  mloied  Bulletm. 

I  Lave  the  honour  to  bt-,  kc^ 

WlLUAM  WlCKUAM. 

Secret 

Napper  2  amir/. 

With  rMpMt  to  him,  the  Fiench  Direetoiy  had  littio 
reUanoe  on  tho  great  ptomiaM  ho  mado  them.  Ho  piomioed 
to  reiBo  for  them  in  Irdaod  a  legion  of  10,000  men,  but  thej 
emtpeeted  his  means  of  doing  this,  as  well  as  the  weakness 

and  vanity  of  his  diapositiou.  Beiug  iinportuuato,  the  Direc- 
t  rv  m  ule  him  a  General  provimonally  (pmtisoirement :)  ho 
pledged  his  head  for  the  succedd  of  his  proposition,  bat,  to  his 
woeful  experience,  could  not  laise  a  single  man,  and  had 
scareely  set  his  foot  on  Irish  grennd  nntil  obliged  to  make  a 
preei^tate  retreat. 

The  expedition  on  board  tho  Anaereon  oonrette  brig,  of 
16  guns,  14  fours,  and  2  eight-ponnders,  was  fitted  out  by  the 
urmateurs  of  Dunkirk,  on  account  of  Government,  and  com- 
manded l)y  Captain  Blankman,  of  Dunkirk  ;  sailed  about  the 
3d  or  -i-th  of  September,  171)8,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  atiernoou  \ 
had  on  board  a  crew  of  about  50  seamen  and  marines,  30  ean- 
noneers,  S  curricle  guns,  1000  muskets,  800  pair  of  horse- 
pistols,  1000  sabres,  and  plenty  of  ammnnition-<-deBtination, 
the  north-west  coast  of  Ireland.  There  were  on  board,  besides 
Tandy,  holding  the  rank  of  general,  provisionally,  from  the 
French  Directory,  Blackwell,  educated  under  the  Jesuits; 
but,  at  the  commencement  of  the  French  iiovolution,  being 
able  to  proceed  no  further  in  that  line,  entered  the  army ;  and, 
on  the  14th  July  last,  got  the  command  of  a  company  of 
hussars,  was,  shortly  after,  made  a  colonel ;  and,  during  the 
passage,  compelled  Tandy  to  give  him  first  the  rank  of  adjutant- 
general,  and  next  that  of  general  of  brigade.  This  Blackwell 
had  Tandy,  like  a  child,  in  loading-strings.  There  was  also 
on  board  General  iiay,  wiio  was,  during  the  American  war,  a 
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«ott  of  oommiiBaiy-genenl  mumg  the  UUnois  Indiana,  a 
eolonel  of  artillery,  eight  captains,  a  captain  of  hmaany  and 

some  inferior  oiiicers. 

The  Iriah  11  board  were — M**Cann  and  Burgess,  from  near 
Drogbeda ;  (Jary,  from  near  Dublin,  Donovan,  Murphy ; 
young  Corbet,  fr^m  the  University  of  Dublin,  and  myael^ 
who  have  boon  in  Iioland  but  once  these  dght  yean* 

My  opinion  of  Tandy  is,  that  he  is  too  weak  to  oonduet  any 
eztenaiTe  plan,  too  wicked  not  to  be  abhorred  by  all  who  know 
him — and  too  insigriificiuit  for  the  British  GoTenunent  to  take 
any  other  notice  of  him  than  to  despise  liim. 

Hia  weakness  appears  very  prominent  in  the  foUowinjr  cir- 
enrostance :  he  has  got  a  few  laced  coats,  which  he  is  eternally 
OTorhauling  and  gazing  on.  The  day  he  landed,  for  a  few 
hours,  on  the  lale.  of  Anran,  at  Eutland,*  he  intoxicated  him* 
self  to  such  a  degiee  as  to  be  incapable  of  getting  to  the  boat^ 

and  p  d  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  eanried  him  to  it  i 

and  one  of  the  French  officers  says  he  paid  him  the  like  com- 
pliment in  his  boots  ;  and,  during  the  action  with  the  Tom,, 
armed  merchantman,  he  S(|uatted  on  the  deck,  with  a  pint 
bottle  of  brandy,  which  he  emptied  twice. 

The  only  thing  in  which  I  saw  him  imitate  the  man  was, 
that  he  had  put  two  oght-pound  shot  in  his  pockets  to  leap 

'  During  his  hrief  stay  on  the  Tfle  f>f  Arran,  this  contemptible  wretch 
CUKd  the  following  Proclmnation  to  be  circulated : — 

UBE&TX  0&  D£ATII. 
NortbemAzmy  Head  Quarters, 

of  ATCQgen.  of  Iiidi  Liberty. 

General  James  Napper  Tahdt  to  ms  CoimTRTMBii. 
What  do  I  he;ir^  The  British  ( lovemmcnt  hsive  dartd  to  speak  of 
concessions.  W  ould  y  on  accept  ol  them  ?  Can  you  think  of  entering 
into  a  treaty  with  a  British  Minister— aMiairter, too,  wbo  htt  left  yoQ  at 
the  mercy  of  an  Enghah  soldiery,  who  kid  yoor  dtics  wiate^  and  mas* 
.a  red  mhumanly  their  bat  dtiMis;  a  HDiuBter  the  bene  of  society  md. 
the  scourge  of  mankiBdP   Bdioldl  Wshmeii.  behold  in  Wb  hand  the 
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mriMMvd,  in  mm  of  itriidiig  to  (he  English  ship.  This 
■etion  ha|ipflii6d  neir  th»  Otkneja,  ift«r  whkh  he  gm 
penDplofy  ofdan  to  Ihe  Mftoin  to  betr  inmy  Ibr  Beigeot  in 
Norwsf. 

The  Anacreon,  which  is  one  of  the  fastcst-fiailing  corvettes  in 
all  the  French  iiavv,  iails  e'lsht  or  nine  knots  close  bv  the 
wind ;  and,  as  £ur  as  I  could  collect,  will  sail  for  tho  West 
Indies,  to  cmiae  against  the  EInglish  trade.  She  has  new  top* 
misto,  yellow  sides,  with  hUck  ringp  ptinted  Monnd  one  of 
her  maete ;  liea  my  low  in  the  wator. 

To  Bhow  how  the  finaneee  of  Fnnee  aie^  and  how  they 
meant  to  make  their  Iriah  fiienda  pay  their  eqieneee,  three 
generab  went  oat  on  that  little  expedition ;  and  all  the 
money  they  could  muster  among  tlicni  wad  about  twenty 
or  thirty  Louia  d 'ir«.  One  of  them,  to  my  own  certain 
knowledge,  had  hut  five  guineas  in  all. 

The  French  oiEoeni  on  board,  all  ex^  pt  General  Ray,  agreed 
in  aocaaiiig  Tandy  of  oowardiee,  imbecility,  and  wiekedveae^ 
and  wroto  a  letter  of  impeachment  against  him  to  the  Minifr' 
ter  of  Ifarine.  The  naraee  they  «;avo  him  were  **  utfitms^ 
imbectle,  sceleratT* 

Blackwell  uiul  liny  were  said  to  belong  to  tho  i'ntritjuanf;^^ 
who  live  at  Paris  hy  tln  ir  wits,  and  are  ready  to  execute  the 
meanest  orders  of  tho  JL>iroctory. 

olive  of  peacel   Bewarel  his  other  hand  is  concealed,  anned  with  a 

porgnanl. 

No,  Iriishmen,  no!  you  shall  not  be  the  dupes  of  liis  base  intrigues. 
Unable  to  subdue  your  courjige,  he  attempts  to  s«_diice  you;  let  his 
efforts  be  in  yam.  Horrid  crimes  have  been  perpetruled  in  ^  uur  country  : 
your  ftkaodi  have  lUlcn  a  nerifioe  to  their  devotion  to  your  cause — thdr 
ahadom  aie  aroond  700,  end  cell  aloud  far  vengeance;  it  is  your  doty 
to  aveqge  thdr  death— it  is  your  duty  to  •trike  from  their  Uood- 
eementedthionea  the  mmderert  erf  year  friendt.  Liiten  to  no  proponia, 
Iriihiiienl  Wage  a  war  of  eztermhntioa  ^gtiut  yonr  opj^ienon,  the 
war  of  liberty  agaioit  ^ymoy,  and  fiberty  dull  trinmph. 

J.  N.  Tasdt. 
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At  Dnnkiik,  Tandy  left  bebmd  him  a  young  man  of  tlie 
Bsme  of  Lowrej,  who  went  hj  the  name  of  Black ;  and  one 

Bailey,  who,  it  tieems,  had  haau  in  the  East  ludia  Compauy 
service. 

From  Brest,  there  went  another  of  the  CorbotB,  who  be- 
longed to  the  Uniyeruty,  and  who  waa  lately  aoonaed  by  the 
Irish  OhanoeEor  of  oorruptuig  the  yonth  of  that  aeodiiaiy, 
TTwiiltfttt,  who  eaci^ed  mto  Fraooe  when  Qnigley  amatedy 
and  one  Magdio.  Tone  himself  was  to  have  beeo  the  chief 
Irishman  in  that  expedition. 

From  Rochcfort  went  Teeline;,  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Burke ;  Tone's  brother,  who  went  by  the  name  of  La  Roche  ; 
and  Byme  by  the  name  of  Byion. 

,  Tomer  xebsed  to  hare  any  thing  to  do  with  any  of  the 
ozpeditions,  and  went  from  Paris  to  the  Hagae.  Joseph  Orr, 
from  Derry,  and  M^Mahon,  the  eleigyman,  went  oat  in  n 

small  corvette  of  eight  guns,  to  reconnoitre  the  Irish  coast  and 
to  lire  isigiials ;  but  the  boat  turned  leaky,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  put  into  Flushing,  being  chased  by  the  English 
cruisers.  These  two  refused  to  go  any  more,  and  went  to 
Bookgne,  where  they  foUow  privateering. 

Doctor  Lawless  remained  at  Paris,  anda  nephew  of  tieneral 
KilmaineX  whose  name  is  Jenkinson. 


Mr.  Wickkam^io  Lord  CagOtreagh. 

Secret  Whitehall,  October  26, 1798. 

My  Lord — I  haye  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lord- 
ship, by  the  Btike  of  Portland'*s  directions,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lord-Lienteoant,  a  farther  Extraet  from  the  report  of 
a  person  who  was  on  board  the  Anaerson  on  her  kte  expe- 
dition to  the  North  of  Ireland,  which  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  to  have  copied  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c., 

WiLUAM  WiCKHAM. 
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Whili  Huunaparte's  expedition  was  going  forward,  on  the 
one  baud,  another  scheme  was  carried  on,  on  the  oilier,  yiz., 
an  ftttiak  on  England,  made  throu^li  Ireland  hj  the  straights 
of  Portpatriek  and  Dnghodft.  The  Inihni«n  in  Paiis  wmn 
firmed  mto  two  pertieif ;  one  attaohed  Heelf  to  Napper  Tandy, 
and  the  other  to  Oeneral  Smith,  tib.,  Theoheld  WoUe  Tone. 
Tiie  cause  of  aending  so  small  an  <  xpedition  from  Rochefort 
was  twofold  :  first,  the  Irisli  at  Paris  w  t  ro  afraid  of  the  French  ; 
calculating,  from  their  conduct  in  Holland  and  Switzerland, 
they  thought  they  would  he  obliged  to  get  rid  of  their  new 
alUee  by  foroe,  whioh  might  ooet  them  eome  tronble ;  another 
reason  was,  the  Irish  were  eo  oonfident  of  thdr  own  strength, 
that  they  thought  a  few  troepa  wonld  do,  and,  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  it  was  a  sort  of  an  essay  whether  they  eonld  land 
troops  in  Irelan<l  through  the  En*:;^lish  fleet ;  the  Knirlish  fleet 
being  so  much  on  their  guard  since  (jcueral  Hoche's  expedition. 
The  latter  opinion  gains  additional  credit  fipom  the  sending  of 
a  lai^  expedition  immediately  after  it. 

If  Ireland  should  be  attacked  again,  it  was  he  with  from 
20,000  to  30,000  men,  bnt  which,  from  the  late  havoc  among 
their  shipping  and  seamen,  is  next  to  an  impossibility.  The 
grand  object  of  the  French  is,  as  they  term  it  themselves, 
London.  Delenda  Cartham  is  their  partieular  end ;  once  in 
England,  they  think  they  would  speedily  indemnify  themselvos 
for  all  their  expenses,  and  recruit  their  ruined  finances.  The 
navy  of  England,  crossing  them  in  all  their  monstrona  views. 
Is  peenliarly  obnoxionB  to  them.  One  of  their  most  particolar 
reasons  for  attacking  Irehmd,  with  a  view  to  sever  it  from 
England,  is  to  strike  a  mortal  blow  at  the  navy  of  Great 
Briuiiii,  by  cutting  oft",  as  they  say,  England's  riiflU  arm-^ 
the  seamen  ninl  pru visions  fur  the  navy. 

The  British  uavy,  in  <^us6  they  should  he  able  to  carry  their 
horrid  schemes  into  practiee,  is  to  be  partly  burnt  and  partly 
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carried  into  the  ports  of  Fmaee,  thus  clipping,  as  they  say, 
for  ever,  the  winc^  of  t!ie  English  Alaerines.  In  case  of  the 
failure  of  the  expwiitioiiH  to  Ireland  and  to  the  Eiu-^t  indifs, 
and  in  case  of  a  peace  with  the  continental  powers,  an  attack 
will  be  made  on  England.  The  French  Directory  will  aacri- 
fioe  100,000  men  in  the  Attempt,  and  they  aie  to  live  at  free 
qoftrtera,  as  Buonaparte  did  in  Italj,  with  this  diflbienee,  that 
▼erjr  little  reetraint  will  be  Udd  on  the  soldiery,  either  as  to 
pillage  or  morality. 

The  niean.s  i'ur  laiidini'  these  men  are  the  various  kinds  of 
siiipping  and  small  craft  in  the  different  ports  of  France  and 
Holland,  from  the  Texel  to  Havre  de  Grace ;  and  the  time  will 
be  the  long  and  stonny  nights  in  the  winter  season. 


Mr*  Mankatt  io  Lwd  Oatd«Magh, 

Reddish's  Hotel,  St.  Jama's  Street,  October  26,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord — I  returiieil  from  Stanmer  this  morning,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Pelham,  and  found  upon  my  table  your 
Lordship's  kind  letter. 

Mr.  Pelham,  though  still  better,  is  not  yet  well  enough  to 
return  to  Ireland.  He  u  taking  bark,  and  under  a  eonxse  of 
bathing,  which  he  yery  unwillingly  interrupted  in  order  to 
come  to  town  for  a  day  or  two  to  see  the  Chancellor,  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  fee.  He  will  go  back  to  Stannicr  on  Suntiay 
next,  and  then  I  hope  to  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  Ireland. 
Elliot  is  in  town,  and  Mr.  Pelham  is  now  with  him  at  yonr 
Lordship^s  house. 

I  do  not  yet  know  the  result  of  the  Cabinet,  and  I  «m 
afraid  thai  I  shall  not  be  able  to  learn  it  before  the  post 
goes  out. 

I  believe  that,  bv  some  accident,  the  Lord- Lieutenant  has 
for<;otten  to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  the  King''8 
letters  relative  to  the  vacant  Biahopiic,  and  the  consequent 
arrangement. 
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I  mj  best  respeeta  to  Ltdj  OMtleragh,  ind  remain, 
my  dear  Lonly 

Your  Lordahip^a  vwy  fttthfoll  j, 

Robert  Mabshall. 


Lord  Camdm  to  Lord  Catiierw^JL 

OelobcrS7,1798* 
Dear  Oastleiea^li — am  altaid  yan  can  bardly  ezeaae  me 

for  being  very  uu  Jtiionring  of  your  T©ry  great  punctuality  in 
corrcspoiKlencc.  I  thank  yon  for  your  letter  of  tlie  15th.  I 
r»*ccivL*d  it  at  llulwood,  and  took  care  that  Pitt  should  under- 
stand the  delicacy  of  your  seatiments  without  reading  to  him 
the  letter.  It  is  impossible  you  should  atand  better  with  him 
thao  you  do.  Pelham  has  jiiat  been  with  me.  I  ondentaad 
the  deciflbn  of  hia  mind  wtU  be  to  relin^oiah  the  aitnaUon,  and 
then,  I  trust,  no  great  diffictdty  wUl  occur  herOi  firom  LK>rd 
OoniwaUia  having  expreeaed  ao  yexy  strong  a  wish  in  your 
favour. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  inclined  most  strongly  to  the  U[nion]  on  a 
Protestaat  basis.  We  have  made  Utile  progress  in  our  delibo- 
lationa.  Ever  yours, 

0. 


Mr,  Elliot  to  Lord  CcuUorectffk, 

Clerdand  Sqaaiei  Satord^,  Oelober  97, 1798. 
Hy  dear  Lord  Gastlereagh — As  I  am  going  into  the  eountry 
ht  a  fbw  days,  I  shall  writo  a  few  lines  by  this  poet,  thoa^  I 

have  nothing  of  importance  to  coiiiniuiiicate. 

Pelham  came  to  town  yesterday,  and  looks  perfectly  well. 
TIjc  leaat  busmen,  however,  fatigues  him  j  and,  though  1  un- 
derstand his  physician  has  no  doubt  of  the  perfect  re-eetablish- 
ment  of  his  health  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months,  yet 
he  has  mm  by  no  meana  m  auffieient  degree  of  atieogth  to  jus- 
tify the  resumption  of  his  oflioe.  He  entertains  this  opinion 
himself  and  haa  been  prevented  from  fbroung  bis  final  reso* 
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lation  im  the  sabjeci,  partly  by  the  urgent  aolicitftttoii  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  and  partly  by  an  idea  that  the  Kin^  wished 
hifl  return  to  Ireland.  He  has  also  felt  very  anxious  that 
your  succession  to  him  should  be  completely  asrt  rtained  pre- 
Ttoua  to  his  resignation.  We  propose  going  to  Buistrode  to- 
morrow; but  I  am  confident  the  Duke  will  throw  every  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  Pelbam^s  decision,  and  that  he  will 
not  act  npon  it  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gabinet,  which 
will  probably  not  take  place  tOl  the  middle  of  the  next  month. 
There  was  to  have  been  a  meeting  on  Irish  affairs  on  Wednes- 
day last,  but  so  few  of  the  Ministers  camo  to  town,  that 
nothing  was  done,  and  even  tliose  lew  have  returned  to  the 
oonntry.  The  moment  Pelham^a  iinal  deciaion  is  made,  yoa 
may  depend  on  hearing  from  me. 

From  Balstiode  I  mean  to  go  with  Pelham  to  Brighthelm* 
fltone^  and  pass  a  day  or  two  with  him  and  Lord  and  Lady 
Camden. 

The  public  attention  has  been  much  attmoted  by  the  censure 
on  tlie  members  who  composed  the  Court-martial  on  W^ollaghan. 
There  are  some  persons  here  who  think  the  dissolution  of  the 
Court  too  strong  a  measure ;  but  it  appeals  to  me  that  the 
acquittal  was  so  grossly  in  the  6oe  of  the  eridence^  that  no 
punishment  could  be  too  severe  Ibr  the  conduct  of  the  Court. 


Lord  Cadlerea^/i  to  Mr.  Wickham. 

Dublin  Castle,  October  29, 179a. 

Sir — I  have  been  fiivoured  with  your  letter  of  the  ^ 

enclosing  the  copy  of  one  from  the  American  minister  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  relatiTe  to  the  Irish  State  Prisoners.  The 
neeessaiy  orders  have  in  consequence  been  given  to  prevent 
any  of  these  persons  from  proceeding  to  America,  till  the 
King's  farther  pleasure  be  signified  on  the  subject.  I  fear 
these  gentlemen  are  yet  likely  to  prove  an  embarrassment  to 
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us.  Ezelnsivc  of  t)^'  '  ifrhty,  whoM  oamM  an  sot  forth  in  the 
fiMushmflni  Bill,  from  200  to  BOO  penona  (bom  aontmedbj 
ConrtB-mftrtial  on  eondition  of  bomahmont  for  llft^  oihari 
i^i;auiBt  whom  prooeeatioo  was  diMontinaed  from  donhts  eatM^ 
tiined  of  the  ovidenoe  againit  th«m  being;  eiiffieient  to  oonTict 
them  upon  it)  are  now  coiifuicil  in  ditterent  parts  of  the  kingdom  j 
a  proportion  of  those  in  Dublin  and  u  few  of  tliera  in  the  pro- 
Tincee  are  the  active  and  intilligent  hcad^  of  tiie  party:  the 
remainder  are  inferior,  inaignilicaat  penwma,  yery  little  for- 
midable  from  their  talente. 

I  ondefataad  the  leading  traitots  are  ae  ayerae  to  a  resideiioe 
in  Ameriea»  aa  Gongreeaean  be  to  them.  TheDireotoiy 
in  Kilmainham  deaeribe  the  tyranny  of  the  American  Govern- 
menta  as  not  less  grievous  than  their  own,  and  epeak  of  Adams' 
and  Mr.  Pitt  in  terms  of  eqyal  respect;  tlu  uthers  look  to 
America  as  tlie  only  part  of  tlie  world  where  they  can  settle 
theniHelves  with  any  advantage,  and  I  believe  are  in  general 
aick  of  political  enterprise. 

It  ia  perfoctly  natural  that  America  ahonld  be  Tety  jealooa 
of  reoeiTiog  Iriah  oonvieta;  but,  nnleaa  ahe  prohibita  emi- 
gration from  thia  eonntry  altogether,  ahe  will  in&Uibly  reeeiTo 
United  Irishmen,  and  the  majority  of  onr  priaonera  are  not 
more  dau^rcrous  Lhuii  the  general  class  of  American  settlers. 
Were  it  not  that  the  loyal  would  he  dis<rusted  and  iiidif'naut 
at  their  being  at  large  in  this  kingdom,  the  greater  jai  t  of 
them  might  be  dischaiged  on  bail  without  much  danger  to  the 
State. 

It  wonld  be  rwy  deairable,  for  many  reaaona,  to  get  rid  of 
them  aa  speedily  as  poasible»  aa  it  ia  difficult  to  eonfone  them 
with  the  neoeaaary  precaution  ;  and  the  expenee  of  thia  regi- 
ment of  traitors  exceeds  live-fold  that  of  the  hetst  regiment  in 
the  King  a  Berrice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc 

Ca8TLEB£AGH« 

>  John  Adiin^  the  then  Freadeiit  of  the  United  Slatea. 
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Lord  CaatkNogh  to  Mr*  WiManu 

Priyate.  Dublin,  October  29,  1798. 

Sir — I  understand  from  Captain  Taylor  lliat  he  h^s  trans- 
mitted to  you  the  substance  of  the  intelligence  this  day  re- 
ceived from  the  West.  I  forbear  repeating  it.  If  the  com- 
DUmder  of  the  Fox  is  founded  in  his  report  of  the  shipe  being 
Fracfaf  the  aqnadzon  oomeponds  in  number,  though  not  in 
point  of  deeeription,  with  the  Dnokirk  aqnudron,  which,  from 
the  Scotch  aeconnts,  appears  to  haye  passed  northward  some 
days  since.  If  they  are  really  eneuiieti,  I  do  not  expect  to 
hear  of  thoir  landinjr  a  man. 

Many  thanks  for  the  intelligence  from  the  Mediterranean. 
The  secret  intelligence  commanicated  by  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  Anacreon  has  been  receiyed*  I  shall  have  proper  inqniiy 
made  on  board  any  of  the  prizes  which  may  arrive  in  the 
ports  of  this  kmgdom  ibr  the  persons  stated  to  have  sailed 
with  the  Brest  expedition :  his  account  of  the  names  assumed 
by  the  traitors  who  accompanied  Humbert  is  correct,  though  I 
may  doubt  La  Rooho  beinj;  Byrone;  he  was  dismissed  by  Mr. 
Cooke,  with  the  other  uilicers,  having  sati.sfied  him  tliat  ho 
had  been  bom  in  France  of  English  parents.  I  am  told  there 
is  an  Irish  priest  of  the  name  of  Long  amongst  the  officers 
sent  from  hence  to  Liyerpool.  I  hope  to  send  yon  a  descrip- 
tion of  his  person  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
Oastlereagh. 

Mr.  MankaU  to  Lord  CadUmgh. 

Rcddisb's  Hotel,  St.  James's  Street,  October  29,  1798. 
My  dear  Lord — 1  had  nothing  satisfactory  to  write  about 
last  Saturday ;  and  this  day  I  am  obliged  to  say  the  same 
thing,   Mr.  Pelham  and  Elliot  went  to  the  Dnke  of  Port- 
land's at  BuJstrode  yesterday,  and  returned  to  town  this 
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morning.  They  have  just  left  me.  Mr.  PeUuun  inlbniis  me 
thalfitMn  the  miniBton  not  htning  yet  been  able  to  hm  m  fuSi 
meeiiiigiii  London,  tbinga  are  atiU,  withngvd  toapurticQlar 
BMiaitte,  newly  in  iloto 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Pelham's  return  immediateltfj  it  is 

quite  out  of  the  question,  as  he  tells  me,  fnjin  the  state  of  \uh 
Iiealth ;  and  he  Uiuxkfl  his  retimi  at  a  ^lure  day  m  uu- 
certain. 

I  understand  that  Sir  John  Pamell  is  here,  or,  lalher,  at 
Hampetend,  with  his  daughter.  He  has  not  aeen  anybody 
yet.  I  betiere  Mr.  Pitt  is  reiy  deaions  of  knowing  from  him 
what  money  ia  wanted  for  Irehmd.  Your  Lordship  irill  be 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  able  to  raise  so  much  of  the 
supplies  within  the  year  as  to  liavc  occasion  borrow  only 
fifteen  niillious.  From  the  t^  upon  income,  he  expccU  ti^hi 
millions ;  from  the  convoy  tax,  two  millions :  and  from  the 
other  sobsistiog  taxes,  the  remainder  of  the  supplies,  all  bat 
the  fifteen  millions,  which  he  is  to  raise  by  a  loan. 

Mr.  Pelham  nnderstands  that  Sir  John  talks  of  going  to 
Lisbon  with  Miss  PamelL  If  it  should  be  so,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
thinks  it  would  afford  a  good  opening  for  proposing  to  him  the 
arrangement  in  que^ition. 

I  remain,  my  Lord,  veiy  fiuthfully  yours, 

B.  Mabshall. 

PS.  Mr.  Pelham  recommends  my  postponing  my  journey 
to  Wednesday  next.  He  goes  to  Stanroer  to-morrow.  Mr. 
Elliot  will  write  to  your  Lordship  about  some  anangementa 
the  moment  they  are  all  decided  upon. 


Mr.  Wickkam  to  Lard  CatUermpk. 

Wliitehall,  Octul^r  ao,  1 798. 
My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  send  your  Lordship  en- 
closed, by  the  Duke  of  Portland's  direction,  for  the  infonnation 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant^  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  8ir  James 
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Oranfiird  to  Lord  Grenville,  relating  to  the  present  plans  and 
occupation  of  Mr.  Duckett,  who  is  still  at  HaTnbur<j. 

Advice  was  this  day  received  at  the  Admiralty  that  two 
Dutch  frigates  full  of  troops  had  escaped  from  tlie  Tcxel, 
bound  for  Ireland,  and  that  one  of  them  had  been  taken,  after 
a  short  action,  by  his  Majesty'^s  fiigate  the  Sirias,  and  that 
there  were  great  hopes  that  the  other  would  be  taken  also. 
The  Loire,  which  has  been  brought  into  Plymonth  by  the 
Anson,  is  the  fHgate  that  engaged  the  Mermaid. 

I  iiuve  the  honour  to  be,  fee, 

William  Wick  ham. 

EtBtrud  (ff  a  Letter  from  Sir  James  Craufnrd  to  Lord  Gren- 
9iUe,  dated  Hamburg,  OOober  23, 1798. 

I  had  the  honour  to  reoef  to  b^esterday'*8  post  yonr  Lord- 
ship^s  despatch.  No.  17 1  and,  in  obedience  to  his  Majcsty'^s 
commandB  therein  comTnnmcated  to  me,  I  shall  abstain  iVom 

any  measures  against  Dik  kett,  continuinf;,  at  the  same  time,  to 
have  him  narrowly  watclied,  which  I  hitherto  liave  so  com- 
pletely,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  single  ^tep  which  he  has  taken 
since  he  has  been  at  Harobarg  with  which  T  am  unacquainted. 
His  views  for  the  present  seem  to  be  turned  principally  towards 
his  Majesty's  dockyards,  and  not  choosing  to  venture  in 
England  himself,  he  is  very  desirous  of  getting  over  hither 
some  one  of  those  evil-disposed  persons  whom  he  knows  to  be 
employed  in  the  dockyards,  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  with 
him  the  means  of  setting  them  on  fire.  He  pretends  to  be 
entnisted  with  a  eonsiderabh*  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose 
by  the  Directory ;  but  I  believe  him  in  this  respect  to  exagge- 
rate greatly,  though  undoubtedly,  if  he  could  hold  out  any 
reasonable  phm  to  the  French  Government,  pecuniary  means 
would  not  be  wanting.  Not  but  that  he  is  in  vety  little 
esteem  in  France,  and  is  particularly  ill  with  Talleyrand.  His 
principal  supporter  is  Bmeys,  brother  to  the  deceased  admiral, 
and  w)io  was  Minister  of  the  Marine.  He  pretends  that,  iu 
VOL.  L  £  fi 
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ease  of  a  Bacoemfiil  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Frendi  to  land 
is  Ireland,  liie  objeet  would  be  to  get  over  to  that  eovntry ; 

bat  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  leani  ;uiy  particulars 
respcptiiig  Ills  comiiiisr^iini.  He  affects  much  .socnry,  even 
with  those  with  whom  he  Uvee  in  the  greatest  intimacy.  He 
has  of  hkte  been  in  correspondenoe  with  Holt,  the  Rebel  chiel^ 
who,  tbroogh  him,  has  been  preaaing  the  Fieneh  for  asBiataDee. 
He  aaya  that  there  are  S500  land  troops  on  board  the  aqnadron 
which  ktely  sailed  from  Breet,  but  that  thej  have  French 
nniforms  for  7000  men,  with  the  view,  as  he  pretends,  of 
clothing  the  first  bodies  of  Irish  tliat  might  join  them  in  tlie 
same  way  as  their  own  troops,  and  tlms,  a  mimemiis  luniy 
appearing  in  French  uniforms,  of  impressing  the  Irish  nation 
at  Ingd  with  an  idea  that  they  had  knded  %  eonnderablo 
foroe.   

iMrd  CoMOtrm^^to  Mr.  Wiekkam. 

DvUin  OMtle,  Oetober  31, 1796. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  it  appears  the 
FreTifli  squadron  sailed  from  Killala  Bay,  on  the  moniing  of 
the  28th.  The  Canada,  Foudroyant,  Mermaid,  and  Hazard, 
sailed  from  Longh  Swiliy  on  the  same  day,  at  two  o^olock,  ia 
qnest  of  them.  The  Annesley  cutter,  on  the  26th,  foil  in  with 
the  Berolutiomiaire,  Nalade,  the  Sylph,  ten  leagues  north  of 
Kilhihi ;  the  nest  day  saw  the  French  ships  anchor  in  Killala 
Bay.  The  Penguin  sloop  being  in  company,  proceeded  in  quest 
of  the  above  frigates,  the  Annesley  for  Lough  Swiliy,  giving 
Sir  John  Warren  the  earliest  intuUigence. 

Admiral  Kingsmill  informs  me  that  Captain  Homers  sqna* 
dron  is  still  off  the  Stags  of  Broadhayen.  Upon  receipt  of  my 
letter,  informing  him  of  the  enemy'^a  arrival,  he  despatched 
Lord  A.  Beanderk  to  join  three  frigates  then  oroizing  between 
Cape  Clear  and  the  Shannon,  with  orders  to  off  Killala  in 
quest  of  the  enemy.  Unless  the  French  »hipft  have  taken  a 
course  direct  to  the  westward,  they  must  be  met  with. 
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I  bec^  you  will  commnnieate  the  above  iDfomuitioii  to  his 

Grace  tlie  Duke  of  Portland. 

I.  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Castlbrbaqu. 

Mr*  Pelham  to  Lord  Ctutkreagh. 

Stamner,  Norember  28,  179S. 
My  dear  Lord  Castlereaprh — have  at  last  received  by  this 

morning's  post  the  Duke  of  Portland's  permission  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  declined  returninfr  to  Ireland — a  detenni nation  which 
the  critical  state  of  my  health  has  tbrced  upon  me.  f  confess  that 
I  have  long  foreseen  my  inability  to  resume  the  labour  you  must 
now  BO  well  understand ;  bat,  as  long  as  it  was  wished  by  those 
whose  optmons  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  that  I  should 
delay  the  deeision,  I  oould  not  refiise  oomplianoe  with  their 
wish ;  knowing  that  in  your  hands  the  publie  service  was  losing 
nothinjr,  and  bein^r  assured  by  yourself  that  you  were  among 
tiie  uiii -t  strenuous  in  wisliing  for  niy  return.  I  have  not  the 
presumption  to  attribute  your  continuance  in  so  arduous  and 
responsible  a  situation  to  motives  of  peisonal  regard  and  friend- 
ship fiyr  me;  at  the  same  time,  feeling  how  strongly  these  mo- 
tives operated  upon  yon  in  the  eommeneement,  I  eannot  help 
wishing  that  yon  should  be  strongly  impressed  with  a  notion 
of  my  gratitude,  ami  the  satisfaction  I  entertain  in  the  pro- 
spect that  this  sinflrnlar  kind  of  connexion  may  be  productive 
of  the  most  lasting  and  intimate  correspondence  between  us. 

If  I  had  returned  to  Ireland,  it  would  have  been  my  wish 
to  have  made  our  politieal  and  official  oonnezion  as  close  as 
possible,  as  Marshall  has  already  explained  to  yon.  I  can  now 
only  say  Aat  I  shall  sincerely  rejoice  in  every  opportunity  of 
cementing  our  private  firiendship.  I  had  mentioned  this  subject 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  approved  of  my  plan  entirely : 
it  is  needless  to  say  more  upon  it  at  present,  excepting  as  far 
as  it  is  connected  with  another  subject  which  I  know  you  have 
much  at  heart— •!  mean,  an  English  peerage. 
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I  hild  an  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
my  opinion  of  yuur  claims  to  that  Jii,niity  if  tlie  Union  took 
place,  and  T  had  the  Ratisfartion  of  hearing  the  Duko  >ay,  in 
the  most  unequivocal  terms,  that  it  was  a  thing  to  be  expected 
that  Lord  Londonderry  wonhl  aspire  to ;  and  that  your  con- 
duct had  cctabiishcd  the  chum  beyond  a  doubt.  You  may  sup- 
pose that  I  did  not  presume  to  say  more,  having  no  right  to 
urge  upon  the  score  of  private  friends] lip  what  public  services 
supported  you  in. 

It  will  bo  necessary  that  we  should  make  some  domestic 
arrangenieut^  about  my  esiablishments  at  Dublin  and  in  the 
Park.  I  enclose  a  letter  to  my  servaut,  mtbrming  him  that  I 
shall  not  return  to  Ireland,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
send  to  him,  when  you  choose  to  have  my  decision  known. 
Marshall  was  kind  enough  to  assist  Lord  Milton  and  me  upon 
a  similar  occasion,  and  I  am  sure  ihat  he  will  ftel  as  much 
disposed  to  give  us  his  assistunce. 

Lord  Camden  j^roiiiised  to  write  to  Lord  Coniwallis.  reconi- 
mending  a  pension  for  General  iiude :  it  was  at  the  Duke  of 
York'^s  desire  I  applied  to  Lord  Camden  two  years  a^jo,  and  by 
some  accident  it  was  forgotten.  The  General  was  Sab-govcmor 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  York,  and,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Duke  and  the  General,  the  closest  intimacy  has  subsisted 
ever  since :  he  htm  a  very  small  income,  and,  being  in  the  Hano- 
verian service,  the  Duke  can  do  nothing  for  him  hure,  and  t  he 
assessed  taxes  have  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  carriage,  wliicii, 
at  his  time  of  life,  is  a  serious  inconvenience.  I  wish  you  would 
bring  the  subject  before  Lord  Cornwallis,  and,  if  you  think  it  ne- 
cessary or  desirable,  1  will  write  to  his  Excellency ;  but  I  confess 
that  I  feel  that  I  have  very  little  claim  upon  him  for  fiivours 
at  the  moment  of  my  quitting  his  service :  at  the  same  time, 
I  wish  you  to  understand  that  I  feel  no  reserve  or  coldness  to 
him,  or  any  scruple  about  acknowledging  an  obligation  to 
him. 

Marshall  and  Aldridge  are,  I  hope,  beyond  anything  but  my 
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good  wiflheB,  whieh  they  will  ever  poeBoaa  m  the  higBeBt  de* 
gree.  Elliot  is  in  the  house  with  me,  and  I  have  shown  him 
this  letter  as  fiir  as  T  have  written,  which  it  is  necessary  that 

I  should  mention,  in  order  to  account  for  the  conclusion  of  this 
letter,  which  lie  will  not  see.  You  would  otherwise  naturally 
expect  that,  if  I  had  any  wish  about  Elliot,  it  should  precede 
every  other:  Elliot,  as  you  know,  was  thought  of  for  the  office 
of  Chief  Secretary,  when  Lord  Camden  first  came  over:  his 
taloits  and  his  Yirtues  I  need  not  dilate  upon  in  writing  to 
you  :  )ny  affeetion  for  him,  ray  veneration  for  his  eharaeter,  and 
my  attachment  to  him,  must  be  so  well  known  to  you  that  you 
cannot  doubt  how  much  my  interest  and  hapj)ine8.s  is  connected 
with  everythinor  that  can  promote  his.  At  the  same  time,  I 
know  his  delicacy  to  be  such  that  I  have  never  ventured  to  ask 
him  whether  he  wished  for  anything.  Ho  has  a  small,  indepen- 
dent fbrtone,  to  which  an  addition  eould  not  but  be  acceptable ; 
and,  as  all  his  predecessors  in  office  have  received  some  perma* 
nent  establishment,  it  would  give  me  very  sincere  satisfeetion 
and  conitbrt,  if  I  could  bo  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  Jiiai  thu 
offer  of  some  eniploynicnt  that  he  miirht  retain  after  he  quits 
his  office.  Upon  this  sul>juut  al.so  I  wish  you  would  commu- 
nicate with  Lord  Ooriiwallis :  I  will  write  to  him  upon  it,  but, 
in  my  first  letter,  I  did  not  like  to  have  the  appearance  of  im- 
portunity, even  upon  this  subject,  which,  I  am  sure,  you  will  • 
agree  with  me  in  thinking  requires  no  apology. 
Be  assured  that  I  am,  &o«, 

T.  Pelham. 

Mr.  Mlict  to  Lwd  Cottier eagh. 

Stanmer,  November  2,  1798. 
My  dear  Lord  Oastlereagh — Pelham  did  not  receive  until 
this  morning  the  Duke  of  PortUnd''s  permission  to  announce 
to  you  the  result  of  our  visit  to  Bulstrode.  He  has,  however, 
I  find,  written  to  you  so  fiilly  on  this  point  by  to-night's  post, 
that  1  have  nothing  to  add,  except  to  express  tlie  sincere  6atis- 
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fiusiion  1  reoeire  horn  knowing  thai  the  tow  of  hu  sonrioee  is 
to  be  enpplied  in  the  only  manner  in  which  h  eoold  have  been 
efleetiyely  repaired. 

I  rode  yesterday  to  Brighthelnwtone,  to  see  Lord  and  Lady 

Oamdeu.  The  public  mind  is  more  alive  than  1  cuulii  possibly 
have  ifiia^iued  to  the  prociH-ilinirs  oi  the  Oourt-martial  on 
Wo1]a«rhau  ;  aod  1  really  hope  you  will  furnish  me  with  a 
brie(  from  which  I  may  speak  on  tho  subject. 

At  present,  I  ha?e  no  other  information  than  that  whieh  i 
have  ooUeeted  from  the  newspapers ;  aod  from  thia  sonree  of 
intelligenee  I  have  formed  an  opinion  ▼ery  different  from  that 
which  seems  to  be  generally  entertained.  The  verdict  appears 
to  me  to  liavx'  boon  so  directly  repugnant  to  the  Avlmlc  t rigour 
of  the  evidence,  that  I  cunn  >t  lielp  attributing  it  to  some  poli- 
tical or  party  motive ;  and,  if  there  is  any  foundation  for  this 
eonjectnre»  Lord  OomwaUis  appears  to  me  to  have  aeted  meet 
jadieionsly  in  so  severely  eensaiing  and  discountenancing  the 
oondnct  of  the  Court.  It  is  more  than  ever  oar  policy  to 
preserve  and  maintain  the  character  of  our  military  tri- 
bunals. 

Farewell.  I  am  in  great  haste,  and  have  only  time  to  add 
that  I  am,  &c.,    W.  E. 

[IndufM^d — In  Mr.  iiuiikuii>ou'«%  November  2,  1798.] 

JnformaHon  rmeiwifnm  Mr,  Lawmen  Qrenagery  a  noltM  ^ 
Xfanta^y  hut  who  U  now  9Med  m  and  married  to  a  wman 

That,  when  a  prize-master  to  a  vessel  captured  by  the  Dublin 
Volunteer,  a  privateer  htted  out  ot  Guernsey,  he  was  made  a 
prisoner  by  a  French  brig  and  conducted  to  Bayonne,  when 
he  was  confined  in  prison :  that,  on  the  25th  of  Angnst  last, 
he  made  his  escape  and  proceeded  to  Bilboa  in  Spain,  where  he 
found  a  Danish  vessel,  the  master  of  which  received  him  on 
board  and  took  him  to  the  Isle  of  Rh^,  where  thi  v  took  a  h>;*d 
of  salt.    That  au  embargo  was  laid  ou  the  ve&sel,  aud  she  was 
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preY«Dted  from  leaviog  the  place  from  the  5th  to  the  16th 
Oetober  last,  owing  to  seren  frigates  intending  to  sail  from 
Boohelle^  with,  it  was  said,  1200  aoldiera  on  hoard,  hr  Irehmd 
—that  he  actually  saw  the  seven  frigatee  with  troops  sail  the 

12th  instaut  j — that  he  heard  they  were  to  coast  along  Spain, 
to  avoid  the  Enjrlish  cnii;£er8 ; — that,  on  the  15th  following, 
the  Danish  vessel  was  permitted  to  leave  the  Isle  of  Rh^,  and 
he  came  on  board  off  Porthwd,  where  he  Unded  the  25th  of  this 
month ;  the  Teaael  then  proceeded  on  her  voyage— that  when 
at  the  Isle  of  Bh^  he  heard  twelve  French  frigates  were  fitting 
out  with  the  utmost  expedition  at  Bonrdeaux,  and  were  to  eatl 
with  troops  and  c^arry  them  to  Irelaud,  and  also  tliat  many 
more  shipa  were  to  sail  from  lir^  ^t  with  troops  for  Ireland,  in 
addition  to  those  already  ^ono  there — that  12,000  men  were 
raising  (of  the  new  requisition)  about  Bochelle  to  serve  as 
soldiers. 

Litrd  C€uUenaffk  to  Mr.  WickAam. 

Secret  Dablin  Oastk,  Novemlier  S,  1798. 

Sir — 1  understand  from  Captain  Taylor,  that  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  has  been  pleased  to  recoiiiuu  nd  an  arranfjement  in  favour 
of  Major  Sirr,  higiiiy  advantageouB  to  his  interest.  The 
services  Major  Sirr '  lia<;  rendered  to  the  King^s  Government, 
since  I  have  been  in  office,  are  such  as  to  make  me  feel  it  an 
incumbent  duty  to  bear  testimony,  in  the  strongest  tenns,  to 
his  merits. 

From  the  want  of  any  efficient  system  of  poliee  in  this  city, 
he  ha,s  been  constantly  employed  confidentially  by  Government, 
on  every  oc(^i>ion  wliicli  called  for  great  perf?onal  exertions, 
discretion,  and  courage  |  his  life  has  frequently  been  exposed, 
particularly  in  the  arrest  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  I  can 
truly  state  that^  during  the  most  trying  period  of  public  danger, 
the  metropolis  was  peculiarly  indebted  for  its  tranquillity  to 

^  Major  Sirr  was  I'uwn  Major  of  the  city  oi  Dubiiu,  aud  Mr.  Swan 
assiatant  or  second  Town  Major. 
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the  uuceiLsiiii:  activity  of  Major  Sirr.  as8ij»tc<l  by  Mr.  Swan, 
who  80  Dearly  loai  h'm  lite  iu  tlmt  same  titruggic,  which  proved 
filtal  to  Mr.  Byau,  and  in  which  Major  Siir  waa  exposed  to 
▼ery  imminent  danger. 

Permit  me  to  request  that  jon  will  oommmueate  the  abore 
to  the  Duke  of  Porthmd,  and  aasore  hia  Graee,  that  the  King 
haa  not  a  more  fiuthful  offieer  than  Major  Sirr  in  his  servioe. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Castlersaoh. 


Lard  Cantden  to  Lord  CoiUUrmyh. 

ScoKt.  '  Brighthehiiitgiie»  NoTember  4, 1798. 

Dear  Gastlereagh — Iietters  from  Pelham  and  from  EUiot 
will  have  informed  you  of  Pelham^s  having  declined  to  retain 

to  Irel«id :  I  did  not,  therefore,  think  it  necessary  to  write  to 
you  upon  the  subject.  I  understand  \jotA  Coniwallia  feels  as 
he  ought  to  do  towards  you.  Mr.  Pitt  is  disposed,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  your  appointment ;  and,  although  I  believe  there 
are  others  who  entertain  strong  prejudices  against  the  iq^int- 
ment  of  an  Irishman  to  be  Secretary  to  the  Lord*Lieutenantf 
yet  your  merits  will,  I  doubt  not,  overcome  these  objections. 

And,  now  the  field  seems  to  be  open  to  you,  I  hardly  know 
how  to  congratulate  you  upon  it,  not  trom  any  fear  of  your 
[not]  doini;  yourselt"  credit,  as  tar  as  your  i»wn  ability  is  con- 
cerned, but  trom  tho  j^reat  difiiculty  you  will  have  to  contend 
with. 

By  a  short  letter  I  wrote  to  you,  you  may  have  perceived  the 
opinion  I  entertain  of  the  letter  written  by  Cbptain  Taylor  to 
General  Craig.*  I  think  the  ends  of  justice  would  have  been  com- 

'  The  letter  aildr^ed  by  his  Ex«;neuc\'>  dinrtiotis  to  Sir  .James  Craip, 
President  of  the  Court*  martial,  by  his  Private  ^Secretary,  wm  w  follows : 

DnbUn  Castle^  October  18. 
Having  laid  before  tbe  Ldd^Lieutenant  the  prooeeduig9  of  a  Court* 
martial  held  by  your  ocdert  in  Dublin  Barracks,  on  Saturday  the  18th 
instaot,  of  which  Cohmel  the  Earl  of  finniikOlea  ii  Prvndent,  I  ua 
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pletely  answered  hy  «  diaapprobation  of  the  seutenoe,  ma  the 
eaee  peifectly  clear;  and  the  warmest  advocate  for  discipline 
must  have  heen  satisfied  with  the  fiuther  step  of  dissolviiii^^  the 

Court-martial :  but,  to  add  that  no  member  who  had  sat  on  that 
Guurt-martial  should  be  chosen  for  the  future  ones,  is  v(  ly 
severe.  I  have,  from  the  first  monient  of  reading  the  sentuuce, 
felt  upon  it  as  1  now  do,  and  my  sentiments  are  by  no  means 
changed.  How  long  is  it^  my  dear  Lord  C.»  since  w$  ordered 
an  e&dnaiTe  armament  of  supplementary  yeomen  in  the  North, 
and  of  Mr.  Beresford^s  corps  in  Dublin !  How  many  months 
have  elapsed  since  we  could  nd  decidedly  trust  any  bodies 
ul  iiicii  bat  those  who  are  now  so  highly  disapproved  of. 
Tliat  the  violence  of  .some  of  the  partisana  of  tlie  Protestant 
interest  should  be  repressed,  I  believe  you  know  1  sincerely 
think,  but  that  a  condemnation  of  them  should  take  [)lace  will 
infinitely  hurt  the  English  interest  in  Ireland.  All  these  cir- 
cumstances make  me  fed  leas  rejoiced  than  I  should  otherwise 
do  at  an  event  which  you  so  much  deserre,  and  I  am  truly 
sorry  that  my  feelings  and  my  reflections  both  urj^e  me  to 
write  at)  I  have  done  upon  this  subject.    I  hardly  know  iiow 

desired  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Excellency  ctitircly  disapprovcH  uf  the 
sentenee  uf  the  above  Court-nuurtial,  acquitting  Hugh  WoUaghan  of  a 
cruel  sad  deliberate  mufder,  of  wliich,by  tbe  doiettevideiiee,  he  appears 
to  have  been  guilty. 

Lord  ComwaUla  oiden  the  Coort-martial  to  he  immediatdy  diMolTcd, 
and  direets  tbat  Hugh  WoUagbaa  ahall  be  dianrisfied  firom  the  coips  of 
yeomaniy  in  which  he  aenred,  and  that  he  ahall  not  be  received  into  any 
ether  eofpa  of  yeomamy  in  the  kingdom. 

His  Excellency  fiufher  desires,  that  the  above  may  be  read  to  the 
Ftcflideat  and  raemberB  of  the  Coort-raartial  in  open,  court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Lieut-QeDeral  Craig.  H.  Tatlob,  Sec 

PS,  T  am  also  directed  to  desire  that  a  new  Court-martial  may  l)c  im- 
mediately convened  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoner^  as  may  be  broufflit 
iK'f'ure  them,  and  that  none  of  the  othcers  who  sat  n^iou  Hugh  WoUaghan 
be  admitted  m  niembers. 
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to  write  it  nnder  yoar  cireanutuioee ;  bat  I  rather  eonjeetan, 
ttota  your  silenoe,  that  your  opinion  on  thii  lotter  ia  not  widely 

different. 

Tho  great  iiuestion  of  Uniou  will  be  hart  by  this  measure, 
as,  liowover  unjustht,  it  will  indispuse,  I  fear,  a  very  im- 
portaat  party  tu  wliatever  seenus  to  bt)  a  tavourite  measure  of 
GoTemment.  The  Ust  attempt  at  invasion  ie  only  what  could 
have  been  deeired,  I  think  you  are  eafe  for  some  month«»  but 
1  do  not  think  the  Freneh  will  give  up  their  attempte. 

I  go  to  town  in  about  a  week,  in  order  to  be  in  the  way  at 
the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

Ever  believe  me  most  affeetionately  yours, 

  Oamokn. 

Mr,  EUiot  to  Lord  VaHler^k, 

BrfghtheliMtone,  Novanbar  4, 1798. 
My  dear  Lord  Gaetlereagh— Your  letters  of  the  27th  and 

29tli  of  the  last  month  reached  me  yesterday.  The  new  inva- 
sion does  not  alarm  us.  Our  only  apprehension  is,  that  the 
French,  on  learning  the  fate  of  the  former  expedition,  will  quit 
the  coaat,  and,  by  stretching  themselvee  westward,  escape  our 
emisers* 

Complaints  have  oome  from  Ireland  in  wious  letters.  They 
have  not  been  addressed  immediately  to  any  of  the  Ministers ; 
but,  nevertheless,  they  will  indirectly  prodace  effiset.    If  the 

Ministers  here  co-operate  with  Lord  Coniwallis  steadily  and 
cordially,  thu  lirniness  and  integrity  of  his  cliaracter  will,  T 
am  persuaded,  easily  overcome  tlie  little  petulant  lactions  with 
wliich  he  is  now  embarrassed.  If  he  receives  only  a  languid 
and  feeble  support,  and  should  ultimately  retire  in  disgust,  I, 
for  one,  shall  most  sincerely  lament  the  injuiy  which  the 
Empire  will  sustain  from  such  an  event. 

As  Lord  Comwallis  must  bo  too  much  occupied  to  write  to 
England  fnMjuontly  himself,  1  (  aituoi  lielji  tliinkinir  it  might  bo 
advisable  cithor  that  Taylor  t^huuld  prepare  despatches  for  his 
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rignatttfe,  oontainitig  the  defcftil  of  all  mnto,  or  thai  you  ehonld 
take  the  oomepondenoe  wholly  into  yonr  own  hands.  There 
is  a  great  thirst  for  Irish  news,  even  on  the  most  trivial  occur- 
rence, and,  if  the  Ministers  do  uot  receive  it  ftuiii  tliu  Castle, 
they  may  obtain  it  throuirh  channels  >vliich  do  not  always  con- 
vey their  intelligeuce  with  represeutatious  the  most  friendly  to 
the  Iri«h  Government. 

There  ia  nothing  new  on  the  aubject  of  the  Union.  1  be- 
lieve I  foigot  to  tell  yon  that  Lord  Sheffield  had,  in  the  begin- 
ningf  of  the  kat  week,  a  letter  from  the  Speaker,  not  written  in 
the  best  humour.  He  also,  I  understood,  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
iu  answer  to  ins  invitation,  and  referred  him  for  his  sentinieuts 
to  a  lonw  letter  which  he  had  addressed  to  Lord  Auckland.  It 

o 

appears  very  dubious  whether  he  will  be  prevailed  on  to  como 
to  London.  I  do  not  know  the  contents  of  hia  letter  to  Lord 
Anekland,  bnt  believe  he  is  adverse  to  a  Union. 

Farewell.  I  ahall  sleep  to-night  at  Bei^te,  and  shall  be  in 
town  to-morrow.  If  I  should  have  any  thing  worth  eommmii- 
eating,  1  will  write  tu  you  from  thence;  but  I  am  merely 
going  on  private  business,  and  do  not  propose  stayinnr  more 
than  a  day.  None  of  the  Ministers  are  in  town  except  W  lud- 
ham,  who  came  from  Norfolk  only  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  have 
not  yet  seen  him.  Dundas  has  been  indisposed  on  hie  way 
from  Scotkuid,  and,  I  believe,  is  not  yet  arrived. 

Believe  me  ever,  &c., 
  W.E. 

Mr,  Wkkhamto  Lord  Catthreagk. 
Private.  Whitehall,  5th  November,  1798. 

My  Lord — 1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship 
that  the  Admiralty  has  received  a  regular  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  two  Dutch  fingatee  which  are  brought  into  Grimsby 
Road.  The  Furie  had  on  board  165  French  troops  and  4000 
stand  of  ar»n8;  tho  \\  iiakzaniheid.  122  French  troops  and 
2000  stand.    They  had  been  waiting  their  opportunity  siuce 
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the  21st  of  July,  and  gave  out  that  they  wm  going  to  tho 
West  Indiee. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  &c., 

WUUAM  WlCKHAM. 

Lord  CarmoaUU  to  Lord  CwiUoroagk, 

Phoenix        November  7cb,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord — Yesterday  momiu!*  I  rewived  a  note  from 
the  Speaker,  aunnmiciiig  his  .mivul  in  DiiMiu  his  way  to 
Eii«;laii<l,  hikI  ntVcrinLT  to  wait  on  mo,  according  to  my  request, 
previouii  U>  hU  departure.  He  professed  himfiolf  to  be  averse 
to  the  measure  in  question,  but  did  not  appear  to  speak  in 
terms  of  violent  hostility.  I  had  afterwards  a  oonTorsation 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  dissatis&etion,  whieh  terminated 
very  amicably,  and  we  shook  hands  and  parted  rery  good 
friendf. 

I  had  writt«  n  so  far  when  the  letters  of  the  three  En<2;h*sh 
mailn  were  brought  in,  and  I  opened  one  t'rom  Mr.  IV'lhain, 
notifying  his  resignation  of  his  office.  You  well  know  my 
wishes  about  the  succession,  and  I  shall  by  this  night's  packet 
repeat  my  earnest  request  on  this  point. 

COBNWALLIS. 

Lord  ComwaUit  to  Lord  Coitleroapk, 

Thursday  Niglit,  November  8. 
Mv  dear  Lord — 1  liavo  the  greatest  pleaj^ure  in  transmitting 
the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  trom 
the  Duke  of  Porthind,  and  which  I  have  barely  time  to  send 
to  the  post. 

^  Yours  veiy  sincerely, 

Ck>BNWALL18. 

Eatract  of  the  Duke  of  ForUand'*  Letter. 

3fd  Kovember,  1798. 
But,  as  this  employment  cannot  remain  vacant,  the  estima- 
tion iu  wliich  your  Excellency  appcans  most  deservedly  to 
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hold  Lord  Oastleroagh,  and  the  preference  yon  have  given  me 

to  understand  you  should  think  liim  entitled  to,  in  case  the 
melancholy  ovent  wliidi  I  have  stated  to  you  sliould  take 
place,  make  nic  couciude  that  it  will  prove  most  agreeable  to 
your  Excellency  to  desire  him  to  accept  the  office,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  bo  well  diBchai|;ed  daring  Mr.  Pelham^a 
illneis.  The  experience  also  which  hia  Majesty  has  of 
Lord  Gaatlereagh,  by  the  proo6  he  has  given  during  that 
period  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  and  the  general  good 
character  he  possesses,  have  disposed  his  Majesty  to  com- 
mand nie  to  signify  to  your  Excellency,  that,  if  you  incline 
to  give  Lord  Gastlereairh  the  appointment  of  Chief  Secre- 
tary, it  is  a  measure  which  will  have  the  Ml  sanction  of 
his  Majesiy^s  approbation,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding^ 
that  there  appears  to  me  evety  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
contribute  as  much  to  the  credit  of  your  Excellencj^s  admi- 
nistration as  to  your  own  personal  satisfaction  and  the  ease 
of  your  mind. 


JiJr.  Cooke  to  Lord  CaHlereaph, 

CmUc  8th  November,  1798. 
My  dear  Lord^No  packet — detain  Taylor  tells  me  he  is 

going  away.    Hewgill  is  to  be  Deputy  Barraek-master-General 

in  Enirland,  and  the  Duku  <>f  York  lias  nent  for  Taylor.  This 
is  not  yet  public.  Lord  ('ornwallis  will  let  Taylor  go  so  so<)n 
as  he  is  provided.  I  like  Taylor  much,  and  am  therefore  sorry 
to  lose  him. 

I  shall  wish  your  Lordship  to  think  vety  seriously  indeed 
of  your  situation.  My  opinion  is,  that  affairs  here  are  growing 
more  politically  unsettled  from  day  to  day. 

«   Nothing  is  yet  determined  by  the  IJar  as  to  the  meeting  on 
the  Union  queatiou.    I  yesterday  fought  Saurin  against  meet- 
ing in  uniform,  which  he  was  up  to. 
I  have  nothing  curious  from  England. 
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I  Ymre  Mi  tune  to-n^lit  to  fblfil  my  imprudent  {yronuM. 

Ever  moit  truly, 

E.  Cooke. 

Siiio('  writing  the  above,  the  packet  is  arriTed,  but  I  liave 
DO  letters. 


Mr.  Wkkham  to  Lord  Cattioroasik, 
Secret.  WhildMU,  8th  NOTcmher,  1790. 

My  Lord — I  Iiave  the  Duke  of  Portland''s  directions  to 
transuiit  to  your  Lordsliip,  tor  the  information  of  liis  Excel- 
lency the  Lord-Lieuti  naot,  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter, 
eontaining  some  lotelligeaoe  which  is  derived  from  the  most 
anthentie  soarce. 

I  havB  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

WlLUAM  WiCKHAM. 

JSittraetofa  Letter, 

8tb  NoTember,  1798. 
Masrnire,  Hamilton,  Corbet,  and  Delaney,  are  certainly 

with  Tone  and  Lrwens,  and  perliaps  Lowry,  who  sroes  by  the 
name  of  Black,  and  Uailey.  \\'hcn  Tandy  niused  to  take 
them  in  his  expedition,  they  were  divided  whether  to  go  to  the 
Texel  or  Brest. 

Mr.  Wot  to  Lord  CatOtreagh. 
Private.  Cleveland  Square,  Friday,  IHh  November,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord  Castlereairh — Th(»u<:h  I  have  little  chance 
of  saving  the  post,  yet  I  shall  write  a  few  linee  this  evening, 
because  I  propose  going  into  the  country  early  to-monow 
morning.   I  have,  however,  very  little  to  communicate. 

A  Hambuig  mail,  just  arrived,  brings  a  report,  which  ia  \ 
credited  by  Government,  of  the  march  of  a  Freneh  army  into 
the  Grison  territory.    Whether  this  event  will  call  forth  the 
exertions  of  the  Emperor  seems  uncertain.    His  infatuation 
in  having  permitted  the  last  two  months  to  elapse  in  perfect 
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inactivity  bereaveB  one  of  the  hope  of  any  elTeotnal  oo-opera- 

tion  from  him. 

The  Cliancollor  must  bo  hv  this  time  arrived  in  Dublin, 
and  you  are  therefore  ac<|uainted  with  all  tiiat  in  to  be  kuowD 
on  the  sabjeet  of  the  Union.  I  have  had  a  very  faXL  ooDTersa- 
tion  with  Mr.  Bnndae,  who,  I  am  gUMl  to  find,  preservee  that 
mUkutia/He  eonfidence  in  Lord  Comwallis  which  he  has  al- 
ways entertained.  He  la  for  a  Union  on  the  broadeet  baais, 
if  the  measure  shall  be  deemed  feasible  on  that  principle ; 
and  his  judgment  of  the  practicability  of  it  will  depend  on 
the  opinion  which  Lord  Cornwall  is  may  be  prepared  to  give 
on  that  point.  He  thinks  aUo  that  Lord  Gomwallis''s  sen- 
timentB  will  ultimately  have  mnch  weight  in  Mr.  Pittas  de- 
termination. 

Sangnine  expectations  are  entertained  at  the  Admiralty 
that  Commodore  Home  has  intercepted  the  French  aqnadron ; 

but  there  is  yet  no  oflicial  account.  The  naval  department 
is  this  year  as  much  dirttinguinhed  by  its  economy  as  by 
the  splendour  of  its  achievements.  The  expenses  of  the 
Navy  are  more  than  five  hundred  thoasand  pounds  below  the 
eetimaie. 

Farewell.  Pray  remember  me  most  kindly  to  Lady  Oaa- 
tlereagh.   I  shall  be  absent  from  town  some  days. 

Ever  yours  most  truly, 

William  Elliot. 

Mr.  Cooke  to  Lord  CaHlereagh. 
Most  Secret.  Dublin,  9th  November,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord^I  was  happy  your  official  notification  ar- 
rived last  night.  Under  idl  eirenmstances,  I  think  your 
Lordship  a  bold  man,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  a  snccessfiil  one. 
What  yon  have  already  experienced,  and  what  I  wrote  to 
your  Lordship  of  Lord  Cornwani8''8  sentiments  in  expressing 
himself  to  the  Speaker,  prove  that  you  have  no  pliant  twig  to 
manage.    Another  point  is,  that  Lord  Comwallis  does  not 
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seem  to  have  anj  dear  and  detenninale  aeheme  and  puq^oae, 
though  he  may  have  general  inclinations.    I  think  he  would 

not  liko  to  attack  the  Frcnclj  witliout  an  arm  v.  How  can  he 
thpii  liojjt!  to  iiianafro  a  nation  \\ithout  advisors,  friends,  and 
supporters?  I  think  he  is  f^radually  lettinir  the  public  mind 
slip  away  from  him,  and  the  hearts  of  the  loyal  to  cool.  I 
think  he  saffen  a  fiUse  impression  to  be  made  and  to  be  given 
of  hia  condnet,  contnuy  to  his  real  sentiments.  Yon  will, 
therelhre,  have  mneh  difficnlty  to  encounter,  and  you  have  but 
little  time.  T  hope  yon  will  take  advantage  of  the  few  days^ 
leisure  you  liave  to  put  down  upon  paper  all  queries  which 
occur  to  your  mind  on  all  suhjpcts  likely  to  occur. 

As  to  Uniou,  I  think  the  ery  seems  generally  against  it. 
The  lawyers  are  at  present  quiet,  conceiving  it  abandoned. 
The  GathoiicB  seem  inclined  to  It,  I  suppose  because  the 
Protestants  are  averse.  I  think  M^Kenna  could  write  a  good 
pamphlet  in  fikvour  of  it. 

I  hear  that,  in  England,  they  certainly  mean  to  purchase 
the  Tithes  as  the  Land-tax  wa8  purchased.  Suppose  the 
Tithes  three  million  a  year — at  .30  years'"  purchase,  90  million ; 
60  would  purchase  100  in  the  three  per  cents,  which  would 
be  the  annuity  of  the  Tithes,  and  the  overplus  of  30  million 
would  supply  the  Budget.  I  suppose  some  such  scheme. 
Would  it  apply  here  7 

Tone  is  to  be  tried  to-morrow.  He  rests  his  defence  on 
being  a  French  officer,  and  Lord  Kilwardin  wibhes  he  had  been 
tried  at  Derrv. 

I  am  afraid  those  perpetual  court-martials  while  the  courts 
are  - sitting  will  become  a  subject  of  debate — they  are  of  con- 
versation. I  heard  Ouiran  intended  a  motion  in  the  King^s 
Bench  on  the  subject. 

Captain  Nixon,  of  the  Yeomanry,  is  to  be  tried  immedwtely 
for  shooting  his  prisoners.  It  is  most  unlucky,  and  will  make 
a  noise.  I  hear  he  will  object  to  the  court  as  not  composed 
of  Yeomen  only,  according  to  the  Act. 
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Holt  meaiu  to  surrender*  Lord  Monok  waa  with  I^ord 
Oomwallis  on  ihe  sabject.  Lord  OomwalliB  eaid  he  oonld 
promifle  no  terms  ;  but,  if  he  snirendera  after  any  oonTersstion 

between  Lord  Coruwalli.s  and  Lord  Mouck,  how  can  ho  bo 
executed?  I  saw  Lord  ConiwaHiH  to-dav,  who  mentioned  the 
subject ;  I  suggested  the  danger  of  letting  him  surrender, 
though  no  torma  were  offered  him. 

I  think  it  appeara  we  ahall  have  ftirther  expeditiona  fiom 
France.  Hatdi  waa  in  hopea  that  Sir  John  Warren  waa  the 
Texel  fleet.  They  aaj  thehr  attaeka  on  the  North  are  to  lead 
na  off  firom  their  main  object — Cork. 

I  bi'g  leave  to  use  thia  oppui  tunity  of  assuring  your  Lord- 
ship that,  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  in  any  way,  it  will  make 
me  most  happy  to  be  honoured  with  your  commanda,  as  I  fee) 
myaelf  moat  aineerely,  &c., 

E.  ClOOKS. 


Lard  CatUereagh  to  Ma^^Qeneral  GtddU. 

BCocmt  Stewnri,  Nbiwnber  9. 

Sir —  I  am  sorry  there  .sliould  have  beeu  any  delay  or 
difficulty  in  removing  persons  of  the  Ir^ cription  alluded  to  in 
your  letter,  from  the  country ;  but,  having  received  the  most 
precise  ordera  from  the  £ngliah  Government  on  the  subject, 
I  cannot  preanme  to  anthorize  the  embarking  of  anypf  the 
priaonera  now  in  cuatody  till  the  Kin^'*a  farther  pleaaore  ia 
aignified. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detain  those  now 
in  a»  lual  custody,  as  it  is  by  no  means  the  Lord-Lieutenants 
intention  to  «ufter  tliem  to  be  at  liberty,  considering  their 
detentiou  and  banishment  as  indispensable  for  the  security 
of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.» 


VOL.  i.  F  F 
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Mr.  WiMam  to  Lard  Ckuikr^h. 

gtont  WhilditU,Nofcniberl0^1798. 
My  Lord— I  m  directed,  by  ihe  Duke  of  Portilaiid,  to 

forward  to  your  Lordship  tl>o  euclosed  letter,  written  by 
Mr.  Thc(*baUi  Woir  Tune,  and  tV>und  among  General  Tate's 
papers.  If  ihe  handwriting  can  be  established,  it  may  be  a 
material  paper  to  produce  and  proTB  on  Tone's  trial ;  and  it  is 
in  the  poaaibility  of  its  being  made  use  of  in  thai  manner  thai 
his  Chtioo  wishes  it  to  be  sabmitted  to  the  Lord-Lientenant, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

William  Wickham. 

PS,  Year  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  rotum  Ute 
letter  as  soon  as  it  shall  haTO  been  done  with. 

Au  OolmUl  Tat$i  Mtie  J.  J,  BotmuM^  d  Brmt, 

PleCite  Bne  Beeh  Mmmiere,  No.  7. 

Dear  Colonel— I  was  in  hopes  to  hare  had  a  line  from  yon 
before  this.  I  have  been  now  at  Paris  seven  days,  and  I  have 
not  one  syllable  of  news  but  what  I  have  learned  from  the 
Gbzettea.  Yon  know  my  old  and  laudable  custom  to  ask  no 
questions ;  so  I  can,  of  conrae,  give  yon  nothing  but  my  own 
eonjeetnres,  and  I  am  aony  to  say  they  are  not  fliTonrable  \» 
the  probability  of  a  seeond  trial.  The  €h>Temment  mmf  take 
np  onr  business  again,  but  I  much  fear  it :  it  is  so  easy  to  find 
fault  after  the  event,  and  so  easy  to  demonstrate  that  an 
Expedition  wliicli  hay  actually  failed  could,  by  no  possibility, 
have  succeeded.  Well,  I  will,  if  possible,  think  no  more 
about  it.  I  have  acted  all  along  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  \  I 
have  made  great  sacrifices  (great  m  proportion  to  my  means)  in 
the  cause  of  my  oountry  and  the  Republic ;  and,  if  we  have 
not  succeeded,  I  haye  the  consolation  at  least  to  think  that  it 
is  not  niy  fault.  My  mind  is  in  a  situation  which  I  cannot 
describe  \  and,  to  aggravate  my  distress,  I  have  just  received 
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s  letter  ftom  mj  wife,  dated  at  Hambnig^  whm  aha  arriyed 
before  Ohristtnae,  whioli  gives  me  the  meet  dieadftil  alanns  as 

to  her  health ;  the  remnant  of  my  fortunu  is,  by  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances, diminished  one  half  since  I  saw  you  ;  but  that  is 
the  least  oi  my  coucero.  In  short,  I  am  at  preeeut  in  a  aita- 
ation  where  I  would  recommend  to  my  enemiee,  if  I  have  any, 
to  eome  and  indulgia  themBelTes  with  the  ptoapeet. 

I  am  hm  waiting  the  ordeiv  of  the  Minlator  at  War.  Per^ 
hapa  I  may  be  Bent  baek  to  Breet^  bat  I  doubt  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  think,  all  desperate  as  I  am,  of  your  bosiness. 
If  it  be  taken  nj),  and  if  I  can  s:et  my  wife  and  children  once 
safe  in  France,  T  tliiiik  more  and  more  of  taking  a  part  in  it. 
In  that  case,  I  may,  perhaps  (but  God  knows !)  be  of  some 
nae  to  yon— at  least,  you  may  trust  to  my  diaeretion,  that,  if 
I  eannot  be  of  nae,  I  will,  at  least,  be  of  no  prejndioe  to  yon. 
If^  therefore,  yon  ihuik  pn^,  send  me  aneh  papera  and 
memorandnms  as  may  enable  me  to  apeak  with  inibrmation  on 
this  subject ;  for,  I  believe,  if  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  I  have 
a  channel  open  by  wliich  I  can  come  at  the  fountain-head. 
Perhaps  my  ill  star  may  not  always  be  in  the  mood  to  per- 
secute me. 

Send  me,  by  return  of  the  poet,  an  exaet  list  of  all  the 
▼easels  of  all  aorta  whieh  haTO  reinm^  firom  onr  nnfortnnato 
aipedition.  I  learn  this  moment  that  GanenJ  Hoeho  is  artiTed 
in  safety  at  Boehelle;  that  ia  a  great  pomt  gained ! 

Once  more,  if  you  think  I  ean  be  of  use  to  yon  in  yonr 
affairs  (to  wliich,  latterly,  I  turn  my  thoughts  more  and  more), 
and  if  you  have  confidence  in  mo,  send  ine,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  such  documents  as  may  be  useful,  and  I  will  stretch 
that  string  as  &r  as  it  will  go  without  oiackmg.  Adieu,  dear 
Colonel.  Yonis  truly, 

J.  Smith. 

tKrect  to  me  simply  An  Ciicjfen  SmUk,    My  address  is  at 

the  top  of  luy  letter.   Do  not  tell  any  one  that  I  write  to  you. 

F  V  2 
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Ormt  BriUun  and  Irdand,^ 

Cork,  November  12,  1798. 

Dear  Sir — I  was  happy  to  .see  that  the  subject  of  a  Union 
formed  a  considerable  part  of  the  last  letter  with  which  you 
honoured  me,  being  every  daj  more  and  more  convinced  that 
ereiy  trae  friend  of  both  oonntriea  must  grasp  at  the  idea  of 
making  them  one,  as  the  only  effeetnal  means  of  securing  the 
prosperity  or  doration  of  either.  Yon  will,  therefore,  permit 
me  to  enter  a  little  more  at  large  into  this  subject  than  I  have 
hithert(»  done,  that,  it  any  ideas  of  mine  may  happen  to  strike 
you,  they  may  be  used  in  any  way  you  may  think  proper  for 
the  inrtheranoe  of  this  grand  object. 

In  addition  to  the  arguments  already  used  for  the  necessity 
of  this  measure,  I  haye  to  add  the  following The  actual 
relativo  situation  of  the  two  countries  presents  to  eyeiy  ob- 
servant  person  a  complete  ii^mium  in  imparh — a  les^ielative 
body  within  a  lo'Mslative  body,  which  are  vet  virtually  inJe- 
pendent  of  each  other;  I  say  rirttiai/i/,  for,  though  iho  refusal 
of  the  Koyal  assent  to  the  Bills  of  either  legislature  bo  the 
means  which  theory  may  point  out  to  prevent  their  clashing 
together^  yet  to  resort  to  this  measure  in  either  conntiy,  at 
least  in  matters  of  importance,  would  be  the  signal  of  a  civil 
war.  The  experiment  has  not  been  tried  in  England  for  a 
century,  nor  in  Ireland  since  the  Revolution  of  1782,  except, 
I  believe,  in  one  very  trifling  instance.  The  two  countries 
then  are,  in  fact,  independent  of  each  other,  and  the  Irish 
Legislature  is  governed  merely  by  what  is  called  English 
Influence,^  t.  the  interests  of  the  members  of  either  House 
ineUne  them  to  &U  in  with  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
British  minister.  These  interests  are  partly  of  a  public,  partly 
of  a  private  nature.    The  support  of  political  power,  and  the 

'  There  is  nothing  about  this  letter  to  indicate  by  whom  or  to  whom  it 
was  written. 
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permanenoe  of  landed  property  in  the  handa  of  the  j^reaent 
poBseaaon,  oompose  the  former  elaaa  of  motivea ;  the  diatri- 

bution  or  the  expectation  of  the  emolumeuts  of  office,  of  power, 
of  dignity,  of  pre-eminence,  constitute  the  latter.  Were  the 
former  class  of  motives  swept  away  by  a  union  of  all  the  parties, 
or  of  a  great  majority  of  all  the  parties,  that  distraet  thia 
eootttfy,  in  one  and  the  iame  great  object,  aa,  ai^poae  a  aepa- 
ntion  of  the  two  Crowns ;  the  effeet  of  the  latter  ohm  wonld 
certainly  be  too  weak  to  preserve  the  connexion,  even  in  the 
Irish  parliament.  The  holders  or  expectants  of  place  or 
dignity  would  be  either  induced  hy  the  prospect  of  higher 
situations  in  the  now  order  of  thinjrs  to  fall  in  with  the  voice 
of  this  great  majority,  or  they  would  be  obliged  to  do  so  £rou 
prudential  considerations. 

From  all  this,  then,  the  following  melancholy  consequence 
may  be  deduced,  vis.,  that  the  permanence  of  English  interest 
in  this  conntry,  and  its  snbjection  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  depend  entirely  on  the  divisions  that  exist  in  it; 
though  it  must,  at  the  same  time,  bo  acknowledged  that  these 
divisions  are  the  bane  of  the  country.  The  measure  of  a  legis- 
lative Union  alone,  then,  is  adequate  to  annihilate  these  divi* 
■ions,  and,  instead  of  risking  the  connexion  by  doing  so,  to 
confirm  and  consolidate  it  for  CTcr. 

But,  it  will  be  replied,  such  a  coalescence  of  the  three  great 
parties  that  compose  this  country » Protestants,  Dissenters, 
and  Catholics — in  the  idea  of  a  separation  of  the  two  countries, 
is  a  very  unlikely  event.  Things  may  continue  as  they  i*ro 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  the  task  of  providing  for  future 
contingeQcies  be  letl  to  posterity.  To  which  I  answer,  that 
the  event  is  pmihU;  and,  if  so,  then  it  is  evidently  the  duty 
of  our  goyemors  to  take  betimea,  and  by  way  of  precaution, 
the  most  effectual  steps  to  prcTcnt  even  the  possibility  of  so 
great  a  calamity;  in  a  matter  of  such  unspeakable  magnitude, 
in  wliich  not  only  the  prosperity  but  oven  the  very  existence 
of  two  great  countries  is  involved,  the  most  distant  glimmer* 
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ings  of  dtmf^  oannoi  with  nftiy  be  ofeilooked.  The  wladom 

of  political  foresight  anticipates  the  gnnring  deluge,  though  it 
appears  like  a  cloud  no  bi^i^er  than  a  man's  hand,"  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  it  is  not  the  niero  pog^ibility,  but  the  actual 
prcifxdnlityy  of  Buoh  a  coalition  of  parties  in  this  oonntry,  in 
order  to  eflfooi  *  separation,  that  the  English  statesman  has  to 
gnaid  agftiiiet,  and  ihe  Irish  loyalist  to  ftpprsheiid ;  Ibr  the 
Ibosdatioiis  of  it  are  laid,  and  deeply  hdd,  alieadj.  Of  the 
Ibnr  millkiw  of  inhabitaiite  eompnted  to  exist  in  this  eovmtiy, 
at  least  three  millions',  on  the  lowest  computation,  are  Eoman 
Catholica,  and  upwards  of  half  a  million  Dissenters  of  variuus 
denominations.  Of  these  six-fioveuths  of  the  entire  popula- 
lation,  soaroely  a  man  is  to  be  found,  who,  if  he  has  any  political 
Bentiments  at  all,  does  not  wish  for  »  Bepablic,  or  a  Par- 
liamentary reform,  or  the  abolitioa  of  tithes  and  of  theOhnroh 
establishnient,  or  for  something  or  other  whieh  is  not  the 
present  existing  constitution. 

Nor  are  the  few  remaiiiing  inhabitants — I  mt  an,the  Members 
of  the  Established  ('liurch— exempt  iVom  tlie  general  eontajxion; 
some  of  the  principal  leaders  in  the  lately  smothered  rebellion 
bemg  of  that  pennasion.  It  is  very  true,  indeed,  that  of  these 
six-sevenths  wy  ftw  are  capable  of  i^rehending  distinetly 
what  they  would  be  at,  with  the  ezeeptaon,  perhaps,  of  their 
pointed  enmity  to  the  Ohnreh  Establishment,  whieh,  being  a 
single  object  that  clashes  with  their  interests  and  prejudices 
in  a  variety  of  ways,  is,  therefore,  easily  seen. 

But,  though  the  mass  of  the  people  ( aimot  be  said  to  possess 
political  opiniom^  yet  they  faaye  poUtical  fedin0§  almost  to  a 
man;  and  these  ysiy  strong  ones,  too,  which  may,  and,  in  foot, 
do^  eqnally  indnoe  them  to  oppose  the  existing  Govenmient ; 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  want  of  leaders  only  and  the  strong 
force  at  present  acting  in  the  coontiy  alone  prevent  them 
from  ren(!wing  the  Rebellion  in  a  more  formidable'  ^^liapc  than 
ever.  That  the  present  enormous  military  e»Ul»lii?hmeut 
should  be  constantly  kept  up  is  next  to  an  impossibility; 
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but  tliat  the  common  people  of  this  eoimtiy  should  soqiiire 
leaders,  and  leaden,  too,  of  eonsequenoe  and  anthoritf  ,  is  not 

only  possible  but  exceedingly  prohablo.  Whenever  the  great 
body  of  the  people  are  all  of  one  way  (  f  tliinkinnf,  they  will,  at 
the  long  run,  induce  the  superior  raukB  to  enter  into  tbmr 
measures  ;  or,  if  the  higher  ranks  are  precluded  by  some  pan- 
mount  interest  or  peeuliarity  of  situation  from  seeonding  the 
wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  thej  will  raise  up  to 
themselres  leaders  from  the  sheepfold  or  the  thrashing-floor,  who 
frequently  astonish  the  world  with  the  splendour  of  their  self- 
acquired  abilities,  and  become,  in  the  bauds  of  an  inscrutable 
Proyidonce.  the  instruments  of  the  most  terrible  national 
chastii»emeuts. 

From  all  this,  I  think  it  evident  thai  a  union  of  parties  in 
this  ishmd  to  effect  a  separation  is  already  laid  i  people  of  all 
descriptions  have  entered,  actually  entered,  into  such  a  eon- 
spiiacy,  and  wtly  greater  numbers  are  inclined  to  do  so,  when 
the  scheme  shaD  acquire  more  consistence.  The  numbers  in  the 
higlier  ranks  have,  indeed,  been  but  few,  because  the  seheme  is 
still  in  its  infancy.  But  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  this 
circuuistauce.  In  proportion  as  the  situation  of  the  Empire 
at  large  becomes  more  critical  by  the  continuation  of  the  war 
and  the  measure  of  financial  embarrassments,  in  the  same 
proportion  will  converts  flock  in  to  the  new  system ;  and  the 
old  and  apparently  sinking  Teasel  will  be  deserted  by  rats  of 
eren  the  first  magnitude  in  this  conntry. 

The  foundation  ot  a  coalition  of  parties  to  effect  a  separation 
being  already  laid,  it  is  utterly  iniposj^ible  to  say  how  far  the 
common  enemy  of  Europe  may  not  intprove  the  disposition,  and 
raise  it  up  into  a  conspiracy  formidable  and  dangerous  to  theyery 
existenoe  of  the  British  Empire.  Were  a  Union  to  take  plaoe, 
the  firte  of  this  country  would  be  finally  determined.  French 
gold,  French  artifices,  and  French  principles  would  come  too 
late :  nobody,  however  dissipated  in  conduct  or  debauched  in 
principle,  could  possibly,  with  his  eyes  open,&U  into  their  snares. 
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Tlufl  oonntiy,  betng  irmoeaUy  firmed  into  a  part  d  the 
Brituh  Ktnpiie^  the  indhridnalB  of  it  who  might  be  indined  to 
lieten  to  the  insidions  msinnations  of  French  aircnts  mM  re* 
collect  that  it  is  not  I  t  rhmd  alone,  but  the  entire  tlirce  kingdoms, 
that  thov  must  briiij;  over  to  their  system  :  that  it  h  not  the 
comparatively  insignificaot  and  oRen  upetart  members  of  a 
provincial  parliament  who  ftre  to  be  Urns  prevailed  on  to  betray 
their  king,  but  the  grest  hereditary  aristoeraey  of  En^aud. 
Force,  indeed,  maj  be  had  reooane  to,  as  well  after  a  Union 
ae  before,  in  order  to  separate  the  two  eoiratriee.  Our  vigilant 
tiiem y,  on  any  oeoasion  offered,  does  not  and  would  not  confine 
her  efforts  to  clandestine  ninf'hinatioii.^,  unly.  But,  on  the  sup- 
position of  a  Union,  with  how  much  greater  effect  her  efforts 
^vonM  be  repelled,  ii  evident  to  the  most  cursory  reflection. 
The  Britiflh  Minister  woold  no  longer  be  obliged  to  attend  to 
thevagariee  of  Iiieh  politiea  with  the  nme  attention  aa  he 
pays  to  the  movements  of  the  IHreetory ;  he  woald  not  he 
obliged  to  fight,  party  against  party,  and  faction  asjainst 
faction,  the  Catholic  against  the  Dissenter,  and  the  Pro- 
testant against  both,  as  is  now  absolutely  necessary  to  do,  if 
he  wishes  to  govern  Ireland.  What  an  immense  drawback 
this  most  be  on  the  effieieney  of  his  esertions  in  war  must  be 
piincipally  known  by  those  in  the  seerst  of  affium,  but  may 
TOiy  well  be  imagined  by  those  who  are  not.  How  can  he 
reekon  on  the  assistanee  of  Ireland  in  a  great  system  of  finance, 
for  example  I  That  Ireland  should  contribute  in  proportion 
to  her  means  for  the  defence  of  the  wltule  empire  is  a  maxim 
of  natural  justice.  That  she  does  not  do  so  at  present,  1  am 
snre  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  affirm ;  but  that  she  may  not 
do  00,  if  she  pleases,  is  notorioosly  tme.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  seenrity  in  the  eonnexion  of  Great  Britain  with  her  on  the 
present  fiwtini; ;  and,  the  moment  that,  in  1782,  the  inde* 
pendence  of  her  Legislature  was  recognised,  a  Union  or  a 
separation  became  in  the  event  uftprhi  in<llspenmhl^. 

At  that  momentous  period,  the  minister  of  the  day  committed 
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an  aoi,  which,  if  its  abnwdUy  is  not  eotmterbalaiieecl  by  its 
pointing  out  the  neoessity  of  a  Union,  and  rendering  that 

measure  absolutely  necessary,  will  hand  his  name  down  to 
posterity  the  "  Sower  of  strife  between  nations.""  Without 
offering  this  country  an  incorporating  Union,  instead  of  the 
plaything  of  their  independence,  or  should  that  haye  been  de- 
elaned,  without  inaiating  on  any  tenns,  compact,  or  eovenani 
whatsoever,  whether  political  or  eomniercial,  to  oerve  aa  the 
meana  of  keeping  the  two  countries  together,  he  rashly  granted 
at  once  the  independence  of  the  Irish  legislatnTe,  and  (as 
niiiukind,  when  one  point  is  gained,  always  stretcli  their  views 
to  another),  perhaps  laid  the  fouiitiution  of  the  present  dis- 
turbanees,  and,  if  very  great  pains  are  not  taken  to  prevent  it» 
of  the  final  separation  and  mm  of  both  conntries. 

Bat  he  had  got  a  distaste  of  rigid  maxima  of  GoTomment 
by  their  ftilnre  in  America  $  whereas,  had  these  maxima  neyer 
been  exereised  with  regard  to  Ikat  oonntry,  and  never  been 
relaxed  in  MA",  except  in  consequence  of  a  Union,  or  at  Iciist 
of  certain  stipulations  for  the  mutual  security  of  both,  we 
should  not  see  the  former  country  separated  for  ever  from  the 
British  Crown,  and  the  latter  in  hourly  danger  of  becoming  so. 
'  Bat,  aa  it  ia  an  nngratefhl,  so  it  would  be  a  useless  task  to 
recall  past  errors,  if  we  are  not  inclined  to  profit  by  them ;  and 
I  would  fhin  ask  the  minister  of  the  present  day,  whether  a 
uuaiiijiiity  of  the  pcoplo  of  this  country  in  favour  of  a  separa- 
tion be  not  an  ovoiit  as  likely  to  happen  some  day  or  other, 
as  was,  at  the  beginning  of  this  rei<;n,  their  laiuous  uiiauiniity 
in  ''SS,  in  demanding  an  independent  constitution  I  In  1 760, 
there  was  as  little  probability  of  their  gaining  an  Octennial 
Bill,  a  free  trade,  and  an  independent  legislature,  as  there  is, 
now  the  rage  of  Demociaey  is  gone  abroad,  of  their  bong 
formed,  in  an  e<iual  space  of  time,  into  an  independent 
Republic,  yet  the  former  events  have  taken  place:  that 
the  latter  will  not,  is  the  grand  question  for  the  solution  of 
ministers. 
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If  the  Oidiolio  and  Republien  partj  on  oniTiiiee  Hnd  Pto- 
tertant  landholdera  tluA  it  it  ftr  iludr  mterert  to  join  wifh 

tbem  in  «ndeay<mring  to  e6feet  it,  the  thing  Is  done.  Great 
lliitaiiK  with  all  lier  naval  superiority,  could  not  Ions:  ^©©p 
tiiiis  cuuntrv,  almost  half  as  larjje  as  her  own,  in  tho  nuiiuier  of 
garrison  by  mere  military  force,  and  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
inhabitants,  snpportad,  as  thej  wonhl  be,  by  erery  nation  that 
enTiaa  har  gigantio  gwatniwo,  t^^  by  aU  the  maritinie  powwi^ 
led  on  and  animated  by  Fraaea.  The  pnaenl  aflfeoniiUitg 
wealth  and  power  of  England  are,  it  miiat  be  remembered, 
factitious,  in  a  good  measure,  t^.,  the  effect  of  superior  industry, 
enterprise,  iiud  art.  They  seem  to  be  at  their  very  aouie  of 
perte^tiou.  But  advantages  and  acquirements  of  ao  Toxy 
fluctuating  and  transitory  a  nature,  if  they  cannot  advance  and 
inereaae,  must  leeede  and  decline.  Ireland,  if  umtti^  would 
mtgliliily  tend  to  ai^port^  bat,  if  HmrnM  and  diimatiwfied^ 
would  aet  as  a  deadweight  about  the  neck  of  the  aiefeer  eoontry, 
to  plunge  her  with  more  rapidity  into  the  gulph  of  mediocrity, 
if  not  of  utter  ruin,  and  to  give  rouni  i'ui  the  alternate  scale  of 
France  to  emerge  from  under  the  vast  pressure  of  its  anU^nist^a 
commereial  si^eriority* 

The  new,  dangerom,  and  daahing  spirit  (to  nae  a  Tolgar 
phrase),  that  actnatoa  the  oonnsela  of  that  politieal  phenomenon, 
the  Freneh  Bepnhlie,  will,  in  the  bng  nm,  feroe  her  eompetitor 
to  adopt  a  somewhat  similar  line  of  eondnct,  in  order  to  make 
htjad  against  her;  to  venture  upon  wluit,  in  ordinary  caseg 
aud  in  common  tiiiH  >,  would  be  regarded  as  very  precipitate 
and  hazardous  measures.  If  the  salvation  of  the  two  countries 
depends  on  their  being  further  united,  the  matter  mnst  be 
finished  in  a  aeeeion  $  we  mnst  not  sit  down  with  onr  arms 
aeroBs,  and  mnse  and  talk  on  the  enbjeot  hr  a  eentnry,  as  the 
Seot«ii  and  English  did,  before  they  sanctioned  a  measure 
whirh  luiri  raised  them  to  what  they  now  are  in  the  scale  of 
nations.  1  'ng  before  a  century  shall  pass  fiway,  democracy 
shall  either  have  expired  on  the  soil  that  gave  it  birth,  or  its 
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Gallie  apoeiles  luive  mrM  their  propagandu  into  evefy  eoiner 

of  Enrope.  There  is  no  medium.  The  ambition  of  the  ephe- 
raeral  leiuleis  in  a  small  republic  is  circumscribed  and  kept 
witliin  bouuds  by  it^  vi»ry  impotenco.  But  as,  in  this  case,  the 
yast  resources  and  actire  energies  of  the  most  numeroiis, 
stirring,  and  fonnidable  people  in  Europe,  ate  wielded  by  men 
of  the  Tsiy  first  abilities  and  the  most  towering  ambition, 
without  whieh  their  sitoationa  were  unattainable,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they  should  eyer  remain  quiet 
for  any  length  of  time,  that  they  should  ever  cease  to  foster 
rebellion  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  or  avail  themselves  of 
the  strong  party  in  their  favour,  which,  if  it  does  not  always 
ai^^ear  ererywhere,  ia  ready  to  start  up  on  eyery  prospeet  of 
assistanee  and  lueoeBe. 

Already  have  they  developed  the  scheme  by  whieh  they  mean 
to  subjugate  Europe,  and  elimb  to  universal  (I  eanH  call  it 
monarchy  but)  democracy,  though,  were  I  to  give  it  its  true 
name,  I  nhmild  rather  call  it  despotUm,  for  no  countries  are 
more  severely  used  than  those  subject  to  a  Republic, 

In  the  short  period  of  a  few  years,  no  fewer  than  five  newly 
ereated  Bepublics  have  started  up,  in  order  to  defend,  together 
with  the  Rhine,  the  meet  Tulnerable  parts  of  the  frontier,  fiom 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  oeean*  Nor  is  it  by  way  of  defenoe 
merely  that  these  new  Statee  appear  formidable,  though  in  this 
light  they  ato  ti  iily  .so,  as  tht>  Continental  Powers  must  march 
either  across  tliom  or  tlio  Uhiiio  to  attack  Franco.  Thev  aro 
besides  so  many  craters,  wliich  the  grand  volcano  (a  better 
name  than  the  great  nation)  has  thrown  up  on  its  sides,  to 
deluge  with  its  doetrinea  and  reduce  under  its  dominion  (or 
protection,  as  it  is  eaUed)  eveiy  neighbouring  State  that  weak- 
ness may  render  an  easy  conquest,  or  that  superior  spirit  and 
power  may  encourage  to  arrest  its  ambitious  progress,  ot  cir- 
cumscribe its  overgrown  power. 
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Ifr.  Wickkam  to  Lard  (kuOtnagk. 

Secret.  Whitehidl,  November  14,  1798. 

My  I/ord^ — A  person  of  the  name  of  Doyle  lately  escaped 
from  London,  where  a  warrant  had  been  granted  to  appreiteud 
him,  and  set  out  for  Liverpool,  from  whence  he  was  to  be  con- 
veyed by  a  friend,  the  master  of  a  tnMiing  sloop,  to  the  Wicklow 
ooMt.  Among  other  papers  printed  here,  he  earned  with  him 
eeveral  thooaand  of  the  enclosed  eard,  with  the  intention  of 
distributing  them  among  the  United  Irishmen  in  that  Oonnty. 
Little  is  known  of  this  Doyle  here,  excej  t  thnt  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  setting  out  for  France  a  short  time  since,  with  a 
secret  commission  from  the  United  Irishmen,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  difficulty  he  found  in  procnring  a  pass^. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Ac, 

WiLUAM  WlCKHAM. 


Lord  Cattiorwffk  to  tJ^  Dtiko  o/Pofiland. 

Dublin  Castle,  November  15,  1798. 

My  Loid-*The  Lord-Lieutenant  has  been  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  me  an  extract  from  your  Oraoe^s  despatch  of  the 
9rd  instant,  which  conveys  his  Majesty^s  approbation  of  my 
appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary,  in  terms  so  pecu- 
liarly flattering,  that  I  cannot  resist  troubling  your  Grace  with 
my  most  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgments. 

I  should  feel  myself  deeply  indebted  to  your  Grace,  wero 
you  to  take  the  earliest  occasion  of  representing  to  his  Majesty, 
in  the  most  favourable  terms,  those  sentiments  of  duty  and 
obligation  I  ieel  and  am  most  soUcitons  to  evince,  by  the  most 
diligent  exertions  in  Mb  service. 

-  I  condole  with  your  Orace,  not  less  on  private  than  publie 

grounds,  that  Mr.  Pellianrs  state  of  health  has  not  permitted 
him  to  return  to  Ireland  :  hia  talents  and  character  were  never 
of  greater  value  to  the  Kiiig^s  interests  in  this  kingdom,  and  I 
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should  feel  I  liad  rendered  la»  M ftjesty  an  essential  serriee  liad 

Mr.  Pelham,  by  my  temporary  discharge  of  the  daties  of  his 

office,  been  enabled  to  resume  his  public  situation. 

Under  the  present  cimimstancos,  I  have  only  tu  entreat  of 
yonr  Grace  to  receive  witli  indulgeuc*j  my  eiideavoura  to  tullil 
the  trust  couiided  to  me,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace 
that  my  constant  efforts  will  be  directed  to  merit  and  preserve 
jour  Graee'^s  confidence  and  esteem. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  remain,  &c., 

  Oastlbrbaqh, 

lord  Cadlmapk  to  Mr,  Wiekkam, 

Dublin  Castle,  Xovcm1)cr  16,  1798. 

Sir — On  my  return  to  town,  Mr.  <Jooke  put  into  mj  hands 
several  communications,  reoeiyed  from  you  during  my  absencei» 
of  which,  by  the  Lord-Lieatenant^s  directions,  he  had  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt. 

Yon  will  observe  bj  the  papers  that  T.  W.  Tone,  having 
been  sentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  suffer  death,  on  tlie 
niomini;  of  his  execution  cut  his  throat,  so  as  to  render  his 
recovery  very  precarious.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Gurnui 
moved  to  have  him  brought  up  by  a  writ  of  Habea.s  Corpus, 
which  was  of  oonise  granted.  The  retnra  made  to  the  Ooort 
was,  that  he  could  not  he  moved  from  his  place  of  confinement 
with  safety  to  his  life ;  ui  this  situation,  the  matter  rests. 
The  opinion  of  the  Crown  kwyers  has  been  taken,  and  they 
have  advised,  in  case  he  is  brought  before  the  Kimj^'n  Bench, 
and  that  it  is  purposed,  he  being  in  custody  of  the  Court,  that 
he  shall  be  disposed  of  under  the  Municipal  Law,  to  inquire 
into  his  treatment,  rather  than  bring  the  question  of  martial 
authority  to  a  solemn  decision,  which  would  occasion  delay, 
embarrass  the  Court,  and  perhaps  expose  the  State  to  have  its 
summary  interference  for  its  own  prosscutions  deferred  in  a 
manner  injurious  to  the  public  safety. 

Wheji  the  Proclamation  of  the  24th  of  May,  authorizing 
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martial  law,  waa  had  raconiaa  to^  an  the  brealdiig  oot  of  the 
BebeUioiiy  Lord  Patj  thm  snggoated  tho  espedaoney  of  paaang 
a  Bill  to  authoriae  the  military  authoritiea  to  try  by  ooori- 

roartial  persons  engaged  iu  the  llebellion,  alleging  that,  with- 
out sucli  a  law,  as  the  exercising  of  the  power  could  only  be 
justified  by  the  necessity  of  the  case  in  the  strictest  sense,  and 
as  much  donbt  and  difference  of  opinion  might  arise  upon  wliat 
cirenmstances  oonatitated  tlie  neeeaiity  ao  reiinired,  ho  thought 
it  aaler  to  Icgaliie  tho  ptooaoding  hy  a  tompoiary  atatnte  than 
to  expoae  tha  partiea  azardamg  those  powara  to  the  neoeBatty 
of  coming  to  Parliament  fer  indemnity. 

Whilst  the  Rebels  were  in  the  field  in  force,  the  necessity  of 
punishment  by  military  tribunals  wa.«  so  i^vious  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  a  question  :  indeed,  the  degree  of  pubhc  danger  was  then 
such  as  to  preclude  the  ordinary  conrta  of  law  from  sitting. 
Latterly,  the  AebeUion  haa  d^generatadt  partionkvly  in  the 
Conntiaa  of  Wieklow,  Wexford,  Eildare,  Weatmeath,  and 
Dablin,  into  a  petty  mrfiyre,  not  leea  afflicting  to  the  loyal 
inhabitants,  though  less  fbrmidable  to  the  State.  In  those 
Gounties,  the  number  of  persons  taken  in  the  commission  of 
tho  most  shocking  crimes,  still  acting  upon  treasonable  and 
systematic  principles,  has  been  such,  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  tmat  to  the  usual  administration  of  jnatioe  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offendera :  indeed,  in  Wicklow  and  Wexford,  it 
haa  been  lonnd  altogether  impraeticable  to  hold  the  Assiaea. 
The  situation  of  the  district  above  alladed  to,  as  also  those 
parts  of  ConuaugliL  which  were  disturbed  at  the  time  of  tho 
late  invasion,  hvm  compelled  my  Lord- Lieutenant  to  punish 
summarily  by  martial  law,  at  the  same  time  that  the  general 
atate  of  the  kingdom  admitted  of  the  courts  being  opened  in 
the  metropolis,  and  of  the  Judges  going  their  circuits  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  formerly. 

The  two  jurisdictions  being  in  activity  at  the  same  time, 
could  not  well  fail  ti>  clash  sooner  or  later,  as  has  happened  in 
Tone's  case,    iiis  conviction  will  bo  effected,  with  ei^ual  cer- 
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U&utjf  by  wnl  ai  by  nflhaiy  hm^  hu  trial  bdog  had  in  the 
metropolis,  wbete  tbe  eonrto  are  open,  and,  nnder  the  dronm- 
staneae  of  tiie  eiae,  it  is  not  of  that  deseription  upon  which  it 

would  be  expedieut  to  bring  tliu  matter  to  issue;  but  it  cer- 
tainly deserves  to  be  well  considered,  should  the  country  re- 
main  unsettled  for  any  length  of  time,  whether  both  jurisdic- 
tions aie  not  requiBite,  and  if  so,  I  do  not  see  how  tliey  can 
proesed  together  without  emhanassment,  unless  Lord  Peiy's 
idea  Is  adopted,  under  saoh  testrietions  as  may  he  thought 
neoessaiy.  It  was  before  resisted  upon  the  principle  that  there 
was  less  riolence  done  to  the  Constitution  in  giving  indemnity 
to  those  who  have  acted  ille^lly  for  the  preservation  of  the 
State,  than  in  enacting  laws  so  adverse  to  the  usual  spirit  of 
our  legislature.  This  consideration  prevailed ;  and,  were  the 
struggle  but  of  short  duration,  perhaps  the  inconyenienoewoald 
he  trifling ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  procrastinated,  which  there  Is  but 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend  may  be  the  ease  in  this  king- 
dom, where  religious  resentment  as  well  as  principles  of  resist- 
ance are  so  deeply  and  extensively  implanted,  it  is  a  question 
whether  military  authority,  in  some  degree,  is  iiDt  requisite  to 
keep  society  together ;  and,  if  so,  the  responsibility  of  doing 
an  act  which,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  in  strictness  murder,  is 
too  weighty  to  be  encountered  in  the  prospect  of  fhturo  In- 
demnity* 

I  trust,  howerer,  that  the  internal  situation  of  the  country 

may  improve,  now  the  proftpect  of  foreign  assistance  !s  in  a 
great  measure  at  an  end,  and  that  wo  Jiiay  be  saved  an  alter- 
native so  unpleasant  as  that  of  yieldinjjf  to  this  tormenting 
evil,  rather  than  risk  the  adoption  of  a  strong  remedy,  or  of 
being  driven  to  extend  the  powers  of  a  military  code  to  civil 
crimes,  if  crimes  can  be  called  civil  which  are  invariably  com- 
mitted in  arms. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  these  suggestions  as  the  hasty 
sentiments  of  my  own  iiiiiid  on  this  question,  which  connects 
itseli  with  Tone  s  case.    When  I  venture  to  write  without 
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miieh  ooneidenitioii  what  may  meet  the  Duke  of  Portlaiid''s 
eye,  I  trust  hie  Grace  will  reoeiTe  it  with  indulgenee. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  remain, 

  Castlereagh. 

iMrd  Camdm  to  Lord  CeuUerwpk* 

Private  and  Confidential.  Berkeley  Square,  Xovember  16,  1798. 

Dear  Oadtlereagh — 1  am  extremely  happy  to  be  iut'urmed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  wish  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant  that  you 
should  suGoeed  Mr.  Pelbam  (smce  he  has  retinqoisbed  the 
situation  of  Secretaiy)  bad  been  acceded  to  by  the  Kin^  and 
bis  Ministers,  and  that  the  consent  of  the  English  Goyenn 
ment  had  been  communicated  to  Lord  ComwaUis. 

In  my  last  letter  from  Brighthclmstone,  I  mentioned  some 
circumstances  which  made  me  feci  less  happy  upon  this  suc- 
cession. I  entertain  the  same  opinion  upon  the  subject  there 
alluded  to  as  I  then  did  i  but  I  will  not  detain  you  by  any 
farther  observations  upon  it.  It  will  be  my  heartiest  wish  to 
render  every  part  of  yonr  duty  as  little  burdensome  as  pos* 
sible,  and  to  confirm  the  good  opinion  my  ooUeaguee  already 
entertain  of  you. 

You  will  have  seeu  the  Articles  of  llniou  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  Lord  ComwaUis,  together  with  the  instructions 
which  aoeompanied  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  he  is  antho- 
rised  to  speak  confidentially  with  the  principal  persons  in 
Ireland,  to  apprise  them  of  the  outlines  of  the  plan,  and  by 
that  means  so  to  pledge  Qovemment  to  the  attempt  as  to  im- 
press tho  minds  of  those  who  are  spoken  to  upon  the  subject 
with  the  idea  of  its  being  seriously  intended  to  carry  it  by 
Great  Britain.  That  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  received 
the  voice,  and  the  conversation,  and  the  influence  of  some  lead- 
ing characters,  before  this  authority  had  been  given,  I  have 
little  doubt ;  but,  since  Lord  Oomwallis  is  so  &r  authorised, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  has  committed  himself  I  conclude  you  have 
only  one  line  to  follow,  viz.,  to  talk  a  firm  and  decided  Ian* 
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guagc ;  to  find  out,  by  aa  much  address  as.poaaiblo,  the  expec- 
tations of  indWidoals,  and  the  objections  of  bodies  of  men ;  and 

to  lose  uu  tiuio  iu  jsocuriiig  tlic  one,  and  counteracting  the 
otherd. 

I  mentioned  to  the  Ministers,  this  day,  your  proposition  of 
coming  to  England,  after  having  sounded  tho  opinions  and 
inclinations  of  individuals  in  IreUnd;  and  it  seems  ttnivcrsally 
to  be  wished  that  yon  should  undertake  this  joumej.  The 
Duke  of  Portbnd  told  me  that  he  would  write  to  that  effect  to 
Lord  OomwaUis  within  one  or  two  posts. 

I  luive  had,  and  Mr.  Pitt  has  aW  had,  a  long  conversation 
with  Foster.'  He  is  ai^ainst  the  measure.  He  describes  the 
public  mind  to  bo  against  it,  and  recommends  delay.  How- 
ever, I  conjecture,  if  he  finds  the  measure  determined  upon 
here,  he  will  not  take  an  aetive  part  against  it.  I  know  how  im- 
portant a  man  he  is ;  and,  if  we  fiiil  of  making  an  impression 
upon  him  here,  you  must  giun  him  over  in  Ireland.  I  was 
very  happy  to  hear  him  speak  in  the  wannest  manner  of  you, 
and  rejoice  in  your  appointment. 

There  arc  cunipiaiuta  of  the  want  of  cuinnmnication  from 
Lord  Cornwallin,  particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  but  not 
only  by  him — Mr.  Pitt  feels  it  also.  He  certainly  does  not 
take  upon  himself  any  part  of  that  duty,  and  Qovemment 
here  is  not  apprized,  aa  it  ouglit  to  be,  of  the  events  in  Ireland* 
I  told  the  Duke  I  was  confident  you  would  undertake  to  give 
coiwtaut  liirunuatiou  upon  tho  interesting  points  which  oc- 
curred, nnd  which  T  should  advise  you  to  do;  but  that  sort  of 
communication  is  not  as  satis^tory  as  despatches  from  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  who  is  responsible  for  the  good  government 
of  the  country,  and  cannot  delegate  his  authority  to  any  one. 
Why  cannot  despatches  be  prepared  fi>r  his  signature  ?  It  has 
been  always  customary  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  in- 
formed of  every  event  by  the  Lord- Lieutenant. 

^  The  Right  Hon.  John  Forster,  Speaker  of  the  Irish  iiouae  of 

Commons. 
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Affiyn  upon  the  oonttnent  wear  the  moet  pioinising  aspect, 
and  I  eotertam  a  confidenoe  that  thu  kingdom  will  be  able 
to  netore  peace  to  Europe  upoa  some  plan  of  permaaent 
aeeuritj. 

Moet  eineerely  aod  affectionately  jonn. 

It  had  been  intended  to  mention  the  Union  in  the  King's 
•peeoh,  but  it  haa  been  etrock  oat. 


iMrd  CaUUrrngk  to  Mr.  WiMam. 

DnUin  CtaUe,  Nofcmber  17, 1798. 
Sip — Some  eircnmstanees  in  respect  to  regiments  of  English 

militia  8crvin£^  in  this  kins^dom  liave  been  privately  commnni- 
cated  to  tlio  Lord-Tiieutinant,  of  wlucli  his  Kxccllency  tiiinkis 
the  Duke  of  Portland  should  be  apprized.  The  impression,  in 
certain  of  the  corps,  both  of  the  officers  and  men,  is,  tliat  their 
obligation  of  semce  in  Ireland  tenninatee  with  the  English 
Act,  which  expires  one  month  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
It  is  stated  that,  in  the  North  Glonoester,  a  veiy  fine  corps, 
now  stationed  at  Droglieda,  the  expectation  strongly  exists  of 
their  beinj^  recalled,  or  permitted  to  return,  after  that  period. 
This  impression  is  founded,  I  understand,  upon  the  Act  having 
been  read  to  the  men  upon  parade,  before  the  oBcr  of  service 
was  made,  and  the  shortness  of  the  period  rather  held  out  as  an 
inducement.  The  desire  of  returning  to  England,  now  that  in- 
Tasion  seems  less  probable,  is  so  natural  a  feeling,  that  it  may 
affect  the  whole  or  a  very  large  proportion  of  that  force,  which 
must  have  so  salutary  a  political  influence  ai  Irelaiul  at  tlie 
present  moment,  exclusive  of  the  security  it  aiiords  against  the 
foreign  enemy. 

The  Lord-Lienteuant  is  the  more  apprehensive  of  the  incon> 
yenience  that  may  arise  from  this  feeling,  as  he  has  understood 
that  the  Marquees  of  Buckingham  has  expressed  an  intention 
of  applying  to  have  his  regiment  recalled.    The  example  of  so 
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high  a  penonage,  and  of  a  eorpa  which  first  huidcd,  cuuuot  iail 
to  have  a  powerful  infiuenoe  opou  the  oonduet  of  the  body  at 
laige. 

His  Ezoellenof  tnuts  this  sentiment  is  not  so  deeply  im- 
planted in  the  minds  of  the  soldiers  as  to  bo  productive  of 
serious  iuconvcnience  to  the  Kiiii^'y  service,  and  iveh  confident 
that  the  zeal  and  patriotism  both  of  officers  and  m  n  will  de- 
termine them  to  conform  to  his  Majesty^s  wishes  :  at  the  same 
Ume,  having  feoeived  the  above  intelligence,  he  is  desirons  that 
the  Kuig*8  Ministers  should  foresee  the  possibility  of  some 
diffionlty  arising  at  the  period  when  the  English  Aet  shall 
expire.  Not  having  had  time  to  inform  himself  very  accu- 
rutely  on  this  subject,  liia  Excellency  postpones  writing  to  the 
l>uko  of  Portland,  for  the  present. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  kc, 

  Oastlkrbaoh. 

Mr.  Wickham  to  Lord  CcuUereaffh. 

lioK  fleeiet  WbitduD,  Noraiber  84, 1798. 

My  Lord— I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  for- 
ward to  your  Lordship,  for  the  informatioB  of  his  Exeellency, 

the  enclosed  very  curious  and  interesting  report  of  the  state  of 
the  preparations  in  Brest  liarbour,  during  a  period  commencing 
the  i^ih.  October  and  ending  the  16th  iust. 

There  exist  many  reasons  why  the  general  tenour  of  this 
report  should  be  kept  extremely  secret. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &o., 

WiLUAH  WtCXHAM. 

Bfibikme$  of  tkeprindpeti  MmvemmU  at  Brett  iinee  ike  tailing 
of       dhition  under  Bompart  for  ike  coast  of  Irehnd,  to 

th£  \  Wi  of  November,  tnclmtve. 

Brest,  October  19.  A  lugger  came  in,  with  information  that 
it  had  parted  on  the  17th,  in  the  evening,  with  the  division 
from  Boehelbrt,  of  three  frigates,  haying  on  board  1500  chosen 
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tioopB,  off  the  south-west  coast  of  Ireland.  They  bad  learned 
nothing  of  Bompart^s  division.  The  fngaies  stood  to  the 
northward  to  their  destination. 

October  20.  Orders  were  this  day  issued  to  complete^  with 

all  possible  expedition,  the  followin'x  six  ships  to  three  months, 
of  all  species  of  provisions  aii<l  six  months  of  wine,  viz..  Lo 
Fonnidable,  80  guns ;  Le  Batave,  74  guns ;  La  Constitution, 
74  guns;  Le  Dix  A  out,  74  guns;  Le  Wattigny,  74  guns  j 
and  the  oonretto,  La  Bdussite,  that  was  hinnched  the  18th. 
The  craws  of  the  foregoing  have  been  completed  finom  six  ships 
ordered  into  the  harbour:  only  two  more  will  remain  in  the 
Road,  viz.,  the  BeTolution  and  Berwick. 

October  21 .  The  Fougueux  and  Gaulois  were  forced  to  come 
in  before  tho  Z^\6  and  Dix  Aoht  joined  the  other  part  of  the 
diyision  in  the  Road,  as  tho  lattor  two  ships  had  no  cablet^  and 
wwe  supplied  with  those  of  the  former. 

October  23.  The  Indomptable  was  this  morning  ordered  to  be 
completed,  and  to  join  the  division  in  the  Road,  now  STowedly 
destined  fbr  Ireland.  Artillery,  stores,  munitions,  and  troops 
are  daily  arriving  and  embarked :  12,000  men  are  ordered  for 
embarkation,  to  l>e  commanded  by  Kilmaine'a  nuijor-general, 
who  is  not  yet  arrived.  Most  of  the  tnn.p.s  are  already  in  tho 
neighbourfaood.  They  have  been  drawn  from  the  garrisons  on 
the  coasts  and  interior  of  the  proTinoe,  where  their  placee  are 
supplied  by  detachmento  of  Oendaimerie,  and  the  Bnigher 
Militia,  and  National  Guards.  Great  uneasiness  preyails  re- 
specting the  fate  of  Bompart^s  division,  which  this  is  intended 
to  i;o  in  support  of. 

Octolx?r  24.  The  arrival  of  the  frigate,  La  Uomaino,  and 
corvette,  La  Biche,  last  night,  extremely  shattered  and  mauled 
in  battle,  from  the  division  of  Bompart,  has  solved  all  doubts 
and  thrown  the  town  and  port  in  great  consternation,  the  im* 
mediate  effect  of  whidi  has  been  a  uniTersal  desertion  of  all  the 
sailors  that  were  on  shore,  though  every  precaution  was  taken 
by  the  chiefs  of  Administration,  that  details  of  their  defeat 
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should  not  he  known.  Tlicy  state  that  all  that  were  not  taken 
were  sunk,  except  three  fng^tefly  (of  which  themselvea  one)  and 
the  oorvette,  who  escaped  by  good  sailing  from  the  most  tre- 
mendous fire,  that  had  forced  the  Hoche  to  make  the  signal  of 
haTing  500  men  kon  eombat,  before  they  struck  her  colours 
to  the  irresistible  force  of  the  Duvila  of  the  Sea.  Such  i.s  the 
torpor  tlicy  have  brought  with  them,  that  the  very  buut\s  crew 
that  lauded  the  officer  to  report  liavc  deserted,  and  are  not  to 
be  found)  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  conniving  at  those  de- 
sertions. 

November  1.  Six  thousand  men,  destined  Ibr  embaikation, 
were,  howeyer,  xeviewed  this  morning,  and  orders  giTcn  to  re- 
double  the  vigilance  with  which  the  new  amament  is  prose* 

cuted,  under  direction  of  Citizen  Queransfal,  commander  of  the 
Du  Qucsiie.  Many  Irish  prisoners  of  war  have  been  brought 
from  the  interior,  and  embarked  on  tliose  ^liips.  Accuuuta  are 
arrived  from  L'Orieut  of  the  arrival  of  La  Seinillante. 

November  2nd.  After  a  council,  held  on  the  arrival  of  au 
officer  from  Paris,  the  following  ships  were  definitively  ordered 
to  compose  the  division,  which  is  still  avowed  as  intended  fi>r 
Ireland.  Orders  are  given  to  complete  them  finom  the  stores 
indistinctly  taken  from  all  other  ships.  The  frigates  intended 
to  join  this  division  aro  nut  yet  named,  but  here  follow  the 
names  of  the  ships:  Tlndomptable,  80  guns;  Lo  Formi- 
dable, 80  guns ;  Le  Wattigny,  74  guns  ;  La  Cimstitution, 
74  guns  I  Le  Dix  Aoi^t,  74  guns ;  Le  Zd^,  74  guns*  These 
six  are  aU  complete,  and  ready  ht  sea.  Le  Jean  Bart^  74 
guns  I  Le  Jemappe,  74  guns  |  Le  Titannicide,  74  guns ;  Le 
Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  74  gnnsj  Le  Tonrville,  74  guns; 
Le  Montblanc,  74  guns,  fitting  with  great  activity.  It  ub  not 
yet  known  to  whom  the  chief  command  by  sea  will  be  confided, 
neither  is  that  of  tlie  troops  definitively  fixe<l.  Greneral  Kil- 
maine  or  his  Major-General  are  (le:jii:nated,  but  not  yet  arrived. 
Au  affected  report  has  been  immediately  spread,  tiiat  this  ex- 
pedition was  intended  for  the  Mediterranean,    That  perhaps 
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owed  its  origin  to  the  arrival  of  two  or  throe  ootifidential  offioeri  of 

tho  staff  of  the  Arm^  d'Angleterre  from  Rouen,  where  tin  y  had 
remained  since  their  chief,  Buonaparte,  had  taken  another  direc- 
tion. The  new  corvetto.  liithcrto  intended  to  inllow  the  diviijion 
designed  for  Ireland,  h^  been  this  day  attaelied  to  the  twelve 
ships  in  armament,  with  her  name  changed  finom  fi^owite  to 
La  Dteaverte. 

NoTemher  13th.  Bj  orders  arrived  from  Paris,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  that  have  began  to  be  pat  in  ezecntion,  a 
^neral  disarmament  immediately  talces  phuse.  The  fiimons 
armament  «it  the  twelve  ships,  tliat  so  lately  excited  every  ex- 
traordinary exertion,  is  dismantiui^  with  all  expedition.  They 
are  almost  all,  00/0^  the  WaUi^n^^  completely  unrigged,  and 
orders  have  been  given  this  morning  to  iifl  their  shrouds  and 
standing  rigging,  and  to  get  their  lower  yards,  fore  and  aft,  on 
board,  so  as  to  pnt  them  in  a  complete  state  of  oidinary.  Signal 
was  likewise  made  this  morning  to  prepare  towarp  them  to  wtntor 
moorings  up  the  harbonr ;  only  a  guard-ship  or  two,  and  the 
cruising  frigates,  are  destined  to  keep  the  UoaJ  this  winter. 

The  Wattiijny  is  eoiupleted  to  six  months  of  every  species 
of  provisions,  and  has  been  chosen  from  her  ({ualities  of  supe- 
rior sailing  to  accompany  the  frigate  La  Comelie,  on  a  secret 
expedition,  destined,  as  it  is  whispered  at  the  bureanz,  for  the 
East  Indies.  They  have  embarked  eases  said  to  contain  pre- 
sento  for  the  Snltann  Tippoo,  that  were  brought  here  by  the 
officers  ci'demnt  attached  to  Berthier,  who  came  here  a  few 
days  ago.  Ki:j;]iteeii  thousand  men,  the  elite  of  the  army  that 
had  assembled  about  Brest,  have  received  their  march orders 
to  join  the  army  under  Jourdao,  on  the  Rhine,  by  forced 
marches ;  the  rest  of  the  force  cantoned  near  Brest  retrograde 
to  their  former  quarters  on  the  coaste  of  the  province.  The 
gun-vessels  and  flat-boats,  armed  in  ito  different  porte,  are 
all  dismantling  and  hauling  np  in  the  rivers  in  places  of 
safety,  which  wouhl  lead  to  judge  at  Irjust  that  any  considerable 
expedition  by  sea  was  given  up  fur  a  time — although  all  the 
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oommis8arlo8  and  reviewing  officers  of  the  classes  have  just 
receiyed  oid«»  to  review  immediateiy  with  great  exactitude, 
and  to  make  retuniB  of  all  sea&riiig  men  tliat  oould  be  raiaed 
in  their  different  arronHmiMtUi ;  and  pUcarda  have  just  been 
affixed  at  Nantes,  UOrient,  Brest,  Morkix,  and  St.  Maloes, 
to  invite  proposals  to  be  given  in,  to  build  by  contract  sixteen 
liue-of-battlo  sliip.s,  oii^hteon  frigates,  and  sixteen  liirht  vessels, 
or  corvettes.  A  cousidurabio  number  of  Iriyh  prisoners  of  war, 
some  of  whom,  the  less  number,  had  been  seduced  and  deluded^ 
the  others  forced  to  embark  for  the  last  projected  expedition 
to  Ireland,  have  been  landed  again,  and  ordered  from  Brest  to 
Valenciennes,  to  be  exchanged.  It  is  intimated  to  me  that 
there  are  among  them  characters  that  it  may  be  expedient  to 
look  after,  if  they  should  soon  be  exchanged ;  and  1  humbly 
submit  this  gtuonil  intimation  that  I  have  received,  as  a  hint 
for  precaution  against  those  who  may  have  been  at  Brest. 

St.  Malo,  November  16. — There  is  one  of  the  frigates  that 
have  been  building  at  Port  Solidor  these  two  years,  finished 
and  destined  to  be  launched  at  the  next  spring-tides,  after  the 
26th  of  Noyember.  A  convoj  of  small  vessels  with  com  left 
St.  Malo  for  Brest  two  days  since.  No  other,  movements  on 
the  neighbouring  coaeits  de«>urviug  attention. 
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Mr,  J},  F,  Uyau  to  tk^  Marqum  0/ L<mdmderry,* 

Perceiyitig  thai  yonr  Lordahip  htm  annomioed  the  ObBtlerca^h 

Paj)t;ia  for  publication,  I  huiiibiy  venture  to  transmit  to  you 
the  following  pages  reepectiof;  tho  Arrost  of  Lord  Edmd  FiU- 
gorald,  hia  Death,  and  that  of  Captain  Ryan.  As  this  ovent 
has  always  been  misrepresented,  I  liavo  invari:U>ly  rotutotl  tlu- 
published  statements,  but  1  have  never  till  now  furnished  a  full 
and  perfect  detail.  Should  yonr  Lordship  i^vproTe  of  any  part 
of  the  enclosed,  the  insertion  of  it  in  yonr  woik  would  do 
justice  to  the  memory  of  a  bravo  and  liigh-uiiuded  man,  aud 
gratify  tho  feelings  of 

Your  Lordship^s  most  ohedient  servant. 

Dam  1:1.  I'^RKDHURK  Ryan, 
Jla]Ti^^ter-at-Law,  tbnnerly  of  Dublin, 
and  late  Assistant  Secretaiy, 
Excise  Office,  ZondlM. 

*  This  Letter,  enelodng  a  Narralive  of  drcanutaneei  ■!tr*^*f  the 
Arrest  of  Lord  Ednftid  Fiti^psrald  and  the  Death  of  Oaptaia  Ryan,  hai 
just  been  sent  to  me  by  his  son,  Mr.  D.  F.  Ryan.  As  I  have  no  doaU 
of  its  perfeetaocttTM^, I  append  it  to  this  volume;  towhidiitpirtieuhrly 
behmgs.  See  Lord  CaattereagVa  Letter  to  Mr.  Unchham,  of  November 
3,  1798,  respecting  the  public  services  of  Major  Sitr  and  Csptain  Ryan, 
p.  123. 
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NARRATIYE  OP 

THE  A&BEST  OF  LOBD  EDWAED  FITZGERALD, 
AKB  DEATH  OF  CAPTAIN  RTAN. 

In  the  year  1798,  the  nmneroofi  class  uf  the  dUaffectcd  in 
Ireland,  though  mach  disoonoertod  by  the  fialoro  of  (heir  ex- 
pectfttionB  from  France,  were  8o  hard  preflsed  by  the  Tigorons 
and  neoeBsarilj  eeyere  meaenieB  of  Goyemment,  which  had  ob- 
tained intelligeuce  of  their  plans,  that  the^r  resolved  no  longer 
to  delay  making  trial  of*  their  strength  l»v  arms.  In  the  month 
of  Febniary,  thoyfonned  a  military  Gommittec,  which  divw  up 
instructions  for  their  officers  and  commanders,  bat  the  great 
body  of  the  lower  class  were  wholly  destitute  of  proper  arms 
and  aooontrements,  for  which  they  had  relied  on  importations 
from  France  and  Holland.  Such,  however,  was  their  ardour, 
that  thejr  crowded  to  the  standards  of  their  chiefs,  and  during 
that  and  the  following  month  the  spirit  of  disaffection  had  spread 
itself  over  many  of  the  Southern  districts,  whiLit  an  active  cor- 
respondence w;is  carried  on  with  those  ut  tlie  North.  A  geneml 
Insurrection  had  been  determined  on,  in  which  the  Castle  of 
Dublin,  the  Camp  near  it,  and  the  Artillery,  were  to  have  been 
surprised  in  one  night,  and  other  places  were  to  have  been 
seixed  at  the  same  time.  The  disclosure  of  the  plot,  howeyer, 
by  one  of  the  conspirators,^  led  to  the  seizure  of  fourteen  of  the 
Delegates  at  a  house  in  Dublin ;  and  the  information  of  a  militia 
officer,*  who,  it  is  supposed,  had  entered  .imongat  them  a^  a  spy, 
produced  other  <li.Ncoverie8,  which  entirely  defeated  their  design. 
Nothing  now  remained  but  an  open  appeal  to  arms,  wliich,  it  was 
determined  on,  should  occur  on  the  night  of  the  23rd  of  May,  but 
the  arrest  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  prevented  any  outbreak 
in  Dublin ;  though,  on  the  24th,  the  towns  of  Naas,  Carlow, 
and,  shortly  afterwards,  Wexford  were  vigorously  assaulted. 

'  lleyuolds  to  C«l>c,  &c. 

*  Captain  ^Irmstrong :  see  the  trial  of  the  Shearscs. 
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Sir  Richard  Musgraye's  acooimt  of  the  Mnst  of  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitsgemld,  although  contemporaneoiu  with  the  event,  ia 

too  concise ;  this  he  promised  to  correct,  as  well  as  to  explain 
the  extent  of  Major  Swan's  participation  iu  the  tran.-'aetion, 
but  ho  (lid  not  livo  loiiij^  oiiouirh  to  publish  a  second  edition. 
Mr.  Maxwell  has  published  a  History  of  the  Rebellion  of  1 798, 
which,  from  its  style,  is  evidently  an  ex-parte  statement.  That 
by  Mr.  Moore  was  undertaken  without  due  oonsidetation  or 
information,  as  wiU  appear  from  his  letter  dated  8ih  July^  18S1, 
whieh  was  published  in  the  Timet  and  l^andard  newspapers, 
of  the  9th  January,  1839,  in  refhtstion  of  a  very  ftlse  acconnt 
that  was  coutaiued  iu  the  Life  of  the  too  notorious  Tlioniad 
Reynolds. 

Let  me,  for  tho  benefit  of  the  present  generation,  premise  a 
few  observations  on  the  state  of  society  in  Ireland  at  the  time 
of  that  Rebellion.  At  that  ealamitous  period,  trea8<»  and 
sedition  had  so  inflamed  the  popdaee,  that  the  safety  of  the 
loyalists  and  the  Ooyemment  depended  entirely  on  the  pro* 
teotion  of  the  Yeomanry  and  the  Army.  In  oonsequenee  of 
thid  widely  extended  disaffection,  gentlemen  of  the  Iiighest 
rank  and  station  were  compelled  to  dischan^e  the  most  menial 
tasks ;  upon  one  occasion,  the  High  Sheriff  of  a  County  was 
fbrced  to  undertake  the  odious  office  of  carrying  into  execution, 
with  his  own  hands,  the  last  sentence  of  the  law.  Hence  it 
was,  that  we  find,  in  the  annals  of  that  Rebellion,  gentlemen  in 
Captain  Ryan''s  station  concerned  in  the  arrest  of  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  instead  of  the  ordinary  police  agents  who  would 
now  be  employed  in  such  services. 

Although  l.oid  Edward  Fitzirerald  remained  in  concealment 
near  Dublin,  from  the  l'2th  of  March,  yet  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  measures  were  taken  for  his  capture,  till  the  issuing 
of  a  Proclamation,  dated  the  1 1th  of  May,  offering  a  reward 
for  hb  person.  After  that,  information  was  reoeived  that  he 
and  several  of  his  confederated  associates  would  pass  through 
Watling  Struct  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  May.    Mr.  Cwjke^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


460 


ARREST  OF  LORD  E.  PITZQBRALD,  AND 


ITnder-Seeretaiy  at  Dublin  Castle,  having  eommnnicatod  this 
information  and  given  instraetione,  Major  Sirr  and  Captain 

Ryaii)  with  another  Volnntecr  friend,  Mr.  Emerson,  and  a  few 
soldierii  in  coloured  rlothc^vs,  had  a  skiunish  with  them,  when 
Major  Sirr  wa-s  iired  at,  and  the  whole  party  in  danger  from 
the  desperation  and  violence  of  Lord  Edward  and  his  band  of 
supporters;  bat  Captain  Rjan  succeeded  in  Becnring  John 
M^Cabe,  a  rery  actiTO  member  of  the  Union,  who  was  after- 
wards tried  and  executed.  Unfortunatelj,  in  this  sffiay^  the 
strength  of  the  party  was  diTided;  there  being  two  approaehes 
to  the  place,  Major  Sirr  and  Captain  Byan  found  it  uecesjary 
to  separate;  and,  from  this  diviaiuu  of  their  force,  Lord  Edward 
and  his  friends  had  the  advantage  of  numbtirs  over  each  of 
thcni  during  the  encounter. 

The  GoTomment  were  again  informed  that  Murphy's  house, 
in  Thomas  Street,  had  been  selected  as  the  plaee  where  Lord 
Edward  was  to  conceal  himself  until  he  should  give  the  signal 
for  a  simultaneons  rising  of  the  Rebel  forces ;  his  uniform  was 
aecordin^ly  sent  thither.  Tht-  iiiiunuaiioii  stated  the  existence 
of  a  staircase,  coiiiriiunieatinir  between  Lord  Edward's  bed- 
chamber  and  the  roof  of  the  house,  wliich,  in  case  of  surprise, 
afforded  an  easy  mode  of  escape  over  the  adjoining  buildings, 
where  a  further  retreat  was  prepared.  This  description  of  the 
premises  is  particularly  necessary  towards  understanding  that 
it  was  the  knowledge  of  this  means  of  retreat  that  led  to  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald^s  desperation,  and  called  upon  Captain  Byan 
for  the  exertion  of  his  calm  and  devoted  courajje. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  (just  four  days  before  the  intended 
Insurrection),  a  Secretary  of  Statc''8  warrant  was  directed  to 
Town- Majors  Sirr  and  Swan,  and  Captain  Byan,  requiring 
them,  with  eight  soldiers,  to  proceed  to  Thomas  Street,  to  arrest 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  On  reaching  the  house.  Major  Sirr 
and  the  soldiers  remained  below  to  defend  the  house  against 
the  mob,  while  Captain  Ryan  and  Major  Swan  ascended  the 
^(aireaso.    Major  Swan  lii»t  entered  Lord  Edward's  aj>a>'tuient, 
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and,  on  finding  his  Loidship,  cried  out, Vou  aro  my  prisoner  P 
upon  which  the  latter  aimed  a  blow  with  his  da^vger  at  Swan, 
who  parried  it  with  his  hand.  The  bkde,  after  passing  be- 
tween the  fingers,  glanced  along  the  side,  inflicting  a  superfi- 
cial wound,  of  which  ho  recovered  in  about  a  fortnight.  Swan, 
thua  wounded,  exclaimed,  *'  Ryan,  11  van,  I  am  basely  mur- 
dered !*"  Captain  Ryan,  who  h;ul  been  searching  another  part 
of  the  house,  on  hearing  this  exclamation,  immediately  ran  in, 
and,  seising  Lord  Edward,  threw  him  back  on  the  bed,  where 
a  violent  stru^le  ensued,  in  which  Captain  Ryan  received  an 
awful  wound  in  the  stomach.  He  instantly  started  np,  and 
attempted  to  use  a  sword-cane.  >  A  most  unequal  contest  ibi- 
lowed,  and  lastrd  for  about  tt  ii  minutes,  in  the  course  of  which 
Captain  Ryan,  unarmed,  resolutely  niaiutainnl  his  irrasp  of  his 
prisoner,  who,  with  desperate  ferocity,  inilicied  wound  after 
wound,  to  the  number  of  fourteen.^  Captain  Ryan'*s  hands 
being  disabled,  he  clang  round  Lord  Edward  with  his  legs^ 
and,  though  dragged  through  the  room  towards  the  door, 
effectually  prevented  Lord  Edward^s  escape  to  the  staircase ; 
all  this  time,  Lord  Edward  was  unhurt,  his  opponent  defence- 
less, nevertheless,  he  recklessly  wounded,  and  brandished  his 
awfully  constructed  double-edged  dagger,  worn  for  the  express 
purpose  of  carrying  death  to  any  assailant.  This  horrifying 
scene  lasted  until  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers,  and  was  terminated 
by  Major  Sirr  dischaiging  a  pistol  at  Lord  Edward ;  the  ball 
entered  his  shoulder,  but  even  then,  so  outrageous  was  he,  that 
the  military  had  to  cross  their  muskets  and  force  him  down  to 
the  floor,  before  he  could  be  overpowered  and  secured.^ 

*  Mtyor  Sirr,  in  1839,  handed  this  aword-caae  to  Captain  Byan's 

grandson. 

'  Sir  Richrircl  Mu^^'rave,  Moore,  and  Maxwell  are  silent  on  this  point. 

'  Major  Swaii  was,  as  all  the  writers  on  this  occurrence  a^ee,  the  fir?»t 
\slio  met  and  was  wounded  by  Lord  Edward.  It  is  said  that  he  waj* 
found  by  M^jor  Sirr  grasping  bis  Lord«hip;  it  b  difficult  to  rm)Qcile 
thia  with  hit  not  being  again  wounded,  with  hia  having  received  but  two 
wontidB;  Captain  Ryan's  were  fbnrlcen. 
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By  direction  of  Major  Sirr,  Lord  Edward  was  removed  in  a 
aedaa-ehair  (o  Dnblin  GasUe,  under  a  strong  eaoori  of  militaiy, 
who  bad  been  sent  to  support  the  amalt  party  at  fint  employed 
en  this  important  duty.  In  the  OwUe,  every  attention  was  paid 
to  his  Lordship*s  wound  and  sitnation,  but  be  was  afterwards 
removed  to  the  prison  of  Newgate,  under  the  obli^tion  of  the 
law,  ill  n  fcrence  to  liis  criim^s  of  treason  anil  assassination. 

It  has  been  asserted  tlmt  Lord  Edward  resisted  the  dressiu); 
of  his  wound,  and,  when  it  was  done,  tore  oflf  the  bandages. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  he  was  going  on  so  iayonraUy,  that  his 
reouveiy  was  folly  expected  bat,  having  heard  that  CSaptain 
Ryan  was  dead,  and  Ming  that  there  was  no  escape  from  the 
charge  of  murder,  be  dedined  rapidly  in  body  and  mind,  and 
died  on  tlie  4tli  vt  .June.  His  remains  were  privately  intc  rii  <1 
at  WerbuFL^irs  church.  Un  27tli  of  July,  a  Bill  wxs 
brought  ibrward  for  his  attainder  by  the  Attorney-General, 
and  was  passed,  notwithstanding  the  opposing  influence  of  the 
highest  personages,  even  Royalty  itself.* 

Sir  Riebaid  Musgraye  states  that  "  Lord  Edwavd  had 
served  with  reputation  in  the  19th  Regiment  during  the 
American  war ;  that,  on  many  occasions,  he  displayed  great 
valour  and  considerable  abilities  as  an  officer,  was  esteemed  for 
bin  fi-aukness,  kr.^ 

The  brave  and  unfortuuate  Fitzgerald,^  says  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone,  was  meditating  an  attack  upon  the  capital, 
which  was  to  have  taken  plaoe  a  few  days  after  that  on  which 
he  WIS  arrested.^ 

Dr.  M^Nevin  pays  to  the  memoiy  of  his  Lordship  a  tribute 
of  still  higher  panegyric,  perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to 
call  it  bombast.  **  The  Irish  nation  couhi  not  austain  a  greater 
misfortune  in  the  person  of  any  one  individual,  than  befel  it  in 
the  loss  of  Fitzgerald  at  that  critical  moment.  .  .  .  With  un- 
questioned intrepidity,  republicanism,  and  devotion  to  Irebiud, 

*  Lord  Heiiiy  FiCq;eii]d.-*lfo0re^  p»  132. 

*  The  attainder  was  reversed  in  1819. 
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with  popularity  that  gave  him  unbounded  influence,  and  in- 
tegrity that  iiUMi«  him  worthy  of  ^o  highest  trust,  had  he  been 
praeent  in  the  Irieh  eamp,  to  oiganiie,  discipline}  and  give  to 
the  valour  of  hia  country  a  acientifio  direction,  we  ehonld  hare 
seen  the  shiTes  of  Monarchy  fly  before  the  Republicans  of 
Ireland,  as  they  did  before  the  patriots  of  Aiiitriea/' 

Moore  ackiiowlt'dires  that  the  sacrifu  i  (  f  Captain  Ryan"'R  lifo 
caused  the  preservatiou  of  Dublin,  and  ruin  to  the  hopes  ol"  the 
conspirators  and  rebels.  But  etilV  he  adds,  the  Bebellion 
followed,  20,000  loyal  men  suffered,  50,000  rebels  Tarionsly 
expiated  their  crimes.^ 

The  following  letter,  addreesed  to  Mr.  D.  F.  Ryan,  and  by 
him  published  in  the  Times  and  Standard  newspajwrs,  of  the 
9th  Januarv,  lfs3f),  and  which  was  very  ixenerally  copi^  by 
the  press,  will  no  doubt  be  read  with  iuterust : — 

Dublin,  December  29,  1838. 

**  My  dear  Ryan — I  received  your  letter,  referring  to  the 
account  given  in  the  2VmM*  newspaper  of  the  taking  Lord 
Edward  Fitxgerald,  and  requesting  to  know  whether  I  autho- 
rized that  account  as  giren. 

**  I  know  not  anything  how  the  occurrence  took  place  in  the 
room  Lord  Edward  was  di.scovered  in  ;  Imt,  on  my  arrival  in 
view  of  Lord  Edward,  Ryau,  and  Swan.  I  belield  his  Lordship 
standing,  with  a  dagger  in  Ids  hand,  as  if  ready  to  plunge  it  into 
my  friends,  while  dear  Ryan,  seated  on  the  bottom  step  of  the 
flight  of  the  upper  stairs,  had  Lord  Edward  grasped  with  both 
his  arms  by  the  legs  or  thighs,  and  Swan*  in  a  somewhat 
similar  situation,  both  labouring  under  the  torment  of  their 
wounds,  when,  without  hesitation,  I  fired  at  Lord  Edward^a 

*  liZtnieted  from  the  Lift  of  Thomas  Bcynolds.** 

*  The  friends  of  Captain  Kyan  did  not  eoncme  that  M^jor  Swan  bore 
an  equal  part  through  the  oonteat,  though  appcanmees  might  give  a 
colour ;  the  number  of  wounds  relativdy  received  was  considered  aa  proof 
of  the  respeotive  exertions  of  Swan  and  Ryan. 
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da(;ger>ann,  and  the  instrument  of  deatli  fell  to  the  ground. 
Haviog  Becared  the  titled  prisoner,  my  first  concern  was  for 
yonr  dear  other's  safety.  I  viewed  hie  intestines  with  grief 
and  sorrow.   I  found  a  peaoeM  and  hospitable  habitation  for 

him  in  a  neighbonring  house,  Mr.  Ti^^he's,  and  placed  a  guard 
over  Yam  tor  bin  protection.  ISw.in  \va.s  jible  to  assibt  liiinseh' 
with  tho  aid  I  affonled  him,  and  I  had  him  conveved  in  a  sedan- 
chair,  which  went  iii  tho  procession  with  the  prisoner,'  to 
the  Castle,  and  thence  conveyed  him  to  his  residenoe. 

"  Your  dear  fother  was  a  man  of  hononr,  and  courageous, 
and  often  was  a  partner  with  me  on  dangerous  and  momentous 
ooeasions  at  that  eventlbl  period ;  and  I  trust  he  reigns  in  a 
heavenly  mansion,  not  made  with  hands. 

"  I  have  by  me  your  fatlu  rs  sword-ranc,  unsheathed,  as  I 
found  it,  which  shall  be  yours,  should  you  wiiih  it. 

"  I  agree  with  you  relative  to  Lord  Edward  j  he  was  con- 
sidered a  highly  honourable  man  at  Gibraltar,  whore  I  knew 
him  when  he  was  on  a  visit  to  the  governor  of  that  garrison. 

Bemember  me  to  your  &mily  in  the  kindest  manner,  and 
believe  me,  with  sincerity  and  suicere  regard,  yuura  most  truly, 

"  Hknry  Charles  Sikr. 

*'  D.  F.  Ryan,  Esq.,  Excise  Uiiice,  London. 

**  PS.  I  for<»ot  to  mention  that  Mrs.  Reynolds  and  her  sou 
ciiUed  on  me  some  tuonths  ago,  wishing  to  have  some  account  of 
Lord  Edward's  affair.  1  told  him  what  I  knew,  and  could  not 
have  supposed  that  he  would  mention  incorrectly  my  account. 
I  knew  nothing,  as  I  said,  as  to  what  occurred  in  the  chamber; 
my  knowledge  only  went  as  to  what  I  have  now  related,  but  I 
donH  think  he  meant  anything  to  hurt  feelings. 

«  H.  0.  S.^ 

Earl  Camden,  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Government,  sent  the  State  surgeons,  with  every  posnble 

^  Hurphy  and  all  otbprs  found  in  the  house  were  made  prisonenu 
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assistance,  and  exhibited  the  most  earnest  solicitude  during 
Captain  Byan''8  sufferinirs.  All  human  exertions,  however, 
proved  unavailing ;  he  died  ofhia  wounds  on  the  30th  of  May, 
and  was  intenred  as  described  in  the  DubUn  Jimmal  of  the 
2iid  June,  1798.  The  intenneiit  of  the  hunODted  Oaptain 
Byan  took  place  yesteiday.  Every  loyal  man  in  the  City,  not 
immediately  occnpied  by  military  duty,  attended  the  body  of 
their  belove<l  fVllow-soldier  to  the  grave.  The  fiineral.  thus 
attended  by  1500  gentlemen  in  uniform,  and  an  inliiiito  numixT 
of  lamenting  friends,  proceeded  through  the  principal  streets 
to  St.  Mary''8  Ohurcht  where  the  last  somrc  was  performed 
amidst  the  tears  of  many  thousands.  His  Yeomanry  coips 
(the  St.  Sepulehre^s)  fired  over  his  grave.  The  attendance 
which  followed  Oaptain  Ryan^s  foneral  was  truly  honourable 
to  the  loyal  Yeomanry  of  this  city ;  it  has  proved  the  strong 
feeling  of  s^ratitude  which  every  man  entertained  towiiids  a 
gallant  gentleman,  who  sacrificed  his  own  life,  and  saved  the 
City  of  Dublin  from  massacre.^ 

CSaptain  Ryan  had  been  an  officer  in  the  103d  regiment, 
commanded  by  the  brave  Sir  Balph  Abereromby.  On  the 
reduction  of  that  regiment,  he  settled  in  Dublin,  and  became 
editor  of  PiifiUnm''*9  DubUn  J<mmai,  of  which  his  uncle,  Cap- 
tain OiffarJ,  was  proprietor.  Thus  situated,  he  became  closely 
connected  with  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke,  the  other  members  of  the 
Government,  and  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  &c.  Being  a  zealous 
kyalist,  he  raised  the  St.  Sepulchre's  corps,  which  he  oom- 
maoded. 

He  was  a  volunteer  (at  the  request  of  Mr.  Cooke,  fte.)  with 
the  stipendiary  magistrates,  Majors  Sinr  and  Swan,  in  most  of 
the  dangerous  enterprises  attendant  on  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.'  He  left  a  widow  and  three  young  children.  A  pen- 
sion of  ^200  a-year  was  granted  to  Mrs.  Ryan,  a  small  ollice 
to  the  son  in  1808 ;  but  the  continued  kindness  of  the  Marquess 
Camden,  and  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Watson  Taylor,  introduced 

*  MiMjgiavc  records  aevenl  iaiCsiiees. 
VOL.  I.  H  H 
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him  (the  aon)  to  Mr.  now  Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  wis  genei  uly 
pleased  to  adYanoe  his  proepeote,  an  advantage  Ibr  whi  i  he 
now  ezpreBBes  hie  hnmble  but  most  devoted  and  reap  ;tfiil 
gratitude  to  that  rifE^ht  honourable  Baronet. 

The  fate  of  a  nobleman,  brother  of  the  Duke  of  r^eii  «tcr, 
iiephcw  of  the  Duke  ot  lli<  limond,  connected  with  spvei  ,1  of 
tlic  liii^hest  families  of  England,  as  well  as  the  iniportar  •©  of 
the  cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  excited  the  Ut(  liest 
interest.  Hence  it  is,  that  Mr.  Moore  and  sereral  other  ]  rose 
writers  of  his  class,  have  put  forward  Lord  EdwanTs  ac  ions 
in  the  most  glowing  ooloars.  Moore,  by  hia  Life  of  ]  jord 
Edward  Fitsgerald,^  has  aeoordingly  made  public  pnrate 
letters  and  oftit  iul  communications  evidently  never  intended  for 
publication.  He  hm  thereby  attempted  to  throw  a  shadow 
on  the  Camden  Administration,  includin;;  Lords  Castiereasrh 
and  Clare,  Mr.  Cooke,  «^c.,  and  dealt  condemnation  on  the 
system  by  which  a  Bebellion,  of  the  most  deeply  oiganiied  and 
daring  nature  was  suppressed,  but  not  extinguished ;  it  shot 
forth  in  1803^  and,  having  received  all  necessary  culture  from 
that  time,  has  again  raised  its  daring  head. 

Mr.  Moore  has  not  reflected  that,  nuder  the  miseries  of  eivil 
war,  rvcnts  must  happen  that  grejit  and  good  men  ^vould  not 
countenance  J  and  that  the  imperative  consideration  of  the 
Irish  Government  was  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  pro* 
perties  of  the  community,  the  integrity  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  honour  of  the  British  Grown ;  less  means  than  those  used 
would  not  have  availed ;  as  it  was,  Mr.  Moore  is  authority 
that  20,000  Loyalists  suffered  and  50,000  Rebels  ;  but,  he  may 
add  to  this  tlie  thousands  driven  to  exile  and  plunged  into 
rum,  families  annihilated,  and  estates  sequestrated  and  mort- 
gaged. Tlii.s  was  the  ©fleet  of  an  insane  attempt,  which  is 
palliated  by  him,  nay,  even  held  up  with  all  the  attraction  of 
romance,  fiction,  and  argument. 

Situated  as  Ireland  has  been  and  is,  with  an  extensive  popu- 
lation alienated  from  British  connection,  Mr.  Moore^s    Life  of 
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Lord  Edward  Fitsgerald,^  quoting  Aristoile^  wu  highly  m- 
jarionB ;  the  work  did  not  relieve  the  Genddinea  from  taint— 
the  gossip  of  cariosity  alone  was  satisfied.    Turning  to  p.  196, 

vol.  ii.,  we  are  told,  in  referenco  to  the  mutual  relations  between 
rultTd  and  tlieir  subjects,  tliat,  if  the  majority  be  dissatisfied, 
the  Government  will  soon  be  subverted.''  The  niajurity  in 
Ireland  wiU  always  be  dissatisfied  with  ;i  Protestant  Monarchy ; 
but,  as  the  majority  of  British  sabjeeto  will  maintain  it,  Ireland* 
instead  of  being  misled  by  the  term  majority,  if  Idndly  hi- 
stmeted,  would  have  learned  that  her  majority  was  a  small 
minority  of  the  population  of  the  British  Empire. 

Mr.  Moore's  book  appears  to  have  been  written  in  an  oc? 
captandum  manner-— everything  ofi'-hand — right  and  wrong. 
When  he  was  addressed  on  the  error  of  his  statements,  his 
reply  was  as  follows 

Siopcrton  Cottage,  Devizes,  July  8,  1838. 
Sir — I  lament  that  it  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  hear  of 
yon  somewhat  earlier,  as  the  part  of  my  work  where  you  could 
be  of  use  to  me  has  been  some  time  finished.  The  assistance, 
however,  of  your  recollections  would  have  been  a  great  satisfiM!- 
tion  to  me ;  and  if  you  would  still  be  so  obliging  as  to  pat 
liadtily  on  paper  the  particulars  you  remember  respecting:  your 
father'ri  sliare  in  the  conflict,  1  miirbt  avail  myself  of  any  new 
circumstance  you  recollect,  cither  in  a  note,  or  in  some  future 
edition  of  the  work,  should  sucli  be  called  for.  With  many 
thanks  for  the  kindness  of  your  ofifer,  I  am,  sir, 

^  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Thomas  Moobb. 
**  D.  F.  Ryan,  Esc^.,  15,  Mommgton  Crescent.*' 

Mr.  Moore  only  availed  himself  of  a  letter,  as  appears  by 

his  note  to  page  88,  vol.  ii. ;  and  did  not  correct  his  statements 
which  were  erroneous.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  from  the 
above  letter,  that  ho  wrote  on  a  point  without  substautial  in- 
formation. 
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One  fbrther  droumstance  is  worthy  of  especial  notice  in  this 
transaction ;  like  the  author  of  JuninB^a  Letters,  an  nnfiithomed 
mystery  preyails,  as  to  who  it  was  that  hetrayed  Lord  Edward 

Fitzgerald,  and  received  ilus  rewai'd  ot  £1000  ofl'ered  by  Ppc^ 
clamation. 

D.  F.  RvAN. 
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